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INTRODUCTION TO THE YEAR 8 CURRICULUM GUIDE

We are pleased to provide you with an overview of Learning Pathways intended to allow students to plan 
their own learning directions with the goal of achieving their individual potential.

The principles we have used to construct our curriculum at Caboolture are as follows:

Foundations 
Grace implements the mandatory aspects of the three-dimensional Australian 
Curriculum from Year 7 and innovatively designs this curriculum to transition students 
into the QCAA Senior School model of the QCE. 

Holistic Education
Grace prioritises an education for the whole person – spiritual, academic, physical, 
social-emotional, technological and cultural.  As a result, mandatory aspects of the 
curriculum include Christian Studies/Religion and Ethics, Chapel, GEL, Sport and 
Outdoor Education (including the Googa program).  

Personalised Pathways 
Grace recognises the importance of student agency and creating their own 
personalised pathways based on the College’s offerings. The College aims to offer a 
wide range of learning opportunities for students and will enact innovative methods to 
facilitate these where practicable.

Connections
Grace incorporates authentic learning experiences through connections within local, 
national, or global communities. This includes but is not limited to intentional focuses 
on service-learning experiences and considering the ‘real world’ in problem-based 
learning experiences. 

Empowered Learners
Grace encourages learning environments that nurture, mentor and facilitate learning 
allowing students to take control of their learning journey empowering them to unlock 
their potential and celebrate individual mastery.  

We trust Grace students will enter the world having developed the skills and attitudes to live a life of faith 
and service so that God will be glorified in the world. 

Yours in Christ

David Radke	 Jason Miles	 Monique Atwell
Head of College	 Head of Campus	 Deputy Head of Campus
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THE YEAR 8 CURRICULUM AT GRACE

Grace is proud of encouraging a culture of personalised learning at the College. As part of the subject selection 
process, we achieve this by offering an extensive range of subject choices. This allows for a timetable to be constructed 
that in the main addresses the needs of the individual student. 

Grace is committed to encouraging students to develop their gifts and talents. This is achieved through the carefully 
constructed ‘Grace Curriculum Journey’.

The Year 8 curriculum is named GRACE CHOICES due to its core and elective curriculum design. This design 
enables students to have choice guided by their individual strengths and passions. Students have a choice of 4 
electives to ensure opportunity for experiencing a broad range of subjects whilst maintaining the deep learning 
curriculum design within a semesterised model. The curriculum design also prioritises broader educational skills for a 
contemporary world and where appropriate through inquiry learning. This allows students to engage in fundamental 
learning experiences in their core subjects and broaden their learning experiences through 4 electives students 
choose to study. Each of the electives are for the duration of one semester. 

As students transition through their schooling years their subject preferences will become more evident. Subject 
selection in Year 8 encourages students to maintain a breadth of learning with students selecting their 4 electives (2 
electives per semester).

Staffing and/or resource constraints oblige the College to remove subjects which are not sufficiently supported by 
student subject selection. All students impacted will be asked to reselect from the subjects available.

DIVERSE LEARNING – Supported Learning (By Invitation/Application only)

Supported Learning will be offered to students that meet the criteria as determined by Diverse Learning. This support 
program will be in lieu of an elective each semester. Please contact the Diverse Learning Lead.
(diverselearningcc@glc.qld.edu.au).

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT (By Application only)

Students who are identified as gifted and talented can apply for the Ignite Excellence programs. These programs 
provide increased rigour and challenge. Ignite Excellence programs are outlined in this curriculum guide. Please 
contact the Academic Enrichment Coordinator (academicenrichmentcc@glc.qld.edu.au).

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO

Elective 1 Elective 2 Elective 3 Elective 4

mailto:mail%20to:diverselearningcc%40glc.qld.edu.au?subject=
mailto:mail%20to:academicenrichmentcc%40glc.qld.edu.au%29?subject=
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PATHWAYS 

CAREERS
Students can make Careers Appointments at any time by requesting this at The Pathways Centre.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)

Vocational education programs and school-based apprenticeships typically commence in Year 10 and students will 
need to consult with the Head of Vocational Education & Training prior to undertaking these courses.

SUBJECT CHANGES

 
DISCLAIMERS
Staffing and/or resource constraints oblige the College to remove subjects which are not sufficiently supported 
by student subject selection. All students impacted, their lower preference choice will be selected, or they will be 
asked to reselect from the subjects available. 

If an insufficient number of students choose a given subject, it will be withdrawn or offered as alternative delivery. 

If a subject is oversubscribed class allocation will be based on the students’ preference order of the subject. (E.g. 
Students with the subject listed as a higher preference will be given priority in the subject). 

If a subject is oversubscribed at the time of subject changes, class allocation and the associate waiting list, will be 
based on the date order of the subject change requests. 

The electives in the curriculum each year will be arranged on timetable lines that optimises student choices. 

It is possible that two subjects that a student wishes to study, may end up occurring on the same timetable line 
(therefore at the same time on the timetable). A choice will then have to be made between the two subjects.

There is a dedicated Grace Careers website page which provides information and support for 
students and also for students once they have graduated.
for more information about Grace Careers click here or email pathwayscc@glc.qld.edu.au

At times students may feel it is necessary to change their elective subjects 
for various reasons. A meeting with one of our Career Guidance staff is 
recommended. Students who want to change electives will need their parent/
guardian to complete the “Application to Change a Subject” form accessible 
on Parent Lounge (click School Links then Curriculum Information).

Students cannot start attending the new elective subject until they have 
received an updated timetable (on eGrace). The deadline for subject 
changes can be found on the eGrace and Parent Lounge calendar, any 
requests received after this time will be held until the following term.
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STRATEGIES FOR CHOOSING SUBJECTS

It is suggested that subjects be chosen based on the following:

Subjects 
which may be 

prerequisites for 
further study.

Subjects which a 
student enjoys.

Subjects in 
which a student 

has already 
experienced some 

success.

Subjects which 
provide an 
appropriate 

challenge to the 
student.

Subjects which 
will help a student 
reach a chosen 
career or keep 
a wide range of 
options open.

Subjects which 
will develop skills, 
knowledge and 
attitudes useful 
throughout the 
student’s life.

Keep your 
options open

•	Many students have thought about their future but are still uncertain.
•	 It is therefore wise to keep options open.  This makes it possible for students to develop 

their interests and abilities, which will then help them to decide on a study pathway or 
career choice. 

Explore subjects 
offered at 
Grace

•	Read the subject descriptions in this Curriculum Guide
•	Refer to the Points of Contact page in this Curriculum Guide to discuss subjects
•	Refer to the videos on the Subject Selection website
•	Look at books and materials used by students in the subjects
•	Ask questions about content and assessment types.

Personalised 
Pathways - 
Make decisions 
about a range 
of subjects

•	All students are individuals, and that their particular needs and requirements in subject 
selection will be quite different from those of other students.  

•	This means that it is unwise to either take or avoid a subject because:
 - Someone told them that they will like or dislike it
 - Their friends are or are not taking it
 - They like or dislike the teacher
  -  Prejudice or Bias.

•	Students should be honest about their abilities and realistic with their career goals.  There is 
little to be gained by continuing with or taking advanced levels of subjects that have proved 
difficult, even after students have put in their best efforts.  Similarly, if career goals require the 
study of certain subjects, students must consider if they have the ability and determination to 
work hard enough to achieve the necessary level of results in those subjects.

Be prepared to 
seek guidance

•	 If students need more help, they should try to seek it.  Refer to the Points of Contact page in 
this Curriculum Guide.

•	Download the Tertiary Prerequisites guides, which are listed by tertiary institution and are 
designed to help students select their Senior subjects.

•	Check tertiary prerequisites or recommended subjects by visiting https://www.qtac.edu.
au/?s=prerequisites.

https://www.qtac.edu.au/?s=prerequisites
https://www.qtac.edu.au/?s=prerequisites
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ALTERNATIVE DELIVERY MODES

Alternative Delivery modes are supported by the College where possible with the following focuses: 

•	 Provide students with their subject choices as they continue their academic pathways.
•	 Focus on the quality of the education rather than the quantity of lessons.
•	 Personalised learning opportunities.

Alternative Delivery is at the discretion of the College. Subjects that do not meet the minimum number of student 
subscription per the class sizes guidelines are required to follow the alternative delivery guidelines. 

The College acknowledges that Alternative Delivery best suits self-motivated and dedicated learners who are driven 
to succeed in the subject area. It may not be the preferred mode of learning for all students hence another subject 
choice may need to be considered. The College also notes that students can perform and achieve at a very high 
level when completing a subject using an alternative delivery mode.

Alternative Delivery may take the form of:

Concurrent 
Delivery

•	Completing the subject at the same time as students completing the subject in 
another year level. (Traditionally referred to as composite classes)

•	Each year level is studying their year levels content and completes their year levels 
assessment.

Alternative 
Sequence

•	Completing the subject at the same time as students completing the subject in 
another year level

•	The same content is delivered to each year level with year level appropriate 
assessment

•	QCAA determines which subjects can be run using an Alternative sequence.

Alternative Delivery

•	Reduced number of teacher contact lessons with the remainder of lessons 
supported in an online format such as TEAMS

•	After school delivery in a once per week session eg 3.20 – 5.00pm
•	Lunchtime lessons to avoid any other curriculum clashes.

Online Learning
•	Completely online delivery through TEAMS with a weekly teacher check-in
•	The teacher could be based at either the Rothwell or Caboolture Campus.

Subjects that have a history of using an Alternative Delivery mode of delivery, will be identified on their subject 
page in the Curriculum Guide. This does not confirm that this is their pre-determined delivery model for the year 
your child is selecting their subjects.
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POINTS OF CONTACT
If you or your child have questions about subjects or would like further information, the table below will guide you 
to the best point of contact.

Subject Teacher Contact Email

Business and Legal Studies
Digital Solutions
Innovation and Enterprise

Mrs Price caroline_price@glc.qld.edu.au

Christian Studies Mr Chan vincent_chan@glc.qld.edu.au 

Dance
Drama
Media Studies
Music
Ignite Excellence: Music
Visual Art

Mr Grieve shayne grieve@glc.qld.edu.au

Creative Textiles
Design
Food Studies
Practical Technology Skills

Mrs Stickland catherine_stickland@gld.qld.edu.au 

English
Ignite Excellence: English
Japanese

Ms Green penny_green@glc.qld.edu.au

Social Science Ms Cronin lydia_cronin@glc.qld.edu.au

Health and Physical Education
Physical Education Fundamentals

Mrs Brady rosemary_brady@glc.qld.edu.au

Mathematics
Ignite Excellence: Mathematics
Essential Mathematics

Mr Maunders peter_maunders@glc.qld.edu.au 

Science
Ignite Excellence: Science

Mr Trubody martin_trubody@glc.qld.edu.au 

Other points of contact which may be helpful include:

Role Teacher Email

Teaching & Learning
Ms Atwell

Dr Ganendran
teachingandlearningcc@glc.qld.edu.au 

Diverse Learning Lead Mrs Van Der Maat diverselearningcc@glc.qld.edu.au

Academic Enrichment Coordinator Mrs McGucken academicenrichmentcc@glc.qld.edu.au

Pathways Coordinator Mrs Barnes pathwayscc@glc.qld.edu.au 

mailto:caroline_pricel@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:monique_gregory@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:tavia_seymour@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:charlie_byers@gld.qld.edu.au
mailto:penny_green@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:lydia_cronin@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:rosemary_brady@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:jana_sajtos-hobbs@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:billie_ganendran@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:teachingandlearningcc@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:diverselearningcc@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:academicenrichmentcc@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:pathwayscc@glc.qld.edu.au
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CHRISTIAN STUDIES CORE

All students study for one semester

ABOUT THE COURSE

Christian Studies is a core subject which aims to investigate ideas which are central to understanding identity as
well as living in and contributing to community. The subject is based on the Christian Studies Curriculum
Framework which is used in Lutheran schools across Australia.

Aiming to be relevant and challenging, Christian Studies uses as a central learning model the inquiry approach
as well as valuing other approaches for example, Service Learning.

There is one assessment piece for each unit of work. Assessment pieces are varied – written, spoken and creative
tasks, and incorporate varied conditions such as individual and group situations; teacher supervision of class work;
independent assignment work.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

UNIT 1 Abrahamic Faiths

What is Judaism?
What is Islam?
What is the significance of Abraham to Judaism, Islam and Christianity?
What are the similarities and differences between the three Abrahamic 
similarities?
How do I live in harmony with God and with others?

UNIT 2 Journey to Jesus

Who is Jesus?
What is the church?
Who were Jesus’ disciples?
Why follow Jesus?
What does it mean to serve and love others?
How can I serve and love others?

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
Christian Studies Religion and Ethics Religion and Ethics
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ENGLISH CORE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The English course addresses the requirements of the Australian Curriculum which includes:

•	 Developing an understanding and appreciation of how English is used appropriately and efficiently
•	 Developing the ability to use language to talk about language by developing a metalanguage
•	 Developing an understanding of how language is used selectively
•	 Becoming proficient writers, readers and speakers
•	 Developing a life-long love of reading and writing
•	 Developing confidence in the use of a range of appropriate language systems
•	 Developing a growing appreciation of different cultures as represented in a range of texts.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

Term 1 Exploring Short Narratives •	 Write a short story.

Term 2 Novel study •	 Literary Blog.

Term 3 Inspire Unit: The World of Film •	 Persuasive Speech.

Term 4 Australian Poetry
•	 Analysis of an Australian poem
•	 Self-published poetry and reflections.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12
English English Essential English Essential English

English English
Ignite Excellence: 
English Literature

Literature Literature Literature
English Extension
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IGNITE EXCELLENCE: 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 

CORE

IGNITE EXCELLENCE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Ignite Excellence English Literature is an independent subject with foundations in English and offered in Year 8.
The course parallels the regular English course with the option for the Ignite teacher/s to choose texts that are
more demanding. The course is designed to offer students a pathway to undertake the subject Literature in Years
11 and 12.

Participants will engage with a wide range of challenging and appealing literary texts, stimulating and developing
their appreciation and analysis of great literature and the effective use of language to communicate cultural ideas,
social messages and global themes. The Program is designed for students who desire to extend and challenge
their work with stimulating texts, bringing a greater depth and diversity to their speaking, reading and writing styles.

Students interested in Ignite Excellence: English Literature are required to complete an application form available
through the Academic Enrichment Coordinator. Applications are valid for 12 months.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

Term 1 Exploring Short Narratives •	 Write a Short Story.

Term 2 Novel Study: Exploring Social Issues •	 Multi-genre response to a novel.

Term 3 Inspire Unit: The World of Film •	 Persuasive Oral Speech.

Term 4 The Music of Words: A Study of Australian Poetry
•	 Analysis of Australian poem
•	 Self-published poems and reflection.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

English English Essential English Essential English
English English

Ignite Excellence: English 
Literature

Literature Literature Literature
English Extension
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SOCIAL SCIENCE CORE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Social Science is a core subject that encourages critical thinking and enables students to develop greater insight
that helps them relate to the world in which they live. Through this course, students study both History and
Geography.

The aim of the course includes:

•	 Developing a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures, and environments 
throughout the world

•	 Developing an interest in, and enjoyment of the study of History and Geography, including a capacity and 
willingness to be informed and active citizens

•	 Gaining knowledge, understanding and an appreciation of the past and the global issues and forces that 
shape societies

•	 Understanding and use of historical concepts, such as evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, 
perspectives, empathy, significance, and contestability

•	 Possessing the capacity to undertake a framed inquiry, including skills in the analysis and use of sources, and 
in explanation and communication.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

Term 1 Geography Landforms and Landscapes

Term 2 The Western World Medieval Europe/Renaissance

Term 3 Asia Pacific Japan Under the Shoguns

Term 4 The Emergence of the Modern World The Industrial Revolution 

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

History (Core) Modern History Modern History Modern History
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INNOVATION AND ENTERPRISE CORE

All students study for one semester

ABOUT THE COURSE

Innovation and Enterprise is a skills-based subject implementing the Grace Lutheran College INSPIRE design 
framework. Students study the course for one semester in Year 8 engaging in term projects following the concepts of 
the program Shark Tank and the United Nations call for action on the 17 Sustainability Development Goals. 

This subject provides students with the opportunity to build confidence and further develop 21st-century skills which 
are a range of knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values needed to thrive in the modern world. They go beyond 
traditional subject knowledge and encompass ways of thinking, working, and living. These skills are crucial for 
success in both personal and professional life. These skills include:

•	 Critical thinking and Problem-Solving skills
•	 Communication and Collaboration
•	 Creativity and Innovation.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The following units of work will be studied in the semester:

Unit 1 Project - Grace Shark Tank Presentations.

Unit 2 Project - United Nations Sustainability Goals Expo.

Units will be based on the Grace Lutheran College INSPIRE Design Framework

Inquire Consider stakeholders and their viewpoints, empathise, explore.

New Knowledge Define your scope (target audience) apply new knowledge.

Solutionary Thinking Ideate, problem solve, create with others.

Prototype Process
Critically consider to refine the solution, user testing risk taking, gather feedback     and 
apply.

Implement Putting the vision into effect, artefact/product creation.

Reflect Gather learnings solutions feasibility and rejoice in learning.

Evaluate Consider solutionary impact for stakeholders; short-term and long term effects.
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MATHEMATICS CORE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Students engage in a range of approaches to learning and doing mathematics that develop their understanding 
of and fluency with concepts, procedures and processes by making connections, reasoning, problem-solving and 
practice. Proficiency in mathematics enables students to respond to familiar and unfamiliar situations by employing 
mathematical strategies to make informed decisions and solve problems efficiently.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

Number

•	 Exponents
•	 Irrational numbers & terminating/recurring decimals
•	 Four operations with integers and rational numbers
•	 Financial maths.

Algebra
•	 Expansion and factorising
•	 Solving and graphing linear equations
•	 Inequalities.

Measurement
•	 Area and perimeter of irregular and composite shapes & circles
•	 Volume and capacity
•	 Time & time zones.

Space
•	 Properties of quadrilaterals
•	 Congruency and similarity
•	 Design, create and test algorithms.

Statistics 
•	 Complete statistical calculations
•	 Compare variations in distributions
•	 Plan and conduct statistical investigations.

Probability
•	 Complementary events & probability diagrams and tables
•	 Conduct experiments and simulations.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Mathematics

General Mathematics General Mathematics General Mathematics
Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods

Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics

Mathematical Methods 
(Accelerated)

Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods
Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics



YEAR 8 CURRICULUM GUIDE PAGE | 13                                                                                                                                                                      

ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS CORE

By Invitation from or Application to the Learning Lead - Mathematics

ABOUT THE COURSE

Essential Mathematics in Year 8 is a subject intended to cater for those students who have struggled with
Mathematics in Year 7 and need to strengthen their fundamental knowledge of Mathematics. Students who study
Essential Mathematics are typically looking at a trade or vocational pathway. A student with a very high level of
success in Essential Mathematics may consider General Mathematics as their core subject.

The subject provides a practical interpretation of the Australian Curriculum to help students meet the minimum
requirements for Year 8 Mathematics. Essential Mathematics provides a strong focus on applied mathematics in
everyday life and in the workplace. Students will apply mathematics to practical real-world situations.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

Number
•	 Irrational numbers & terminating/recurring decimals
•	 Four operations with integers and rational numbers
•	 Financial maths.

Algebra
•	 Expansion and factorising
•	 Solving and graphing linear equations
•	 Inequalities.

Measurement
•	 Area, perimeter, volume and capacity
•	 Time & time zones.

Space
•	 Properties of quadrilateral
•	 Congruency and similarity.

Statistics 
•	 Complete statistical calculations
•	 Compare variations in distributions
•	 Plan and conduct statistical investigations.

Probability
•	 Probability diagrams and tables
•	 Conduct experiments and simulations.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Essential Mathematics     Essential Mathematics Essential Mathematics Essential Mathematics

General Mathematics General Mathematics General Mathematics General Mathematics
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IGNITE EXCELLENCE: MATHEMATICS
CORE

IGNITE EXCELLENCE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Year 8 students on this accelerated program will undertake the Year 9 ACARA curriculum. Students develops higher 
order thinking skills, rational argument, and logic, and further equips students with skills to apply Mathematics in 
everyday real-life situations. The journey through Middle School Mathematics is steady but increasingly challenging. 
As specified by the Australian Curriculum, students study the six strands: Number, Algebra, Measurement, Space, 
Statistics and Probability. Mathematics is a traditional learning discipline which requires regular practise and revision. 

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

Number •	 Rational & irrational numbers.

Algebra

•	 Expand binomials
•	 Factorise, graph and solve quadratics
•	 Distance, gradient, midpoint of a line
•	 Mathematical modelling (linear/quadratic)
•	 Exponent laws.

Measurement

•	 Surface area and volume
•	 Ratios, similarity and scale
•	 Percentage errors
•	 Pythagoras and trigonometry
•	 Scientific notation.

Space
•	 Enlargement transformation
•	 Design, create and test algorithms.

Statistics 
•	 Compare & discuss data sets & representations
•	 Compare variations in distributions.

Probability
•	 Compound events and probability diagrams and tables
•	 Conduct experiments and simulations.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Mathematics
Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods

Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics

Mathematical Methods 
(Accelerated).

Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods
Specialist Mathematics

Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION CORE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Health and Physical Education focuses on a range of important health and physical concepts. Students will engage
in a range of units that emphasise fundamental movement skills, tactical and team skills as well as health literacy
skills.

The content areas covered aim to:

•	 Analyse factors that influence identities, relationships and social change
•	 Investigate the impact of change on personal identity through mental health
•	 Identify and practice health-seeking strategies
•	 Analyse health information to propose strategies that enhance their own health and wellbeing
•	 Develop health literacy through examining health information and communicating health concerns
•	 Investigate personal fitness levels and propose strategies for improvement
•	 Develop a range of movement concepts and strategies
•	 Develop a range of team and tactical strategies.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

Term 1 Positive Role Models in Sport

Term 2 Fitness and Program Planning

Term 3 Football Codes

Term 4 Mental Health 

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Health and Physical Education

Health and Physical Education Health and Wellness

Physical Education Physical Education

Health Health
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SCIENCE CORE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Science is a dynamic, collaborative and creative human endeavour arising from our desire to make sense of our
world. Through science, we explore the unknown, investigate universal phenomena, make predictions, and solve
problems. Science gives us an empirical way of answering curious and important questions about the changing
world we live in. Science knowledge is revised, refined, and extended as new evidence arises and has proven to
be a reliable basis for action in our personal, social and economic lives.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

Term 1
Chemical 
Sciences

Students classify matter as elements, compounds or mixtures and compare
how these are represented. They compare physical and chemical changes
and learn about chemical reactions.

Term 2
Physical 
Sciences

Students classify different types of energy as kinetic or potential and
investigate energy transfer and transformations in simple systems.

Term 3
Biological 
Sciences

Students recognise cells as the basic units of living things and learn to
compare plant and animal cells and their different specialised functions.
They learn how organ systems enable the survival of the individual.

Term 4
Earth and 
Space 
Sciences

Students investigate tectonic activity and describe the scientific evidence for
the theory of plate tectonics. They describe the key processes of the rock
cycle including the timescales over which they occur.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Science

General Science Biology Biology 

Natural Science Chemistry Chemistry

Physical Science

Physics Physics

Psychology Psychology
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IGNITE EXCELLENCE: SCIENCE
CORE

IGNITE SCIENCE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Ignite Excellence: Science program is specifically designed for students who demonstrate high levels of talent
and interest in science. In Year 8, the program is a separate Science extension class, allowing high achieving
students the opportunity to explore their strengths within this discipline at greater depth than ever before. This
separate class allows the teacher to work through the Australian Curriculum at a pace suited to the high achieving
students and to provide additional enrichment opportunities. Applications to join the Ignite Excellence: Science
classes are made through the Academic Enrichment Department.

Science enables students to develop an understanding of important science concepts and processes, the practices
used to develop scientific knowledge, science’s contribution to our culture and society, and its uses in our lives. It
supports students to develop the scientific knowledge, understandings and skills needed to make informed
decisions about local, national, and global issues, and to succeed in science-related careers.

Learning science is a valuable pursuit. Students can experience the joy of scientific discovery. They can nurture
their natural curiosity about the world around them.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

Term 1
Chemical 
Sciences

Students classify matter as elements, compounds or mixtures and compare how 
these are represented. They compare physical and chemical changes and learn 
about chemical reactions.

Term 2
Physical 
Sciences

Students classify different types of energy as kinetic or potential and investigate 
energy transfer and transformations in simple systems.

Term 3 Biology
Students recognise cells as the basic units of living things and learn to compare 
plant and animal cells and their different specialised functions. They learn how 
organ systems enable the survival of the individual.

Term 4
Earth 
Science

Students investigate tectonic activity and describe the scientific evidence for 
the theory of plate tectonics. They describe the key processes of the rock cycle 
including the timescales over which they occur. 

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS
Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Science

Natural Science
Biology Biology 

Chemistry Chemistry

Physical Science
Physics Physics

Psychology Psychology
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BUSINESS AND LEGAL STUDIES ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Business and Legal Studies ensures students are equipped with the knowledge and skills to participate actively and 
responsibly in civic and economic life. The unit incorporates Economics and Business and Civics and Citizenship 
curriculum. Students analyse how changing economic conditions and consumer choices impact individuals, 
businesses, and society. 

Through inquiry-based learning, they apply their knowledge to real-world contexts and engage in activities such as 
debating current social topics, simulating democratic processes and creating their own business venture. Students 
also have the opportunity during the Civics and Citizenship unit to attend an excursion to Parliament House. 

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The following units of work will be studied in the semester:

Economics and Business

Students explain how markets influence the allocation of resources to the production 
of goods and services. They explain ways that businesses adapt to opportunities 
in markets and respond to the work environment. They describe the importance 
of Australia’s taxation system and its effect on decision-making by individuals and 
businesses. Students explain why individuals and/or businesses budget and plan. 

Civics & Citizenship

Students will explain how Australians participate in their democracy. They will describe 
the roles of political parties and elected representatives in Australian government. 
Students will explore the characteristics of laws, how laws are made and the types of 
law in Australia. They will identify ways in which Australians express different aspects 
of their identity as well as the range of perspectives on Australia’s national identity.

Authentic learning experience: Excursion to Parliament House in Brisbane. 

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Business and Legal Studies

Business Business Business

Legal Studies Legal Studies Legal Studies
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CREATIVE TEXTILES ELECTIVE

If Creative Textiles or Food Studies do not meet the minimum number of students required for a class then 
subjects will be combined

ABOUT THE COURSE

Creative Textiles provides students with the opportunity to be critical and creative thinkers, develop communication 
skills through a variety of means and collaborate on tasks. Students can use their skills and knowledge to not only 
design and create products for themselves and their family, but also the wider community through Service-Learning 
projects and experiences. 

Creative Textiles provides valuable preparation for students to develop contemporary competencies that will help in 
all facets of their life but will certainly support those interested in pursuing further study and careers in fashion design, 
textile design, fashion illustrator, pattern maker, fashion stylist, costume designer, fashion buyer, fashion merchandiser, 
fashion photographer, CAD designer, fashion marketing specialist, fashion journalist, accessory designer.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The learning experiences explored throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources available. 

Current topics may include:

When East Meets West 
Indigenous and Asian 
inspired textiles

This unit provides a rich blend of technical skill development and cultural exploration, 
providing students with a comprehensive and engaging learning experience of our 
own Indigenous culture and traditional Japanese decoration techniques. Students 
will build on their basic sewing skills to learn more advanced techniques and start 
constructing simple garments.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Creative Textiles Fashion Fashion Fashion
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DANCE ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Year 8 Dance is a course that is designed for students to use movement and gesture to capture and convey ideas,
images, and feelings. The subject is suitable for students with or without dance training and experience. This
subject is compulsory if the student is accepted into Dance Development – a curriculum and Ignite Excellence
partnership with Grace Academy. Details on Dance Development are available from Grace Academy at
www.graceacademy.com.au/dance-development.

The course focuses on a range of genres and styles, and aims to develop students as performers, choreographers,
and critical thinkers.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The units of work studied are:

Pop and lock it! 
(Hip-Hop/Jazz)

Students engage in technique and development in the Hip Hop and Jazz styles. They are 
introduced to the key elements of dance through practical workshops and group-based 
activities. They will learn a teacher-devised performance routine, and critically reflect and 
analyse the use of the dance elements within the work.

Art in Motion
(Contemporary 
Dance)

Students develop their skills in choreography through practical and theoretical
exploration of the choreographic devices. They engage in Contemporary dance
technique classes with a strong focus on core strength and alignment. Students will 
create their own dance work that responds to a piece of art as stimulus. They will 
critically analyse their work, discerning its use of the elements dance concepts and skills 
to add impact and intent.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Dance Dance Dance Dance
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DESIGN ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Students selecting Design will develop the practical and theoretical skills required to work creatively in a wide
range of product design and development areas. The program explores design fundamentals with a view to
creating product designers for the future. Students will develop higher order thinking skills and learn a variety of
design presentation and communication techniques.

Students choosing to study Design will learn how to design products, services and environments that could one
day be used by people to enhance and improve their daily life. Design is a critical part of solving some of the
major issues facing our planet in the 21st century through innovative and visionary thinking:

•	 Learn how to create innovative, attractive, sustainable and user-friendly products and systems
•	 Learn the technical aspects of design, design development, CAD technology, ergonomics and aesthetics.

Design includes:
•	 Designing products, services and environments based on design challenges
•	 Modelling and prototyping
•	 Sketching and CAD Drawing
•	 Prototyping ideas
•	 Evaluation and refinements of design ideas
•	 Use of 3D printers, laser cutters, CNC machines and sticker cutters.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The units of work studied throughout the year depend upon student interests and resources available. Topics 
may include:

•	 Experience Design - Foundation
•	 Sketching for Design 
•	 Exploring Stakeholder Needs and Wants
•	 CAD Skills
•	 Laser cutting
•	 3D printing 

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Design Design Design Design
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DIGITAL SOLUTIONS ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

In a world that is increasingly digitised, Digital Solutions empowers students to shape change by influencing how 
contemporary and emerging information systems and practices are applied to meet current and future needs. This 
requires deep knowledge and understanding of digital systems and how to manage risks. 

 In this course students will develop and modify creative digital solutions, decompose real-world problems, and 
evaluate alternative solutions against user stories and design criteria. They will design and trace algorithms and 
implement them in general-purpose programming language. Students use a range of digital tools to create, plan 
and collaborate on and manage projects.   

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The following units of work will be studied in the semester:

Robotics

Students will use Spike Prime robots to design and program for missions from one of the First 
Lego League seasons. Missions will be identified with students coding robots to successfully 
meet challenges. The challenges will allow students to think critically, work collaboratively, 
and apply knowledge in a practical, hands-on environment. The project will be in three parts: 
The Robot Design, the Robot Missions and the Presentation.

Website Design

This unit is designed to introduce Year 8 students to the basics of web design, focusing on 
HTML and  CSS. Students will develop, modify and create digital solutions in response to real-
world problems. They evaluate alternative solutions to meet user and design needs.

By the end of the unit, students will have created a website designed around a new school club 
which will consist of Images, club content and linked pages.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Digital Solutions Digital Solutions Digital Solutions Digital Solutions
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DRAMA ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

This highly practical course focuses on understanding and making meaning in both the real and dramatic worlds
by developing skills of communication, emotional intelligence, teamwork, initiative, quick thinking and confidence.

Drama is a course which provides opportunities to many students with a wide variety of career ambitions. The
ability to speak and act confidently is a universally useful skill.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The units of work studied throughout the year depend upon student interests and resources available. Topics 
may include:

Child’s Play
Whilst learning slapstick, clowning and circus skills, students also experiment with
character and structure in the process of play-building. By presenting and reacting to
an audience of children, students realise the transformative power of live performance.

Play for Real 
Realism, Magic Realism, and the art of acting are at the heart of this performance unit, which 
also incorporates stagecraft and ensemble skills.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Drama Drama Drama Drama
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FOOD STUDIES ELECTIVE

If Creative Textiles or Food Studies do not meet the minimum number of students required for a class then 
subjects will be combined

ABOUT THE COURSE

Food Studies provides students with the opportunity to be critical and creative thinkers, develop communication skills 
through a variety of means and collaborate on tasks. Students can apply their skills and knowledge to not only design 
and create products for themselves and their family, but also the wider community through Service-Learning projects 
and experiences. Food Studies provides valuable preparation for students to develop contemporary competencies 
and knowledge that will help in all facets of their life but will certainly support those interested in pursuing further 
study and careers in nutrition, food technology, food science and hospitalities industries.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The units of work studied are:

From Farm to Fork

Explores where food comes from and how it supports health, with a focus on 
nutrition, protein foods and balanced eating using the Australian Guide to 
Healthy Eating. Students learn about animal and plant‑based protein sources, 
Indigenous food knowledge and sustainable food practices. 

Back to Basics
This unit teaches students basic kitchen skills and knowledge, including safety, 
equipment, measurement and simple cooking methods. 

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Food Studies

Food Studies - focus on 
Hospitality

Food & Nutrition

Food and Nutrition Food and Nutrition

Hospitality Practices Hospitality Practices
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION FUNDAMENTALS ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The course is 50% practical and 50% theoretical as per Australian Curriculum guidelines.
Physical Education Fundamentals involves students in:

•	 Learning about and practicing ways of maintaining healthy lifestyles
•	 Learning the prerequisite skills of and participating in skillful physical activities
•	 Learning how to improve performances in physical activities, sport and exercise
•	 Examining the health of Australians and the choices that can influence health.

Practical assessment involves ongoing observation of physical performance across the term.

Theoretical assessment takes the form of exams, essays, research reports and multi-modal presentations.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

Theoretical Practical 

Child’s Play Anatomy and Sports Injuries Gaelic Football

Play for Real Nutrition and Sports Performance Netball

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Physical Education 
Fundamentals

Health Health Health

Physical Education Physical Education Physical Education
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JAPANESE ELECTIVE

Prerequisite Subject – Students must study Japanese in Middle School to study it in Senior School.

ABOUT THE COURSE

Japanese provides students with the opportunity to develop communication skills in an additional language while 
deepening their understanding of diverse cultures and worldviews. Students will learn to interact in Japanese across 
a range of everyday topics, developing skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
This course is designed to build intercultural understanding and an appreciation of language’s role in shaping 
identity and community. Through meaningful engagement with the Japanese language and culture, students will also 
explore connections between their own experiences and those of others, both within Australia and internationally.

Any Year 8 student new to the College is welcome to enrol in Japanese. From Year 9, it is usually a prerequisite that 
students have previously studied the language.
Students may begin Japanese in Year 8 with no prior background, but they are expected to apply themselves 
regularly and consistently. A recommended commitment of at least 20 minutes of study, four nights a week, is 
advised to reinforce classroom learning and ensure steady progress.

Grace Lutheran College offers students of Japanese many cultural contact experiences both in country and in our 
own school or local area.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The following general themes and topics will be studied in Year 8 Japanese. Where a topic has been
encountered previously, it will be dealt with in increasing depth and complexity in Year 8.

•	 The Hiragana Script
•	 The Katakana Script
•	 The Kanji Script
•	 Basic Instructions and Expressions
•	 About me
•	 Numbers and Counting
•	 Family and Pets
•	 Eating habits.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese
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MEDIA STUDIES ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Media arts involves creating representations of the world and telling stories through communications
technologies such as television, film, video, newspapers, radio, video games, the internet and mobile media.
Like all art forms, media arts has the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination
and encouraging students to reach their creative and expressive potential.

Media arts enables students to create and communicate representations of diverse worlds and investigate the
impact and influence of media artworks on those worlds, individually and collaboratively. As an art form
evolving in the twenty-first century, media arts enable students to use existing and emerging technologies as
they explore imagery, text and sound and create meaning as they participate in, experiment with and interpret
diverse cultures and communications practices.

Students learn to be critically aware of ways that the media are culturally used and negotiated and are dynamic
and central to the way they make sense of the world and of themselves. They learn to interpret, analyse and
develop media practices through their media arts making experiences. They are inspired to imagine,
collaborate, and take on responsibilities in planning, designing and producing media artworks.

Students explore and interpret diverse and dynamic cultural, social, historical and institutional factors that shape
contemporary communication through media technologies and globally networked communications.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources available. Topics
may include:

Advertising
When exploring the world of advertising, students will learn about persuasive techniques 
to devise and launch an advertising campaign for a new brand of their own creation. They 
create their own brand, complete with logo, print advertisement and 30 second commercial.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Media Studies Film, TV and New Media Film, TV and New Media Film, TV and New Media
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MUSIC ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Year 8 Music course approaches the development of skills in performing, composing and musicology through
the study of music of various styles. It is a rewarding and active course involving listening to, writing, and playing
music.

Students from a contemporary or classical music background are catered for. Likewise, the course is suitable for
both vocalists and instrumentalists.

The integrated nature of the course allows the theoretical content to emerge from the activities. Computer software
and other emerging technologies are used to develop composition and aural skills. Involvement in College music
ensembles and/or vocal or instrumental lessons would enhance study of this subject but is not compulsory.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

World Music

Students will study the music of Western Africa, Ireland, South America as 
well as various other countries and develop an integrated folio including a 
group performance with a Celtic influence and a critical exploration of a 
country of interest through the creation of a website.

Musicals

Students will study traditional musicals such as Showboat and 
groundbreaking musicals such as West Side Story, The Lion King and 
Wicked. They will learn how to set lyrics to music and write songs suitable for 
various audiences.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Music Music Music
Music

Music Extension
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IGNITE EXCELLENCE: MUSIC
(Grace Amplified Music Education)

ELECTIVE

IGNITE EXCELLENCE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Students enrolled in the Ignite Excellence: Music! are required to select this as one of their elective subjects.
The Ignite Music! curriculum though starting in year 7, may be commenced in year 8 and continued into year
9. Please contact Ms Kelsey Pickard-Clark in the Arts department to express your interest. Ignite Excellence: Music
is offered to students in Years 7-9 with a developed talent as an instrumentalist or vocalist. Ignite Music! seeks
to extend and enrich students in music through a partnership between a curriculum-based subject and the
co-curricular program.

BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAM

•	 Students will participate in workshops/excursions/master classes designed specifically for them.
•	 Second Study Instrument: Students will receive a complimentary group lesson on a second study instrument
      in years 8-9 as part of a weekly musicianship program
•	 Showcase Concert: A performance opportunity as a soloist or in small ensemble
•	 Students in the Ignite Music! program will also be mentored in the study of Music Theory through the
      Australian Music Examination Board with the aim of at least Grade Two Theory being completed by the
      end of Year 9.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
•	 Commit to weekly lessons on their main instrument/voice in the school program (group or private tuition) or 

from an approved, qualified instrumental/voice teacher
•	 Commit to a College Primary Co-curricular Music Ensemble
•	 Commit to the weekly musicianship program. 

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources available. Topics
may include:

World Music
Students will study the music of Western Africa, Ireland, South America as well as various 
other countries and develop an integrated folio including a group performance with a Celtic 
influence and a critical exploration of a country of interest through the creation of a website.

Musical Theatre
Students will study traditional musicals such as Showboat and ground-breaking musicals such 
as West Side Story, The Lion King and Wicked. They will learn how to set lyrics to music and 
write songs suitable for various audiences.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Music Music Music
Music

Music Extension
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PRACTICAL TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

This subject combines the basic traditional knowledge of hand tools and techniques with the current new
technologies, tools, and equipment from latest manufacturing industries. Our purpose-built workshops have the
latest modern technologies, tools, and machines ready for students to use in developing individual projects using
varying materials and hardware. Students will not only build exciting projects from the ground up, but they will
design elements to incorporate and customise their own projects.

Practical Technology includes:

•	 On Guard Safety units
•	 Design, Make and Appraisal of Projects
•	 Completion of Folios of work
•	 Use of industry standard tools and machines.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources available. Topics
may include:

TOPIC 1: Wood Technology

Further developing wood working skills, such as joinery and timber 
shaping, with basic hand tools. Practical projects could include 
powered cars and a multi-use wooden box. 

Assessment: Practical projects with supporting written documentation.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Practical Technology
Practical Technology 

Skills

Industrial Technology Skills Industrial Technology Skills

Certificate Pathway:
Engineering 

(Trade Skills Centre)

Certificate Pathway:
Engineering 

(Trade Skills Centre)

Certificate Pathway:
Building and Constructions 

(Trade Skills Centre)

Certificate Pathway:
Building and Constructions

 (Trade Skills Centre)
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VISUAL ART ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Visual Art course is built around two strands, Making and Responding. Together the strands focus on a
holistic approach to both creating art works and appreciating the history and culture of the Visual Arts. This
subject also has a strong focus on the 21st Century skills of creative and critical thinking.

Students will develop knowledge, practical understanding and skills as artists and designers by making Visual
Art works. They will also study a wide variety of cultural histories and contemporary perspectives in the Visual
Arts. Students will engage in several art making activities that will utilise a wide variety of media, materials
and technologies.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources available. Topics
may include:

Sharing Culture
Students will explore the work of contemporary Torres Strait Islander printmakers, 
drawing, and lino printing techniques to make artworks that convey meaning about 
themselves using symbolism and their own stories.

Portraiture
Students study the history of portraits from various cultures and times. They then 
create their own portraits, utilising skills acquired throughout the term with a focus on 
representing their chosen subject matter in a way that reflects who they are.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Visual Art Visual Art Visual Art Visual Art
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