
Upcoming dates
Week 7:

11 March - Labour Day Public
Holiday
13th March - NAPLAN Begins
14th March - Senior Campus
Athletics Carnival
16th March - HPV Race: Mt
Gambier

Week 8:
19th March - Junior Campus
Open Day
21st March - Junior campus
District Athletics
22nd March - Senior Campus
GD Athletics

Dates are subject to change. Any
updates will be reflected on our
PAM calendar. 

Devotion  

The Shepherd's Stories

Thirst Quenched: Lessons from the Woman at the
Well

In John 4:4-30, Jesus breaks cultural norms,
engaging a Samaritan woman to emphasise the
universal nature of salvation. This deliberate act
challenges us to approach others with
transcendent love.

The exchange underscores Jesus' acceptance of
the woman's brokenness, showcasing boundless
grace for all who repent. Her subsequent witness
to the community highlights the transformative
power of personal encounters with Christ, urging
us to share the life-changing message of His love.

In essence, this encounter at the well calls us to
break down barriers, embrace shared brokenness,
and spread the message of Christ's love, ensuring
others find satisfaction at the well of eternal life.
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Principal's Ponderings
Wow! What another busy fortnight it has been! 

The annual Senior Campus Open Day was a highlight. We had
aniticipated high numbers to attend, but more people than we
imagined came and visited our campus to see our learning
philosophy in action. Interest in Year 7 for 2025 shows the 

greatest interest we have seen in the college's history. It is a testament to the
fantastic work that occurs each and every day in our classrooms. It is an
exciting time for the college. 

It has been a busy fortnight in the Principal's calendar. I have spent time with
the Director of Leadership and School Improvement for the district, working
closely on the development of a professional growth framework to support
Lutheran schools across Australia. This framework places our teachers and staff
in the centre, focusing on their professional growth as educators and reflecting
on their practice, their dreams and their strengths. I also spent a day working
with the Western Hub Lutheran Principals - the eight schools spanning from
Mildura to Portland and in between. As a network we discuss how we can
support the greater mission and ministry for Lutheran schools for Western
Victoria. I greatly appreciate the opportunity to discuss the ongoing vision for
our schools and how we can connect and support each other. This support has
continued this week as I attended the Lutheran Principal's Retreat - a spiritual
retreat that has been a wonderful time of learning, reflection and growth. 

Finally, our Board spent significant time together over the past fortnight. Our
Board Chair, Mrs Victoria Venning, myself and the Director of Governance for
the district, spent a day together discussing governance and the growth and
changes in the sector. A highlight of the day was the professional learning
session for our Board Directors. Run by the Director of Governance, our Board,
as well as the Tarrington Lutheran School Board of Directors, met for an
evening of learning, socialising and connecting. 

Melissa Evans
College Principal



our women teachers and aides who are too numerous to name - Thank
you! Thank you for serving our community. Thank you for seeing teaching
as a vocation and sharing your gifts to benefit others. To Melissa Evans
and Ali Wedding, thank you for sharing your vocation - your leadership,
wisdom and service to our community is deeply appreciated and valued.
To our board chair Victoria Venning - Thank you for your guidance,
support and love for learning. To the mothers and guardians of our
community - Thank you! Thank you for the love, care and support that you
provide our students. Thank you to all of the women who serve our
community. I hope you are recognised for the vocation that you share with
the individuals in our community.

I'd like to acknowledge the many women who acted in service to our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. In particular, I hold the three Mary's in my prayers
this week - The Virgin Mary, Mary Magdalene and Mary of Cleofas. I'm
thankful for the role of these women in serving our Lord God.

NAPLAN begins next week. Please remember, NAPLAN is a point in time
test that measures a student's knowledge at a specific point in time. What
is doesn't measure is a student's patience, resilience, empathy, curiosity,
service, courage, joy and relationships. The list could go on. And that is
why I love working at Good Shepherd, where we work with our students to
not only success academically but to inspire, care and serve.

The Senior Scoop

Damien Evans
Head of Senior Campus

Luke 1:45 Happy is she who believed that the Lord would
fulfill the promises he made to her. Happy International
Women's Day! This week I would like to acknowledge all
of the wonderful women in our community. Our
community is both uplifted and fulfilled by the very many
women who contribute to and serve our community. To 



Sports Day!
One of my favourite days of the year is the annual Junior
Campus Sports Day! On this day, students are able to
shine in a different way. Some by winning races and other
events, and others by simply giving something a try for the
first time. I am always thankful that our students and
families also echo the words of Paul in the New Testament
when he reminded people to encourage one another and
build each other up. Cheering other students on while
they participated in the many events at the carnival was a
constant during the day, and I am so proud of everyone!

A huge thank you to our staff and the many parent
volunteers who helped make the carnival so successful.
Thanks also to Dr Pete McMahon and Mr Phil Sanders for
organising the event, and Sam Walsh and Angus Stewart
for supporting the running of a variety of rotations. We are
now in the process of selecting the District Athletics team
which will be held on Thursday 21st March at Mitchell
Park.

Leadership Camp
It was wonderful to spend time with our student leaders
as they participated in the Western Hub Lutheran Schools
Leadership Camp. They learnt about servant leadership,
spiritual aspects of leadership, support and significant
qualities of a leader, while also enjoying time in the great
outdoors at Tandara in Halls Gap.
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Tennis News
Congratulations to Henry Wear who competed at the District and Divisional
Tennis Tournaments over the past two weeks. Henry has done exceptionally
well and will go through to Regionals in Ballarat! Congratulations Henry!

Junior Jottings



Learner Profiles Awardees
This year our weekly awards at the Junior Campus will be awarded in line with our Learner
Profile. We congratulate the following students: 
Week 5

Ilenia Treves for being resilient
Gotham Green for being confident
Mila Sebastian for being resilient
Aarush Arun for being confident
Ryan Sutherland for being curious
Regan Hilsdon for being service focused

Ali Wedding
Head of Junior Campus

Week 6
 Carter Rhook for being courageous
Makenzie Owen for being confident
Ruby Elder for being resilient
Annabelle Spring for boing courageous
Harper Kitt for being Courageous
Harry Miller-Win for being empathetic

 NAPLAN
A reminder that the National NAPLAN assessments are taking place over the
next couple of weeks, starting on Wednesday, 13th March. Students in Years 3
& 5 have become familiar with the devices used for these assessments and
have completed some practice tests. We will be supporting the students
through this time, but if you find they are more anxious than normal, please
let us know so that we can ease their worries.



Sport Shorts
District Junior Swimming Carnival: I had the pleasure of
attending this carnival with 13 of the school’s junior swimmers.
It was great to see how well the students did in their events
and how they supported each other through-out the day.
There is a boxing saying in sport the ‘we punched well above
our weight division’ meaning we (the school/students) were
dgdfprobably never going to win, but we competed so, so well against bigger

schools. Special mention to Tessa Verschuren, Annie Colliton and Alani
Wedding who achieved very, very good results across the day. Alani Wedding
also achieved 11 Years Age Champion for the carnival.

Junior Campus Athletics Carnival: What a wonderful day of competition
and friendliness. I was so stoked for the students who gave everything a go,
even though they knew they were not going to receive a ribbon. This is the
true spirit of the school, where ‘opting out is not an option’. Congratulations to
Kannenberg who achieved the title of Champion House Athletics 2024.
Congratulations also to the Age Champions: 
6 Years – Ashia Arun and Leo Wear 
7 Years – Jessica Smeets and Jack Linke 
8 Years – Athena Manolas and Oluwatosin Obagbemi 
9 Years – Mila Sebastian and Hosea Kerekere 
10 Years – Ivy Rose and Ryder Evans 
11 Years – Alani Wedding and James Manolas and 
12 Years – Tessa Verschuren and Seamus McDonald. 

The final event of the day was a race, The Fastest of the Fastest 100 metre
race – the fastest runners across several age groups. This was narrowly won by
Seamus McDonald (who had a very good day across several events) over
Harley Evans and Tessa Verschuren running 3 rd.



The Senior Athletic Carnival is on Thursday 14 th March (next Thursday)
at Mitchell Park. The country buses will drop the students directly to the
venue. All other students are requested to go directly to Mitchell Park as
the school will be effectively closed for the day. Student leaders and
Year 12 students are requested to assist with the carnival set-up and
arrive at the venue by 7.45am. PCG roll call will occur at 9am and the
carnival is scheduled to start at 9.15am sharp. Students not participating
will be allocated event assistant roes on the day. I still need several
parents to assist with timekeeping and event assistance. If you can be
part of the day, please contact me pmcmahon@gsc.vic.edu.au or 0448
27 789. 

Basketball: A Reminder if there are any students wishing to play in the
winter Hamilton Basketball competition, that nominations close next
Wednesday. Please contact Peter McMahon via email to register your
participation – pmcmahon@gsc.vic.edu.au It is also time to return you’re
playing shirts/singlets so that the school can do a full stocktake of our
uniforms. Please hand these to your Team Coach or Manager or bring it to
school and give it to Mr McMahon.

Peter McMahon
Director of Sport and

 Outdoor Education



Ben and Eden Ackerman, Kane
Agnew, Tom Anderson

Please keep these families in
your prayers

Prayer families

Resilience Project
Welcome to The Resilience Project

Parents and Carers, I invite you to follow the below link which will take you to
the ‘Welcome to the Resilience Project’ letter. 

Welcome to The Resilience Project

SAVE THE DATE 25/8/2024 in your diaries
for this opportunity to have a beautiful

photograph of your family at a
reasonable cost, whilst helping raise

funds for our school. Photo courtesy of
visionportraits.com.au. More details to

come.

Family photo Fundraiser 

LOVE FLOWERS?
May Market needs a new Flower Market
Convenor/Team. Our Flower Market is an

iconic part of our Market, and much
loved. If you think this is you, please get

in touch with Victoria for more
information.  veaston@gsc.vic.edu.au

55712595

https://assets.hub.theresilienceproject.com.au/assets/Inspire/Parent/Introducing-TRP-to-Parents.pdf
http://visionportraits.com.au/
mailto:veaston@gsc.vic.edu.au

