
In 1 Samuel 3:1-10 and 3:19-4:1, we see God’s call to young
Samuel, a boy serving in the temple under Eli’s guidance.
During a time when “the word of the Lord was rare,” God
chose to speak to Samuel, calling his name in the quiet of
night. Samuel, unfamiliar with God’s voice, initially thought
Eli was calling him. But after Eli’s direction, Samuel
responded with, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”
From that moment, God continued to be with Samuel, and
his words proved trustworthy.

Samuel’s story highlights the importance of a receptive
heart. God can speak in unexpected ways, but we must be
ready to listen and respond. Even at a young age, Samuel
demonstrated humility and willingness to serve—a posture
that allowed God’s purpose to unfold in his life.

Upcoming dates
Week 5

 4 November - Student
Free day
5 November - Melbourne
cup Public holiday
6 November - GD Tennis
competition
7 November - Last formal
lessons for Vocational
Major students
7 November - Visit from
Ambulance Victoria
(Junior Campus)

Week 6 
12 November - Year 1/2
Farm visit
13 November - Prep
Transition morning

Dates are subject to change.
Any updates will be

reflected on our PAM
calendar. 
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God’s call to Samuel is a reminder that God desires a relationship with each of us, no
matter our age or understanding. He still speaks today, often through Scripture, prayer,
or others around us. Like Samuel, may we be willing to respond with openness and faith,
ready to act on what God reveals. When we truly listen, God’s voice will guide us,
strengthening our faith and impact in His kingdom.



2025 Student Leaders 
Our student leaders were announced last week. We congratulate and
wish God’s blessing on them all for 2025 …

College Captains: Ellorah McConnachy & Craig Jackson
Academic Captain: Riley Millard
Service Captains - Archie Price & Tanika Francis
Cultural Captain - Gabi Rentsch
Sport Captain - William Bester

Acting Principal's Ponderings

House Captains -
Napier - Emilie Tonissen
Kannenberg - Sophie Verschuren
Pierrepoint - Maddison Cotten

Student Free Day Reminder
A reminder that there is no school on
Monday 4th November (Student Free
Day) or Tuesday 5th November
(Melbourne Cup Public Holiday).

Special activities planned for the end
of term:
We are excited to continue a special initiative at Good Shepherd College that
promises to enrich our students' learning experiences in a fun and engaging way. At
the end of this year, we will be hosting a 4-Day Learning Experience from Thursday
5th to Tuesday 10th of December. This learning experience is designed to broaden our
students' horizons and introduce them to a variety of skills and activities outside the
traditional curriculum.
This initiative aims to support students to build skills in areas that interest them which
are not normally covered by the school curriculum. We believe that learning should
extend beyond the classroom and that these experiences will provide valuable life
skills and memories for our students. Students have been given the opportunity to
suggest activities and skills they would like to develop. Across the 4 days, students will
engage in 3 learning activities of their choice and spend one day at The Outside Inn
undertaking a range of fun outdoor learning activities.
I’m sure that it will be a highlight of the term.



Immersion - Art & Musical Evening
Come along on Wednesday, 20th November, from 6:30pm to 7:30pm at the Senior
Campus Chapel, where our talented students will showcase their creativity through
art and music. It's a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and support our budding
young artists. Don’t miss this inspiring evening of visual and musical talent – all are
welcome!

Headstart Weeks will be held from 25th November - 4th December for all students
in Year 7-11.

Our Headstart Program is designed to give students a unique opportunity to begin
exploring next year's curriculum in a fun and engaging way. This program aims to
provide a smooth transition into the upcoming school year, allowing students to build
confidence and familiarity with new concepts and skills. Through interactive activities,
collaborative projects, and focused instruction, your child will not only get a head
start on their learning but also develop important social connections with their peers.
We believe that this early engagement will set the stage for a successful year ahead,
and we look forward to partnering with you in supporting your child's growth and
development. 

All students are expected to attend classes as normal for these weeks. 
Any students in the Vocational Major stream considering work placements during this
time need to apply for an Authorised Absence. Forms can be obtained from the front
office.

Year 12 and Year 10 Camps
Our Year 12s will be going on camp to Port Fairy in Week 8 Monday 25th - 27th
November whilst our Year 10s will be on camp the following week and so will be
absent for the second week of Headstart.

End of School dates for Year 10 and 11 - Change of advertised date.
Please note that Year 10s and 11s last day of school is Wednesday 4th December
and as such are required to attend school until this day. As stated above, any
students considering work placements/employment during this time need to apply
for an Authorised Absence. Forms can be obtained from the front office.

God’s blessings for a great long weekend!!! Sharon Kotzur
Acting Principal



Teacher Appreciation
As we celebrate World Teachers Day, we want to extend our deepest gratitude to the
remarkable educators at Good Shepherd College who inspire, challenge, and
support our students every day. Your dedication goes beyond the classroom, shaping
young minds and hearts with patience, creativity, and passion.
Teachers, your influence extends far beyond the lessons you teach. You nurture
curiosity, encourage resilience, and foster a love of learning that lasts a lifetime. Your
commitment to education is a gift that transforms lives and builds a brighter future
for all.

Your influence and kind support inspire us to strive to great academic lengths and to
do better not only at school but in life. 

On this special day, we honour your hard work and celebrate the positive impact you
make in our community. Thank you for your unwavering dedication, for believing in
each student, and for the countless ways you contribute to their growth and success.
Happy World Teachers Day!

With gratitude and admiration,
From all the students at 
Good Shepherd College



It has been another busy couple of weeks at the Junior Campus.
Students have been involved in camps, cricket tournaments and
of course swimming lessons. It was wonderful to hear the
excitement and laughter down hallways this week in anticipation
of swimming lessons. Swimming is all about trust! When we jump
into the pool, we learn to trust ourselves and the water. Each
time we swim, we let go of fear and embrace the fun. Just like in
life, our confidence grows with every stroke. Each lap reminds us
that we can overcome challenges, both in the water and outside
of it. Philippians 4:13 says “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” No matter the task at hand, we can always rely
on God to walk with us and guide us. 
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Staffing Update
At the end of the year Mrs Ruth Hayward who has been a part of our learning
support team over the past 7 years will be finishing up. We have been very blessed
to have Ruth here at the Junior Campus and she will be greatly missed. The impact
she has had on students, staff and the whole school community has been
significant. We wish herself and her husband Joel all the very best moving forward.
Mr Matt Lowe will also be finishing up at the end of the year. He will be moving to
Ballarat to be closer to his partner Alice. We thank Matt for the past 2 years at the
Junior Campus and the impact he has had on the students, staff and community.   

We welcome Christine Kelly to our teaching team for 2025 who has been
appointed to teach Year 3/4. Christine has worked at GSC before and with her
extensive experience and passion for teaching, and literacy in particular, I am sure
that our students will benefit immensely from all that she will bring to Good
Shepherd College. We look forward to welcoming her to our team.

Junior Jottings



Learner Profiles AwardS
Adrian Burn

Acting Head of Junior Campus

Class Teachers and Structures for 2025
The Junior Campus classes and teachers have now been finalised for next year
and are as follows:

Prep/1 - Sophie Jurecky and Sarah Lynch
Yr 2 - Corinne Landwehr  
Yr 3/4 - Jacinta Puls 
Yr 3/4 - Christine Kelly
Yr 5/6 - Erin Coghill
Yr 5/6 - Adrian Burn

Prep Transition Morning
Our first Prep Transition Morning will be held on Wednesday 13th November, 9-11am
and is an exciting time designed to help our incoming Prep students smoothly
transition into their new school environment. This special morning provides another
opportunity for our newest and youngest students to familiarise themselves with
their new classroom, meet their teachers, and engage in fun activities that
promote socialisation and a sense of belonging. Through interactive games,
storytelling, and hands-on experiences, the transition sessions aim to alleviate any
anxieties and create a positive and welcoming atmosphere for our youngest
students as they embark on their educational journey.

Week 3
Harper Kitt for being Joyous
Mitchell Venning for being Confident
Emmanuel Cheng for being Curious
Digby Price for being Joyous
Andy Stewart for being Curious

Week 4
 Oliver Colliton for being Curious
Eamon Lonergan-Hrast for being Curious
Hosea Kerekere for being Relational
Athena Manolas for being Joyous
Monty Price for being Confident
Charlie Miller-Win for being Joyous

Learner Profiles AwardS



Respectful Relationships
Fostering a nurturing environment of respectful relationships within your family holds
the key to not only harmonious living but also improved academic outcomes for your
children. As parents and caregivers, embracing the art of teaching children about
respect at a young age sets the stage for a lifetime of healthy interactions and
empathetic understanding. It will help cultivate a positive environment where
communication flourishes, conflicts are resolved constructively, and bonds are
fortified.
Teaching children to respect themselves and others will open up avenues for both
personal growth and academic achievement. Fostering an environment where
respect is not just a word, but a practised behaviour, will empower young people with
essential life skills. Effective communication, active listening, and the art of
compromise will provide your child with a solid foundation that will transcend family
interactions and help them collaborate effectively with peers, teachers and the
broader community.
Equipping children with an understanding of healthy versus unhealthy relationships is
an important aspect of their development. It will guide them to make informed
choices, foster positive connections, and set boundaries that contribute to their
emotional well-being. Understanding the nuances between healthy and unhealthy
relationships provides children with the essential tools to navigate their social world,
build self-esteem, and cultivate meaningful relationships.
In this edition of SchoolTV, learn how to empower young people in healthy
interactions to embrace differences and forge connections that honour their self-
worth.
Here is the link to your Edition https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/respectful-
relationships

https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/respectful-relationships
https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/respectful-relationships


Niranjan Kiran, Belle & Hunter Kirkwood,
Harper Kitt, Samual Koh, Charlie Kruger,

Gemma Kyle, Matilda Lacey, Tahi Le-Geyt,
Hannah & Logan Lewis.

Please keep these families in your
prayers

Prayer families

A reminder from the Finance Office that
GSC has moved our business banking from

Westpac to Bendigo Bank.

New Account: Bendigo Bank
Account Name: Good Shepherd College

BSB: 633000
Account No.: 219482296

We are moving to Bendigo Bank


