LITTLE SHEPHERD (OSHC) Y :

PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT - 4

OUR MISSION - NURTURING FIRM
FOUNDATIONS

“..rooted and built up in Him and established in the
faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with
thanksgiving.” - Colossians 2:7

At Little Shepherd OSHC, we believe that every
child is uniquely created by God, deeply loved, and
full of potential. In partnership with families, Good
Shepherd Christian School, and our broader
community, we seek to nurture firm foundations for
life—spiritually, emotionally, socially, and
academically—by creating a safe, enriching, and
Christ-centred environment beyond the classroom.
Rooted in Colossians 2:7, our care is shaped by the
example of Christ: nurturing, purposeful, and
abundant with thanksgiving. We believe that
during the crucial before and after school hours,
children thrive when they are known, loved,
challenged, and supported in a space that values
their individuality, fosters relationships, and
encourages them to grow in faith and character.



........

OUR FRAMEWORK & FAITH IN PRACTICE

We align our philosophy with the My Time, Our Place
framework, which recognises that children in outside
school hours settings need environments that:
» Build a strong sense of identity
e Connect them with and allow them to contribute to
their world
* Promote a sense of wellbeing
» Inspire them to be confident, involved learners
e Encourage them to be effective communicators
From a biblical worldview, we believe these principles
are fulfilled as children are:
+ Known and loved by God - created in His image
(Genesis 1:27)
« Part of a Christ-centred community - called to
serve and be served (Galatians 5:13)
» Given gifts to grow and flourish - with unique
talents and callings (Romans 12:6-8)
» Encouraged to walk in wisdom - nurtured in truth,
discernment, and thanksgiving (Colossians 2:7)



OUR VISION IN ACTION: INSPIRE, INSTIL,
INNOVATE, IMPACT
In our OSHC program, we seek to:

« Inspire children to discover their God-given gifts
and passions.

« Instil Christlike character, a love of learning, and
habits of gratitude and grace.

» Innovate by offering engaging, purposeful play,
exploration, and problem-solving experiences.

e Impact children’s lives by investing in their whole
development—spiritually, emotionally, socially,
and intellectually.

Holistic Development — The Whole Child
We are committed to developing the whole child,
understanding that growth does not end at the
school bell. Our program fosters:

e Spiritual growth through devotionals, prayer, and
biblical integration.

« Emotional wellbeing through supportive

relationships and restorative practices.

o Cognitive curiosity through structured and free-

choice learning activities.

» Social connection through teamwork,

.~ communication, and shared responsibility.

'e Physical’ healththrough movement, outdoor play,
(' and healthy routines.
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OUR VALUES: FIRM FOUNDATIONS IN

PRACTICE

At Little Shepherd OSHC, our values form the
foundation of our culture and guide how we care,
teach, and lead:

Respect - Honouring God, self, and others in all
we do.

Relationships - Building Christlike community
where every child is known and loved.
Readiness - Preparing hearts and minds to
engage, learn, and grow with purpose.
Reasoning - Encouraging critical thinking,
wisdom, and truth in every context.
Responsibility - Developing stewardship, self-
discipline, and service to others.

A COLLABORATIVE COMMUNITY

We view children as part of a shared story
—supported by families, educators,
church, and community. Our team works in
unity with families and the wider Good
Shepherd Christian School vision to foster
servant leadership, spiritual formation,
and future readiness.

We strive to ensure every child feels safe,

- seen, and supported, and leaves OSHC

each day rooted more firmly in faith,
‘friendship, and foundational life skills.



