
Upcoming dates
Week 5: 

16th May - Live4Life Launch
Excursion
16th May - Come and Try Day:
Yr 7 2025
17th May - Primary Divisional
Cross Country
18th May - HPV Race 2: Tailem
Bend

Week 6:

UPCOMING STUDENT 
FREE DAY:

Friday 7th June

Dates are subject to change. Any
updates will be reflected on our
PAM calendar. 

Devotion  

The Shepherd's Stories

Jeremiah 17: 7-8
“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
whose confidence is in him. They will be like a
tree planted by the water that sends out its roots
by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes;
its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a
year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”

This passage from Jeremiah 17:7-8 beautifully
illustrates the profound benefits of placing our
trust and confidence in the Lord. Just as a tree
planted by the water remains steadfast and
fruitful despite external challenges, so too are
those who rely on God. The imagery of the tree's
roots extending by the stream symbolises a deep,
unwavering connection with God, providing
sustenance and strength in all circumstances.

Trusting in the Lord doesn't exempt us from
facing difficulties, but it grants us unshakable
peace and resilience. In times of trial, we need
not fear or worry, for our trust in God sustains us.
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Principal's Ponderings

Meeting with Executive Director of LEVNT
Colin Minke visited Hamilton last week and I had the privilege of sharing our strategic
initiatives and future vision for our college with him. It was a productive session
where we exchanged ideas and outlined plans to ensure our college continues to
thrive while meeting the greater mission and vision for Lutheran Education in
Australia.

Parent-Teacher Interviews: A Grateful Note
A big thank you to all the families who participated in the recent Parent-Teacher
Interviews. Your engagement and support are invaluable in fostering a collaborative
learning environment for our students. These conversations play a crucial role in
shaping their academic journey, and we appreciate your active involvement.

Western Hub Principals Meeting
Last Friday, I met with the Western Hub Principals from the 7 Lutheran schools that
form the Western side of Victoria. We delved into discussions about our greater
mission and ministry as Lutheran schools, which was affirming and inspiring.
Collaborative efforts like these strengthen our resolve to provide holistic education
rooted in our Christian faith and values.

Enrolment Buzz at GSC
Excitement is in the air in Hamilton! Our enrolments team are busy fielding enquiries
and securing 2025 enrolments. It’s a testament to the growing reputation and
appeal of our college.  Next week sees our Come and Try Day for Year 7, 2025. With
nearly 60 families expressing interest, it’s indeed an exhilarating time to be a part of
GSC!

Happy Mother’s Day
Last but certainly not least, I extend my warmest wishes to all the incredible mothers
in our community. Your love, strength, and unwavering support shape the foundation
of our families and our College. Happy Mother’s Day!

Another fortnight, another very busy week of life at GSC. While there
has been a lot going on across our two campuses, I thought I would
touch base on a few key items from my calendar over the past
fortnight. 

Melissa Evans
College Principal



Damien Evans
Head of Senior Campus

“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he
will not depart from it" Proverbs 22:6

We have hit the middle weeks of term. Hopefully, your students
have hit routine: Getting to and out of bed at a regular time,
attending to homework with consistency, and pursuing sporting
and recreational opportunities weekly. vfvf

The Senior Scoop

Routine is important. Habits are important. Implementing positive habits into our
daily lives can lead to many positive outcomes, not limited to:

Increased productivity
Living more purposefully
Lower stress
More energy

It is important to provide our young people with the tools and motivation to
implement positive routines and habits into their daily lives. Equally important is
eliminating bad habits, that prevent young people from achieving goals. 
A habit I see regularly in our community is people reaching for their phone in
moments of stillness. I worry that our young people often reach for their phone at
the expense of:

Connecting to their faith
Building relationships
Purposeful mindfulness
Accomplishing goals

To support our students in finding alternatives to 'scrolling', students are asked to
leave their phones in their lockers during the school day. To assist with this, could
I ask that parents who need to contact students during the school day, please
contact the office. If a student contacts you regarding illness or something
pressing at school, please direct them to the office and we can provide them
with a phone to call.
 
School is a valuable gift that every Australian has the opportunity to attend. Our
goal is to make every minute matter in the lives of your child.
 
Have a wonderful week ahead.



Junior Jottings
There is a part of me that wants
this year, and this term in
particular, to SLOW DOWN! And
yet, in the midst of the busyness
we are achieving many great
things. In our staff briefings and
meetings we are all amazed at
what our small school can do
when we work together.

meetings we are all amazed at what our small
school can do when we work together.

Walk to School Day
On Friday, 10th May, Junior Campus students,
together with some families and teachers, joined
with students from all around Australia in the
annual ‘Walk to School’ Day. The main focus is to
increase activity levels in children and remind them
that simply adding a short walk to school at the
start and/or end of their day can be great for
themselves.

annual ‘Walk to School’ Day. The main focus is to increase activity levels in
children and remind them that simply adding a short walk to school at the start
and/or end of their day can be great for them.

Pick Up Safety
As we settle into the second term of school it is wonderful to see happy and
engaged learners in our classrooms. For our younger students their growing
confidence is reflected in organising their belongings when they enter the
classroom without parent assistance. As the mornings are now running smoothly
we would like to focus on our after-school processes. 

The end of the day can be hectic and with the growing number of parents
waiting outside classroom doors, it has become difficult for children to exit their
classrooms efficiently. There is a designated pick-up area outside the 5/6
classroom with a teacher rostered on to help students and parents. We would
like to request that parents wait in this area for their children rather than
congregating in the hallways. Students who require additional support to walk
to this space will be assisted by their classroom teacher or sibling. We
appreciate your support in helping us to make this change over the next few
days.
 



We are also concerned about the safety of children in the pick-up zone in
front of the school, especially near the road that goes around the oval.
Please ensure that you are watching your child and helping them to cross
the road safely.

Parents who like to chat are welcome to take their children to the
playground for a few minutes and supervise them there while catching up.

Mother’s Day
We hope that all mothers enjoy a special Mother’s Day this Sunday and
enjoy the gifts from the students, both the handmade and the stall-bought
ones! We thank you for your care and pray that you will be blessed beyond
measure.

May Market
I am hoping to see many of you at the May Market this Saturday! It is a
wonderful event where we can really showcase our amazing community.

Wishing you all a wonderful term ahead!
God bless you.

Ali Wedding
Head of Junior Campus

Learner Profiles Awardees
This year our weekly awards at the Junior Campus will be awarded in line with our Learner
Profile. We congratulate the following students: 

Week 2
Ashia Arun for being Joyous
Hunter Bailey for being Confident
Ryder Evans for being Curious
Renae Parker for being Relational
Elliana O’Brien for being Curious

Week 3
Harvey Woods for being Empathetic
Jessica Smeets for being Joyous
Joseph Obagbemi for being Confident
Annika Vimal for being Balanced
Isaac Pretorius for being Curious
James Manolas for being Curious



Schools Are a Complex Organisation
There are many things that make a school tick. A school
community is a very complicated machine made up of many
moving parts with many mechanics working side by side to
make the machine work as efficiently, effectively and smoothly
as possible. Sport, recreation and outdoor education is like  
an additive to the engine to ensure that we give the machine
the best possible opportunity to achieve what it is designed
for – giving the best chances for the students, staff and
parents to achieve academically, socially and interact with
each other for the benefit of each other. Studies over the last
20 years have shown promising results, suggesting sport and
recreation have multiple benefits for student learning. These
benefits include improved cognitive functioning, increased
motivation, and ability to sustain focus for academic work. By
providing students with social and fun breaks, there are
increased opportunities and a new context for strengthening
student-student and teacher-student relationships. Recreation
opportunities breaks alter the classroom climate by
introducing a new collective action. Such activities have been
shown to increase students’ positive emotions and enjoyment
within the classroom. Energiser activities can also increase
blood flow and epinephrine levels among learners and reduce
student restlessness.

an additive to the engine to ensure that we give the machine the best possible
opportunity to achieve what it is designed for – giving the best chances for the
students, staff and parents to achieve academically, and socially and interact
with each other for the benefit of each other. Studies over the last 20 years
have shown promising results, suggesting sport and recreation have multiple
benefits for student learning. These benefits include improved cognitive
functioning, increased motivation, and the ability to sustain focus for academic
work. By providing students with social and fun breaks, there are increased
opportunities and a new context for strengthening student-student and
teacher-student relationships. Recreation opportunities breaks alter the
classroom climate by introducing a new collective action. Such activities have
been shown to increase students’ positive emotions and enjoyment within the
classroom. Energiser activities can also increase blood flow and epinephrine
levels among learners and reduce student restlessness. There are so many
opportunities for students of all sporting abilities at the school. How much is
your son or daughter involved in the co-curricular side of the school? 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award and Compass Award 
New co-curricular opportunities for the students, will be launched at the college
next week on Monday (Senior College) and Wednesday (Junior College). The
Duke of Edinburgh Award (open to students 14 years of age and older) and the
Compass Award (open to students 10 years – 13 years) are internationally
recognised across more than 50 countries worldwide. Students, once signed
into their respective awards, will set personal goals, develop leadership skills
and develop the life skills of self-confidence, resilience, initiative and
organisations they complete activities across four distinct sections of voluntary
servi

Sport Shorts



service, skills, physical recreation and an adventurous journey. I will speak
at the Junior Sports assembly next Wednesday morning and will host an
information briefing on Monday lunch recess (1 pm) in the Art Room for
Senior Campus students. The college aims to provide all aspects of the
program activities at school, though students can and will complete some
aspects outside of school time. Parents can find out further information
about the two awards by contacting Peter McMahon  or by going to
The Compass Award – www.compassaward.org.au 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award – www.dukeofed.com.au 

Sporting Success at Good Shepherd College
What a week that we have had sporting-wise at the College. Outside of
school life, we have had several students participating and succeeding in
AFL, swimming and basketball. It is so encouraging to see the students
spreading their wings and not letting distance to training, games and
competition stop their success.
Congratulations to our Junior College athletes who gained representation
in the Glenelg Junior Athletics Team: Tessa Verschuren (80 metres
hurdles, 100 metres and 200 metres), Seamus McDonald ( 100 metres,
triple jump and 80 metres hurdles) and the 12-13 Years Boys 4 x 100
metres relay (Seamus McDonald, Harley Evans, Andy Stewart and Paddy
Price). The Regional Carnival will be held in Term 4.
Last Monday the College sent its largest ever squad to the Senior District
Cross Country Carnival. This was held on a very challenging course on the
Casterton State College property. We had many top 10 finishers across
the 12 age divisions. Special note to Hunter Kirkwood (14 years Boys) and
Archer Schultz (16 years Boys) who both came 3rd in their respective
events. The squad's combined efforts resulted in the College being
awarded the Star Award (number of students competing versus placing
and number of students enrolled at the school). A great effort everyone.
Best wishes to all the students, staff and parents involved in the 6-hour
Human Powered Vehicle competition in South Australia next week.
Have a great week everyone. Go gently. Peter McMahon

Director of Sport and
 Outdoor Education

http://www.compassaward.org.au/
http://www.dukeofed.com.au/


GD Cross Country & Divisional Athletics

Year 7 Eastern Barred Bandicoot excursion
Recently, the Year seven's attended the Bandicoot enclosure at HIRL in
Hamilton as part of their ecology studies in Science class. Students were able
to experience some of the native habitat of Hamilton while learning about the
Bandicoot life cycle and food web in the local area. 

This practical experience will aid the students in their case study of the
endangered Eastern Barred Bandicoot (Perameles gunnii) and the conservation
measures being taken to help this species in their rehabilitation, both in
Hamilton and western Victoria.



Workplace Wonderings
Workplace Visits with the Vocational Major Students

Xzavier - Look Cabling Solutions
During his work placement at Look
Cabling Solutions, Xavier has
proven to be a diligent and
adaptable team member. From
sweeping gravel off the driveway to
stocking shelves, he approaches
each task with enthusiasm and
precision. Eager to explore new
horizons, Xavier expresses a keen
interest in experimenting with the
3D printer, showcasing his
innovative mindset. He finds solace
in the camaraderie of his
coworkers, describing them as
helpful and supportive. Xavier
cherishes his daily walk to work,
relishing the scenic route along the
lake, which adds an extra layer of
enjoyment to his workday routine.

Maddie - Hamilton Indoor Leisure
& Aquatic Centre
Maddie finds immense fulfillment in her
role at HILAC, particularly in assisting
people to realise their potential. Whether
it's through group exercise classes or
administrative tasks, Maddie takes pride
in contributing to the growth and
success of others. Moreover, she relishes
the diversity of her job, embracing the
varied responsibilities that come her way
with enthusiasm and adaptability.
Maddie's passion for helping others
reach their goals and her appreciation
for the dynamic nature of her work make
her an invaluable asset to the team at
HILAC. Maddie thrives in the
collaborative atmosphere, describing her
colleagues as great people to work with.



Are you ready for May Market?

May Market 



Ethan & Phil Budd, Mac Burland,
Harry & Daisy Button

Please keep these families in
your prayers

Prayer families

From the business office
Just a reminder that Term 2 fees are
due by 17th May. Thank you to those
who have already paid.
For those on a payment plan, please
continue as per your arrangement.
Long-standing payment plans are
currently being reviewed. Where
changes are required, families will be
contacted.
If circumstances change that will
impact the ability to meet financial
obligations, please notify the school as
soon as possible as bursary
assistance/flexible payment
arrangements may be available.
Please contact me on 5571 2595 if you
have any account enquiries.
Angela – Finance Officer

Webinar 3 - Digital Wellbeing for Families Webinar

Good Shepherd College, proudly partnered with The Resilience Project, are
excited to announce our second TRP in Action for Parents!  Please see the
attached flyer for important information on the contents of our second
webinar and the below details for dates and times.

Our third TRP in Action for Parents and Carers Webinar (with other schools) is
scheduled on Tuesday 4th June from 6:30 - 7:30 pm AEST. 
Click the following link to register for the Webinar:
https://au01web.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5cpdeuppzoqHdwKxhGunx_6Uc
l-3nzi7koo

Sport Uniforms
If any families still have GSC Sports
tops from their participation in
basketball, soccer, or football
teams in the past, we kindly
request that they return them to
the Senior Campus. These tops can
be utilised again for the upcoming
sporting events. Your cooperation
in this matter is greatly
appreciated.

https://au01web.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5cpdeuppzoqHdwKxhGunx_6Ucl-3nzi7koo
https://au01web.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5cpdeuppzoqHdwKxhGunx_6Ucl-3nzi7koo


Digital Wellbeing for
Families Webinar

AUDIENCE
Parents & Carers

TIME & DURATION
60 minutes

PARENTS & CARERS

FORMAT
Online Webinar

Be provided with ideas and strategies to enhance their own digital
wellbeing to role model for their family.

This new presentation gives parents/carers the opportunity to reflect on their
family’s digital wellbeing. They will explore practical tips and strategies to create
healthy habits around screen time to positively impact relationships and strengthen
connections within the home. 

Presented to you and other schools, parents/carers throughout the session will:

Gain insight into the latest research around family screen time and
its impact on individual and collective wellbeing in the home.

Feel equipped to support their children’s device usage with practical
strategies without screen shaming, banning or removing devices.

ABOUT THIS WORKSHOP


