DEVOTION | FINDING THE RIGHT PATH

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.” - Matthew 6:33
Last weekend | found myself at the top of the Grampians at a
crossroads near McKenzie falls, staring at my phone in
frustration. My GPS, which had been my trusted guide,
suddenly stopped working because it couldn't access any
signal. No signal meant no directions. Just me, the open road,
and a decision to make.

There were two paths ahead. One was the road my GPS had
originally suggested, a longer and more indirect route from
what | could see. The other was the road my instincts told me
was the better way—possibly a more direct route, but one |
wasn't completely sure about

| had a choice: trust outdated directions or rely on that small,
inner voice saying ‘Go this way.” Isn't life like that? We follow
our plans, ambitions, and the world’s advice, but then our
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“signal” drops. Our plans stop making sense, and we stand at a

crossroads.

.@”
GOOD (#

SHEPHERD
COLLEGE

2025ISSUE 2

UPCOMING DATES

Week 5

e 25th-28th Feb - Year 11
Camp
28th Feb - Junior District
Swimming Carnival

Week 6
3rd Mar - Junior Athletics
Carnival
6th Mar - Junior Campus

Come & See day
6th Mar - GSC Senior
Athletics Carnival

Please note: Dates are
subject to change. For an up
to date calendar please look

on PAM.

Jesus tells us to seek God's kingdom first—to place Him at the centre of our decisions, before

our fears or best guesses. When we do, He promises everything else will fall into place.
That day, | listened to that small, inner voice saying ‘Go this way” and it led me exactly where |
needed to go—quicker and easier than the longer route. How often do we complicate life by

following the world’s map instead of trusting God's leading?

If you're facing a decision today, pause. Instead of worrying over what to do, seek God first.

Pray. Read His Word. Trust that when you prioritise Him, He will guide you—even when your own

“GPS" fails.



Acting Principal's Ponderings

A Fantastic Start to the Year!

As we settle into Week 4, it's wonderful to reflect on the fantastic
start we've had to the school year. The energy, enthusiasm, and sense
of community across both campuses have been pleasing to see, and
we're excited for all that lies ahead in the coming weeks which, as
you will see, will prove to be very busy.

Last week’s Swimming Carnival was a highlight, with students giving
their best efforts in and out of the pool. It was so great to see the encouragement
and service by those who werent swimming and we congratulate all who
participated. A massive thank you to our staff, parents, and volunteers who helped
make the day such a success—especially Mr Mac and Mr Sanders. Your time and
effort are truly appreciated!

OPEN DAY THIS SUNDAY

Looking ahead, we are excited to welcome families, friends, and prospective students
to our Open Day this Sunday from 1:00-3:00 pm. This is a fantastic opportunity to
showcase our school, meet some of our wonderful staff, and give visitors a glimpse
into the unique learning environment we offer. If you know a family considering
enrolment, please encourage them to come along—we'd love to welcome them!

YEAR 11 CAMP

Next week we wish our Year Tis all the best as they trek off to Melbourne for their
camp. We look forward to hearing all about your trip and what you get to see and
experience.

COMBINED LUTHERAN SCHOOLS YEAR 6 LEADERSHIP DAY

On Monday 24th February we will be hosting the Year 6 students from our local
Lutheran schools for a Leadership day at the Senior campus. This will be a great
opportunity for our young leaders to develop their skills, build connections, and be
encouraged in their leadership journeys. Emma Graetz from Lutheran Education
Australia will be running the day and we hope that it will equip our future leaders to
lead well and with courage and integrity.!

COMING UP
Junior Athletics Carnival: Monday 3rd March
Senior Athletics Carnival: Thursday éth March. Sharon Kotzur

Acting Principal




SUNDAY 23RD FEBRUARY 2025
FROM1-3PM

Join us for our Open Day on
Sunday, 23rd February, from 1=3 PM!

Tour our classrooms

Meet our Principal and some of our
passionate teachers

Experience our warm, welcoming
community

Come and see why our school is the perfect
place for your child to learn and grow!
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Commumty Liaison Report

Nine GSC parents attended our FROGS launch on Monday evening. It was great to
see some new faces join the familiar ones and contribute to the enthusiasm around
our May Market and parent involvement at GSC. Communication regarding FROGS
activities will be included in the Newsletters and also in the facebook group which |
encourage you to join.

FROGS - Friend of Good Shepherd.
https://www.facebook.com/share /g/150GVUBXxDA

May Market- It's Time to Get Ready!!!

It seems like we just started the year but we all need to be thinking MAY MARKET!!
There are many ways you can help with one of our GSC Market stalls, on the day and
in preparation, which include-

Flower Market- GROWERS, do you have a garden or know of anyone with a garden?
Our flowers market relies on our generous donors to provide blooms for our bunches
and bouquets.

Plants Stall- Plant people get growing- we need potted plants, indoor and outdoor
varieties, large and small to stock our popular plant stall.

Farmers Market- Veggies, fruits, herbs etc, fresh produce and preserves, we
welcome all donations.

Bakehouse- For all things homebaked, slices, cakes, muffins, cookies, more bakers
needed to supply the demand for this stall.

Soup and Scones, Mettwurst, Barbeque, Speciality Cakes, and More

Childrens’ Entertainment and Activity Zone

We desperately need a Convenor/Team to coordinate the children's activities at May
Market.. Previously we have had rides, inflatables, games, crafts, treasure hunts ete, it
can be whatever you want to make it. Please think about whether you can help in this
area,. It's an integral part of the market but does need a team to get behind it. Get in
touch with Victoria at GSC on 55712595 for more details. Thank you!


https://www.facebook.com/share/g/15oGVUBxDA/

Junior Jottings

It's Week 4 and we are now certainly in the swing of things!
Routines have been set up, learning patterns established, and
relationships are deepening.

Parent Information Sessions

Thank you to the parents who came to our parent information sessions. We look
forward to a positive partnership with you and your child’s education. If you were
unable to attend the session for your child's classes, please pop in, meet your
child’s teacher and have a chat about any questions you may have.

Chapel

So far we have had Mr Burns’ class and Ms Coghill's class lead Chapel for the
Junior Campus with wonderful presentations about who Jesus is and why he died.
next week Miss Puls’ Year 2 class will be leading Chapel in the hall. You are very
welcome to come along and worship with us. Our Chapel Band has also been
fantastic with leading music and singing, along with our enthusiastic parent
volunteers who do a great job with playing the piano.

Bible Presentations

Last Friday our Preps, Year Threes and new students were presented with their very
own Bibles by Mrs Marlene Venning and Mrs Alison Walter. The Bibles have been
generously donated by the Ladies Fellowship and the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church. It was wonderful to see the children’s excited expressions when they

received their precious gifts. The Bibles for the older students will remain at school
to be used during Christian Studies lessons and will become a valuable tool in
each student’s understanding of our faith.




SRC

On Friday our newly elected SRC Representatives for the Junior Campus were
awarded their badges during our school assembly. We congratulate the following
students and wish them all the best in their role of serving others:

Prep: Colton Cameron

Year 1: Harvey Woods

Year 2: Maverick Parker

Year 3: Joshua Pretorius, Eleanor Major
Year 4: Joseph Obagbemi, Makenzie Owen
Year 5: David McFarlane, Holly Verschuren
Year 6: Jack McRostie (School captain)

Senior and Junior Campus Open Day

Just a reminder that our Open Day will be held this Sunday, 23rd Feb, from 1-3pm
at both campuses. Come along and invite your friends to see our school and have
a tour of the facilities! There will also be an ‘Open morning’ on Thursday 6th of
March at the Junior Campus to see our school in action.

Early Morning Arrivals and End of Day Supervision

The Junior Campus is able to provide supervision for students who need to be
dropped off early from 8.15am onwards. This supervision will be predominantly in
the yard near the courts, playground and shelter shed area. When students arrive
at school they need to quickly put their school bags away and move outside to see
the yard duty teacher/supervisor. Students must be collected from school by
3.40pm. Please ensure that you have contacted the office on the odd day that you
may be running late. Supervision does not extend past this time.

Student Health Support Plans

Currently we are in the process of reviewing and updating Student Health Support
Plans. At our school, we have many students who are at risk of asthma. If your child
experiences asthma-like symptoms and requires the use of Ventolin, please
provide the school with an Asthma Management Plan created by a registered
medical practitioner and arrange a meeting time to discuss your child’s specific
needs.



Athletics Carnival

The Junior Campus Athletics Carnival (otherwise known as Sports Day) will be held
at the Junior Campus on Monday 3rd of March. During PE lessons and other sport
lessons, students will be learning the correct technique for the various events in
which they will be participating. We will be seeking parent helpers for this event,
and also for running a potential BBQ so please mark the date in your diary.

Bus Travelling Arrangements

We are in the process of introducing a new procedure for travelling arrangements
in the afternoon. An email was sent out to all families this week that requires you
to complete a form for each child. If you didn't receive the email, can you please
contact Catherine and let her know. Please complete the form by Friday the 28th
of February.

May God bless you in the week ahead.
Corinne Landwehr
Head of Junior Campus

LEARNER PROFILES AWARDS

Week 3 WWEELEA
Serena Sehgal for always showing e Douglas Lawrence for showing great
happiness and having a positive approach enthusiasm towards his learning and
to her learning. working well on tasks.
Cash Kele for working well with others Harper Kitt for contributing to class
and always helping around the classroom. discussions and showing confidence in
Cooper Colliton for showing confidence her learning.
with maths tasks. Hunter Bailey: For giving his best in all
Jack McRostie for contributing to class tasks.
discussions with confidence. Charlie Miller-Win for his independent

Isaac Pretorius for his excellent work in and determined approach when working

class and wilnigness to speak in front of on Maths Pathway modules.

others. Emmanuel Cheng for his positive attitude
towards new Maths concepts!




"= RESILIENCE PROJECT.

Gratitude

Working on gratitude helps us to be thankful and appreciate what we have in our
lives, rather than focusing on what we don't have or what we want. When we
practise being grateful, we start to scan the world to look for positives-this only
takes 21 days! Practising gratitude every day increases our levels of energy, and
helps us to feel happier and more focused, determined and optimistic. It even
helps us have a better sleep, lowers levels of anxiety and depression and we are
less likely to get sick. So many benefits-let’s all try to be grateful for the things and
people in our lives every day!

Whole Family Activity:
Gratitude Scavenger Hunt
o As a family create a scavenger hunt list of things that make you happy or you
are grateful for, you can make your own list or use the examples below:
Something that makes you happy
Something you love to smell
Something you enjoy looking at
Something that is your favourite colour
Something you like in nature
Something that is useful for you
o Each member of the family uses the list and has to find as many things as they
can.
e You can hunt for things inside or outside, or both. You can hunt for real things,
or you can also do this using magazines or pictures from the internet.
o After a set amount of time hunting, come back together, have a look at what
each person collected and let them explain why they are grateful for each
item.

Family Habit Builder:
Every night at dinner, have each person talk about their favourite thing about that
day.



" ‘ SPECIAL REPORT

School TV
Healthy

Report Study Habits
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In today's world, where ~, s
distractions are abundant ﬁ O hoolTV
and the pressure to excel is

high, guiding children to develop healthy study habits is more important than ever.
As students aspire to achieve academic success, the cornerstone of that
achievement lies not just in their intelligence or drive, but in the study habits they
cultivate.

It's essential for students to recognise that good study habits aren't merely about
spending extra hours hitting the books. It's more about quality over quantity and
having a more balanced approach. Emphasising the value of a routine is essential.
Consistent study times establish a sense of structure and discipline, turning
studying into a natural part of their daily routine rather than a burdensome task.
Additionally, how students approach their study sessions is equally important.
Taking regular breaks is a crucial part of this process in maintaining focus and
preventing burnout.

Maintaining a healthy lifestyle that includes sufficient sleep, a balanced diet, and
consistent physical activity are indispensable elements that will significantly
impact your child's ability to study effectively. Fostering these healthy habits is one
of the most valuable gifts we can offer children, paving the way for a lifetime of
learning and achievement.

This Special Report will help you support your young person as they embark on
studying for exams.

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this Special Report,
and as always, we welcome your feedback.

If you do have any concerns about the well-being of your child, please contact the
school for further information or seek medical or professional help.

Here is the link to your special report:

https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me /wellbeing_news/special-report-healthy-study-habits-

au


https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-healthy-study-habits-au
https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-healthy-study-habits-au
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Sports Carnival Barbeques

Everyone loves a sausage in bread on sports day! We need parents to help cook and
serve our barbecues at both Junior and Senior Carnivals. We know you like to watch the
events so we are aiming to have a roster to cover the barbecue throughout the day.
Please contact Victoria Easton, Community Liaison Officer on 55712595 to go on the

roster. Thank you.

PRAYER FAMILIES

Charlie, Harry and Jack Miller-Win

Poppey Milne

Saphira Moon

Connor Morris

Jamison Murray

May Northam

Ariand Elania O'Brien
Joseph Obagbemi

Please keep these families in your prayers




