
God’s ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:9)! God doesn’t usually
deal with things in the same way we would if we had His
power. The account of Jesus’ temptation by the devil, after His
baptism, tells us a bit about God’s ways and how He deals with
things. Twice the devil taunts Jesus, saying: "If you are the Son
of God…" (Luke 4:3,9). It might’ve rattled Jesus if He hadn’t
been sure of His identity. So what did Jesus, the Son of God,
do? Well not much really. He just quoted some Scripture. There
was no great show. 

God’s ways are not our ways. In the face of temptation Jesus
just quotes some Scripture. There’s nothing visibly powerful. He
doesn’t do much at all. Maybe because He never had to prove
to anyone who He was. Jesus’ identity as God’s Son was
publicly confirmed by the Father at His Baptism, and nothing
was ever going to change it. That’s all there is to it. 

Upcoming dates
Week 7

10th March - Labour Day
Public Holiday
11th March - Senior
Campus Come & Try Day
12th-21st March -
NAPLAN 

Week 8
18th March - Yr 7 & 10
Immunisations
20th March - Junior
District Athletics 
21st March - Glenelg
District Athletics

Please note: Dates are
subject to change. For an up
to date calendar please look

on PAM.
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Devotion | Identity Secured

The Shepherd's Stories

There's more to life than what meets the eye. Life’s more than bread, miracles, signs of God's
presence. It’s what God says – His Word – that really matters. We all face temptation and we
should all go to the Word when tempted. It’s also the Word that establishes our true identity.
God’s Word says He made you (Psalm 139:13), He adopted you as His child in baptism (John
1:12-13; 3:3-5; Eph. 1:5), you are a citizen of heaven (Philippians 3:12), in Christ you are a “new
creation” (2nd Cor. 5:17). The devil is the “father of lies” (John 8:44) and he’s going to try to
rattle you. But remember your own baptism. Remember the name that was joined to yours. You
are a child of God “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt
28:19), by the simple “washing with water through the Word” (Eph. 5:26). Rejoice that God’s
ways aren’t our ways, but His Word is true and we’re secure in who we are, thanks to Jesus! 



As we come to the second half of another busy and exciting week, it
has been pleasing to see and hear about all of the exciting events
that have occurred.
Our Year 11 students had an incredible time on camp, stepping
outside their comfort zones and building strong bonds with their
peers. With plenty of challenges, laughter, and opportunities for
personal growth, it was a memorable experience in Melbourne for all
involved. A huge thank you to our dedicated staff who made it all
happen!
Exciting News for Year 12s!
We are thrilled to announce a brand-new homebase in the Tabour
room for our Year 12 students to enjoy during their break times. This
dedicated space will provide them with a comfortable and
supportive environment to unwind, connect, and recharge throughout
their final year. They have a budget and they are determined to use
it! We can’t wait to see them making the most of it!
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Exciting News for Year 12s!
We are thrilled to announce a brand-new homebase in the Tabour room for our Year
12 students to enjoy during their break times. This dedicated space will provide them
with a comfortable and supportive environment to unwind, connect, and recharge
throughout their final year. They have a budget and they are determined to use it! We
can’t wait to see them making the most of it!

Welcoming Our New Student Representative Leaders
A big congratulations to our newly elected Student Representative members for the
Senior Campus! 

Together with members of our Student Leadership Team: 
College Captains:   Ellorah McConachy, Craig Jackson
Academic Captain:  Riley Millard
Service Captains:  Archie Price, Tanika Francis
Sports Captain: Maddie Cotten
Cultural Captain:  Gabi Rentsch
House Captains:  Sophie Verschuren, Emilie Tonissen, Maddie Cotten

These students have been voted in to serve their peers and school community, and we
look forward to their leadership over the coming year. They will be officially inducted
at next Tuesday morning’s assembly—families are warmly invited to attend as we pray
over and commission them for this important role.

K1 Lachlan McDonald N1 Nicholas Mewburn P1 Evangeline Pfeiffer

K2 Isabella Smith N2 Buick Marrs P2 Olivia Murray

K3 Cameron Christie N3 Archer Schultz P3 Belle Kirkwood

Acting Principal's Ponderings



Thank You for Visiting Our "Come and See" Morning at Junior Campus
A heartfelt thank you to all the families who attended our Come and See morning at
the Junior Campus. It was a wonderful opportunity to showcase the warmth, energy,
and engaging learning that happens each day in our classrooms. We loved sharing our
school with you and hope to see you again soon!

Athletics Carnivals—A Celebration of Sport and School Spirit!
Both our Junior and Senior Athletics Carnivals were fantastic displays of teamwork,
determination, and fun! Well done to all the students who participated so
enthusiastically and to the families who came along to cheer them on. A special thank
you to Mr Mac for his organisation and passion for making these events such a
success.
It was so much fun that students broke out in dance to the Macarena!!

Flipping Fun at Junior Campus!
The Junior Campus was filled with delicious smells and happy faces as students
enjoyed a fantastic pancake day! From mixing batter to flipping and tasting, it was a
wonderful way to bring students together and enjoy a sweet treat in the middle of a
big term.

Focused and Engaged Learning Across Our Campuses
There is a real buzz of learning happening across both campuses. Whether it’s hands-
on activities in the Junior Campus or deep discussions and problem-solving in the
Senior Campus, our students are putting in solid efforts, and we are so proud of them!

NAPLAN Starts Next Week
A reminder to parents that NAPLAN testing for students in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9 begins
next Wednesday. This is an opportunity for students to demonstrate their learning
progress, and we encourage them to approach the assessments with confidence. If
you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher.
Thank you for your continued support—we look forward to another fantastic fortnight
ahead!

Sharon Kotzur
Acting Principal



One of the great things about being part of GSC is that we can
freely share our Christian faith with the students in our care.
Singing songs that remind us that we are loved by God and
saved by Jesus are small ways that help us share His love with
others. Our students have daily devotions in classrooms and
eagerly participate in prayer times and faith-based discussions.

saved by Jesus are small ways that help us share His love with others. Our students
have daily devotions in classrooms and eagerly participate in prayer times and
faith-based discussions.

Last week we were fortunate to be involved in some great learning experiences.
The Year Six students from GSC along with students from Tarrington Lutheran
School and St Johns Lutheran Primary School enjoyed learning about effective
Student Leadership at our very own Senior Campus with Emma Graetz from ALC.
Through games and movement activities, Emma introduced the students to the 4
S’s of leadership; Spiritual, Significant Qualities, Servant Leadership and Support.

Junior Jottings

We were super excited to participate in
the Questacon Science Circus in our
school hall. The students learnt about
surface area, questioning scientifically,
and experimenting using bubbles,
balloons and paper. The interactive
session was thoroughly enjoyed by all
students from Prep to Year 6.



Our Year 5/6 classes also were able to participate at the Legacy Fleece Show to
learn about the grading of wool fleeces and how wool is used to knit, spin and
weave. We are very thankful to Peter Guthrie and his band of committed ladies
who organised special activities for our students.

Our Athletic Sports Carnival was a huge success on Monday. Special thanks to Mr
Pete McMahon and Mr Phil Sanders for their efforts to make the day run smoothly. 

We marked the beginning of Lent with a feast of delicious pancakes on Shrove
Tuesday. The SRC did a super job serving the school community. Thanks to Mr Burn
and his group of eager helpers.

NAPLAN begins on Wednesday next week for Year 3 and 5 students. If you have
any questions, please contact your child's teacher. 

May God bless you in the week ahead.
Corinne Landwehr

Head of Junior Campus

Week 5
Elizabeth Jelbart for being brave and
showing courage stepping outside her
comfort zone.
Sonny Porter for showing kindness and
understanding how others feel. 
Jessica Smeets for showing resilience
with reading and writing tasks. 
Aarush Arun for demonstrating
leadership skills by assisting younger
students in the playground.
Ava Maguire for her excellent work in
Maths and English this week. 

Learner Profiles AwardS
Week 6

Colton Cameron for his excellent work in
Literacy and Maths and contributing to
class discussions. 
Colin Hilsdon for looking out for others
and helping around the classroom.
Zariah Benter for helping others and
showing great partner skills.
Saxon Elton for showcasing his witty
sense of humour during classroom
activities this week. 



Empathy
Working on empathy helps us to identify, understand and feel what another person
is feeling. When we show empathy or we do something kind for someone else our
brain releases oxytocin. This leads to increasing our self-esteem/confidence,
energy levels, positivity and overall happiness.

Whole Family Activity: Neighbourhood Kindness Challenge
As a family, choose an act of kindness from the list below that you would like to do
for a neighbour or family friend. Each family member can select one to commit to,
or you can choose to do one together.

Cook them something delicious like a cake, hot bread, or cookies.
Write a note to put in their letter box thanking them for being a great neighbour or friend.
Design them a Thank You card.
Pick or buy some flowers to deliver to them.
Choose a little plant from your garden to give them.
Make them a gift from things around your house.
Offer to do a job for them, like wash their car or water their garden.
Offer to take their pets for a walk.
Invite them over for afternoon tea.
Invite them on a walk.
Recommend one of your favourite books to borrow and read.
Ask them if they need anything from the shops next time you buy groceries.
Say hello next time you see them and ask them how their day is going.
Feel free to do more than one and spread the kindness even further!
Report back to each other in one week and share how your acts of kindness were received,
and how doing them made you feel.

Family Habit Builder:
Every night at dinner, have each person thank another family member for
something they’ve done or said today or give another family member a
compliment.



The use of mobile phones and
technology in schools has
been a highly debated topic
internationally, including in
Australia. Almost all states
and territories in Australia,
have implemented full bans
on mobile phones during
class, recess, and lunch times,
while allowing students to
carry their phones during
travel to and from school.

internationally, including in Australia. Almost all states and territories in Australia,
have implemented full bans on mobile phones during class, recess, and lunch
times, while allowing students to carry their phones during travel to and from
school.

Critics argue that there is no evidence supporting the effectiveness of such bans,
but this is a mischaracterisation. Studies have shown the positive impacts of
mobile phone bans in schools. One study conducted in 2016, found that banning
mobile phones led to an increase in student performance, with test scores
improving by 6.4% of a standard deviation. Similar studies from Spain and Norway
also supported these findings.

For parents concerned about mobile phone separation anxiety in their children, it
is important to acknowledge it as a real issue and discuss the negative effects of
phone addiction, such as sleep problems and mental health issues. Gradually
introducing phone-free periods at home, setting clear expectations and
boundaries and modelling healthy behaviours can help your child cope. It is also
crucial to establish a support network and seek professional help if needed.
Implementing mobile phone bans in schools allows for better focus on teaching
and learning, minimising distractions and interruptions.

This Special Report will help address mobile phone separation anxiety and provide
guidance on supporting your child’s wellbeing during this transition period.

Here is the link to your Special Report
https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-mobile-phone-
separation-anxiety

School TV
Report

https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-mobile-phone-separation-anxiety
https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-mobile-phone-separation-anxiety


Taj O’Brien
Tamika O’Brien

Eliza O’Dowd
Mackenzie Owen

Cooper and Spencer Park
Taj and Finn Parker

Renae, mackinlee, Maverick and Rueben
Parker

 David and Elijah Pickett

Please keep these families in your prayers

Prayer families


