
Upcoming dates
Week 11:

28 June - Term 2
concludes 2:20 PM

Term 3 - Week 1:
16 July - Term 3
commences
19 July - Primary Hockey
19 July - GD Senior
Basketball

Term 3 - Week 2
22 July - GD Basketball
24 July - Yr 7-9 GD
Football
25th July - Whole School
Photos 

Dates are subject to change.
Any updates will be
reflected on our PAM
calendar. 

In John 1:35-51, we see the calling of the first disciples.
Andrew, Simon Peter, Philip, and Nathanael encounter
Jesus and are transformed. This passage offers key
lessons for families.

Firstly, seek and share Jesus together. Andrew tells his
brother Simon about Jesus, showing how faith can be
shared within the family. Encourage each other to seek
Jesus and share His love.

Secondly, be open to God's call. Philip follows Jesus
without hesitation and brings Nathanael along.
Support one another in listening for God's voice and
following His lead, even when it's unexpected.
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The Shepherd's Stories

Lastly, remember that Jesus knows us intimately. He sees Nathanael's heart and
affirms him. Trust that Jesus understands your family's struggles and strengths,
providing a safe space for each member.

John 1:35-51 teaches families to seek Jesus together, support each other's faith
journeys, and trust in His intimate knowledge and love. May we grow closer to
God and each other, reflecting His love in our homes.



Principal's Ponderings

One of the highlights this week has been witnessing our Year 7 Christian Studies
students engage with Eventide as part of their service learning project. It was
wonderful to see many visitors touring the senior campus, enjoying a performance,
and sharing and chatting over refreshments. The sense of community and
togetherness was truly inspiring.

Over at the Junior Campus, the hallways have been buzzing with excitement during
our Bizarre Bazaar. Our Year 5 and 6 students have done a fantastic job launching
their products to the community. This initiative supports the Australian Lutheran World
Service, and it’s incredible to see our students learning about entrepreneurship while
contributing to such a worthy cause.

It has also been heartwarming to see the overwhelming response to the recent
launch of the Duke of Edinburgh Award and Compass programs. The enthusiasm
from our students has been amazing. In the past fortnight, I had the pleasure of
meeting with Dr. McMahon to discuss new and exciting opportunities in outdoor
education for 2025. The prospects we are exploring are promising, and I am eager
to share more details in the future.

As this term comes to a close, I will also be signing off until Term 4. I am looking
forward to spending quality time with my family in Term 3 and recharging after what
has been an intense and rewarding 18 months. I am deeply grateful for the continued
support from our entire school community and excited to hear about all the
wonderful things that will unfold during Term 3.

Thank you once again for your dedication and support. Have a fantastic break, and I
look forward to reconnecting with everyone in Term 4.

As we approach the end of Term 2, I wanted to take a moment to
reflect on the incredible activities and achievements happening
across our campuses. It's been an exciting time as students complete
their final projects, and I am thrilled to see the enthusiasm and
dedication from everyone involved.

Melissa Evans
College Principal



Damien Evans
Head of Senior Campus

I write this article as a pause to the busy job of reading through
student reports. At this point, I have read a third of the student
reports. It has been an absolute pleasure to read about student
sdfdgoals and achievements through a semester filled with elation, sadness, rigor,

courage and service. I look forward to celebrating these achievements with the
students.
 
Good Shepherd College is a place of balance, where we support and celebrate
student effort, success and failure. As you receive student reports next week, I
encourage you to ask your student to take you through the report. Reflect on what
went well, and what didn't. Ask questions about the relationships they developed,
the courage they showed and the joy and curiosity they experienced through
different subjects. An important part of the report card is the Learning Habits. This
section of each page highlights key components of student effort and commitment
to learning. An analysis of this section presents a great opportunity to set goals for
the following semester.
 
With one week to go in an eleven week term, we have some tired students. They
have worked hard and have earned a break. I wish them all, and you, some well-
earned rest. From me, I'm signing out until Term 4 . I am very much looking forward
to long service leave and travelling Australia with my family.
 
My thoughts and prayers will be with you all during this time.
God Bless,

The Senior Scoop

This week in the Year 9/10 Histerature elective, students
celebrated the completion of their “Alice in Wonderland”
study with a Mad Hatters Tea Party. Throughout the term
these students have completed a 2-part project based on
rewriting a character from the text in a new historical
context. Throughout the tea party each student presented
their final project to their peers. It was a wonderful way
to celebrate their creativity and effort this semester!

Year 9/10 histerature 



Junior Jottings
Victorian Government Announcement
Late last week the Victorian Government announced that,
starting in 2025, all students in state schools would receive a
dvdvminimum of 25 minutes a day on "explicit teaching" of phonics and phonetic

awareness. 

We can confidently say that Good Shepherd College is ahead of the game in this
field as we have been teaching with an evidence based phonics approach since
2022, and supporting students with additional needs in this area since 2020.
InitiaLit is a world-renowned and respected program, which has demonstrated
success in many schools. Our teachers, particularly those in the junior primary area,
have received targeted training in this area, and we are confident that our
approach will continue to support all learners to read accurately, with fluency and a
deep understanding of the text. 

Eisteddfod Continues!
Congratulations to our students who represented the college by taking part in the
Speech and Drama section of the Eisteddfod: Samuel Koh, Daisy Button and Regan
Hilsdon. All of these students performed confidently to the audience and can be
commended for their achievements. Special mention to Samuel who won a special
encouragement award from the adjudicator after presenting his poem. 

Bizarre Bazaar
Today our Year 5/6 classes transformed the hall into a marketplace to support
Australian Lutheran World Service, an aid agency of the Lutheran Church. Students
have been working hard to develop products to sell, including aspects of design and
marketing. Thank you to everyone who attended to support our students and ALWS

Compass Awards
The involvement of students in the Compass Award is significant, and we look
forward to sharing stories of their journey in future newsletter articles. If parents
have any questions about this special award program, please contact our Head of
Sport, Dr Pete McMahon, who will be able to help you. 



Learner Profiles AwardS
This year our weekly awards at the Junior Campus will be awarded in line with our Learner
Profile. We congratulate the following students: 
Week 8

Tom Uebergang for being Confident
Matthew McFarlane for being Relational
Allie O’Connor for being Confident
Judd Scullion for being Curious
William Venning for being Curious
Charlie Kruger for being Resilient

Week 9
Erica Hartley for being Resilient
Aarav Jithin for being Curious 
Ava Maguire for being Confident
Annabelle Spring for being
Service Focused

A final sign-off
It has come about all too quickly that my time in the position of Head of Junior
Campus here is coming to an end, and this will be my final newsletter post for this
section. Next term, I will be writing with my Acting Principal hat on! 
I have absolutely loved my role here and I will miss it immensely. Through everything,
we have been truly blessed by God. I want to thank you all for your incredible
support throughout my journey in this role, and extend a warm welcome to Adrian
Burn who will embark on this wonderful opportunity next semester.

Ali Wedding
Head of Junior Campus

New Member of Staff - Toula

We are excited to introduce Toula as the newest member of our
staff! Toula has recently completed her therapy dog training and
will be working in our school alongside Mrs. Male to support
student well-being. Toula will be mainly at the Senior Campus but
will venture to the Junior Campus on a Friday.

Her primary role is to bring love and joy to our school community,
a task she excels at naturally as a sweet-natured toy Cavoodle.



Sport Shorts
AFL – It’s Time to Play! Auskick@GSC. 
This is an awesome program led by local AFL guru Jono Box
and his team of coaches. The program will be held on the
oval at Good Shepherd Junior Campus commencing
ssdddddTuesday July 23rd. It is open to all students from Prep – Year 6 with 2

separate programs on offer – Auskick (4 years – 8 years) and Superkick (8
years – 12 years). The programs will take into consideration each players
skills and ability and the programs will be adjusted accordingly. The cost is
$55 per player which includes instruction, a day pack, AFL ball and water
bottle. Information flyers were handed out to all Junior Campus students on
Thursday.

Junior Golf Coaching Clinic. 
2 clinics have been organised on Tuesday July 2nd by the Hamilton Golf
Club for players of all experience. PGA professional Craig Davis will be the
lead coach on the day.

10am – 12 Noon 12 years and over for players who have experience
playing golf. Following this the players will play 9 holes. The cost is $40
per player.
1pm – 2pm Come and Try Golf Clinic, 8 years – 17 years. The cost is $20.

Booking are essential. For more information or to book your child a spot,
please call Hamilton Golf Club 5571 2644 or email
admin@hamiltongolfclub.com.au 

Modern Pentathlon Clinic in Hamilton. 
This clinic is a ‘Come and Try’ opportunity open to students 9 years and
older. It is being held over 3 days Thursday July 4th – Saturday July 6th from
8.30am – 4.30pm each day. Participants will coached across the disciplines
of running, swimming, fencing and laser shooting. For further information
and to book go to southwestpentathlon@gmail.com 

Have a great week and holiday break everyone.
Go gently. Pete McMahon

Director of Sport

mailto:admin@hamiltongolfclub.com.au
mailto:southwestpentathlon@gmail.com


Webinar 4 - Connected Parenting Webinar

Good Shepherd College, proudly partnered with The Resilience Project, are
excited to announce our fourth TRP in Action for Parents!

This Session will be held on Monday 22 July from 6:30pm to 7:45pm AEST.
Parents/Carers will leave this session with practical strategies to build
cooperation and stronger connections with children, idea’s to support children
when they are facing adversity, ways to assist children building emotional
resilience, tips to deal with our own triggers as Parents or carers. 

Please follow this link to register Webinar 4 - Connected Parenting Webinar

https://au01web.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5Mkfu6rrjgpG9U7ltY2aK7-YvRxjGw7OZTM


May Market Thanks
Our May Market Team, on behalf of the GSC Community, would like to thank
the following Partners and Sponsors of this year's May Market:

Hamilton Lutheran Church and Southern Grampians Shire - Childrens'
Activities
Wannon Water - Thirst Aid water station provision.
David Rowe Sign Design - Signage Updates
Bakers Delight - Rolls and bread for the Barbecue
All of the many local community members, ex-GSC families, church
members, friends and family who donate plants, baking, produce and
flowers. 

We could not provide such a vibrant and varied market without them.

Music for Malawi
Save the Date! Music for Malawi
concert. Sunday 28th July @2pm. 

All welcome, free admission.
Donations accepted to support
GogoGrandmothers in Malawi.

Good Shepherd College Junior Choir
will perform, along with other student
performers.

Kyra Comtesse, Daniel Connolly,
Maddison Cotten, Sophie Cowland

Please keep these families in
your prayers

Prayer families


