
Upcoming dates
Week 9:

10th June - Kings
Birthday Public Holiday
16th June - HPV Race:
Adelaide

Week 10:
18 June - the General
Achievement Test

Week 11:
28 June - Term 2
concludes 2:20 PM

Term 3 - Week 1:
16 July - Term 3
commences
19 July - Primary Hockey
19 July - GD Senior
Basketball

Dates are subject to change.
Any updates will be
reflected on our PAM
calendar. 

Devotion  

The Shepherd's Stories

The parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-24) offers
profound lessons on grace, forgiveness, and
unconditional love. Some of us, like the prodigal, stray
far from home, pursuing fleeting pleasures only to find
emptiness. When we return, feeling unworthy, our
Heavenly Father welcomes us with open arms, ready to
celebrate our return and restore us.

Others may identify with the older sibling, who dutifully
works and obeys the rules. When the prodigal is warmly
welcomed, it’s easy to feel resentment and bitterness,
questioning why the wayward one receives special
treatment. This struggle reflects our challenge in
understanding our Father’s boundless grace. We know
His rules but often miss His heart, which overflows with
love and mercy for all His children. 

At different times, we may be either son, but ultimately,
we are called to emulate the Father. The Father
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demonstrates unconditional love and forgiveness, celebrating the return of the
prodigal and reaching out to the resentful older son, affirming his worth and gently
correcting his attitude. Our Heavenly Father’s love is beyond measure. He eagerly
awaits our return when we stray and meets us with compassion. He also understands
and guides those who struggle with forgiveness, inviting everyone into His embrace.
This parable reminds us to embody the Father’s love, grace, and forgiveness in our
lives.



Principal's Ponderings

Enrolments for 2025
The end of term is a busy time in my office. I have had the privilege to meet a
number of new families as they join me for enrolment interviews. With more
expressions of interest than places for 2025, it has been a joyous experience to
listen to so many families share why they would like their child to continue their
learning journey at our college. The next few weeks will continue to be busy as we
complete all prospective student interviews, with the hope to have all letters of offer
communicated by early Term 3. 

Eisteddfod 
The Eisteddfod buzz has hit GSC across both Junior and Senior campuses this week.
Congratulations to all students who entered the Eisteddfod this year.  The
Eisteddfod offers a fantastic platform to showcase talent and hard work, build
confidence in performance and teach valuable lessons of perseverance and
resilience. Keep an eye on our Facebook page for updates of our talented students
and their successes in this wonderful event. 

Cross Country Success
Earlier in the fortnight, our cross country athletes headed to Warrnambool to
compete in the regional championships. We witnessed some amazing runs and a
slew of personal bests being smashed. Huge congratulations to all our runners for
their exceptional athleticism and sportsmanship. A special shout out to Leayla Pohl
and Archer Schultz, securing their place at the State Cross Country championships
on Thursday 18th July. 

As we begin the home stretch of Term 2, there is a buzz around the
campuses as students prepare final projects and assignments from
the key learnings of the term. It is an exciting place to be, seeing
learning in action occurring across all of our spaces. 

Melissa Evans
College Principal



Damien Evans
Head of Senior Campus

The Senior Scoop
With three weeks to go in the term, a long weekend is a great
opportunity to rest and rejuvenate. An eleven week Term Two is
quite demanding on the students and has certainly been a
challenge for the resilience and will power for many. With three
weeks remaining and bugs circulating around the community it’s a
timely reminder for a conversation about for healthy habits.
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This week, I have some dinner table conversation starters for you all:
 

What can I eat to sustain concentration during the school day?
Why is it important to sleep and wake at a consistent time each day?
How can I talk to God if I'm tired?
Who can I talk to at school if the assessment schedule is wearing me down?
How can I be the best version of me?

 
Dinner table conversations are a wonderful, low pressure opportunity to build
relationships with our children. Fostering a culture of conversation with family can
build trust and honesty through open dialogue.
 
Another way to increase conversation with our students is by walking beside them. I
encourage you all at some time over the weekend to take a walk with your child.
It's amazing the difference walking beside someone can make.
 
As always within our community, we are always willing to talk with you. If you have
any questions regarding the progress of your student, please reach out to your
student's PCG and class teachers.
 
God bless you all.



Junior Jottings
Blessings come in many shapes and sizes! At our Junior Campus,
we love to be blessed and we love to be a blessing to others.

Eisteddfod Week!
Congratulations to the Strings Ensemble and Choir for their amazing performances
during the week at the Eisteddfod! The String Ensemble played two songs on
Wednesday afternoon; Undercurrents, and Snap, Crackle & Pop, and they were
awarded first place in both sections! 

The Choir sang in three different sections. In the first section, they sang ‘Dona Nobis
Pacem’ which means ‘Grant us Peace’ and ‘My Superhero’, and in the second
section they sang ‘In Jesus Name’. The choir was awarded 2nd Place in these
sections. After a short break they returned to the stage to sing ‘Short’nin’ Bread’,
winning 1st Place. 

We could not be prouder of the way the students presented their group
performances and are so blessed to have Kate Wear leading the music program
(including the String Ensemble) as well as our Choir Director, Beth Tonissen and
Piano Accompanist, Francine Bell. We thank them for sharing their gifts and talents
with us. Congratulations also to the following students from the Junior Campus who
performed on piano, strings or vocal as individuals or as part of a duet:
Ella Grace Hartley, David McFarlane, Keerthana Vipinkumar, James Manolas, Daisy
Button, Tessa Verschuren, Amelia Joseph,  Eleanor Major, Alani Wedding,  Henry
Wear, and Erica Hartley.

Getting out and about
During a recent visit to HIRL, our Prep class had the incredible opportunity to
discover the bandicoot habitat, sparking discussions about the importance of
preserving all animals and their landscapes.

Additionally, their visit included a tour of the indigenous garden, where they tasted
and smelt the different plants. 

We thank John Graham who gently guided the Preps throughout their visit to HIRL,
together with the staff who made the excursion possible.



Learner Profiles AwardS
This year our weekly awards at the Junior Campus will be awarded in line with our Learner
Profile. We congratulate the following students: 
Week 6

Colin Hilsdon for being Service Focused
Cooper Colliton for being Joyous 
Amity Cheng for being Confident
Bella Hadden for being Relational
Emmanuel Cheng for being Balanced
Finn Parker for being Courageous
Sally Elder for being Joyous

Week 7
Harvey Woods for being Relational;
Joshua Pretorius for being Confident
Monty Price for being Courageous
Mackinlee Parker for being Resilient
Eliza O’Dowd for being Balanced
Nate Weilbaecher for being Empathetic

Soccer Friendlies
Last Friday we had the opportunity to wander over to
The Hamilton and Alexandra College Junior Campus to
have a friendly game of soccer. Both schools put
together a mixed team made up of Year 4-6 students,
and there were loud cheers for both teams as they
played against each other.

Ali Wedding
Head of Junior Campus



TRP Parent Webinar - Recording 
Last week the Good Shepherd Community had the chance to attend the third
Resilience Project Webinar. This weeks Webinar focused on the topic of
Digital Wellbeing for Families, exploring practical tips and strategies to
create healthy habits around screen time to positively impact relationships
and strengthen connections in the home.

Please click the following link to access the recording of the webinar.
https://bit.ly/trpparentsession3

Linked in the recording is a QR Code that takes you to a Digital Wellbeing for
Families - Tip Sheet, which includes key points for yourself and your family
when it comes to Digital Wellbeing.

From the finance office
OVERDUE SCHOOL FEES

We have a significant amount of Term 2
school fees outstanding.

To avoid escalation, please ensure prompt
payment is made.

For those on a payment arrangement plan,
continue as per your arrangement.

If you have any questions regarding your
account, please contact Angela on 5571 2595

or aspillman@gsc.vic.edu.au

https://bit.ly/trpparentsession3
https://qrcodes.pro/iiEdYI
https://qrcodes.pro/iiEdYI
mailto:aspillman@gsc.vic.edu.au


Careers 
Western Victorian Careers Expo

Year 10 and 11 students will travel to Longerenong to attend the Western
Victorian Careers Expo on June 25th. This event provides a fantastic
opportunity for students to explore different industries, universities,
ejjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjemployers, and more. The bus will
depart from the Senior Campus
at 8:15 AM and students will
return in time for the afternoon
bus run.

Parents can find more information
on PAM, and students can check
SIMON.

Junior Campus SRC Days



Cameron & Aiden Christie, Maiah &
Anabelle & Oliver Colliton, Addy

Colliton, Cooper Colliton
Please keep these families in

your prayers

Prayer families

Outdoor Ed Camp
Our Year 9/10 Outdoor Education students recently returned from an adventurous camp at
Lower Glenelg National Park, bursting with stories of adventure, friendship, connections and
personal growth. Over the course of three days, they hiked 30km and canoed 7km through
the stunning natural landscapes, fully immersing themselves in the great outdoors.
Camping in tents and cooking with Trangias provided a unique hands-on learning
experience. Students not only consolidated their existing skills but also discovered new
odddones while developing a sense of independence and
confidence in nature. Their journey was not just
about physical challenges; it was a testament to
their resilience and teamwork.
Throughout the camp, students faced challenges
and together with the support of each other were
able to overcome them. The spirit of the group and
the encouragement they shared with one another
was wonderful. Downtime was filled with laughter
and games, fostering strong bonds and creating
cherished memories.
This camp was more than just a trip; it was a
transformative experience. Students returned with a
deeper appreciation for nature, stronger friendships,
and a sense of accomplishment. The skills and
memories they gained will undoubtedly last a
lifetime, making this camp an unforgettable
highlight of their school year.


