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INTRODUCTION 
TO THE YEAR 8 CURRICULUM GUIDE

We are pleased to provide you with an overview of Learning Pathways intended to allow students to 
plan their own learning directions with the goal of achieving their individual potential.

The principles we have used to construct our curriculum at Rothwell are as follows:

FOUNDATIONS
Grace implements the mandatory aspects of the three-dimensional Australian Curriculum 
from Year 7 and innovatively designs this curriculum to transition students into the QCAA 
Senior School model of the QCE.

HOLISTIC EDUCATION
Grace prioritises an education for the whole person – spiritual, academic, physical, 
social-emotional, technological, and cultural. As a result, mandatory aspects of the 
curriculum include Christian Studies/Religion and Ethics, Chapel, GEL, Sport, and 
Outdoor Education (including the Googa program).

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS
Grace recognises the importance of student agency and creating their own personalised 
pathways based on the College’s offerings. The College aims to offer a wide range of 
learning opportunities for students and will enact innovative methods to facilitate these 
where practicable.

CONNECTIONS
Grace incorporates authentic learning experiences through connections within local, 
national, or global communities. This includes but is not limited to intentional focuses 
on service-learning experiences and considering the ‘real world’ in problem-based 
learning experiences.

EMPOWERED LEARNERS
Grace encourages learning environments that nurture, mentor and facilitate learning 
allowing students to take control of their learning journey empowering them to unlock 
their potential and celebrate individual mastery.

We trust Grace students will enter the world having developed the skills and attitudes to live a life of faith 
and service so that God will be glorified in the world.
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THE YEAR 8 CURRICULUM AT GRACE

Grace is proud of encouraging a culture of personalised learning at the College. As part of the subject 
selection process, we achieve this by offering an extensive range of subject choices. This allows for a 
timetable to be constructed that in the main addresses the needs of the individual student.

Grace is committed to encouraging students to develop their gifts and talents. This is achieved through the 
carefully constructed ‘Grace Curriculum Journey’.

The Year 8 curriculum is named GRACE CHOICES due to its core and elective curriculum design. This design 
enables students to have choice guided by their individual strengths and passions. Students have a choice of 4 
electives to ensure opportunity for experiencing a broad range of subjects whilst maintaining the deep learning 
curriculum design within a semesterised model. The curriculum design also prioritises broader educational skills 
for a contemporary world, and where appropriate, through inquiry learning. This allows students to engage in 
fundamental learning experiences in their core subjects and broaden their learning experiences through the 4 
electives students choose to study. Each of the electives are for the duration of one semester.

As students transition through their schooling years their subject preferences will become more evident. Subject 
selection in Year 8 encourages students to maintain a breadth of learning with students selecting their 4 
electives (2 electives per semester).

SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

Elective 1 Elective 2 Elective 3 Elective 4

DIVERSE LEARNING Independent Learning (By Invitation/Application only)

Independent Learning will be offered to students that meet the criteria as determined by Diverse Learning. 
This support program will be in lieu of an elective each semester. Please contact your child’s case 
manager or the of Diverse Learning Lead (diverselearning@glc.qld.edu.au).

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT (By Application only)

Students who are identified as gifted and talented can apply for the Ignite Excellence programs. These 
programs provide increased rigour and challenge. Ignite Excellence programs are outlined in this 
curriculum guide. Please contact the Academic Enrichment Coordinator (academicenrichment@glc.qld.
edu.au).

file:///C:/Users/Saskia_Obluda/Grace%20Lutheran%20College/GLC%20-%20CED%20-%20Documents/General/Design%20Resources/3.%20Graphics/Competencies/diverselearning%40glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:(academicenrichment@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:(academicenrichment@glc.qld.edu.au
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PATHWAYS

CAREERS

Students can make Careers Appointments at any time by requesting this at the Pathways Centre.

There is a dedicated Grace Careers website which provides information and support for 
students and for students once they have graduated.
For more information about Grace Careers click here or email careers@glc.qld.edu.au

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)

Vocational education programs and school based apprenticeships commence in Year 10, and students 
will need to consult with the Manager of Vocational Education & Training prior to undertaking these 
courses. These appointments can be made at the Pathway Centre.

SUBJECT CHANGES

At times students may feel it is necessary to change their elective subjects for various reasons. A meeting 
with one of our Career Guidance staff is recommended.

Students who want to change electives will need their parent/guardian to complete the “Application to 
Change a Subject” form accessible on Parent Lounge (click School Links then Curriculum Information).

Students cannot start attending the new elective subject until they have received an updated timetable (on 
eGrace). The deadline for subject changes can be found on eGrace and the Parent Lounge calendar, 
any requests received after this time will be held until the following term.

https://www.gracecareers.com/
mailto:careers%40glc.qld.edu.au?subject=
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CHANGING A SUBJECT

C O N S I D E R I N G  A D J U ST I N G  Y O U R
P E R S O N A L I S E D  PAT H WAY  AT  G R A C E ?

Review the Curriculum Guide
Available on the College website (Rothwell, Caboolture, Subject 
Selection Rothwell, Subject Selection Caboolture, Curriculum Guides)

Submit Application on Parent Lounge/
Parent Orbit
Grace Lutheran College, School Links, Curriculum Information.
Please note the submission deadlines on the school calendar.

The College reviews the Application
Please note this can take up to 2 weeks, as the exiting and
receiving Learning Lead review the application with the final
approval from the Pathways Coordinator.

Confirmation Correspondence
Your child is to remain engaged in the learning and assesment
of the existing subject until the Subject Change Approval email
is received and eGrace is updated.

DISCLAIMERS

1.	 Due to staffing and/or resource constraints, the College may be required to withdraw subjects 
that do not receive sufficient student enrolment. Students affected by this change will either be 
allocated their next highest subject preference or asked to select an alternative subject from 
those available.

2.	 If an insufficient number of students choose a given subject, it will be withdrawn or offered as 
alternative delivery.

3.	 If a subject is oversubscribed, class allocation will be based on the students’ preference order 
of the subject. (e.g. Students with the subject listed as a higher preference will be given priority 
in the subject)

4.	 If a subject is oversubscribed at the time of subject changes, class allocation and the associated 
waiting list will be based on the date order of the subject change requests.

5.	 The electives in the curriculum each year will be arranged on timetable lines that optimises 
student choices.

6.	 It is possible that two subjects that a student wishes to study may end up occurring on the same 
timetable line (therefore at the same time on the timetable). A choice will then have to be made 
between the two subjects.
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STRATEGIES FOR CHOOSING SUBJECTS

It is suggested that subjects be chosen based on the following:

Subjects 
which may be 
prerequisites 
for further 
study

Subjects 
which a 
student enjoys

Subjects 
in which a 
student has 
already 
experienced 
some success

Subjects which 
provide an 
appropriate 
challenge to 
the student

Subjects 
which will 
help a student 
reach a 
chosen career 
or keep a 
wide range of 
options open

Subjects 
which will 
develop skills, 
knowledge 
and attitudes 
useful 
throughout the 
student’s life

Keep your 
options open

•	 Many students have thought about their future but are still uncertain.
•	 It is therefore wise to keep options open. This makes it possible for students to 

develop their interests and abilities, which will then help them to decide on a study 
pathway or career choice.

Explore 
subjects 
offered at 
Grace

•	 Read the subject descriptions in this Curriculum Guide
•	 Refer to the Points of Contact page in this Curriculum Guide to discuss subjects
•	 Refer to the videos on the Subject Selection website
•	 Look at books and materials used by students in the subjects
•	 Ask questions about content and assessment types

Personalised 
Pathways 
- Make 
decisions 
about a 
range of 
subjects

•	 All students are individuals and their particular needs and requirements in subject 
selection will be quite different from those of other students.

•	 This means that it is unwise to either take or avoid a subject because:
             o	Someone told them that they will like or dislike it
             o	Their friends are or are not taking it
             o	They like or dislike the teacher
             o	Prejudice or bias
•	 Students should be honest about their abilities and realistic with their career goals. 

There is little to be gained by continuing with or taking advanced levels of subjects 
that have proved difficult, even after students have put in their best efforts. Similarly, 
if career goals require the study of certain subjects, students must consider if they 
have the ability and determination to work hard enough to achieve the necessary 
level of results in those subjects.

Be prepared 
to seek 
guidance

•	 If students need more help, they should seek it. Refer to the Points of Contact page 
in this Curriculum Guide.

•	 Download the Tertiary Prerequisites guides, which are listed by tertiary institution 
and are designed to help students select their Senior subjects.

•	 Check tertiary prerequisites or recommended subjects by clicking here

https://www.qtac.edu.au/
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ALTERNATIVE DELIVERY MODES

Alternative Delivery modes are supported by the College where possible with the following focuses:

•	 Provide students with their subject choices as they continue their academic pathways
•	 Focus on the quality of the education rather than the quantity of lessons
•	 Personalised learning opportunities

Alternative Delivery is at the discretion of the College. Subjects that do not meet the minimum number 
of student requirements as per the class sizes guidelines are required to follow the alternative delivery 
guidelines.

The College acknowledges that Alternative Delivery best suits self-motivated and dedicated learners 
who are driven to succeed in the subject area. It may not be the preferred mode of learning for all 
students hence another subject choice may need to be considered. The College also notes that students 
can perform and achieve at a very high level when completing a subject using an alternative delivery 
mode.

Alternative Delivery may take the form of:

CONCURRENT 
DELIVERY

•	 Completing the subject at the same time as students completing the subject in 
another level. (Traditionally referred to as composite classes).

•	 Each year level is studying their year levels content and completes their year 
levels assessment.

ALTERNATIVE 
SEQUENCE

•	 Completing the subject at the same time as students completing the subject in 
another level.

•	 The same content is delivered to each year level with year level appropriate 
assessment.

•	 QCAA determines which subjects can be run using an Alternative sequence.

ALTERNATIVE 
DELIVERY

•	 Reduced number of teacher contact lessons with the remainder of lessons 
delivered in an online format such as TEAMS.

•	 After school delivery in a once per week session e.g. 3.20 – 5.00pm.
•	 Lunchtime lessons to avoid any other curriculum clashes.

ONLINE 
LEARNING

•	 Completely online delivery through TEAMS with a weekly teacher check-in.
•	 The teacher could be based at either the Rothwell or Caboolture Campus.

Subjects that have a history of using an Alternative Delivery mode of delivery will be identified on their 
subject page in the Curriculum Guide. This does not confirm that this is their pre-determined delivery 
model for the year your child is selecting their subjects.
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POINTS OF CONTACT

If you or your child have questions about subjects or would like further information, the table below will 
guide you to the best point of contact.

SUBJECT TEACHER CONTACT EMAIL LOCATION

Business & 
Entrepreneurship

Jayne Franklin jayne_franklin@glc.qld.edu.au C Block

Christian Studies Miriam Power miriam_power@glc.qld.edu.au B Block

Creative Textiles Dwayne Blair dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au DTC

Dance Gail Crossley gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au V Block

Design Dwayne Blair dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au DTC

Digital Solutions Jayne Franklin jayne_franklin@glc.qld.edu.au C Block

Drama Gail Crossley gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au V Block

English Michael Fichtenmayer michael_fichtenmayer@glc.qld.edu.au B Block

Food Studies Dwayne Blair dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au DTC

German Michael Still michael_still@glc.qld.edu.au B Block

Health & Physical 
Education

Alyssa Beaufoy
Kristy Sanford 

alyssa_beaufoy@glc.qld.edu.au 
kristy_sanford@glc.qld.edu.au

G Block

History/
Geography

Michael Still michael_still@glc.qld.edu.au B Block

Innovation Gail Crossley gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au V Block

Japanese Michael Still michael_still@glc.qld.edu.au B Block

Mathematics Joshua Ahern joshua_ahern@glc.qld.edu.au F Block

Media Studies Gail Crossley gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au V Block

Music Gail Crossley gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au V Block

Practical 
Technology

Dwayne Blair dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au DTC

Science Dominique Ridley dominique_ridley@glc.qld.edu.au  Block

Visual Art Gail Crossley gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au V Block

mailto:Jayne_franklin@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:miriam_power@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:Jayne_franklin@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:michael_fichtenmayer@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:michael_still@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:alyssa_beaufoy@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:kristy_sanford@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:michael_still@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:michael_still@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:joshua_ahern@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:dominique_ridley@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au
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Other points of contact which may be helpful include:

ROLE TEACHER 
CONTACT

EMAIL LOCATION

Teaching & Learning Hayley Lalor 
Jonathan Brough

teachingandlearning@glc.qld.edu.au The Hub

Diverse Learning 
Lead

Michelle Brown diverselearning@glc.qld.edu.au Learning
Enhancement

Academic Enrichment 
Coordinator

Leigh-ann Forman academicenrichment@glc.qld.edu.au Pathways
Centre

Pathways 
Coordinator

Robert Flynn careers@glc.qld.edu.au Pathways
Centre

VET Manager Leisa Jones vet@glc.qld.edu.au Pathways
Centre

mailto:teachingandlearning@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:diverselearning@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:academicenrichment@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:careers@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:vet@glc.qld.edu.au
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CHRISTIAN STUDIES CORE
All students study for ONE SEMESTER

ABOUT THE COURSE

Christian Studies is a core subject which aims to investigate ideas which are central to understanding 
identity as well as living in and contributing to community. The subject is based on the Christian Studies 
Curriculum Framework which is used in Lutheran schools across Australia.

Aiming to be relevant and challenging, Christian Studies uses as its central learning model the inquiry 
approach, as well as valuing other approaches for example, Service Learning.

There is one assessment piece for each unit of work. Assessment pieces are varied – written, spoken 
and creative tasks, and incorporate varied conditions such as individual and group situations; teacher 
supervision of class work; independent assignment work.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
UNIT 1 Abrahamic Faiths •	 What is Judaism?

•	 What is Islam?
•	 What is the significance of Abraham to Judaism, Islam 

and Christianity? 
•	 What are the similarities and differences between the 

three Abrahamic similarities?
•	 How do I live in harmony with God and with others?

UNIT 2 Journey to Jesus •	 Who is Jesus?
•	 What is the church?
•	 Who were Jesus’ disciples?
•	 Why follow Jesus?
•	 What does it mean to serve and love others?
•	 How can I serve and love others?

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Christian Studies Religion and Ethics Religion and Ethics
Study of Religion

Study of Religion
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ENGLISH CORE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The English course addresses the requirements of the Australian Curriculum which includes:

•	 Developing an understanding and appreciation of how English is used appropriately and efficiently
•	 Developing the ability to use language to talk about language by developing a metalanguage
•	 Developing an understanding of how language is used selectively
•	 Becoming proficient writers, readers and speakers
•	 Developing a life-long love of reading and writing
•	 Developing confidence in the use of a range of appropriate language systems
•	 Developing a growing appreciation of different cultures as represented in a range of texts

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
TERM 1 The World of Film An analytical essay based on the film studied

TERM 2 The Music of Words: 
A Study of Australian 
Poetry

Self-published poetry, reflections and poetry recitals

TERM 3 Inspire Unit TED talk related to a chosen social issue

TERM 4 Creative Writing An imaginative story

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

English English Essential English Essential English

English English

Ignite Excellence: 
English Literature

Literature Literature Literature

English Extension



18  |  YEAR 8 CURRICULUM GUIDE

IGNITE EXCELLENCE: 
ENGLISH LITERATURE

CORE
IGNITE EXCELLENCE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Ignite Excellence: English Literature course is designed to offer students a pathway to undertake 
further studies in Literature in Years 11 and 12. The course parallels the regular English course with the 
option for Ignite teachers to choose more demanding texts and negotiate assessment.

Students who choose this subject would love reading but may not be the highest performers in English. 
Students in Ignite Excellence: English Literature need to demonstrate diligence and motivation.

New enrolments interested in Ignite Excellence: English Literature are required to complete an application 
form available on the College website. Existing GLC students wishing to apply for the program for the 
next academic year can complete the Expression of Interest questions on their Subject Selection Form. 
Applications are considered based on their current results in English to date and their behaviour records 
at the College.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
TERM 1 Shakespearean Sonnets

TERM 2 Study of Australian Literature

TERM 3 Introduction to Texts and the Human Experience

TERM 4 Dystopian Stories

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

English English Essential English Essential English

English English

Ignite Excellence: 
English Literature

Literature Literature Literature

English Extension
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HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY CORE

ABOUT THE COURSE

History and Geography ensures that students address the requirements of Australian Curriculum. Students 
may enjoy enhanced learning in either of those areas if they show a special interest in those subjects.

The aims of the course include:
•	 Developing a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures and 

environments throughout the world
•	 Developing an interest in, and enjoyment of the study of History and Geography, including a 

capacity and willingness to be informed and active citizens
•	 Gaining a knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the past and the global issues and 

forces that shape societies
•	 Understanding and use of historical concepts, such as evidence, continuity and change, cause and 

effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability
•	 Possessing the capacity to undertake a framed inquiry, including skills in the analysis and use of 

sources, and in explanation and communication.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
TERM 1 History Shogun Japan

TERM 2 Geography Landscapes and Landforms

TERM 3 History The Industrial Revolution

TERM 4 Geography Megacities and Urbanisation

NOTE:  Some History units are derived from the Year 9 ACARA Curriculum.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 10 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

History
(Core)

Ancient/Modern 
History

Ancient History/
Modern History

Ancient History/
Modern History

Geography
(Elective)

Economics Economics Economics

Geography Geography Geography
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INNOVATION CORE
All students study for ONE SEMESTER

ABOUT THE COURSE

Innovation is a skill based subject which students study for one semester in Year 8. This subject provides 
students with the opportunity to build confidence and further develop the 21st century skills of:

CREATIVITY CRITICAL THINKING COLLABORATION COMMUNICATION

Students will work collaboratively in small groups to solve a problem that they are presented. Students 
will work with each other and members of the community to research the problem and a possible solution.
Students will be provided with feedback throughout the project.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
KEY PARAMETERS

Problem A realistic problem or project that aligns with the students’ skills and 
interests

Community Links Investigation/research is a key component where students identify 
and communicate with various stakeholder groups

Essential Learnings Design thinking parameters are provided to guide the project while 
students use entrepreneurial characteristics and 21st century soft skills 
to execute this

Social Value Concludes with students’ findings at a ‘showcase afternoon/
evening’ where parents/guardians are invited

Feedback/Reflection Feedback from stakeholders and self and peer reflection is an 
important aspect for students to learn the value and importance of 
continual improvement

Innovation focuses on the QCAA Curriculum Skills and Consequential Learning Outcomes of:

•	 Questioning
•	 Research
•	 Interpretation and Analysis
•	 Reasoning and Decision Making
•	 Application
•	 Communication and Reflection
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MATHEMATICS CORE

ABOUT THE COURSE

In Year 8, learning in Mathematics builds on each student’s prior learning and experiences. Students 
engage in a range of approaches to learning and doing mathematics that develop their understanding of, 
and fluency with, concepts, procedures and processes by making connections, reasoning, problem-solving 
and practice. Proficiency in mathematics enables students to respond to familiar and unfamiliar situations by 
employing mathematical strategies to make informed decisions and solve problems efficiently.

Year 8 develops higher order thinking skills, rational argument and logic and equips students with skills to 
apply mathematics in everyday real-life situations.

It is important to recognise that for many students mathematics can be one of the most difficult and challenging 
subjects. Mathematics is a traditional learning discipline which requires regular practice and revision.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
UNIT 1 •	 Number systems and properties

•	 Using the four operations with integers and rational numbers
•	 Fractions, percentages and decimals
•	 Solving problems with percentages

UNIT 2 •	 Rates and ratios
•	 Measurement - perimeter, area and volume
•	 Pythagoras’ Theorem
•	 Space – congruent and similar figures
•	 Solving time problems

UNIT 3 •	 Algebra
•	 Create, graph, expand, factorise, rearrange and solve linear equations
•	 Experimentation with Linear Functions and Introduction to Gradient
•	 Index Laws

UNIT 4 •	 Probability
•	 Statistics

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Mathematics General Mathematics General Mathematics General Mathematics
Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods
Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics

Ignite Excellence: 
Mathematics

Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods

Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics
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ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS CORE
By Invitation or Application to the Learning Lead

ABOUT THE COURSE

Essential Mathematics in Year 8 is a subject intended to cater for those students who have struggled with 
Mathematics in Year 7 and need to strengthen their fundamental knowledge of Mathematics. Students 
who study Essential Mathematics are typically looking at a trade or vocational pathway.

The subject provides a practical interpretation of the Australian Curriculum to help students meet the 
minimum requirements for Year 8 Mathematics. Essential Mathematics provides a strong focus on 
applied mathematics in everyday life and in the workplace. Students will apply mathematics to practical 
real-world situations.

A student with a very high level of success in Essential Mathematics may consider General Mathematics 
as their core subject.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
UNIT 1 •	 Number systems and properties

•	 Using the four operations with integers and rational numbers
•	 Fractions, percentages and decimals
•	 Solving problems with percentages

UNIT 2 •	 Rates and ratios
•	 Measurement - perimeter, area and volume
•	 Pythagoras’ Theorem
•	 Space – congruent and similar figures
•	 Solving time problems

UNIT 3 •	 Algebra
•	 Create, graph, expand, factorise, rearrange and solve simple linear equations
•	 Experimentation with Linear Functions and Introduction to Gradient
•	 Index Laws

UNIT 4 •	 Probability
•	 Statistics

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Essential Mathematics Essential Mathematics Essential Mathematics Essential Mathematics
General Mathematics General Mathematics General Mathematics General Mathematics
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IGNITE EXCELLENCE: 
MATHEMATICS

CORE
IGNITE EXCELLENCE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Ignite Excellence: Mathematics caters for those gifted and talented students to further excel and achieve 
in Mathematics.

The Ignite Excellence: Accelerated Mathematics Program allows students to work on the mathematics 
curriculum of the year level above. In Year 8, students complete the full Year 9 Mathematics course. From 
then on, students in the program continue to complete their Mathematics course twelve months ahead of 
their peers. In doing this, students in this program can finish Year 12 Mathematical Methods in Year 11.

New enrolments interested in Ignite Excellence: Accelerated Mathematics Program are required to 
complete an application form available on the College website.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
UNIT 1 •	 Number

•	 Fundamentals of algebra and linear algebra
•	 Measurement- scientific notation

UNIT 2 •	 Measurement – area, volume and surface area
•	 Pythagoras’ Theorem
•	 Trigonometric ratios
•	 Geometry

UNIT 3 •	 Probability
•	 Statistics

UNIT 4 •	 Direct proportion, rates and ratios
•	 Algebra – further linear algebra
•	 Introduction to quadratic equations
•	 Preparation for Year 10

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Mathematics General Mathematics General Mathematics General Mathematics
Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods
Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics

Ignite Excellence: 
Mathematics

Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods

Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics Specialist Mathematics
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION CORE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Physical Education focuses on a range of important health and physical concepts. Students will engage 
in a range of units that emphasise fundamental movement skills, tactical and team skills as well as health 
literacy skills. Students are assessed through a variety of approaches including physical performance, 
group projects with written reflections and personal reflection on performance.

The content areas covered aim to:

•	 Identify strategies to manage personal, physical and social changes
•	 Identify and practice health seeking strategies
•	 Examine the benefits of relationships and their impact on health and wellbeing
•	 Develop health literacy through examining health information and communicating health concerns
•	 Develop a range of movement concepts and strategies
•	 Examine the elements of movement, space, time and objects to enhance movement sequences
•	 Develop a range of team and tactical strategies
•	 Examine and implement fair, safe and inclusive play

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

TERM 1 Swimming and Water Safety

TERM 2 Athletics

TERM 3 Circus Skills

TERM 4 Respectful Relationships and Wellbeing

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11

Physical Education Physical Education Fit For Life (Physical Education)
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SCIENCE CORE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Science provides the essential preparation for the senior subjects of Biology, Chemistry, Earth and 
Environmental Science, Engineering, Physics and Psychology, as well as developing 21st century skills.

The course combines theory and practical work and aims to:
•	 Develop an interest in and enjoyment of the world around us
•	 Open an understanding of the patterns and processes found in creation
•	 Develop analytical thinking in the context of the scientific method and associated problem-solving 

techniques
•	 Provide a wide range of practical experiences and develop laboratory and group skills
•	 Develop the ability to work independently and as a member of a team
•	 Demonstrate the significance of science to students’ future intentions

The specific content areas cover four branches of Science: Biology, Chemistry, Earth and Environmental 
Science and Physics according to Australian Curriculum. Opportunities are taken to integrate knowledge 
and the skills developed with other subject areas.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

TERM 1 Earth 
Science

Investigating the geological processes that form igneous, 
sedimentary and metamorphic rock types. Exploring tectonic activity 
at plate boundaries and examining the evidence for the theory of 
plate tectonics.

TERM 2 Biology Investigating the different structures and systems within the human 
body from cellular level to organ systems. Exploring the different 
functions of organelles and interaction of different body systems.

TERM 3 Chemistry Classifying matter as elements, compounds or mixtures and 
comparing different ways that these can be represented. Exploring 
the application of chemical and physical changes in a scientific 
investigation.

TERM 4 Physics Exploring energy transfer in a variety of contexts such as thermal 
transfers, the transmission of light through media, sound waves and 
electrical circuits.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12
 Science Natural Science

Physical Science
General Science

Biology
Psychology
Chemistry
Physics
Engineering

Biology
Psychology
Chemistry
Physics
Engineering
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IGNITE EXCELLENCE: 
SCIENCE

CORE
IGNITE EXCELLENCE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Ignite Excellence: Science program is specifically designed for students who demonstrate high levels 
of talent and interest in science. In Year 8, the program is a separate Science extension class, allowing 
high achieving students the opportunity to explore their strengths within this discipline at greater depth than 
ever before. This separate class allows the teacher to work through the Australian Curriculum at a pace 
suited to the high achieving students and to provide additional enrichment opportunities. Applications 
to join the Ignite Excellence: Science classes are made through the Academic Enrichment Department.

The course combines theory and practical work and aims to:
•	 Open an understanding of the patterns and processes found in creation
•	 Develop analytical thinking in the context of the scientific method and associated problem-solving 

techniques
•	 Provide a wide range of practical experiences and develop laboratory and group skills
•	 Develop the ability to work independently and as a member of a team
•	 Demonstrate the significance of science to students’ future intentions.

New enrolments interested in Ignite Excellence: Science Program are required to complete an application 
form available on the College website. Existing GLC students wishing to apply for the program for the 
next academic year can complete the Expression of Interest questions on their Subject Selection Form.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
TERM 1 Earth 

Science
Investigating the geological processes that form igneous, sedimentary 
and metamorphic rock types. Exploring tectonic activity at plate 
boundaries and examining the evidence for the theory of plate tectonics.

TERM 2 Biology Investigating the different structures and systems within the human body 
from cellular level to organ systems. Exploring the different functions of 
organelles and interaction of different body systems.

TERM 3 Chemistry Classifying matter as elements, compounds or mixtures and comparing 
different ways that these can be represented. Exploring the application 
of chemical and physical changes in a scientific investigation.

TERM 4 Physics Exploring energy transfer in a variety of contexts such as thermal 
transfers, the transmission of light through media, sound waves and 
electrical circuits.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12
 Science Natural Science

Physical Science
General Science

Biology          Physics
Psychology    Chemistry
Engineering

Biology          Physics
Psychology    Chemistry
Engineering
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BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Business and Entrepreneurship teaches students the lifelong knowledge and skills they need to assist them in 
making positive and informed choices into their future. This knowledge and skills can be applied to:
•	 Personal lives
•	 Working in a business
•	 Aspiring managers and small business owners
•	 Understanding the Australian legal system

Business and Entrepreneurship provides students with a foundational knowledge of the business and legal 
world which could be useful in any future career as an employee or a manager. This subject has embedded 
technology skills in the way students present their assessments.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied throughout the year depend upon student interests and resources 
available. Topics may include:
Entrepreneurship & 
Franchising

This unit investigates what is involved in owning a franchise and starting a new 
business.

Business Venture The unit focuses on students running small business ventures and applying the 
knowledge, practices and dispositions needed for a successful enterprise 
and venture. Students will use understandings of enterprise to propose 
solutions to business, economic, political or legal issues to produce positive 
outcomes. As a part of Service Learning, students will research a non-profit 
organisation to donate profits to.

Criminal Law Explores the legal and penal system of Queensland. Students will research 
historic and current criminal law cases.

Show me the Money The unit is aimed at providing students with the ‘day to day’ knowledge 
required for effective money management. Students will become aware of 
common money mistakes people can make and how best to manage such 
situations. Students will learn skills required to undertake budgeting.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Business & 
Entrepreneurship

Business / Accounting
Business Studies
Legal Studies
Economics

Business
Accounting
Business Studies
Diploma Pathway         
    - Business
Legal Studies
Economics

Business
Accounting
Business Studies
Diploma Pathway         
    - Business
Legal Studies
Economics
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CREATIVE TEXTILES ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Creative Textiles students are introduced to the many aspects of Textiles, including stitching, following a 
pattern and the safe use of sewing machines. Given a set of considerations and constraints, students will 
follow the design process and develop a chosen design. Students will use equipment, techniques and 
materials to specified levels of accuracy and precision. Students will confidently and competently use a 
range of technologies, including those which are computer-based, to complete textile projects that are fun 
to make and teach lifelong sewing skills. These projects also support students in pursuing further study and 
careers in design, textile, fashion and the clothing industries.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources available. 
Topics may include ‘Transforming Lives Through Textiles’ a clothing unit based on summer/spring fashion, 
simple garments and accessories.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Creative Textiles Fashion Fashion Fashion



        YEAR 8 CURRICULUM GUIDE  |  29

DANCE ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Year 8 Dance is a course that is designed for students to use movement and gesture to capture and 
convey ideas, images and feelings. The subject is suitable for students with or without dance training 
and experience. This subject is compulsory if the student is accepted into Dance Development – a 
curriculum and Ignite Excellence partnership with Grace Arts Academy. Details on Dance Development 
are available from Grace Academy at www.graceacademy.com.au/dance-development.

The course focuses on a range of genres and styles and aims to develop students as performers, 
choreographers and critical thinkers. Assessment will allow students to respond through Making, Creating, 
Exploring and Responding. Students will have opportunities to engage with industry professionals to 
develop their skills in a real-world context.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied are:

Pop and Lock it! 
(Hip-Hop/Jazz)

Students engage in technique and development in the Hip Hop and Jazz 
styles. They are introduced to the key elements of dance through practical 
workshops and group-based activities. They will learn a teacher-devised 
performance routine and critically reflect and analyse the use of the dance 
elements within the work.

Art in Motion 
(Contemporary 
Dance)

Students develop their skills in choreography through practical and theoretical 
exploration of the choreographic devices. They engage in Contemporary 
dance technique classes with a strong focus on core strength and alignment. 
Students will create their own dance work that responds to a piece of art 
as stimulus. They will critically analyse their work, discerning its use of the 
elements of dance to add impact and intent.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Dance Dance Dance Dance

http://www.graceacademy.com.au/dance-development
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DESIGN ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Students selecting Design will develop the practical and theoretical skills required to work creatively in a 
wide range of product design and development areas. The program explores design fundamentals with 
a view to creating product designers for the future. Students will develop higher order thinking skills and 
learn a variety of design presentation and communication techniques.

Students choosing to study Design will learn how to design products, services and environments that 
could one day be used by people to enhance and improve their daily life. Design is a critical part of 
solving some of the major issues facing our planet in the 21st century through innovative and visionary 
thinking:

•	 Learn how to create innovative, attractive, sustainable and user-friendly products and systems
•	 Learn the technical aspects of design, design development, CAD technology, ergonomics and 

aesthetics

Design includes:
•	 Designing products, services and environments based on design challenges
•	 Modelling and prototyping
•	 Sketching and CAD Drawing
•	 Prototyping ideas
•	 Evaluation and refinements of design ideas
•	 Use of 3D printers, laser cutters, CNC machines and sticker cutters

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources 
available. Topics may include:
•	 Experience design – Foundation
•	 Sketching for design
•	 Exploring client’s needs and wants
•	 Collaborative design
•	 Redesign exam

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Design Design Design Design
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DIGITAL SOLUTIONS ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Digital Solutions provides students with the knowledge, skills, processes and understanding of current 
and emerging technology across a range of programs.

Students will be exposed to a variety of real-world challenges using electronic tools, systems, devices 
and resources that generate, store or process data. These include online games and applications, 
multimedia, robotics and much more. The study of this course will contribute significantly to being able to 
implement digital technology skills. Students will also refine their skills in critical thinking, problem solving, 
computational thinking and communicating through hands-on experiences.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied throughout the semester depend upon student interests and resources 
available. Topics may include:
LEGO Robotics Students have access to a variety of LEGO robots and software that is used 

to plan, design and implement solutions. Students will complete various 
challenging tasks to test their knowledge and apply design thinking. This unit 
has a large focus on modifying existing robots and programming.

Drones Students explore real world scenarios for advanced technology use. They 
can create code to operate a drone to take off, land, turn and perform aerial 
figures like flips.

Programming and 
Coding

Students learn the basic concepts of programming such as variables, loops 
and conditions. Developing problem-solving skills through fun projects such 
as simple games and interactive platforms.

Website Design Students are introduced to foundation web design skills. HTML is used to 
design and build an informative website for a client. Students will analyse 
good and bad websites to assist in building an effective website for an 
intended purpose and audience.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Digital Solutions Digital Solutions Digital Solutions Digital Solutions
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DRAMA ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

This highly practical course focuses on understanding and making meaning in both the real and dramatic 
worlds by developing skills of communication, emotional intelligence, teamwork, initiative, quick thinking 
and confidence.

Drama is a course which provides opportunities to many students with a wide variety of career ambitions. 
The ability to speak and act confidently is a universally useful skill.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied throughout the year depend upon student interests and resources 
available. Topics may include:
Children’s Theatre Students discover the Elements of Drama and the Conventions of Children’s 

Theatre. Using the human body, language and space in a heightened 
manner, they will shape and communicate action and meaning through 
roles and relationships. A strong focus is on using key elements of drama 
– including the human context, dramatic tension, place, movement and 
language to create dramatic works that will be performed to local primary 
schools. Students will be exposed to learning activities through Making, 
Performance and Responding as part of their learning.

Extended 
Improvisation

Students develop their skills in improvisation through practical engagement 
with extended improvisations and process dramas that focus on acting in key 
simulations of true and fictional scenarios. They will then critically analyse their 
performance, discerning their own use of the elements of drama whilst also 
engaging in the process of empathising with relatable people and situations.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Drama Drama Drama Drama
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FOOD STUDIES ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Students will learn about what influences their choices in what they eat, how to get value for their 
money in buying food and some great recipes along the way. Students will be able to use their skills 
and knowledge to not only cook and create meals for themselves and their family, but also the wider 
community through Service Learning projects and experiences. 

Students will study the principles of food safety, safety when working in a kitchen setting, preparation 
and presentation techniques as well as investigating sustainability and ethical issues and how these could 
influence their food choices. Students will confidently and competently use a range of technologies 
including those which are computer based to complete cooking tasks that are fun to make and teach 
lifelong nutrition skills with a focus on supporting those interested in pursuing further study and careers in 
nutrition, food technology, food science and hospitality industries.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources 
available. Topics may include:
‘From Farm to Fork’ Nutrition of animal foods; history of Australian food; exploring Indigenous 

food origins.

Skills for Me;           
Food for Others

Food costings; food packaging and labelling; meeting the needs of the 
Grace community with meals as required.

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Food Studies Food and Nutrition 
Hospitality Practices

Food and Nutrition 
Hospitality Practices

Food and Nutrition 
Hospitality Practices
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GERMAN                              
& FLEX-GERMAN ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Any Year 8 student new to the College is welcome to enrol in German, but from Year 9, it is usually a 
prerequisite that the student has previously studied the language.

In Year 8, students study German as an elective for one Semester. To maintain contact with the language, in 
the non-contact semester of study, students will undertake the FLEX program (Foreign Language Excellence). 
This program entails online immersion activities and an incursion day once per term (twice in the semester) 
where students will practice and revise their language skills and immerse themselves in culture and context.

The fundamental aim of Language study is communication. This is achieved through equal practice of the 
four macro skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Over time, students learn to understand 
the purpose, audience, context and tone (PACT) of language sources to assist in their development of 
communication skills in the target language.

The German courses will develop in students an awareness and understanding of the way of life of not only 
German speaking communities, but also of other ethnic communities within Australia and overseas. Students 
may commence their studies in Year 8 with no specific language background but must recognise the need 
for consistent, regular application to their studies.

Grace Lutheran College offers students of German many cultural contact experiences both in country and 
in our own school or local area.  From Year 9, students have the opportunity to join the biennial German 
Study Tour to Germany which includes a 5-night home stay experience.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The following general themes and topics will be studied in Year 8 German. Where a topic has 
been encountered previously, it will be dealt with in increasing depth and complexity in Year 8.
•	 Time and animals
•	 Health and food
•	 Describing people
•	 Sports, hobbies and expressing likes/dislikes

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

German German German German

Prerequisite Subject – Students must study German in Year 8 and 9 to study it in Senior School.
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The course is 50% practical and 50% theoretical as per Australian Curriculum guidelines. 

Health and Physical Education involves students in:
•	 Learning about and practicing ways of maintaining healthy lifestyles
•	 Learning the prerequisite skills of and participating in skilful physical activities
•	 Learning how to improve performances in physical activities, sport and exercise
•	 Examining the health of Australians and the choices that can influence health

Practical assessment involves ongoing observation of physical performance across the term. Theoretical 
assessment takes the form of written responses and multi-modal presentations.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE

THEORETICAL PRACTICAL

TERM 1 Nutrition Touch Football

TERM 2 Analysing Physical Performance Soccer

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Health and
Physical Education

Health Health Health

Physical Education Physical Education Physical Education

Sport and Recreation Sport and Recreation
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JAPANESE & FLEX-
JAPANESE ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Any Year 8 student new to the College is welcome to enrol in Japanese, but from Year 9, it is usually a 
prerequisite that the student has previously studied the language.

In Year 8, students study Japanese as an elective for one Semester. To maintain contact with the language, in 
the non-contact semester of study, students will undertake the FLEX program (Foreign Language Excellence). 
This program entails online immersion activities and an incursion day once per term (twice in the semester) 
where students will practice and revise their language skills and immerse themselves in culture and context.

The fundamental aim of Language study is communication. This is achieved through equal practice of the 
four macro skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Over time, students learn to understand 
the purpose, audience, context and tone (PACT) of language sources to assist in their development of 
communication skills in the target language.

The Japanese courses will develop in students an awareness and understanding of the way of life of not 
only Japanese speaking communities, but also of other ethnic communities within Australia and overseas. 
Students may commence their studies in Year 8 with no specific language background but must recognise 
the need for consistent, regular application to their studies. 

Grace Lutheran College offers students of Japanese many cultural contact experiences both in country and 
in our own school or local area. From Year 9, students have the opportunity to join the biennial Japanese 
Study Tour to Japan which includes a 5-night home stay experience. The college encourages students 
of Japanese to consider hosting visiting exchange students from our Japanese sister school as part of the 
reciprocal relationship and way to maintain connection to language and culture.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The following general themes and topics will be studied in Year 8 German. Where a topic has 
been encountered previously, it will be dealt with in increasing depth and complexity in Year 8.
•	 Hiragana focus
•	 Pets
•	 Food & drinks (breakfast, lunch and dinner), likes and dislikes, traditional Japanese food 

experience.
•	 When is it? Days, weeks, months, celebrations and festivals

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese

Prerequisite Subject – Students must study German in Year 8 and 9 to study it in Senior School.
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MEDIA STUDIES ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Media Studies course is developed around the strands of exploring and responding, creating and 
making, developing practices and skills and presenting through which students can develop creative and 
critical thinking, skills in collaboration, communication, organisation, visual literacy and how to work with 
new and emerging technologies.

The intention of this subject is to provide students with an insight into, and practical hands-on experience of, 
the media. Students will learn through exploration of historical and contemporary media and will develop 
increasing confidence in the use of a range of production and post-production technologies.

Media Studies will suit students who have an interest in film and media, a flair for creativity and an interest 
in or an ability to use new technologies.

Students should be able to work individually and in groups.

Students will be expected to have earphones for work in the Editing Lab and a USB for backing up work.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources 
available. Topics may include:
Making the News Students will explore the world of broadcast journalism and develop 

confidence with a range of production technologies. Learning is assessed 
through the making of a news bulletin.

Children’s Television Students look in depth at Australian television institutions, emerging new 
technologies for streaming television and the importance of television 
audiences. Learning is assessed through the analysis of a contemporary TV 
Show

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Media Film, TV and New 
Media

Film, TV and New 
Media

Film, TV and New 
Media
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MUSIC ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The Music course approaches the development of skills in performing, composing and musicology through 
the study of music of various styles. It is a rewarding and active course involving listening to, writing and 
playing music.

Students from a contemporary or classical music background are catered for. Likewise, the course is suitable 
for both vocalists and instrumentalists.

The integrated nature of the course allows the theoretical content to emerge from the activities. Computer 
software and iPad apps are used to develop composition and aural skills. Involvement in College music 
ensembles and/or vocal or instrumental lessons would enhance study of this subject but is not compulsory.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources 
available. Topics may include:
The Music of Today In this unit, students explore the dynamic world of contemporary popular 

music through performance, collaboration and creative music making. 
Students continue to develop their primary instrument, whilst simultaneously 
exploring foundational technique on various contemporary instruments, 
including guitar, drums and piano. Students consider stage presence, 
ensemble etiquette and audience experience when investigating ‘what makes 
a performance entertaining?’ applying findings to their own practice.
Assessment: Creative Folio (Performance and Composition)

Music and Storytelling In this unit, students explore the powerful role music plays in storytelling across 
a variety of times, places, cultures and contexts. Students will consider how 
composers and performers manipulate the music elements and concepts 
to support narrative. Students will expand their skillset when recording and 
composing music and practice communicating musical intent through analysis 
and musicology tasks.
Assessment: Compositional Folio consisting of Composition and Musicology

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Music Music Music Music
Music Extension
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IGNITE EXCELLENCE: MUSIC
ELECTIVE

IGNITE EXCELLENCE

ABOUT THE COURSE

Ignite Excellence: Music is designed to extend and inspire gifted music students by fostering a deep love 
of music through engaging and meaningful experiences. As an Ignite Excellence program, offered to 
Year 7 - 9 students, this course creates a unique partnership between curriculum and co-curricular music 
(Grace Arts Academy), ensuring students receive a holistic and well-rounded musical education through 
extended application of knowledge and skills.

Students will:
•	 Develop instrument mastery skills 
•	 Learn a second study instrument (tuition and instrument hire included)
•	 Join a College core ensemble

Entry to the Ignite Excellence Music program is subject to a successful audition. To register interest, the 
application form must be completed before the end of Term 2, of the year prior to commencement.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources 
available. Topics may include:
The Music of Today In this unit, students explore the dynamic world of contemporary popular 

music through performance, collaboration and creative music making. 
Students continue to develop their primary instrument, whilst simultaneously 
exploring foundational technique on various contemporary instruments, 
including guitar, drums and piano. Students consider stage presence, 
ensemble etiquette and audience experience when investigating ‘what makes 
a performance entertaining?’ applying findings to their own practice.
Assessment: Creative Folio (Performance and Composition)

Music and Storytelling In this unit, students explore the powerful role music plays in storytelling across 
a variety of times, places, cultures and contexts. Students will consider how 
composers and performers manipulate the music elements and concepts 
to support narrative. Students will expand their skillset when recording and 
composing music and practice communicating musical intent through analysis 
and musicology tasks.
Assessment: Compositional Folio consisting of Composition and Musicology

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Music Music Music Music
Music Extension
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PRACTICAL TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

This subject combines the basic traditional knowledge of hand tools and techniques with the current new 
technologies, tools and equipment from the latest manufacturing industries. Our purpose-built workshops 
have the latest modern technologies, tools and machines ready for students to use in developing 
individual projects using varying materials and hardware. Students will not only build exciting projects 
from the ground up but they will design elements to incorporate and customise their own projects.

Practical Technology includes:
•	 On Guard safety units
•	 Design, make and appraisal of projects
•	 Completion of folios of work
•	 Use of industry standard tools and machines

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied throughout the course depend upon student interests and resources 
available. Topics may include:
•	 Aerodynamics & movement
•	 Design & metal technology
•	 Design & traditional wood skills
•	 Design & wood technology
•	 Designing for clients & plastics technology

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Practical Technology Practical Technology 
Pathways

Certificate Pathway 
Engineering
Trades Skills Centre

Engineering Certificate
Pathway in the
Trades Skills Centre

Building and 
Construction
Trades Skills Centre

Construction & 
Furnishing Certificate
Pathway in the 
Trades Skills Centre



        YEAR 8 CURRICULUM GUIDE  |  41

VISUAL ART ELECTIVE

ABOUT THE COURSE

The course is built around the strands, Exploring and Responding, Developing, Creating and Making. 
Together the strands focus on a holistic approach to both creating art works and appreciating the history 
and culture of the Visual Arts. Students will develop knowledge, practical understanding and skills as artists 
and designers by making visual art works. They will also study a wide variety of cultural histories and 
contemporary perspectives in the Visual Arts. Students will engage in several art making activities that will 
utilise a wide variety of media, materials and technologies.

Students will explore, investigate, experiment and communicate their ideas by making art works and
responding to a variety of art works from various perspectives in the following areas:

Making tasks will be undertaken in class time and will be assessed at the end of each term. 

Responding tasks will be embedded into the making areas and reflect the content and media being 
explored at the time.

THE LEARNERS EXPERIENCE
The units of work studied throughout the year depend upon student interests and resources 
available. Topics may include:
•	 Cultural Representations: ceramics, sculpture
•	 Environmental Representations: digital and electronic imaging, 2D design approaches
•	 Responding Tasks: in class and homework activities that relate to the making areas being studied

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Visual Art Visual Art Visual Art Visual Art
Visual Art Certificate
Pathway

Visual Art Certificate
Pathway 








