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Together We Grow

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility, value others above yourselves.” —
Philippians 2:3

In our school, growth is something we talk about often. We celebrate growth in reading levels,
maths skills, athletic ability, and musical talent. But God is also growing something even more
important in us—humble hearts shaped by Christ.

In Paul's Letter to the Philippians, the apostle Paul points us to the heart of Jesus. He reminds us
that true greatness is not found in standing above others, but in kneeling beside them. Jesus
Himself showed us this way. On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus washed His disciples’ feet—
taking the role of a servant. The King of kings chose humility. The Lord of all chose service.

Because of what Jesus has done for us—through His life, death, and resurrection—we are free to
live differently. We don’t need to compete for worth or strive for recognition. In Christ, we are
already loved, already forgiven, already secure. That assurance allows us to do actions that lift
others up instead of pushing ahead.

These acts may seem small, but God uses them to build something beautiful among us. When we
choose service over self-promotion, kindness over comparison, and encouragement over
criticism, we reflect the heart of Christ. And as each of us practises humility, the whole
community becomes stronger.

Together, we grow—not just in knowledge, but in character. Not just in skill, but in love.
May God continue to shape Good Shepherd College into a place where all of us are learning to

follow Jesus’ example—serving with joy, loving with humility, and growing together in faith.

Corinne Landwehr

Senior Campus Junior Campus
297 Mt Napier Rd, Hamilton, 33 McArthur St, Hamilton,

VIC 3300 VIC 3300 @ www.gsc.vic.edu.au ~

(03) 5571 2595 (03) 5571 2236




WEEK 5
Monday 23" February

e GD swimming Back Up Day

e Year7&10 Immunisations
Tuesday 24" February

e Year 6 Leadership Day - Portland
Wednesday 25" February

e Prep Free Day - Testing
Thursday 26™ February

e |egacy Fleece Show - Year 4/5/6 (JC)
Friday 27" February

e School Fees Due - Term 1 & Annual

e HDSA Divisional Swimming - Warrnambool

UPCOMING DATES

WEEK 7
Monday 9" March

e Labour Day Public Holiday
Tuesday 10" March

e Junior Athletics Carnival
Wednesday 11" March

e NAPLAN begins

¢ Portland Information Session

St John’s Lutheran PS - 6pm

Thursday 12" March

e Athletics Carnival Back Up Day

WEEK 6
Wednesday 4™ March

e Junior Campus Open Morning - 9:30-11am
Thursday 5" March

e Senior Athletics Carnival - Mitchell Park

WEEK 8
Tuesday 17" March

e Come&TryDay-Year5&6

9-3:20pm Senior Campus

e Junior Campus Parent Teacher Interviews
Wednesday 18" March

e Junior Campus Parent Teacher Interviews
Thursday 19" March

e HDSA Athletics
Friday 20" March

e HDSA Athletics Back Up Day

e GD Athletics

*Dates are subject to change

Due dates for term payments
*Term 1/Annual Friday, 27" February

Bursary Assistance

Families experiencing financial hardship are encouraged to
enquire about bursary assistance, which may be available

to help with school fees. All applications are treated with

strict confidentiality and are assessed on an individual

basis. Please contact Angela to discuss your circumstances

*Term 2 Friday, 8" May
*Term 3 Friday, 3" July
*Term 4 Friday, 23™ October

and obtain an application form.

Child Safety at GSC

The Safety and wellbeing of our students are at the heart of everything we do. At Good

Shepherd College, we follow the Victorian Child Safety Standards to ensure every child is
protected from harm and abuse. Our staff are trained, our policies are clear, and we work
closely with families to create a safe and supportive environment. You can learn more
about how we keep children safe on our website or by contacting the College office.



https://www.gsc.vic.edu.au/our-college/policies-procedures

Acting Principal's
Ponderings

As | begin to meet more people and learn more about the Good Shepherd community, | am
more and more excited about what | observe. It is refreshing to meet students who are polite
and friendly. New students are welcomed warmly and encouraged to be involved. Similarly
new staff have joined the community with enthusiasm and are just as warmly welcomed. Our
staff are genuinely interested in the children they teach and support them in their learning.

Swimming Carnival

Good Shepherd also offers a number of activities. The recent swimming carnival was held in
perfect weather and students participated with enthusiasm and good spirit. Congratulations
to all who took part. Many thanks are also due to the staff who helped, particularly Mr
Sanders. Thanks also to the parents who ran the sausage sizzle, appreciated by many.
Congratulations to the winners and Age Champions who were gracious in victory and to
Kannenberg who won the overall shield again. Senior school captain, Archer Schultz, did not
let a broken wrist stop him from taking part and swam with a number of plastic bags taped
around his arm to protect his cast. Despite this handicap he still managed to win the age
group medal for the sixth year in a row. We now look forward to our Athletics Days coming up
on March 5th for the Senior school and March 10th, straight after the long weekend, for the
Junior school.

School Musical

It was also recently announced we would be
holding a musical for the second year running.
The announcement of Mary Poppins as the choice
for this year was greeted with a number of cheers
from those students who had guessed the title
correctly. Although the musical will not be
performed until August, there are already
preparations for auditions and an air of
anticipation as it all begins to unfold.




Lutheran Schools

Good Shepherd is part of a wider system of Lutheran schools in Victoria and around Australia.
Next week we look forward to hosting principals and other school leaders from Lutheran
schools from the Western districts of Victoria. This is an opportunity to learn from each other
and to understand more about how we can jointly work to make our schools even better. Our

main topic of conversation will be on risk management.

Good Shepherd College Open Day

This weekend we have our College Open Day. We encourage existing families to invite friends
and neighbours who may be interested in a Good Shepherd education to come along and see
the school first hand. Classrooms will be open and staff will be present to answer questions;

displays have been arranged for visitors to view school activities and school leaders will be

present to provide a students’ view of life at Good Shepherd.

Thank you to all who make Good Shepherd the friendly school that it is.

Dianne Eckermann
Acting Principal

0 o (1 20 @o«q’i o | : |

o L]

Combined Campus Open Day '

Sunday 22"¢ February
1:00pm - 3:00pm

Junior Campus: 33 McArthur Street
Senior Campus: 297 Mt Napier Road

Join us for our Combined Campus Open
Day and explore our leaming
environments, community and student
experiences across both campuses.

Whether you're considering Prep or Year7
in2027, or simply exploring your options,
we'd love to welcome you.
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Good Shepherd College Swimming Carnival 2026

On Tuesday 10th February 2026, Good Shepherd College proudly hosted its annual
Swimming Carnival, bringing together students from both campuses across Years 4-12 for a
fantastic day of competition and community spirit.

We were blessed with sensational weather, with temperatures reaching a perfect 28
degrees—ideal conditions for a day in and around the pool. The warm sunshine set the tone
for what was a vibrant and energetic celebration of sport and school pride.

Students participated enthusiastically in a wide range of events, including freestyle,
backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly. From our youngest swimmers in Year 4 to our
experienced senior students, the level of commitment and effort on display was impressive.
The carnival provided an opportunity for students of all abilities to challenge themselves,
represent their House teams, and contribute to the overall spirit of the day. We had many
students who volunteered on the day and their assistance, along with the tireless work of
staff, ensured that the day ran smoothly.

The overall winner was Kannenberg, led by House Captain Gabriella Rentsch.
Congratulations to Kannenberg and all the Age Champions announced on the day.

Phil Sanders
Head of Sport




Sport in the Community

A clear highlight of Aiden Christie’s summer holidays was
representing Hamilton Cricket Association at Country Week in
Horsham. Competing at this level was a significant achievement,
and although opportunities were sometimes limited due to team
balance and the presence of older, more experienced players, he
made the most of every chance he was given. Impressively, Aiden
finished as his team’s leading wicket taker with five wickets across
the tournament. His standout bowling performance came in the
T20 match against Warrnambool Blue, where he recorded
excellent figures of 2 wickets for just 8 runs, demonstrating
control, accuracy and composure under pressure.

With the bat, Aiden also showed patience and maturity beyond his
years. His best innings came against Mt Gambier, where he scored

a determined 25 not out from 43 deliveries. This innings reflected
his ability to value his wicket and build an innings when required.

Tuesday 3™ March
7pm, Senior Campus Chapel
L Whether you area brand new family wondering
. what "FROGS" is all about, or an existing family we
MARKET  mmise

" This evening is the perfect way to learn how our
parent community supports Good Shepherd

through fundraising and connection. May Market is
our biggest fundraiser and community event of the

@ ggggHERD year and we need you to make it happen!
; Meet Victorig, our Community Licison Officer
Pickles & Relishes and chot with other parents.

. Teq, coffee & nibbles ided, .

May Market Preparation . RSVP: vm@gmmm\fm.m Ingpe |

Our May Market Farmers Produce Team A w_
are welcoming donations, -

: Do you have an abundance of:

s Zucchini

= Onions

= Tomatoes

= Any other fruits or vegetables?

Freshly picked donations can be
dropped to either campus or to Nell Major.

A"cook up” date will be set soon.
If you can help, please contact Victoria by
email veaston@gscviceduau




2026 Year 7 & 10 Immunisations

Southern Grampians Shire Council’s Maternal and Child Health Department will be at Good
Shepherd College on Monday 23 February 2026 for school immunisations as per the Victorian
Immunisation Schedule.

These vaccines provide protection against

Year 7
e Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) — one dose for year 7 students
e Human Papillomavirus (HPV) — one dose unless immunocompromised requires second
dose two doses 6 months apart

Year 7 Link to provide consent/non consent
https://portal.cirv.vic.gov.au//PrivacyCollection/?id=d2aa830e-d6da-f011-8544-
7/ced8da20l16a&Year’

Year 10
e Meningococcal A, C, W, Y — one dose

Year 10 Link to provide consent/non consent
https://portal.cirv.vic.gov.au//PrivacyCollection/?id=cc43570d-d6da-f011-8543-
7ced8d32b665&Yearl0

Please clink the appropriate link or copy and paste the link and follow the instructions to
advise us of your consent/non consent.

The appropriate link is required to be completed even if you do not consent.

If you would prefer an immunisation card application form or have any questions regarding
these immunisations please call the Maternal and Child Health Department on 5551 4360.

Further information for students and families to better understand what these immunisations
are for can be found using the below links.

Secondary School Immunisation Program - Better Health Channel

Vaccination for adolescents
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-02/immunisation-schedule-victoria-
february-2025.pdf



https://portal.cirv.vic.gov.au/PrivacyCollection/?id=d2aa830e-d6da-f011-8544-7ced8da2016a&Year7
https://portal.cirv.vic.gov.au/PrivacyCollection/?id=d2aa830e-d6da-f011-8544-7ced8da2016a&Year7
https://portal.cirv.vic.gov.au/PrivacyCollection/?id=cc43570d-d6da-f011-8543-7ced8d32b665&Year10
https://portal.cirv.vic.gov.au/PrivacyCollection/?id=cc43570d-d6da-f011-8543-7ced8d32b665&Year10
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/immunisation-in-secondary-schools
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/vaccination-for-adolescents
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-02/immunisation-schedule-victoria-february-2025.pdf
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-02/immunisation-schedule-victoria-february-2025.pdf

It’s Week 4 and we are now certainly in the swing of things! Routines have been set up,
learning patterns established, and relationships are deepening.

Shrove Tuesday

It was wonderful to have the Yr 9/10 Applied Learning
Students help at Junior with cooking and serving
pancakes for Shrove Tuesday this week. They not only
were super efficient with this task, but used a
fantastic recipe that was absolutely delicious! Our
students were super excited to participate in this
event which not only was fun but also raised money
for a very worthwhile cause- to support children in
Injera, Ethiopia with ALWS.

Parent Information Sessions

Thank you to the parents who came to our parent information sessions. We look forward to a
positive partnership with you and your child’s education. If you were unable to attend the
session for your child’s classes, please pop in, meet your child’s teacher and have a chat
about any questions you may have.

Senior and Junior Campus Open Day

Just a reminder that our Open Day will be held this Sunday, 22rd Feb, from 1-3pm at both
campuses. Come along, invite your friends and have a tour of the facilities! There will also be
an ‘Open morning’ on Wednesday 4th of March at the Junior Campus to see our school in
action.

Athletics Carnival

The Junior Campus Athletics Carnival (otherwise known as Sports Day) will be held at the
Junior Campus on Tuesday 10th of March. During PE lessons and other sport lessons,
students will be learning the correct technique for the various events in which they will be
participating. We will be seeking parent helpers for this event, and also for running a potential
BBQ so please mark the date in your diary.



Uniform

Just a reminder that it is important all students wear the correct uniform at school. This also
applies to jewellery. Please don’t mix summer and winter uniforms or wear our sports uniform
combined with our formal uniform. Please check with your child’s teacher if you are unsure.

Parent Pick Up Locations

In the interests of child safety, it is important that parents pick up their children from the
school side of MacArthur St and the left hand side of the driveway within the school at the
end of the day. This will help deter students from crossing the road and keep everyone safe. If
your child needs to cross the road for whatever reason, they are able to enlist the help of the
teacher on duty.

Please also avoid the bus parking zone to enable the buses to easily access the curb.

NAPLAN

NAPLAN testing begins in the next couple of weeks (from the 11th to the 23rd of March). More
information will come home about this soon for all families of Year 3 and Year 5 students. Our
students will have the opportunity to use their new laptops to practise for the tests. Please
speak to your child’s teacher if you require further information.

https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/naplan/naplan-information-brochure-for-
parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2551405e 14

Chapel

So far we have had Ms Kelly’s class lead Chapel for the Junior Campus with a wonderful
presentation of a song and dance about keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus. This week our Preps,
Year Threes and new students will be presented with their very own Bibles by Mrs Marlene
Venning and Mrs Alison Walter. The Bibles have been generously donated by the Ladies
Fellowship and the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

Chapel begins each Friday morning at 9.00am. You are very welcome to come along and
worship with us.

Wishing you God’s richest blessings during the week ahead,

Corinne Landwehr

Head of Junior Campus



https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/naplan/naplan-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2551405e_14
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/naplan/naplan-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2551405e_14
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YEAR 7

COME & TRY DAYS | EXPLORER'S DAY

e Term 1- Wednesday 17*" March - Year 5 & 6
e Term 2 - Wednesday 20" May - Year 5 & 6
e Term 3 - Thursday 20™ August - Year 6

e Term 3 - Monday 14" September - Year 5

TIME | 9:00AM - 3:20PM

Live the life of a GSC student. All current Year 5 &
6 GSC students will be involved in the days.

Registration for these days is compulsory.
Please email our Enrolments Officer to
secure your place. PLACES WILL BE LIMITED.

ADDRESS |

297 Mt Napier Road, Hamilton
03 5571 2595

STEP UP DAY | TERM 4

Tuesday 8" December | 9:00am - 3:20pm
2027 enrolled students are invited to join our : -
Step-Up Day to complete their transition to GSC. S Ay =
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PREP

JUNIOR CAMPUS OPEN DAY
* Wednesday 4" March | 9:30am - 11:00am

PASSPORT TO PRIMARY
e Term1-Tuesday 24" March | 9:30am - 11:00am
Theme: Noah's Ark - Story and activity
e Term 2 - Tuesday 5th May | 9:30am - 11:00am
Theme: God's Promise - The Rainbow - Craft activity
e Term 3 - Tuesday 28" August | 9:30am - 11:00am
Theme: Animal Adventure at our Senior Campus

e Term 4 - Tuesday 13th October | 9:30am - 11:00am
Theme: Boat Building Buddies - Boat Building activity

PREP TRANSITION DAYS

» Wednesday 4th November | 9:00am - 11: DOam
e Tuesday 24" November | 9:00am - 1:00pm '

STEP-UP DAY | TERM 4
Tuesday 8" December | 9:00am - 3:20pm

2027 enrolled students are invited to join our o
Step-Up Day to complete their transition tﬁ%z

GSC. @W P dfﬁ"*" ik




School TV Report

SCHOOL REFUSAL

School refusal, sometimes called school avoidance or school phobia, is not uncommon. It is
different to ‘wagging’ or truancy and is often related to worry or anxiety-related issues about
going to school. School refusal may start gradually or happen suddenly. Although it is normal for
a child to occasionally miss a day of school, parents should only be concerned if a child regularly
complains about feeling sick or often asks to stay home due to minor physical complaints.

School refusal is a complex issue as there is rarely a single cause. It affects children of all ages
across primary and secondary levels. It can often occur during times of transition at school. More
recently, the Coronavirus pandemic has disrupted the educational experience of all students,
affecting some more than others. Dealing with a school refusal child can affect the whole family,
adding pressure to an already challenging time. School refusal is not considered a formal
psychiatric diagnosis. It’s a name given to an emotional and/or behavioural problem.

In this edition of SchoolTV, adult carers will learn how best to approach this issue and work
towards a solution.

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition of SchoolTV and we
always welcome your feedback. If you have any concerns about your child, please contact the
school counsellor for further information or seek medical or professional help.

Here is the link to the School Refusal edition of SchoolTV
https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/school-refusal



https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/school-refusal

& myfuture
Do you enjoy or are
you good at History?

Anthropologist Solicitor

Archaeologist Sociologist

Level 3

Archivist Research and Devé

Level 2

Art Gallery Director Records Mana§

Level 1

Gallery or Museum Tourist Information

Conservator Guide Officer Parliamentarig

Gallery or Museum

Technician Law Clerk

Private Investigatokibrary Technician

General Clerk Tour Guide

Criminologist Novelist

Library Assistant

Freedom of Information Newspaper or Pg¢
Officer Editor

Gallery or Museum Curator Minister of Relj

Historian Librarian

Industrial Relations Officer

Intelligence Officer Journalist or Other Write

Training levels and requirements

Level 1
Usually has a skill level equal to the completion of

Level 3
Usually requires a level of skill equal to a Diploma

This chart shows a selection of occupations that have
some relation to the subject of History. The four

Year 10, a Senior Secondary Certificate of Education,
Certificate | or Il. Australian Apprenticeships may be
offered at this level.

Level 2

Usuallyhas a skill level equal to a Certificate Il or IV,
or at least three years relevant experience. Australian
Apprenticeships may be offered at this level.

or Advanced Diploma. Study is often undertaken
through TAFEs or Registered Training Organisations.
Some universities offer studies at this level.

Level 4

Usually requires a level of skill equal to a Bachelor
Degree or higher qualification. Study is often
undertaken at a university.

education and training levels are to be used as a guide
only. These levels indicate the most common education
and/or entry requirements for these jobs.

For further information, visit:
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AUSTRALIAN DENTAL

VICTORIAN MOBILE ASSOCIATION
DENTAL HEALTH

) VMDH L @

'ental Check-Ups &
reventive Care
ight at School!

“Bulk-Billed Services\nder the Child Dental Benefits Schedule @ admin@vmdh.comau <, 0483 102 562



