
Upcoming dates
Week 9:

26th March - GD Senior Cricket
27th March - Senior Campus
Come & Try day: Yr 7 2025 
28th March - Last Day of Term 1
2:20pm finish
29th March - Good Friday
30th March - Easter Saturday
31st March - Easter Sunday

Term 2 Week 1:
16th April - Term 2 commences

Dates are subject to change. Any
updates will be reflected on our
PAM calendar. 

Devotion  

The Shepherd's Stories

Embracing the Easter Story: A Pathway to
Renewal

As Easter approaches, let's delve into its profound
significance for Christians worldwide. Beyond the
festivities of bunnies and eggs, Easter marks the
pivotal moment of our faith – Jesus Christ's
resurrection. It's a narrative of hope, redemption,
and unyielding love. Through Christ's triumph over
death, we find solace and strength to navigate
life's trials. Easter underscores God's limitless love
and the transformative power of forgiveness,
urging us to extend grace to others. As we gather
with loved ones, let's carry this timeless message in
our hearts – we're redeemed, and through faith,
we're anchored in hope. May Easter inspire us to
lead lives brimming with purpose, compassion, and
grace, echoing the love that Christ exemplified.
Blessings abound as we embrace the renewal that
Easter brings.
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Principal's Ponderings
As we come to the last couple of weeks of the term, there has
been a lot happening across our campuses as we continue to
embrace making every minute matter - our 2024 theme. 

NAPLAN Testing: Across Years 3, 5, 7, and 9, our students have 

shown commendable dedication and focus during the recent NAPLAN testing.
These assessments provide valuable insights into individual progress and help us
tailor our support to ensure that every student reaches their full potential.

Our Senior Campus recently hosted a spirited Athletics Carnival at Mitchell
Park, showcasing not only the talents and sportsmanship of our students, but
our connected and supportive community in action. It was heartening to witness
their enthusiasm and teamwork throughout the event. Many thanks to Dr Peter
McMahon and Mr Phil Sanders for their leadership and organisation of this day. 

We were honoured to welcome Mr. Colin Minke, the Executive Director of the
Lutheran Education Victoria, New South Wales, and Tasmania (LEVNT), to our
campuses last week. His visit provided an opportunity to share insights, ideas,
and visions for the future of education within our community.

Our Junior Campus held a successful Open Day this week, inviting prospective
families to experience our nurturing learning environment firsthand. It was
wonderful to see the excitement and curiosity of our visitors as they explored
our facilities and engaged with our dedicated staff. At the Senior Campus,
Principal Tours have begun for prospective families also. 

Both our Junior and Senior Campuses participated with vitality in their
respective District Athletics Carnivals, demonstrating outstanding athleticism
and sportsmanship. We commend our students for their exemplary
representation of our school values on and off the field.

Melissa Evans
College Principal



The Senior Scoop

Damien Evans
Head of Senior Campus

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life." John 3:16

I write the newsletter article this week with gratitude, love
and humility. As Good Friday approaches, I find
dbcksbbdc myself drawn to John 3:16 and repeating John 3:16 and ruminating on the

depth of love that God has shown us through Jesus Christ. I'm in awe and
am looking forward to sharing Easter time with the community, my loved
ones, and practicing gratitude for God's love and sacrifice. Looking
forward, I wish you all a joyful, reflective and restorative Easter Break.

Looking back, I am humbled, thankful and enlivened at the term that has
been. I am thankful for the Good Shepherd community: staff, students,
parents and support groups. It has been a busy term, full of learning, fun,
reflection and growth. I am deeply appreciative every day for the
community that I feel called to serve. Most recently, I am thankful to our
PE staff, Peter McMahon and Phil Sanders. The recent athletics carnival
ran effectively and efficiency. Staff and students alike had smiles on their
faces all day, showing respect and gratitude to one another during the
event. It was uplifting to see the 'can do' attitude shown by students as
they gave their very best in each event. A similar attitude has been shown
all term by Peter and Phil as they have navigated and organised school
district and regional swimming and school, regional and district athletics.
Next, cross country. I'm so thankful for the staff at GSC and their
willingness to go above and beyond to serve the best interests of our
students.

Thank you!
Wishing you all a safe and restorative Easter Break. I know the staff and
students deserve it.



A BIG TERM!
Wow, this term has been amazing - filled with so many
exciting firsts for our Prep students, and different events for
everyone including many sporting competitions! 

Our Art teacher, Mrs Denise McMahon, has worked with the
Prep 

Junior Jottings

May God bless your week ahead,
Ali Wedding

Head of Junior Campus

Prep - Year 6 students to create a sculpture which will be part of the
exhibition at the Cavendish Red Gum Festival, together with other artworks
that will be part of the indoor display. We are looking forward to being part
of this great community event!
NAPLAN
We have almost completed the NAPLAN assessments! The students in Year 3
and 5 seemed to enjoy the experience and we look forward to seeing their
‘snapshot’ of achievement when we receive the results later in the year.
Open Day
Our first Open Day was a lovely chance to share our learning environment
with new families interested in an education at Good Shepherd College. We
will also hold 2 Open Mornings early next term where families are again
invited into our campus to explore what we have to offer. Our student
leaders were impressive as they shared their love of the school with families!  
Easter
Coming into Easter, we focus on the love of Jesus as we learn about and
remember that he died on the cross and rose again to save us from our sins. It
is truly special to share this message with each and every student here at
GSC.
Bible Presentations
This week after Chapel, our Prep, Year 3 and new students to the College will
be presented with a Bible from the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. It is a
special gift and we pray that each child who receives the Bible will find that
God’s word truly gives life!



May
Market
2024

ALL GSC FAMILIES ARE ASKED TO
COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING FORM
TO INDICATE HOW AND WHEN YOU
CAN HELP WITH THIS ,  OUR ANNUAL
WHOLE SCHOOL FUNDRAISER.

SATURDAY
MAY 11TH
9.30-2PM

click here

Learner Profiles Awardees
This year our weekly awards at the Junior Campus will be awarded in line with our Learner
Profile. We congratulate the following students: 
Week 7

Colin Hilsdon for being Empathetic
Eleanor Major for being Balanced
Seth Wallace for being Confident
Connor Morris for being service focused
Jade Wallace for being Joyous
Jack McRostie for being courageous

Week 8
Sonny Porter for being Confident
Joshua Sebastian for being Confident
Jazmine Kenny for being Resilient
Ava Maguire for being Confident
Andy Stewart for boing Confident
Saxon Elton for being Confident

It’s almost that time of year. Preparations for May Market are well underway. Around 50
market sellers have requested sites this year so it is going to be bigger than ever. With a few
lovely new local sellers joining the ranks.  
Good Shepherd College will again have our popular Barbeque, Speciality Cakes, Mettwurst,
Flowers, Produce, Plants, Soup and Bakehouse stalls which will need the support of our GSC
families to ensure their success. Our popular Food Court could use the support of another
savoury food option, so if you have any ideas or expertise, please let me know.
We desperately need Flowers Team members to source, prepare and sell the flowers, as well
as Kids Activity team members and all of the usual set up, pack up and stall helpers.
The link has gone out in this newsletter for you to let us know when and where you can help.
This really takes a whole school effort - parents, staff and students, to bring this amazing day
together.
Any questions or ideas to Victoria, Community Liaison Officer, on 5571 2595.

May Market - From the CLO

https://forms.gle/WQFP1762f2J4KaDYA


Sport Shorts
It has again been a very busy fortnight at Good Shepherd for
our students and staff across many facettes of sport. It has
been fantastic to see how many students are succeeding in
sport outside of school time. Our swimming fraternity have
been very busy. This week 5 of our students will represent the
school at the Greater Western Region Swimming Carnival.
dfvf

Over the long weekend, several of our female students played in teams at the
Glenelg State Netball titles in Ballarat. Abbey Crawford, Emilie Tonissen,
Ellorah McConachy and Sophie Rentsch all played, and Sophie Crawford was
the manager for one of the teams. From all reports, the girls played really well.

We wish Henry Wear all the very best of luck as he represents the school at the
Junior Regional Tennis competition at Ballarat this week. Henry won all his
games at the district level, so goes into the tournament as one of the top
seeds.

Cross Country practice will begin in HPE classes next week. The school’s
carnival will be held at the Senior Campus in week 2 of term 2. A number of
courses are being mapped out for the various age groups. Junior Campus’
students will be transported to the Senior Campus for the event.         
f

Alani Wedding, Tessa Verschuren, Imogen Wedding,
Campbell Lonergan-Hrast and Andy Stewart. Hamish
Murrihy also gained selection but opted to compete at
the District Athletics Carnival being run on the same
day in Portland. Alani, Imogen, Gemma Kyle and
Mikayla McRostie also recently competed in the All
Juniors Carnival in Melbourne. This was a great
experience for the girls who felt first-hand the
pressure of competing in a large carnival. Several
personal bests were swum by the girls over the
weekend.



Age
Girls Age
Champion

Boys Age Champion

6 Years Ashia Arun Leo Wear

7 Years Jessica Smeets Jack Links

8 Years Athena Manolas Oluwatosin Obagbemi

9 Years Mila Sebastian Hosea Kerekere

10 Years Ivy Rose Ryder Evans

11 Years Alani Wedding James Manolas

12 Years Junior
Campus

Tessa
Verschuren

Seamus McDonald

12 Years Senior
Campus

Belle Kirkwood Max Shepherd

12 Years Overall
Tessa
Verschuren

Max Shepherd

13 Years Anika Pohl Harry Button

14 Years Leayla Pohl David Pickett

15 Years Misha Wear Seth Welsh

16 Years
Sophie
Verschuren

Archer Schultz

17 Years Millie Thomas William Bester

18 Years/Open Kat Rentsch Hamish Murrihy

Division Winner

Junior Campus
(combined race
  males and
females)

Seamus McDonald

(2nd Harley Evans and
3rd Tessa Verschuren)

Senior Campus
Girls

Crystal Trembath 
(+12 metres handicap)

2nd Emilie Tonisson 
(+8 metres)

3rd Leayla Pohl 
(+8 metres)

Senior Campus
Boys

Dead Heat

Draya Peterson 
(+4 metres handicap)

Wynn Rentsch 
(scratch marker)

3rd Seth Welsh 
(+4 metres)

Carnival details, course locations and outside of school practice times will be
announced in the next newsletter.

The Good Shepherd Senior Campus Athletics Carnival was held last Thursday.
The Kannenberg juggernaut continued its roll, winning the overall carnival as well
as the combined Junior and Senior carnivals Champion Athletics House.
Congratulations to our age champions (listed below). A special highlight of the
carnival was the final race of the day, the Fastest of the Fastest 100 metres
sprint. This was a handicap race of all the age winners of the 100 metres events.
Congratulations to Crystal Trembath (+12 metres handicap) and Draya Peterson
(+4 metres handicap) who won very close races. It would be remiss of me to
announce that the staff 4 x 100 relay team ‘smashed’ the students teams in their
relay race. I believe the students are looking for a sport that they can defeat the
staff in. Peter McMahon

Director of Sport

Fastest Of the Fastest

Age Champions



GSC Prayer group
Want to connect with other GSC

community members? Would you like to
be with others and pray for the GSC and

wider community? Come to the GSC
Prayer group on Wednesday Morning,
9AM, at the Senior Campus. For more

info, call the senior campus office

Aarush and Ashia Arun, Oscar and
Hunter Bailey, Danielle Benbow
Please keep these families in

your prayers

Prayer families

Resilience Project
Snapshot 1

The Resilience Project is committed to teaching positive mental health
strategies to prevent mental ill-health and build young people’s capacity to
deal with adversity. Teachers and students will engage in weekly lessons and
activities around the key principles of Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness (GEM),
and Emotional Literacy to build resilience.
Check out their website for more information:
The Resilience Project
And check out TRP@HOME; a place filled with inspiration and activities for the
whole family, to help improve your wellbeing and build resilience.

From the business office
Term 1 school fees are OVERDUE. Please
make arrangements to pay any outstanding
amounts as soon as possible. If you are on a
payment arrangement plan, you must
continue to make payments as scheduled.
Bursary assistance is available for families
experiencing financial difficulties. For more
information on this or if you have another
account enquiry, contact Ange on 5571 2595.

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/

