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Hammond Park Secondary College (HPSC) Hammond Park
Specialised Autism Learning Program (SALP)

Students eligible for enrolment in a secondary SALP will have:

1/ A multi-disciplinary diagnosis of ASD — must be eligible for a DOE Individual Disability
Allocation under the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) category

&
2/ Without accompanying intellectual impairment

Individual Disability Allocation eligibility — Department of Education

Last reviewed 4 August 2025
https://ikon.education.wa.edu.au/o/article/pdf/group/ikon/-/individual-disability-allocation-eligibility

The following information is exactly as detailed by the Department of Education. DOE directs to use this information
to identify the eligibility and conditions required for each Individual Disability Allocation (IDA) funding category.

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
Eligibility for an Individual Disability Allocation (IDA) in the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
category is in accordance with:
e the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders — (DSM-5-TR)
e A National Guideline for the Assessment and Diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder in
Australia [1] (the guideline).

Eligibility documentation requirements
To be eligible, students need a signed letter, or a statement that is embedded within the text of a
full report from eligible practitioner/s. The letter or statement needs to:
e state the diagnosis
o state the current levels of severity (support, substantial support, or very substantial support)
o specify if the diagnosis is:
- with or without intellectual impairment
- with or without accompanying language impairment
¢ list the names of the diagnosing practitioners
e state that all practitioners confer and agree with the diagnosis, if the assessment was
completed by a consensus team.

If the assessment is undertaken by a single practitioner, a statement from a second practitioner is
also required to confirm that:

e the practitioners have conferred following the completion of all assessments

e each practitioner agrees with the diagnosis and levels of severity.
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Eligible practitioners
Students can be assessed for ASD using a single clinician pathway or a consensus team pathway.

The choice of practitioner and the number of clinicians involved in the assessment of functioning is
determined by the assessment team. This is applied to students of all ages.

Consensus team pathway
If a consensus team pathway is taken, the ASD assessment is conducted by either a:

e medical practitioner with specialist registration in community child health, general paediatrics,
psychiatry or neurology; or who has a general registration with at least 6 years of relevant
experience in assessing neurodevelopmental disorders

e psychologist with practice endorsement in clinical psychology, educational or developmental
psychology, or neuropsychology.

At least one additional diagnostician from a different discipline is selected to join the diagnostic team.
The decision is based on their skills and expertise and can be:

e a psychologist with general registration

e a speech pathologist

e an occupational therapist who has experience assessing ASD.

Single clinician pathway
If a single clinician pathway is taken, the ASD assessment is conducted by either a:

e medical practitioner with specialist registration in community child health, general paediatrics,
psychiatry or neurology; or who has a general registration with at least 6 years of relevant
experience in assessing neurodevelopmental disorders

e psychologist with practice endorsement in clinical psychology, educational or developmental
psychology, or neuropsychology.

The diagnosis must be confirmed by someone: from the single clinician pathway with skills and

expertise in the assessment and diagnosis of ASD from a different discipline or speciality.

Please Note: students waitlisted for assessment are not ‘eligible’ for SALP placement. A
formal diagnosis is required for SALP ‘eligibility’.

For you further questions, please do not hesitate to email:
HammondPark.SC.ASD@education.wa.edu.au

Janelle Cahoon
HPSC Head of SALP
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