
The ATAR pathway is the traditional
entry into university path where a
student studies four or more ATAR
courses and completes their final
WACE exams at the end of Year 12 in
order to generate an ATAR score.

Students selecting these courses
should understand the academic
nature and challenge of content and
assessment in ATAR courses, prepares
them for the rigour of university
success.

To be considered for university as a
school leaver using ATAR, students
must:

meet the requirements for the
Western Australian Certificate of
Education
successfully met minimum literacy
and numeracy standards (OLNA)
obtain a sufficiently high ATAR for
entry to a particular course, and
satisfy any prerequisites or special
requirements for entry to a
particular course
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These courses do not have an external
examination component however
students are mandated to complete an
'Externally Set Task', which is
standardised and set by the Authority.
General courses are designed for
students who are typically aiming to
enter vocationally based training (TAFE,
Apprenticeships, Traineeships) or
employment directly after finishing
school. General Course students aim to
WACE and some achievements in these
courses can be used for direct entry into
some university courses. Information
about alternative entry should be sought
directly from universities. Students
selecting courses,  in a General Pathway,
need to consider their interests and
historical results in engaging with
subjects previously in those associated
learning areas. This will give you the best
chance of success in order to achieve
towards your WACE. 

This is a highly competitive pathway option with limited places. VET can contribute significantly towards WACE.
As an example Certificate II in Workplace Skills can contribute equivalent to 4 course units to your WACE. VET
Training provides:

Skills and knowledge that is required to perform effectively in the workplace. VET qualifications are specific
to particular jobs in industry
Qualifications are nationally recognised. and are accepted throughout Australia
Qualifications, along with Workplace Learning, provide essential skills which are transferable across multiple
employment and education pathways

EXPLANATION:

VET CONNECT - EXPLANATION:

ATAR PATHWAY GENERAL PATHWAY

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING (VET) PATHWAY

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Minimum of 4 ATAR Courses,
including a List A and List B course
Compliment the ATAR Pathway by
selecting 5 ATAR Courses and 1 x
Certificate Course (recommended)
Year 10 Recommendations: B
grades or higher in Year 10 (can
vary from course to course)
ATAR English is compulsory in Year
11/12

EXPLANATION:

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
6 Year 11 General Courses, including a
List A and List B course or;
5 Year 11 General Courses, including a
List A and List B course and 1 x
Certificate Course (highly
recommended)
General or Foundations English is
compulsory in Year 11/12
Students can select Uni Ready as one
of their courses

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Students will be required to complete an application for VET Connect in addition to applying for their
relevant external course/program for the 1-2 days per week (Thursday/Friday).
Students will be offered a place in the VET Connect Program following a successful application and being
offered a place at TAFE/RTO/SBT (students may be required to go through an interview process).
Designed for students who know which training course they would like to complete at TAFE/external RTO
For the other 1 day a week (Thurs/Fri depending on day at TAFE), students are required to organise one day
a week of ADWPL (workplace learning) prior to Year 11.

NOTE: VET COURSES
Certificate Courses offered at the
College can and are encouraged to
be accessed by ATAR & General
Pathway students.
A maximum of two Certificate
courses can be selected.

 

https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/pu
blications/wace-manual
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Western Australian
Certificate of Education

WACE

The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) is awarded to
secondary school students who satisfy its requirements. Students will,
generally, complete two years of senior secondary study and if they
demonstrate the required levels of achievement, they awarded the
Certficate. 

The explicit requirements for WACE are detailed in the graphic to the
left.


