
Nearly every day I go for a walk in the mornings. It’s a great
time to have a bit of exercise, get some fresh air and pray.
Sometimes I also listen to music. It’s amazing to experience the
world around me waking up. The colours in the morning sunrise,
the unusual cloud formations, the dew on the grass, the crunch
of gravel under my feet. Occasionally I see wildlife kangaroos,
wallabies, kookaburras, cockatoos, koalas, and the odd snake.

It’s a great reminder to me when I see all these things that
God is near and that He loves us very much. Not only does He
do the big things well, like the amazing expanse of the solar
system and how everything is so interconnected with such
precision, He also cares about the little things, even those so
minute that can only be visible with a microscope.

When God created the world, He spoke and these amazing
things were made by the words out
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things were made by the words out of His mouth. And He made them all for us, because He
loves us. In Matthew 6:26 God reminds us that as He cares for all creation, so will He will care
for us. ‘Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or stow away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?’

What a wonderful reminder when we see and experience the natural world, of God being in
control. When we are tempted to worry or fret about our day to day concerns, looking at our
amazingly orchestrated natural world can refocus and reframe our concerns in the light of the
big picture. 



Welcome to week 8.

Student Representative Council
Last week our Student Representative Council met for the first time
bringing together student leaders from every Pastoral Care Group as
well as our School leadership team. They came eager to make a
positive impact on our school community and in particular, to begin
plans for a new outdoor eating and learning area. I was impressed to
see the students share ideas, discuss upcoming initiatives, and set
goals for the year ahead. 
I look forward to seeing the difference they will make. Stay tuned for
updates on their projects and activities!
I couldn’t get a photo with everyone together - so I had to take two!!
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TERM 2 for students begins on Wednesday, 23rd April, meaning a short but focused
two-day week to ease back into learning.

ANZAC Day 
ANZAC Day falls in Week 1, on Friday, 25th April, providing an important opportunity
for our school community to reflect on the sacrifices made by our servicemen and
women. 

Each year, students of Good Shepherd College are invited to participate in the
ANZAC Day Parade and ceremony held in Hamilton on Friday, 25th April. It would be
wonderful to see as many students from across the College march behind the GSC
banner to represent our school as we reflect on the service of our ANZACs and other
serving members of the Defence Forces. 

We ask our student leadership team to attend and represent our college as a part of
their leadership in 2025. Junior and Senior Campus Captains are also invited to lay a
wreath on behalf of the College.

Acting Principal's Ponderings



The parade begins in Hamilton at 10am. Students are asked to assemble at the front
of the Baptist Church no later than 9:50am, wearing the correct winter uniform.
Parents are also welcome to be part of the parade with the college. 

We appreciate that if your family is a part of another town’s ANZAC commemorations
that you may be unable to attend. 

Please note that there is also a Dawn Service that you are welcome to attend. More
details of the services will be announced in the Hamilton Spectator.

ALPHA
This term, our students have had the incredible opportunity to engage with Alpha
during Chapel, exploring life, faith, and big questions in a meaningful way. It’s been
wonderful to see their curiosity and discussions grow, and we’re excited that this will
continue into the early weeks of Term 2.

What is Alpha?
Alpha is a relaxed and friendly course where people can talk about life, faith, and big
questions in a safe and open environment. It’s designed for anyone—whether you're
new to faith, exploring, or just curious. Each session includes a short video and time
for discussion, where you can share your thoughts or simply listen. We cover topics like:

Is There More to Life Than This?
Who is Jesus?
Why Did Jesus Die?
How Can I Have Faith?
How and Why Should I Pray?
How and Why Should I Read the Bible?
How Does God Guide Us?
Who is the Holy Spirit?
What Does the Holy Spirit Do?
How Can I Be Filled with the Holy Spirit?
How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life?
How Can I Resist Evil?
Why and How Should I Tell Others?
Does God Heal Today?
What About the Church?

Click here to watch a promo for Alpha.

We’re offering an Adult Alpha Course in Term 2, running after school from 4:30–
5:30pm on Monday afternoons. It’s a great opportunity to connect with others and
explore faith in a no-pressure setting. If you’re interested, let us know—we’d love to
have you join us! 

Simply scan the code or click here to register

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEMrcJiDQfo
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqfaf_p-JR7frjwZzAL1NjhnNOcqf8v5C4l22laHdEG_7olA/viewform?usp=header


GSC Instrumental Program
We’re thrilled to launch our new Year 7 Instrumental Program, giving every student the
opportunity to explore the joy of music. With newly purchased clarinets, flutes,
trombones, and more, our students will be learning, creating, and performing together
like never before. 

This program is designed to develop musical skills, teamwork, and a lifelong
appreciation for music. We can’t wait to hear the first notes played and see our
students grow in confidence and creativity.

I am also incredibly impressed by the talent and dedication of our Junior Campus
students. Mrs Wear is doing an amazing job nurturing their musical gifts, and every
Chapel service where our students play is a joy to witness. Their confidence, skill, and
heart for worship continue to grow, and it’s wonderful to see them using their talents
to bless our school community. 



Introducing Passport to Primary – A New Adventure for Little Learners!
We are thrilled to introduce Passport to Primary, an exciting new program designed
for 3 and 4 year-old Kinder children from across our town!
Starting next week, we are inviting young explorers to visit our school once a term for
a special, hands-on experience that will ignite their curiosity and love for learning.
Each session will offer engaging activities, from creative play and nature discovery to
music, movement, and storytelling—all in a warm and welcoming environment.

Why join Passport to Primary?
Fun & Engaging Activities – Each visit is designed to spark imagination and build
confidence.
A Taste of School Life – A gentle introduction to a life of learning and our
nurturing school community.

Best of all, it’s completely free! This is a wonderful opportunity for families to
experience the heart of our school while giving their little ones a fun and memorable
start to their learning journey.

Grandparents & Special Friends Day – Save the Date!
We will be holding a Grandparents & Special Friends Day at our Junior Campus on
Friday, 23rd May 2025. This special event is a wonderful opportunity for our students
to celebrate and honour the cherished relationships they have with their grandparents
and special friends. The day will start with a special Chapel and include classroom
visits, and a chance to enjoy morning tea together. More details, including special
invitations and the schedule and RSVP information, will be coming out soon. For now,
please mark your calendars and start spreading the word—we can’t wait to welcome
our special guests! 

Sharon Kotzur
Acting Principal



What a wonderful opportunity we offer at Good Shepherd Junior
for students to serve in worship. Our Chapel band competently
leads our student body with music and singing several times a
term. 

Monkey Baa Theatre
Last week we were able to have Julia from Monkey Baa Theatre Company do a
special workshop with our Prep/Year One class. They were excited to be involved
in some great problem solving activities which required them to think and act
creatively. The Preps and Ones are looking forward to their visit to the PAC on the
28th of March to see the Monkey Baa’s performance of Josephine Wants to Dance.

Reporting to Parents
Our teachers are constantly investigating new ways to communicate student
progress with parents through a variety of means. This may include Seesaw posts,
homework tasks, emails, ILP meetings, SIMON uploads, work sent home and
portfolios. This year we will be having our semester one formal Parent Teacher
Interviews in Week Three next term and our formal written reports will be on SIMON
at the end of Term Two.

If you have any questions or concerns prior to the formal interviews, please feel
free to contact your child’s teacher to arrange a suitable time.

NAPLAN
Our Year Three and Five students did their best with overcoming a few nerves and
tackling technology challenges during NAPLAN testing this past fortnight. Special
thanks to Mr Burn for coordinating the testing and for the teachers and support
staff who worked together so well to enable the process to happen smoothly. We
look forward to seeing their results later in the year.

Cross Country
On Friday the 28th our students will be heading to the Senior Campus to practise
for the Cross Country which will be held on the last day of term. Please check PAM
for more information.

Junior Jottings



Passport to Primary
We are so excited! Next Tuesday (the 25th of March) we will be having our first
Passport to Primary session: Spanish Adventure!

If you have a child who is attending 3 Yr Old or 4 Yr Old Kinder this year, or know
of someone who is, they are welcome to attend. It is free of charge and offers
children new and exciting experiences as they prepare for big school. Places are
limited, so please register by scanning the QR Code in the Principals Ponderings.

Chapel
It was wonderful to watch the Preps and Ones as they lead Chapel for the first
time this year. They did an amazing job with their B-I-B-L-E dance and seemed
very confident when using the microphone. This week the Student Leaders capably
assisted with sharing the message about ‘Who is the Holy Spirit?’ Next week we are
fortunate to have the Year 5/6 EC class lead. You are very welcome to come
along and worship with us.

Lions Vision Screening and the Dental Van
A note has gone home about free vision screening tests and free dental health
check ups at school. If you would like to make the most of these opportunities,
please complete the attached forms and return to school by March the 26th. If you
have misplaced your forms or have further questions, contact Mrs Anderson at the
front office.

May God bless you in the week ahead.

Corinne Landwehr
Head of Junior Campus

Week 7
Amelia Jenkins for showcasing
independence and producing amazing
work in Maths and Literacy. 
Harvey Woods for showing dedication
and enthusiasm towards our Chapel
performance. 
Maverick Parker for having a go in Writing
and Maths.
Ella-Grace Hartley for showing 100%
enthusiasm when working with others.
Seth Wallace for continuing to receive
feedback with great positivity.
Connor Morris for his outstanding work
over the past week. Keep it up! 

Learner Profiles AwardS
Week 6

Christopher Hockley for showing
persistence and persevering with tasks.
Spencer Park for showing kindness
towards others and helping around the
classroom. 
Jonathan McLeish for being joyful in the
classroom and excited about learning. 
Judd Scullion for participating at the
District Athletics with confidence
David McFarlane for always being willing
to work with others in a positive way.



Mindfulness 
Working on mindfulness gives us opportunities to develop our ability to pay
attention to the present moment and our thoughts. Practising mindfulness daily
can help us stay focused on set tasks and reduce stress and anxiety.

Whole Family Activity: 
Mindful Walk 

As a family, go on a walk outside in nature. This might be around your local
walking track, at your local park or just around your streets.
While walking, tune into your senses and observe what you can see, hear and
feel. Or you might choose to focus on one of the senses. E.g.: Hear: what are
all the noises you can hear on your walk?
On your way home or when you return home, share what each person saw,
heard or felt.

Family Habit Builder: 
Each night at dinner, ask everyone to take one mouthful of food more mindfully
than the rest and think about the flavours they can taste and how it makes them
feel. (They can also thank the chef!). 



Cultural diversity
encompasses the variety of
cultures, beliefs, and
dddddddtraditions present globally, contributing to a rich tapestry of human experiences
and perspectives. By valuing every child's cultural background, we enable them to
excel in all facets of life. Nurturing an environment of curiosity, open-mindedness,
and respect for all cultures, will to only promote unity but a deeper appreciation of
the nuances that distinguish us.

Inclusion is about more than just words; it's about fostering a sense of belonging
and acceptance for every child, regardless of their cultural background. When
children and adolescents feel seen and valued for who they are, they can thrive
academically, socially, and emotionally. Valuing and understanding cultural
diversity, helps our communities benefit from a wealth of perspectives and
experiences, enhancing our collective capacity for empathy and innovation.

As parents and adult carers, instilling an appreciation for cultural diversity is vital
to equip young people with the tools they need to navigate an increasingly
interconnected world. Through leading by example and showing that kindness and
understanding knows no boundaries, we can encourage them to embrace
multiculturalism. This will not only prepare young people for personal success, but
also for contributing to a world that views diversity as a strength. Through
collective efforts, we can help pave the way for a more accepting and vibrant
future.

In this edition of SchoolTV, learn how best to embrace and celebrate cultural
diversity with your children.

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition of
SchoolTV and we always welcome your feedback. If you have any concerns about
your child, please contact the school counsellor for further information or seek
medical or professional help.

Here is the link to the Cultural Diversity edition of SchoolTV
https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/cultural-diversity-au

School TV
Report

https://gsc.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/cultural-diversity-au


This year, our school has made a real difference in the fight against food
insecurity. Through fundraising and hands-on volunteering, we’ve helped
FareShare continue their incredible work—turning surplus food into nutritious meals
for people in need.

Fundraising for FareShare
Thanks to our school community’s generosity, we raised $302.10 to support
FareShare’s efforts. Every dollar helps cover essential costs like kitchen supplies,
packaging, and logistics, ensuring that rescued food gets transformed into high-
quality meals rather than going to waste.

Year 11s in Action
As part of their Year 11 camps, our students rolled up their sleeves and stepped
into the FareShare kitchen to help prepare meals. They:

Packaged 750 meals
Processed 20kg of cumin and 25kg of garlic seasoning
Prepped 160kg of chicken kebabs—feeding around 1,500 people
Chopped 90kg of eggplant
Labeled 1,500 meal packages
Helped with cleaning to keep the kitchen running smoothly

The FareShare Experience
Working in FareShare’s commercial kitchen was an eye-opening experience. Unlike
a typical restaurant, there’s no set menu—the chefs arrive each day and are given
a key ingredient to work with. From there, they create nutritious meals using
whatever ingredients are available, all without recipes!

Food donations come from major supermarkets like Aldi, Woolworths, and Coles,
as well as unexpected sources—like the shipping docks. When bulk grain shipments
arrive, workers test 50kg sample bags for quality control. These can’t be sold, so
instead of being wasted, they’re donated to FareShare.

FareShare | Meal Relief Charity



Flynn and Sonny Porter
Harry Porter

Mackenzie Porter
Isaac and Joshua Pretorius

Archie, Maevie, Alfie, and Paddy Price 
Digby and Monty Price

Emilie Quinn
Gabi Rentsch
Drew Rentsch

Ivy Rose
Natarsha Roy

Archer and Lucy Schultz

Please keep these families in your prayers

Prayer families

This year, for the fourth year in a row, GSC is supporting the Leukemia
Foundation's goal of zero lives lost to blood cancer by 2035 by doing the World's
Greatest Shave on Wednesday 2nd April (Week 10) at lunchtime.

If you want to donate money to the school team or to a specific person's target,
go to https://www.worldsgreatestshave.com/fundraisers/GoodShepherdCollege
or you can bring cash to the Senior Campus front office or to Ms Samantha
Broadbent.

If Senior Campus students want to take part by shaving (#1 buzz) or cutting at
least 20cm of their hair, make an account at
https://www.worldsgreatestshave.com/join/GoodShepherdCollege (password is
GSCshave). To have your hair shaved or cut at school, you will need to raise at
least $200. If you don't reach the fundraising goal, you are still welcome to get
your hair cut or shaved outside of school time in support of this great cause.

For more information, see the World's Greatest Shave website or talk to Ms
Samantha Broadbent.

Join or donate to the
World's Greatest Shave

https://www.worldsgreatestshave.com/fundraisers/GoodShepherdCollege
https://www.worldsgreatestshave.com/join/GoodShepherdCollege



