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INTRODUCTION TO THE YEAR 11 & 12 CURRICULUM GUIDE

We are pleased to provide you with an overview of Learning Pathways intended to allow students to 
plan their own learning directions with the goal of achieving their individual potential.

The principles we have used to construct our curriculum at Rothwell are as follows:

FOUNDATIONS
Grace implements the mandatory aspects of the three-dimensional Australian Curriculum 
from Year 7 and innovatively designs this curriculum to transition students into the QCAA 
Senior School model of the QCE.

HOLISTIC EDUCATION
Grace prioritises an education for the whole person – spiritual, academic, physical, 
social-emotional, technological, and cultural. As a result, mandatory aspects of the 
curriculum include Christian Studies/Religion and Ethics, Chapel, GEL, Sport, and 
Outdoor Education (including the Googa program).

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS
Grace recognises the importance of student agency and creating their own personalised 
pathways based on the College’s offerings. The College aims to offer a wide range of 
learning opportunities for students and will enact innovative methods to facilitate these 
where practicable.

CONNECTIONS
Grace incorporates authentic learning experiences through connections within local, 
national, or global communities. This includes but is not limited to intentional focuses 
on service-learning experiences and considering the ‘real world’ in problem-based 
learning experiences.

EMPOWERED LEARNERS
Grace encourages learning environments that nurture, mentor and facilitate learning 
allowing students to take control of their learning journey empowering them to unlock 
their potential and celebrate individual mastery.

We trust Grace students will enter the world having developed the skills and attitudes to live a life of faith 
and service so that God will be glorified in the world.
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THE YEAR 11 & 12 CURRICULUM AT GRACE

Grace is proud of encouraging a culture of personalised learning at the College. As part of the subject 
selection process, we achieve this by offering an extensive range of subject choices. This allows for a 
timetable to be constructed that in the main addresses the needs of the individual student.

Grace is committed to encouraging students to develop their gifts and talents. This is achieved through the 
carefully constructed ‘Grace Curriculum Journey’.

The Year 11 curriculum is named GRACE CONFIRMS PATHWAYS. Students will confirm pathways as 
they complete Unit 1 and Unit 2. All students should have confirmed their appropriate subjects by the end 
of Term 1 to ensure a smooth and successful completion of the QCE. It is understood that subjects in the 
Senior School are beginning Unit 3 curriculum in Term 4 of Year 11. Curriculum design is modelled from 
the QCAA principles and directives. 

The Year 12 curriculum is named GRACE’S FINISHING LINE and is where students will finish their 
academic journey at Grace with a clear vision of their pathway. It is expected that all students are in 
appropriate subjects and are tracking to complete Units 3 and 4. Subject changes will be atypical 
in Year 12 and approved in exceptional circumstances only. The aim is for all Year 12 students to be 
prepared for external assessment in Term 4 and consequently the successful completion of attaining a 
QCE. Curriculum design is modelled from the QCAA principles and directives. 

Languages must be studied in Year 10 to be studied in Years 11 and 12 and it is recommended that 
they have been studied in earlier years. A student intending on studying a science subject should have 
completed 12 months of either Natural or Physical Science in Year 10. 

DIVERSE LEARNING 
Additional support may be offered to students that meet the criteria as determined by Diverse Learning. 
This process is in careful consideration of the student’s pathway goals. Please contact the relevant Diverse 
Learning Case Manager at diverselearning@glc.qld.edu.au. 

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT 
Students who are identified as gifted and talented in the Senior School are case managed by the 
Academic Enrichment Case Manager. Academic Enrichment students will have meetings with their 
case manager and can make additional appointments as necessary by visiting the Pathways Centre. 
The Senior School focus is ensuring students are maximising their potential and striving towards their 
pathways beyond Grace. Contact academicenrichment@glc.qld.edu.au. 
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PATHWAYS

CAREERS

Career Guidance staff are available to support your child in their subject selection process. In addition, 
the College has a structured approach to ensure that all students in the Senior School are assigned a 
Pathways Specialist who manages their academic progress and supports their pathway considerations 
beyond Grace. 

YEAR 10 •	 Each student has a scheduled Pathways Appointment in Semester 1
•	 All students participate in a comprehensive Career Profiling program and receive 

an individual Career Profile Report.

YEAR 11 •	 Each student has a scheduled Pathways Appointment in Semester 2

YEAR 12 •	 Each student has a scheduled Pathways Appointment in Semester 1
•	 Each student has the option to schedule Pathways appointments in Semester 2 to 

(focus on QTAC applications and post-secondary pathways)

Students can make Careers Appointments at any time by requesting this at the Pathways Centre.

There is a dedicated Grace Careers website which provides information and support for 
students and for students once they have graduated.

For more information Grace Careers click here or email careers@glc.qld.edu.au

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)

The College allows students to integrate Vocational Education and Training (VET) into their senior studies.

SCHOOL BASED CERTIFICATE 
QUALIFICATIONS

OFF-CAMPUS QUALIFICATIONS

•	 Offered as part of the students’ timetables. •	 Other qualifications are offered off-line or 
off campus at TAFE or a private provider and 
may include on-the-job training.

•	 Some students may choose to complete a 
school-based traineeship or commence a 
school-based apprenticeship in Year 10, 11 
and 12.

The Registered Training Organisation (RTO) issues a Statement of Attainment for successfully 
completed VET units. These courses can lead to higher levels in vocational training or traineeships and 

apprenticeships.

https://www.gracecareers.com/
mailto:careers%40glc.qld.edu.au?subject=
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VET IN SCHOOLS FUNDING (VETIS)

Years 10, 11 and 12 Students can enrol in a fully funded certificate I or II qualification through a general 
training pathway or Years 10, 11 and 12 Students can enter a fully funded School Based Apprenticeship 
or Traineeship at Certificate II or III level.

From 2026 students cannot be accessing VETiS funding for a training course, at the same time as 
commencing a School-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship.  They would need to withdraw from 
the course or pay fee-for-service for the course, before they could commence the school-based 
Apprenticeship or Traineeship.

STRATEGIES FOR CHOOSING SUBJECTS

It is suggested that subjects be chosen based on the following:

Subjects 
which may be 
prerequisites 
for further 
study

Subjects 
which a 
student enjoys

Subjects 
in which a 
student has 
already 
experienced 
some success

Subjects which 
provide an 
appropriate 
challenge to 
the student

Subjects 
which will 
help a student 
reach a 
chosen career 
or keep a 
wide range of 
options open

Subjects 
which will 
develop skills, 
knowledge 
and attitudes 
useful 
throughout the 
student’s life.

Keep your 
options open

•	 Many students have thought about their future but are still uncertain.
•	 It is therefore wise to keep options open. This makes it possible for students to 

develop their interests and abilities, which will then help them to decide on a 
study pathway or career choice.

Explore 
subjects 
offered at 
Grace

•	 Read the subject descriptions in this Curriculum Guide
•	 Refer to the Points of Contact page in this Curriculum Guide to discuss subjects
•	 Refer to the videos on the Subject Selection website
•	 Look at books and materials used by students in the subjects
•	 Ask questions about content and assessment types
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Personalised 
Pathways 
- Make 
decisions 
about a 
range of 
subjects

•	 It is important to remember that all students are individuals, and their particular 
needs and requirements in subject selection will be quite different from those of 
other students.

•	 This means that it is unwise to either take or avoid a subject because:
•	 Someone told them that they will like or dislike it

•	 Their friends are or are not taking it
•	 They like or dislike the teacher
•	 Prejudice or Bias

•	 Students should be honest about their abilities and realistic with their career 
goals. There is little to be gained by continuing with or taking advanced levels 
of subjects that have proved difficult, even after students have put in their best 
efforts. Similarly, if career goals require the study of certain subjects, students 
must consider if they have the ability and determination to work hard enough to 
achieve the necessary level of results in those subjects.

Be prepared 
to seek 
guidance

•	 If students need more help, they should seek it. Refer to the Points of Contact page 
in this Curriculum Guide.

•	 Download the Tertiary Prerequisites guides, which are listed by tertiary institution 
and are designed to help students select their Senior subjects.

•	 Check tertiary prerequisites or recommended subjects by clicking here

Grace Careers www.gracecareers.com

TAFE QLD www.tafeqld.edu.au

Qld Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) www.qtac.edu.au

Myfuture www.myfuture.edu.au

Your Career www.yourcareer.gov.au

Good Universities Guide www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au

Study Assist www.studyassist.gov.au

Graduate Careers https://au.prosple.com

School-based Apprenticeships 
& Traineeships

www.qld.gov.au/education/apprenticeships/school-
based

Queensland Training Information 
Service

www.qtis.training.qld.gov.au

Queensland Training Subsidies List www.dtet.qld.gov.au/training/providers/funded/
subsidised	 training-lists

https://www.qtac.edu.au/
http://www.gracecareers.com/
http://www.tafeqld.edu.au/
http://www.qtac.edu.au/
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.yourcareer.gov.au/
http://www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/
http://www.studyassist.gov.au/
https://au.prosple.com/
http://www.qld.gov.au/education/apprenticeships/school-based
http://www.qld.gov.au/education/apprenticeships/school-based
http://www.qtis.training.qld.gov.au/
http://www.dtet.qld.gov.au/training/providers/funded/subsidised%09%09   training-list
http://www.dtet.qld.gov.au/training/providers/funded/subsidised%09%09   training-list
http://www.desbt.qld.gov.au/training/training-careers/incentives
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ALTERNATIVE DELIVERY MODES

Alternative Delivery modes are supported by the College where possible with the following focuses:

•	 Provide students with their subject choices as they continue their academic pathways. 
•	 Focus on the quality of the education rather than the quantity of lessons. 
•	 Personalised learning opportunities. 

Alternative Delivery is at the discretion of the College. Subjects that do not meet the minimum number of 
student subscription per the class sizes guidelines are required to follow the alternative delivery guidelines. 

The College acknowledges that Alternative Delivery best suits self-motivated and dedicated learners 
who are driven to succeed in the subject area. It may not be the preferred mode of learning for all 
students hence another subject choice may need to be considered. The College also notes that students 
can perform and achieve at a very high level when completing a subject using an alternative delivery 
mode. 

Alternative Delivery may take the form of: 

CONCURRENT 
DELIVERY

•	 Completing the subject at the same time as students completing the subject in 
another level. (Traditionally referred to as composite classes).

•	 Each year level is studying their year levels content and completes their year 
levels assessment.

ALTERNATIVE 
SEQUENCE

•	 Completing the subject at the same time as students completing the subject in 
another level.

•	 The same content is delivered to each year level with year level appropriate 
assessment.

•	 QCAA determines which subjects can be run using an Alternative sequence.

ALTERNATIVE 
DELIVERY

•	 Reduced number of teacher contact lessons with the remainder of lessons 
delivered in an online format such as TEAMS.

•	 After school delivery in a once per week session e.g. 3.20 – 5.00pm.
•	 Lunchtime lessons to avoid any other curriculum clashes.

ONLINE 
LEARNING

•	 Completely online delivery through TEAMS with a weekly teacher check-in.
•	 The teacher could be based at either the Rothwell or Caboolture Campus.

Subjects that have a history of using an Alternative Delivery mode of delivery will be identified on their 
subject page in the Curriculum Guide. This does not confirm that this is their pre-determined delivery 
model for the year your child is selecting their subjects.

STUDY LESSONS

The Year 11/12 Curriculum at Grace is designed to allow students to confirm their pathways. Therefore, 
the College highly recommends that students begin Unit 1 with four (4) elective subjects. Some students 
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may be granted a study spare in lieu of an elective subject due to off campus vocational studies or 
commitments that meet the Flexible Learning Pathway guidelines. In Year 12 all students have access to 
a Study Lesson to support developing an independent approach and capacity in their final year of high 
schooling. 

 Once students have completed Unit 1 and 2 in an elective subject (typically by the end of Term 3 of Year 
11), they are more informed about the appropriateness of a subject and its contribution to achieving their 
pathway. Applications can be submitted via Parent Lounge/Parent Orbit to apply for a Study Lesson in 
lieu of an elective. Students may be required to have an appointment with Pathways Staff to guide this 
decision making. 

SUBJECT CHANGES

At times students may feel it is necessary to change their elective subjects for various reasons. A meeting 
with one of our Career Guidance staff is recommended.

Students who want to change electives will need their parent/guardian to complete the “Application to 
Change a Subject” form accessible on Parent Lounge (click School Links then Curriculum Information).

Students cannot start attending the new elective subject until they have received an updated timetable 
(on eGrace). The deadline for subject changes can be found in the eGrace and Parent Lounge calendar, 
any requests received after this time will be held until the following term.

CHANGING A SUBJECT

C O N S I D E R I N G  A D J U ST I N G  Y O U R
P E R S O N A L I S E D  PAT H WAY  AT  G R A C E ?

Review the Curriculum Guide
Available on the College website (Rothwell, Caboolture, Subject 
Selection Rothwell, Subject Selection Caboolture, Curriculum Guides)

Submit Application on Parent Lounge/
Parent Orbit
Grace Lutheran College, School Links, Curriculum Information.
Please note the submission deadlines on the school calendar.

The College reviews the Application
Please note this can take up to 2 weeks, as the exiting and
receiving Learning Lead review the application with the final
approval from the Pathways Coordinator.

Confirmation Correspondence
Your child is to remain engaged in the learning and assesment
of the existing subject until the Subject Change Approval email
is received and eGrace is updated.
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DISCLAIMERS

1.	 Due to staffing and/or resource constraints, the College may be required to withdraw subjects that 
do not receive sufficient student enrolment. Students affected by this change will either be allocated 
their next highest subject preference or asked to select an alternative subject from those available.

2.	 If an insufficient number of students choose a given subject, it will be:
•	 withdrawn or
•	 offered as an alternative delivery subject (refer to Alternative Delivery section)

3.	 If a subject is oversubscribed class allocation will be based on the students’ preference order of the 
subject. (E.g. Students with the subject listed as a higher preference will be given priority in the subject). 

4.	 If a subject is oversubscribed at the time of subject changes, class allocation and the 
associate waiting list will be based on the date order of the subject change requests.   

5.	 The electives chosen for the curriculum each year will be arranged on timetable lines that optimises 
student choices.

•	 It is possible that two subjects that a student wishes to study may end up occurring on the same 
timetable line (therefore at the same time on the timetable). A choice will then have to be made 
between the two subjects.

POINTS OF CONTACT

If you or your child have questions about subjects or would like further information, the table below will 
guide you to the best point of contact.

SUBJECT TEACHER 
CONTACT

EMAIL

Accounting
Business
Business Studies 
Economics 
Digital Solutions
Legal Studies 
Economics
Diploma Pathway - Business *

Jayne Franklin jayne_franklin@glc.qld.edu.au

Dance
Drama 
Music  
Film Tv & New Media
Visual Art
Certificate Pathway - Visual Arts *

Gail Crossley gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au

mailto:Jayne_franklin@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au
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Certificate Pathway - Construction * 
Certificate Pathway - Engineering *
Design 
Industrial Graphics Skills
Fashion 
Food & Nutrition 
Hospitality Practices

Dwayne Blair dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au

Ancient History
Geography 
German
Japanese 
Modern History

Michael Still michael_still@glc.qld.edu.au

English 
Essential English 
Literature
English & Literature Extension

Michael Fichtenmayer michael_fichtenmayer@glc.qld.edu.au

Fit for Life
Health 
Physical Education 
Sport and Recreation

Alyssa Beaufoy 
Kristy Sanford

alyssa_beaufoy@glc.qld.edu.au 
kristy_sanford@glc.qld.edu.au

Essential Mathematics 
General Mathematics 
Specialist Mathematics

Joshua Ahern joshua_ahern@glc.qld.edu.au

Religion & Ethics 
Study of Religion

Miriam Power miriam_power@glc.qld.edu.au

Biology  
Chemistry 
Engineering 
Physics 
Psychology

Dominique Ridley dominique_ridley@glc.qld.edu.au

Certificate Pathway - Vocational * Leisa Jones leisa_jones@glc.qld.edu.au

Other points of contact which may be helpful include:

ROLE TEACHER CONTACT EMAIL

Teaching & Learning Hayley Lalor 
Jonathan Brough

teachingandlearning@glc.qld.edu.au

Diverse Learning Lead Michelle Brown diverselearning@glc.qld.edu.au

mailto:dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:michael_still@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:michael_fichtenmayer@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:alyssa_beaufoy@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:kristy_sanford@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:joshua_ahern@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:miriam_power@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:dominique_ridley@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:leisa_jones@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:teachingandlearning@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:diverselearning@glc.qld.edu.au
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Academic Enrichment 
Coordinator

Leigh-ann Forman academicenrichment@glc.qld.edu.au

Pathways Coordinator Robert Flynn careers@glc.qld.edu.au

VET Manager Leisa Jones vet@glc.qld.edu.au

QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (QCE)

Queensland’s senior secondary schooling qualification referred to as the QCE is internationally 
recognised and provides evidence of senior schooling achievements and is awarded when the specific 
requirements are met.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE QCE
To receive a QCE, students must achieve the set amount of 
learning, at the set standard, in a set pattern, while meeting 
literacy and numeracy requirements.

The set amount is 20 credits from contributing courses of study, 
including:

•	 QCAA-developed subjects or courses
•	 Vocational education and training (VET) qualifications
•	 Non-Queensland studies
•	 Recognised studies
Students must meet literacy and numeracy requirements. 

A credit is the minimum amount of learning at the set standard that can contribute towards the QCE:

•	 A pass or ‘C’ grade for one semester of a school subject
•	 Certificate I - Competent in all units
•	 Certificate II, III or IV - Competence in at least one quarter of the units
•	 The number of credits allocated depends on whether the VET qualification is Certificate II or 

higher as not all vocational qualifications are given the same value.
  

	 To read more information about the QCE requirements and see fact sheets click here

MYQCE - LEARNING ACOUNT

The College assists students to track their progress/credits towards achieving a QCE during their senior 
school. Each student will have a learning account they can access using a Learner Unique Identifier 
(LUI) and a password.

  
	 To read more information and to access your child’s learning account click here

mailto:academicenrichment@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:careers@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:vet@glc.qld.edu.au
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce
https://myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
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ACADEMIC MONITORING

Academic Monitoring is a holistic process where progress is monitored on a regular basis to:

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE QCE

The Academic Monitoring process begins with the GEL Teacher from a holistic perspective, at regular 
intervals throughout the year. During this time in GEL, students review their own performance and self-
reflect. Academic Monitoring is also conducted from a subject based lens, where the class teacher may 
refer a student’s underperformance or risk in a particular subject to the Learning Lead.

POSSIBLE ACTIONS FROM ACADEMIC MONITORING
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Recommendation for 
Subject Change

College staff will contact the parent/guardian to recommend that the 
parent/guardian submit a subject change via Parent Lounge for their 
child.

Subject Transfer College staff will enact a subject change on behalf of the parent/
guardian/student due to the child being at academic risk. The parent/
guardian is advised after the transfer is enacted.

Recommendation for 
Pathway Change

College staff will contact the parent/guardian to recommend that 
the student changes from an ATAR and QCE pathway to a QCE 
only pathway, generally due to academic performance or subject 
combinations taking into consideration a student’s pathway directions.

WHERE A STUDENT:
GENERAL SUBJECTS SUBJECT TRANSFER ACTION

Receives an 
‘Unsatisfactory’ result 
in Unit 1

•	 The student will meet with their Pathway specialist.
•	 A subject change will be recommended.
•	 Parents/guardians will be emailed to recommend that a subject 

change is submitted on Parent Lounge. (This may impact a student’s 
pathway changing from ATAR & QCE to QCE only)

Receives an 
‘Unsatisfactory’ result 
across Unit 1 and 2

•	 The student will meet with their Pathway specialist.
•	 A subject transfer will be enacted (where possible in the timetable 

design).
•	 Parents/guardians will be made aware that the change has 

occurred via email from the Pathway Specialist/Learning Lead. (This 
may impact on a student’s pathway changing from ATAR & QCE to 
QCE only)
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SUBJECT TYPES IN YEAR 11 AND 12

Core Subjects An English Subject

A Mathematics Subject*

Religion and Ethics and Fit for Life (Year 11 Only)

Elective Subjects

General Subjects Course of study is based on a syllabus that has been issued 
by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(QCAA) and involves an external exam

Applied Subjects Course of study is based on a syllabus that has been 
issued by the QCAA but does not have an external exam

Vocational 
Certificate Subjects

Course of study requires students to develop industry-
specific knowledge and skills, until they can meet the 
criteria of each unit of competency in a qualification.

*A parent/guardian may request for a student to not study Mathematics in Year 11 and 12 in writing to 
the student’s Pathways Specialist. This request is on the basis that they have successfully met the Numeracy 
requirement of the QCE and there is no requirement or benefit for the study of a mathematics subject 
for their personalised pathway directions. Where the application is approved the student will engage in 
an alternative offering to support their personalised pathway. These applications are considered on a 
case-by-case basis and the decision of the Pathways Coordinator is final. 

Queensland Tertiary Admission Centre (QTAC) is responsible for ATAR calculations and in turn determines 
the weighting of subjects (referred to as ‘inter-subject scaling’). Scaling is fluid year to year and can only 
ever be used as a guide. 

A student can do a combination of subject types when determining their pathway, it is important to be 
aware that all subjects have different scaling when it comes to calculating the ATAR. 

•	 For more information and fact sheets from QTAC about the ATAR click here 
•	 For more information from QTAC about Scaling click here 

STRUCTURE OF YEAR 11 AND 12

All General and Applied senior subjects are organised into 4 units of work.

Some subjects may have started the Unit 1 teaching and learning in Semester 2 of Year 10. Teachers 
are aware and accommodate in their planning that there are students who will join a subject at the 
beginning of Year 11 (where they have not completed the subject in Year 10).

Students should ensure that they have consolidated their subject choices by the end of Semester 1 
Year 11. All General subjects will start the teaching and learning of Unit 3 (the first summative unit 
contributing towards a student’s ATAR) in Year 11 Term 4. While all subjects have started the teaching 
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and learning of Unit 3, it is at the discretion of the subject as to whether this is assessed in Year 11 Term 
4 or at the start of Year 12.

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4

FORMATIVE
Designed to prepare students for Unit 3 and 4 

Unit 1 (Satisfactory Achievement) contributes 1 
credit towards the QCE

Unit 2 (Satisfactory Achievement) contributes 1 
credit towards the QCE

SUMMATIVE
Contributes towards a student’s ATAR Calculation 

Unit 3 and 4 (Satisfactory Achievement) must both 
be completed and collectively contribute 2 credits 
towards for the QCE

A satisfactory result is determined by a student receiving a pass result in each unit. Where a student’s 
result may be considered borderline, it is at the Learning Leads’ discretion to determine an on-balance 
judgement of the evidence across the students’ work.

UNITS 3 AND 4

3 Internal (school based) 
Assessments

•	 Contributes to 75% of the subject’s overall result, except for 
Science and Mathematics subjects where it contributes 50%

•	 Instruments are endorsed for use by the QCAA with results 
confirmed by the QCAA

1 External Assessment •	 Contributes to 25% of the subject’s overall result, except for 
Science and Mathematics subjects where it contributes 50%

•	 Exams are set and marked externally by the QCAA but facilitated 
by the College

AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK (ATAR)

The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) is responsible for calculating ATARs. QTAC will 
calculate ATARs based on either:

A student’s best five General subject results

OR

A student’s best results in a combination 
of four General subject results, plus one 
Applied learning subject result. 
(Eligible Applied learning subjects are a 
QCAA Applied subject, or Certificate III, 
or Certificate IV, or Diploma, or Advanced 
diploma)

If a student is eligible for an ATAR in both categories, QTAC will use their highest ATAR.

ATAR Eligibility requires students to attain a satisfactory result (equivalent to a Pass or ‘C’) of:
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•	 A QCAA English subject - English, Essential English, Literature, English and Literature Extension.

While students must meet this standard to be eligible to receive an ATAR, it doesn’t mean 
a student’s English result to be included in the calculation of their ATAR.

 
For more information and fact sheets from QTAC about the ATAR click here

SENIOR LEARNING PATHWAYS

In Year 11 and 12, students will have two pathways available to them:

University Entry Students who wish to study at university to 
acquire degree level qualifications should 
select subjects that ensure ATAR eligibility. 

Applied subjects or Certificate III or IV 
courses will contribute to an ATAR but 
will not be scaled as highly as a General 
Subject in their contribution to the ATAR. 

However, completed Australian 
Qualification Framework (AQF) 
Certificate III, IV or Diploma qualifications 
may be considered for tertiary admission 
and can derive a selection rank at some 
universities. 

The recommended study plan is:
•	 A minimum of five General 

subjects
•	 The sixth subject could be:

o	 A General Subject
o	 An Applied Subject
o	 A Certificate Course

Work Readiness 
and Further 
Training

Students who wish to transition into 
full time or part time employment, 
apprenticeships or traineeships or 
vocational training after senior school are 
advised to select subjects and courses 
with embedded skills to prepare for this 
pathway.  

The recommended study plan is:
•	 Any combination of Applied, 

Certificate and General 
Subjects to the equivalent of 6 
Subjects

•	 The program in senior school 
could also include a School 
Based Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship

Regardless of pathway, it is a College decision that students are required to study:

•	 An English subject
•	 A Mathematics subject
•	 Religion and Ethics (Year 10 and 11)
•	 Fit for Life (Year 11)
•	 Four other subjects according to one of the bove pathways

https://www.qtac.edu.au/atar/
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SUBJECT CHOICES FOR YEAR 11 2027 / YEAR 12 2028

In Year 11 and 12 students are required to study all Core Subjects and 4 of the Elective Subjects listed 
below. 

Core Subjects

English  (English, Literature or Essential English)

Mathematics (General Mathematics, Mathematical Methods, or Essential Mathematics)

Religion and Ethics (completed by the end of Year 11)

Core Physical Education (Fit for Life) - Year 11 Only

ELECTIVE SUBJECTS
(Select four of the options below)
Accounting 
Ancient History 
Biology 
Business 
Business Studies^ 
* Diploma Pathway – Business 
* Certificate Pathway - Construction^ 
* Certificate Pathway – Engineering ^ 
* Certificate Pathway - Visual Art 
* Certificate Pathway - Vocational 
Chemistry 
Dance 
Design 
Digital Solutions 
Drama 
Economics 
Engineering 
English & Literature Extension 
Fashion^ 
Film TV & New Media 
Food & Nutrition 
Geography

German 
Health 
Hospitality Practices^ 
Industrial Graphics Skills^ 
Japanese 
Legal Studies 
Modern History 
Music 
Music Extension 
Physical Education 
Physics 
Psychology 
Specialist Mathematics 
Sport and Recreation^ 
Study of Religion 
Visual Art 

^Applied Subject 
* Vocational Certificate Pathway 

Special requirements of VET qualifications are outlined in the back of this guide
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RELIGION & ETHICS APPLIED CORE (Year 11)
PRE-REQUISTIES Nil

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of  Unit 
1 or 2 – communications will be sent to parents/
guardians for awareness.

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Religion & Ethics focuses on the personal, relational and spiritual perspectives of human experience. 
Students investigate and critically reflect on the role and function of religion and ethics in society. 

Students investigate topics such as the meaning of life, spirituality, purpose and destiny, life choices, 
moral and ethical issues and justice and explore how these are dealt with in various religious, spiritual 
and ethical traditions. They examine how personal beliefs, values and spiritual identity are shaped and 
influenced by factors such as family, culture, gender, race, class and economic issues. 

Students gain knowledge and understanding and develop the ability to think critically and communicate 
concepts relevant to their lives and the world in which they live. 

Religion and Ethics commences in Year 10 and is completed by the end of Year 11. Students may elect 
to take Study of Religion instead of Religion and Ethics in Year 11. Study of Religion is a full 2 year course 
across Years 11 and 12. 

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

SEMESTER 1 World Religions and Spiritualities •	 IA1 - Extended response - Expressions 
of spirituality 

•	 IA2 - Project - Religious and spiritual 
diversity 

SEMESTER 2 Meaning, purpose and expression •	 IA3 - Investigation - Religious or spiritual 
expression 

•	 IA4 - Project - Meaning and purpose 

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Religion and Ethics can establish a basis for further education in any field, as it 
helps students develop the skills and personal attributes necessary for engaging efficiently, effectively 
and positively in future life roles. It helps students develop an understanding of themselves in the 
context of their family, their community and the workplace.

http://here
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ENGLISH GENERAL CORE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or higher in Year 10 English

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of Unit 1 
and 2 – a subject transfer will be enacted to Essential 
English by the Learning Lead

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

The subject English focuses on the study of both literary texts and non-literary texts, developing students 
as independent, innovative and creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the aesthetic use of 
language, analyse perspectives and evidence and challenge ideas and interpretations through the 
analysis and creation of varied texts. 

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Perspectives in Texts 
•	 Thematically explore issues in literary texts, 

comparing and evaluating these issues in a 
real-world context through non-literary texts (the 
media) 

•	 Assignment: Comparative 
Analytical Essay 

•	 Assignment: Persuasive 
Spoken Response 

UNIT 2 Texts and Cultures 
•	 Explore representations of Australia through a 

range of poetry, including indigenous poetry, 
comparing with non-Australian experiences 
represented in a class novel 

•	 Exam: Australian Gothic 
short story 

•	 Exam: Literary Essay

UNIT 3 Textual Connections 
•	 Examining a thematic issue of their choice 

explored in prescribed texts

•	 Assignment: 
Comparative Analytical 
Essay 

•	 Assignment: Persuasive 
Spoken Response

UNIT 4 Close Study of Literary texts •	 Exam: Short Story 
•	 External Examination

PATHWAYS

English is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that 
lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in English promotes open-
mindedness, imagination, critical awareness and intellectual flexibility — skills that prepare students for 
local and global citizenship and for lifelong learning across a wide range of contexts. 

http://here


24  |  YEAR 11 & 12  CURRICULUM GUIDE

LITERATURE GENERAL CORE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a B or higher in Year 10 English  or Ignite 

Literature

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of Unit 1 
and 2 – a subject transfer will be enacted to General 
English or Essential English by the Learning Lead

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

The subject Literature focuses on the study of literary texts, developing students as independent, innovative 
and creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the aesthetic use of language, analyse perspectives 
and evidence and challenge ideas and interpretations through the analysis and creation of varied 
literary texts. 

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Introduction to Literary Studies  
•	 Introduction to Literary Theory 
•	 Ideas that change the world – Novels 

and Plays 
•	 Study of Dystopian and Science Fiction 

literature 

•	 Exam: Seen Literary Essay 
•	 Assignment: Interior Monologue 

UNIT 2 Intertextuality 
•	 Exploring Gothic Literature 

•	 Assignment: Short Story 
•	 Exam: Unseen Literary Essay

UNIT 3 TLiterature and Identity 
•	 Exploration of literature as a mirror to 

humanity 

•	 Exam: Seen Literary Essay 
•	 Assignment: Imaginative 

Oral 

UNIT 4 Independent Explorations of Literature •	 Assignment: Imaginative Written 
•	 External Exam 

PATHWAYS

Literature is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that 
lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Literature promotes open-
mindedness, imagination, critical awareness and intellectual flexibility — skills that prepare students 
for local and global citizenship and for lifelong learning across a wide range of contexts. 

http://here
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ESSENTIAL ENGLISH APPLIED CORE
PRE-REQUISITES Completion of Year 10 Essential English will be 

allocated to Year 11 Essential English 

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of Unit 
1 or 2 – communications will be sent to parents/
guardians for awareness.

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

The subject Essential English develops and refines students’ understanding of language, literature and 
literacy to enable them to interact confidently and effectively with others in everyday, community and 
social contexts. The subject encourages students to recognise language and texts as relevant in their lives 
now and in the future and enables them to understand, accept or challenge the values and attitudes in 
these texts. 

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Language that Works  
•	 Students engage with language and 

mediums suitable for the workplace 
(interviewing, resume writing and a range 
of workplace documents) 

•	 Exam: Common Internal 
Assessment 

•	 Oral Assignment: Job Interview 

UNIT 2 Texts and the Human Experience 
•	 A novel study looking at representations of 

the human experience in literary texts 

•	 Assignment: Prison Journal 
•	 Assignment: Multi-modal 

Oral 

UNIT 3 Language that Influences 
•	 Using language effectively and 

persuasively 

•	 Exam: Common Internal 
Assessment 

•	 Assignment: Persuasive 
Speech 

UNIT 4 Representations and Popular Culture •	 Assignment: Multi-modal 
Deconstruction Oral 

•	 Assignment: Interior 
Monologue 

PATHWAYS

Essential English develops and refines students’ understanding of language, literature and literacy 
to enable them to interact confidently and effectively with others in everyday, community and social 
contexts and prepare students for further education and employment. 

http://here
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS GENERAL CORE

PRE-REQUISITES 
Achieved a C or higher in Year 10 General 
Mathematics Achieved a B or higher in Year 9 
Essential Mathematics

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 and 2 – a subject transfer will be enacted to 
Essential Mathematics by the Learning Lead

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

General Mathematics is designed for students who want to extend their mathematical skills beyond Year 
10 but whose future studies or employment pathways do not require calculus. It incorporates a practical 
approach that equips learners for their needs as future citizens. They will experience the relevance of 
mathematics to their daily lives, communities and cultural backgrounds. They will develop the ability to 
understand, analyse and take action regarding social issues in their world.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Money, measurement, algebra and linear equations
•	 Consumer Arithmetic
•	 Shape and Measurement
•	 Similarity and Scale
•	 Algebra
•	 Linear Equations and their Graphs

•	 Problem Solving and 
Modelling Task

•	 Exam 

UNIT 2 Applications of linear equations and trigonometry, 
matrices and univariate data analysis
•	 Applications of linear equations and their graphs
•	 Applications of trigonometry
•	 Matrices
•	 Univariate data analysis 1
•	 Univariate data analysis 2

•	 Exam
•	 Internal Exam 

(Units 1 and 2)

UNIT 3 Bivariate data and time series analysis, sequences 
and Earth geometry
•	 Bivariate data analysis 1
•	 Bivariate data analysis 2
•	 Time series analysis
•	 Growth and decay in sequences
•	 Earth geometry and time zones

•	 Problem Solving 
and Modelling Task

•	 Exam

UNIT 4 Investing and networking
•	 Loans, investments, and annuities 1
•	 Loans, investments, and annuities 2
•	 Graphs and networks
•	 Networks and decision mathematics 1
•	 Networks and decision mathematics 2

•	 Exam
•	 External Exam (Unit 3 

and 4)

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS CONTINUED

PATHWAYS

General Mathematics is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond 
school that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in General 
Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of business, 
commerce, education, finance, IT, social science and the arts.
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MATHEMATICAL 
METHODS GENERAL CORE

PRE-REQUISITES 
Achieved a C or higher in Year 10 Mathematical 
Methods OR Achieved an A in Year 10 General 
Mathematics

CO REQUISITES English or Literature

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 and 2 – a subject transfer will be enacted to 
General Mathematics by the Learning Lead

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

The major domains of mathematics in Mathematical Methods are Algebra, Functions, relations and 
their graphs, Calculus and Statistics. Topics are developed systematically, with increasing levels of 
sophistication, complexity and connection. Calculus is essential for developing an understanding of the 
physical world. The domain Statistics is used to describe and analyse phenomena involving uncertainty 
and variation. Both are the basis for developing effective models of the world and solving complex 
and abstract mathematical problems. Students who undertake Mathematical Methods will see the 
connections between mathematics and other areas of the curriculum and apply their mathematical skills 
to real-world problems, becoming critical thinkers, innovators and problem-solvers.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Surds, algebra, functions and probability
•	 Surds and quadratic functions
•	 Binomial expansion and cubic functions
•	 Functions and relations
•	 Trigonometric functions
•	 Probability

•	 Exam
•	 Problem Solving and 

Modelling Task

UNIT 2 Calculus and further functions
•	 Exponential functions
•	 Logarithms and logarithmic functions
•	 Introduction to differential calculus
•	 Applications of differential calculus
•	 Further differentiation

•	 Exam
•	 Internal Exam             

(Unit 1and 2) 

UNIT 3 Further calculus and introduction to statistics
•	 Differentiation of exponential and logarithmic 

functions
•	 Differentiation of trigonometric functions and 

differentiation rules
•	 Further applications of differentiation
•	 Introduction to integration

•	 Problem Solving and 
Modelling Task

•	 Exam

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 4 Further calculus, trigonometry and statistics
•	 Further integration
•	 Trigonometry
•	 Continuous random variables and the normal 

distribution
•	 Sampling and proportions
•	 Interval estimates for proportions

•	 Exam
•	 External Exam                                                  

(Unit 3 and 4)

PATHWAYS

Mathematical Methods is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways 
beyond school that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in 
Mathematical Methods can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields 
of natural and physical sciences (especially physics and chemistry), mathematics and science 
education, medical and health sciences, engineering, computer science, psychology and business.

MATHEMATICAL METHODS CONTINUED
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ESSENTIAL 
MATHEMATICS APPLIED CORE

PRE-REQUISITES Completion of Year 10 Essential Mathematics will be 
allocated to Year 11 Essential Mathematics

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end 
of Unit 1 or 2 – communications will be sent to 
parents/guardians for awareness

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Communications will be sent to parents/guardians 
for awareness

The major domains of mathematics in Essential Mathematics are Number, Data, Location and Time, 
Measurement and Finance. Students develop their conceptual understanding when they undertake 
tasks that require them to connect mathematical concepts, operations and relations. They will learn 
to recognise definitions, rules and facts from everyday mathematics and data, and to calculate using 
appropriate mathematical processes.

Students will benefit from studies in Essential Mathematics because they will develop skills that go beyond 
the traditional ideas of numeracy. This is achieved through a greater emphasis on estimation, problem-
solving and reasoning, which develops students into thinking citizens who interpret and use mathematics 
to make informed predictions and decisions about personal and financial priorities. Students will see 
mathematics as applicable to their employability and lifestyles and develop leadership skills through self-
direction and productive engagement in their learning.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Number, data and money
•	 Number
•	 Representing data
•	 Managing money

•	 Problem Solving & 
Modelling Task

•	 Exam

UNIT 2 Data and travel
•	 Data collection
•	 Graphs
•	 Time and motion

•	 Problem Solving & 
Modelling Task

•	 Exam

UNIT 3 Measurement, scales & chance
•	 Measurement
•	 Scales, plans and models
•	 Probability and relative frequencies

•	 Problem Solving and 
Modelling Task

•	 Exam (Common Internal 
Assessment)

UNIT 4 Graphs, chance & loans
•	 Bivariate graphs
•	 Summarising and comparing data
•	 Loans and compound interest

•	 Problem Solving & 
Modelling Task

•	 Exam
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ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS CONTINUED

PATHWAYS

Essential Mathematics is an Applied subject suited to students who are interested in pathways 
beyond Year 12 that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in 
Essential Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of 
trade, industry, business and community services. Students will learn within a practical context related 
to general employment and successful participation in society, drawing on the mathematics used by 
various professional and industry groups.
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FIT FOR LIFE SCHOOL BASED CORE (Year 11)
PRE-REQUISITES Nil

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING Underperformance will be communicated to the parent/
guardian by the teacher.

Year 11 Fit for Life continues the aim of equipping students for life long physical activity, but it also 
introduces skills to enable students to thrive in their health and relationships beyond school, within new 
communities they become part of.

The course is divided into two distinct focuses:
•	 Skills and Competencies which includes a focus on personal safety skills (lifesaving and completion 

of a First Aid Certificate) + Coaching and a focus on exploring physical activities available in the 
community once they leave school.

•	 Wellness Unit – a non-assessable unit, focused on engaging students with learning experiences 
based on the PERMA+ Health Framework to develop personal and social skills that seek to optimise 
positive health and wellbeing at school and beyond.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

PHYSICAL 
UNIT

•	 Lifesaving
•	 First Aid Certificate 
•	 Coaching

•	 Observation of physical 
performance and 
practical assessment

•	 Planning and 
implementation of games 
and coaching session 
activities

•	 Engagement in lessons
WELLLBEING 
UNIT

•	 Elective Community Physical Activity and Sport 
•	 Nutrition – connecting through food

•	 Not Assessable

In 2026 we trialled the inclusion of Certificate II in Sports Coaching in the Fit for Life program.  If this pilot 
is successful, we will continue to offer this qualification as part of the Fit for Life program.
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ACCOUNTING GENERAL ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or higher in Year 10 English

CO REQUISITES English or Literature

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Accounting is a universal discipline, encompassing the successful management of financial resources of 
the public sector, businesses and individuals. It is foundational to all organisations across all industries 
and assists in discharging accountability and financial control. Accounting is a way of systematically 
organising, critically analysing and communicating financial data and information for decision-making. 
The overarching context for this syllabus is the real-world expectation that accounting provides real-time 
processing of transactions with a minimum of monthly and yearly reporting. Digital technologies are 
integral to accounting, enabling real-time access to vital financial information.

When students study this subject, they develop an understanding of the essential role accounting plays 
in the successful performance of any organisation. Students learn fundamental accounting concepts in 
order to develop an understanding of accrual accounting, managerial and accounting controls, internal 
and external financial statements, and ratio analysis. Students are then ready for more complex utilisation 
of knowledge, allowing them to synthesise financial and other information, evaluate accounting practices, 
solve authentic accounting problems and make and communicate recommendations.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Real-world Accounting
•	 Introduction to accounting concepts through the 

analysis of financial statements for companies.
•	 Double entry accounting principles are applied 

to record and process transactions for a sole 
trader business.

In Units 1 and 2 Students 
will complete formative 
assessments that model the 
types of assessment covered 
in Units 3 and 4

UNIT 2 Financial Reporting
•	 Accrual accounting principles and processes 

are applied to prepare financial statements.
•	 Ratio analysis is used to inform potential investors 

and business owners about the business.
•	 Implementation of internal controls in the 

accounting process.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 3 Managing Resources
•	 Double entry and accrual accounting principles 

are applied to record non-current assets in the 
life of the business.

•	 Cash budgets are produced using a spreadsheet 
and financial statements are produced to report 
on the financial management of a sole trader 
business.

In Units 3 and 4 Students 
complete four summative 
assessments: projects, 
combination examinations 
and the summative external 
examination

UNIT 4 Accounting – The Big Picture
•	 Students bring together the complete process 

of preparing fully classified financial statements 
for a sole trader business, and an analysis and 
evaluation of the Statement of Profit or Loss, 
Statement of Financial Position and Statement of 
Cash Flows

PATHWAYS

Accounting is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school 
that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Accounting can 
establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of accounting, business, 
management, banking, finance, law, economics and commerce.

ACCOUNTING CONTINUED
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ANCIENT HISTORY GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject is an Alternative Sequence subject

PRE-REQUISITES Nil (Year 10 Ancient/Modern History 
Recommended but not essential)

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Ancient History is concerned with studying people, societies and civilisations of the past, from the 
development of the earliest human communities to the end of the Middle Ages. Students explore the 
interaction of societies and the impact of individuals and groups on ancient events and ways of life, 
enriching their appreciation of humanity and the relevance of the ancient past. Ancient History highlights 
how the world has changed, as well as the significant legacies that exist into the present. A study of the 
past is invaluable in providing students with opportunities to explore their fascination with and curiosity 
about stories of the past and the mysteries of human behaviour. Ancient History enables inquiry-based 
learning, where students investigate the past by analysing and interpreting archaeological and written 
evidence. Historical skills form the learning and subject matter provides the context.

Learning in context enables the integration of historical concepts and understandings into four units of 
study. Throughout the course of study, students develop increasingly sophisticated skills and understandings 
of historical issues and problems by interrogating the surviving evidence of ancient sites, societies, 
individuals and significant historical periods. A course of study in Ancient History empowers students 
with multi-disciplinary skills in analysing textual and visual sources, constructing arguments, challenging 
assumptions and thinking both creatively and critically. Ancient History students become knowledge 
creators, productive and discerning users of technology and empathetic, open-minded global citizens.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1
ODD 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

Investigating the Ancient World
•	 Topic 1: Digging Up the Past (Archaeology) 

Topic 2: Warrior Societies (Sparta and Persia)

•	 IA1: Examination - Essay 
in Response to Historical 
Sources

•	 IA2: Investigation - 
Independent Source 
Investigation

UNIT 2
ODD 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

Personalities in their Time
•	 Topic 1: Alexander the Great
•	 Topic 2: Cleopatra VII

•	 IA3 – Investigation - 
Historical Essay based 
on Research

•	 EA/FIA4 – Examination 
- Short Response to 
Historical Sources

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 3
EVEN
NUMBERED 
YEARS

Reconstructing the Ancient World 
•	 Topic 1: Pompeii
•	 Topic 2: Athens 5thC BCE

•	 IA1: Examination - Essay 
in Response to Historical 
Sources

•	 IA2: Investigation - 
Independent Source 
Investigation

UNIT 4
EVEN 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

People Power and Authority
•	 Topic 1: Breakdown of the Roman Republic
•	 Topic 2: Julius Caesar

•	 IA3 – Investigation - 
Historical Essay based 
on Research

•	 EA/FIA4 – Examination 
- Short Response to 
Historical Sources

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Ancient History can establish a basis for further education in the fields of 
archaeology, history, education, psychology, sociology, law, business, economics, politics, 
journalism, the media, health and social sciences, writing, academia and research.

ANCIENT HISTORY CONTINUED
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BIOLOGY GENERAL ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or higher in Science Natural or a C or 

higher in General Mathematics

CO REQUISITES English or Literature, General Mathematics or 
above

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Biology provides opportunities for students to engage with living systems. Students develop their understanding 
of cells and multicellular organisms. They engage with the concept of maintaining the internal environment. They 
study biodiversity and the interconnectedness of life. This knowledge is linked with the concepts of heredity and 
the continuity of life.
Students learn and apply aspects of the knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking, experimentation, 
problem solving and research skills) to understand how it works and how it may impact society. They develop 
their sense of wonder and curiosity about life; respect for all living things and the environment; understanding of 
biological systems, concepts, theories and models; appreciation of how biological knowledge has developed 
over time and continues to develop; a sense of how biological knowledge influences society.
Students plan and carry out fieldwork, laboratory and other research investigations; interpret evidence; 
use sound, evidence-based arguments creatively and analytically when evaluating claims and applying 
biological knowledge; and communicate biological understanding, findings, arguments and conclusions 
using appropriate representations, modes and genres.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Cells and multicellular organisms
•	 Cells as the basis of life
•	 Multicellular organisms

In Units 1 and 2 students 
will complete four formative 
assessments that model the types 
of assessment covered in Units 
3 and 4

UNIT 2 Maintaining the internal environment
•	 Homeostasis
•	 Infectious diseases

UNIT 3 Biodiversity and the interconnectedness of life
•	 Describing biodiversity
•	 Ecosystem dynamics

In Units 3 and 4 students complete 
four summative assessments: 
Data test, Student Experiment, 
Research Investigation and the 
summative external assessment is an 
examination

UNIT 4 Heredity and continuity of life
•	 DNA, genes and the continuity of life
•	 Continuity of life on Earth

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Biology can establish a basis for further education in the fields of medicine, 
forensics, veterinary, food and marine sciences, agriculture, biotechnology, environmental 
rehabilitation, biosecurity, quarantine, conservation and sustainability.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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BUSINESS GENERAL ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or higher in Year 10 English

CO REQUISITES English or Literature

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Business is a contemporary discipline with representation in every aspect of society including individuals, 
community and government. Business, as a dynamic and evolving discipline, is responsive to environmental 
changes such as emerging technologies, globalisation, sustainability, resources, economy and society.

Through studying Business, students are challenged academically and exposed to authentic and real-
life practices. Students investigate the business life cycle from the seed to post-maturity stage and 
develop skills in examining business data and information. Students learn business concepts, theories, 
processes and strategies relevant to leadership, management and entrepreneurship. A range of business 
environments and situations are explored. Through this exploration, students investigate the influence on 
and implications for strategic development in the functional areas of finance, human resources, marketing 
and operations) units:

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Business creation
•	 Fundamental business concepts, strategies 

and processes relating to strategic 
planning, business environments, leadership, 
management, entrepreneurship, human 
resources, finance, marketing, operations and 
technology. Students investigate the creation 
of business ideas and the business life cycle 
before focusing on the challenges of the seed 
stage.

•	 In Units 1 and 2 Students 
will complete formative 
assessments that model 
the types of assessment 
covered in Units 3 and

UNIT 2 Business growth
•	 Establishment of a business, business start-up 

and growth stages of the business life cycle. 
Students explore leadership and management 
across key business functions. Strategies to 
establish a business and market entry are 
evaluated by investigating franchise case study 
and a business entering markets case study.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 3 Business diversification
•	 Students will explore strategies and practices 

used by businesses in the maturity stage of 
the business life cycle. Students investigate 
diversification strategies, with a specific 
focus on expansion into global markets, and 
emerging strategies providing a competitive 
advantage.

•	 In Units 3 and 4 Students 
complete four summative 
assessments: combination 
response examination, 
business and feasibility 
reports and the summative 
external examination

UNIT 4 Business evolution
•	 Post-Maturity of a Business. Students explore 

what leadership and management is required 
when repositioning or transforming a business 
using financial, human resources, marketing 
and operations management strategies. 
A variety of analytical tools will be used 
to analyse and interpret repositioning and 
transformation of a business.

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Business can establish a basis for further education in the fields of business 
management, business development, entrepreneurship, business analytics, economics, business 
law, accounting and finance, international business, marketing, human resources management and 
business information systems.
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BUSINESS STUDIES APPLIED ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject
PRE-REQUISITES Nil 

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Business Studies provides opportunities for students to develop practical business knowledge, 
understanding and skills for use, participation and work in a range of business contexts. It focuses 
on business essential and communication skills delivered through business contexts. Students explore 
business principles and develop business practices to produce solutions to real-life situations and 
business simulations. The business functions studied include working in administration, finance, customers, 
marketing, events and entrepreneurship. Students will complete four (4) out of the following six (6) units:

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Unit A: Woking in administration
•	 Cells as the basis of life
•	 Multicellular organisms

•	 Project – Business administration
•	 Extended response 
•	 – Staff administration

UNIT 2 Unit B: Working in finance
•	 Knowledge and skills needed to support 

the financial functions of a business.

•	 Extended response 
        – Financial issues
•	 Project – Financial records

UNIT 3 Unit C: Working with customers
•	 Customer service requirements and 

focus on investigating the meaning and 
importance of customer relationships 
in building customer loyalty and 
increasing sales.

•	 Extended response                              
– Customer service

•	 Project – Customer relationships

UNIT 4 Unit D: Working in marketing
•	 Marketing strategies and approaches 

to increase business sales of its products 
and/or services.

•	 Investigation – Marketing an 
existing product or service

•	 Project – Marketing a new product 
or service

UNIT 5 Unit E: Working in events
•	 Fundamentals of events administration,               

including a range of event types, 
project management and event 
stakeholders.

•	 Investigation – Event planning
•	 Project – Event management

UNIT 6 Unit F: Entrepreneurship
•	 Entrepreneurial principles and the 

nature of entrepreneurship and 
innovation.

•	 Investigation – Entrepreneurship 
idea

•	 Project – The pitch

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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BUSINESS STUDIES CONTINUED

PATHWAYS

Business Studies can lead to pathways in education and employment in office administration, 
data entry, retail, sales, reception, small business, finance administration, public relations, events 
administration and marketing.
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CHEMISTRY GENERAL ELECTIVE

PRE-REQUISITES 
Achieved a C or higher in Science Physical
Achieved a C or higher in Mathematical Methods or 
a B in General Mathematics

CO REQUISITES General Mathematics or above

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Chemistry is the study of materials, their properties, structure and synthesis. In Year 11, the fundamentals of 
Chemistry are studied: atomic structure, energy and rates of reactions and the properties of gases and aqueous 
solutions. This provides the basis for the Year 12 units that cover more complex concepts such as: equilibrium 
systems, oxidation and reduction reactions, organic chemistry and chemical analysis and synthesis.
Students learn and apply aspects of the chemical knowledge and skills such as cognitive recognition, 
experimentation, problem-solving and research techniques to understand how it works and how it may impact 
society.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Chemical fundamentals - structure, properties 
and reactions
•	 Properties and structure of atoms
•	 Properties and structure of materials
•	 Chemical reactions — reactants, products 

and energy change

In Units 1 and 2 students 
will complete four formative 
assessment pieces that model the 
types of assessment covered in 
Units 3 and 4

UNIT 2 Molecular interactions and reactions
•	 Intermolecular forces and gases
•	 Aqueous solutions and acidity
•	 Rates of chemical reactions

UNIT 3 Equilibrium, acids and redox reactions
•	 Chemical equilibrium systems
•	 Oxidation and reduction

In Units 3 and 4 students complete 
four summative assessments: 
Data Test, Student Experiment, 
Research Investigation and the 
summative external assessment is an 
Examination

UNIT 4 Structure, synthesis and design
•	 Properties and structure of organic materials
•	 Chemical synthesis and design

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Chemistry can establish a basis for further education in the fields of forensic 
science, environmental science, engineering, medicine, paramedics, nursing, pharmacy and sports 
science.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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DANCE GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject
PRE-REQUISITES Nil 

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

GRACE SUBJECT VIDEO Visit the Grace Subject Video by clicking here

Dance fosters creative and expressive communication. It uses the body as an instrument for expression 
and communication of ideas.	 It provides opportunities for students to critically examine and reflect on 
their world through higher order thinking and movement. Dance encourages the holistic development of 
a person, providing a way of knowing about oneself, others and the world.

Students study dance in various genres and styles, embracing a variety of cultural, societal and historical 
viewpoints integrating new technologies in all facets of the subject. Historical, current and emerging 
dance practices, works and artists are explored in global contexts and Australian contexts, including 
the dance of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Students learn about dance as it is 
now and explore its origins across time and cultures. Students apply critical thinking and literacy skills to 
create, demonstrate, express and reflect on meaning made through movement. Exploring dance through 
the lens of making and responding, students learn to pose and solve problems, and work independently 
and collaboratively. They develop aesthetic and kinaesthetic intelligence, and personal and social skills.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Moving Bodies
•	 Students explore how dance communicates meaning 

for different purposes and in different contexts. The 
students will consider the meaning, purpose and 
context as well as the historical and cultural origins 
of Contemporary, Jazz, Hip Hop, Funk and Musical 
Theatre genres.

•	 Performance
•	 Choreography

UNIT 2 Moving Through Environments
•	 Students consider how the integration of the 

environment shapes dance to communicate meaning. 
Physical dance environments such as site-specific 
dance and virtual dance environments such as the 
camera and digital platforms will be explored within 
the context of Contemporary and Post-Modern 
genres.

•	 Project
•	 Responding Exam

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
https://vimeo.com/1092634915/469bed8193?share=copy
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UNIT 3 Moving Statements
•	 Students consider how dance is influenced by and 

used to communicate social, political, and cultural 
viewpoints. Contemporary and at least one other 
genre will be considered.

•	 Performance
•	 Choreography

UNIT 4 Moving My Way
•	 Students will answer the question “how does dance 

communicate meaning for me” by considering 
personal viewpoints and their influences on genre. 
Students will develop a personal movement style that 
will incorporate the fusion of two or more movement 
styles.

•	 Project
•	 External Exam

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Dance can establish a basis for further education in the field of dance, and 
to broader areas in creative industries and cultural institutions, including arts administration and 
management, communication, education, public relations, research, and science and technology. 
Dance builds the 21st century skill of creativity, which is required in almost all employment and career 
pathways.

DANCE CONTINUED
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DESIGN GENERAL ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Nil 

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

This Design subject focuses on the application of design thinking to envisage creative products, services and the 
environments in response to human needs, wants and opportunities. Designing is a complex and sophisticated 
form of problem solving that uses divergent and convergent thinking strategies that can be practiced and 
improved. Designers are separated from the constraints of production processes to allow them to appreciate 
and exploit new innovative ideas.

This subject has been designed to extend concepts commenced in Middle School Design, further developing 
skills and techniques for real world application in design. Design is a critical part of solving some of the major 
issues facing our planet in the 21st century through innovative and visionary thinking.
•	 Develop the fundamentals of graphical communication
•	 Promote literacy in the language of Design
•	 Foster the ability to produce drawings of real articles
•	 Equip students with problem solving skills

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Design in Practice
•	 Students will be introduced to design in practice 

through the experience of applying a design 
process.

Student assessment will 
consist of internal and 
external exams -
design challenges and 2 
projectsUNIT 2 Commercial Design

•	 Students will learn about and experience 
designing in the context of commercial design, 
considering the role of the client and the influence of 
economic, social and cultural issues. They will use a 
collaborative design approach.

UNIT 3 Human Centred Design 
•	 Students will learn about and experience designing 

in the context of human-centred design. They will use 
design with empathy as an approach as they design 
for the needs and wants of an identified person or 
group.

UNIT 4 Sustainable Design
•	 Students will learn about and experience designing 

in the context of sustainable design. They will use a 
redesigning approach to design for an opportunity.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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DESIGN CONTINUED

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Design can establish a basis for further education in the fields of architecture, 
digital media design, fashion design, graphic design, industrial design, interior design and landscape 
architecture.
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DIGITAL SOLUTIONS GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or higher in Year 10 General 
Mathematics 

CO REQUISITES General Mathematics or Mathematical Methods

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

In Digital Solutions, students learn about algorithms, computer languages and user interfaces through 
generating digital solutions to problems. Digital Solutions prepares students for a range of careers in a 
variety of digital contexts. It develops thinking skills that are relevant for digital and non-digital real-world 
challenges. It prepares them to be successful in a wide range of careers and provides them with skills to 
engage in and improve the society in which we work and play.

Digital Solutions develops the 21st century skills of critical and creative thinking, communication, 
collaboration and teamwork. They engage with data, information and applications to create digital 
solutions that filter and present data in timely and efficient ways while understanding the need to encrypt 
and protect data.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Creating with Code
•	 Students will explore the creative and technical 

aspects of developing interactive digital solutions.
•	 They investigate algorithms, programming features 

and useability principles to generate small 
interactive solutions using programming tools and 
gain a practical understanding of programming 
features.

In Units 1 and 2 Students 
will complete formative 
assessment that model 
the types of assessment 
covered in Unit 3 and 4

UNIT 2 Applications and Data Solutions
•	 Students are required to engage with and learn 

subject matter using the various phases of the 
problem-solving process.

•	 Students will optimise a given database and use 
programming skills acquired in Unit 1 to generate a 
solution that interacts with an existing database via 
structured query language (SQL).

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects


48  |  YEAR 11 & 12  CURRICULUM GUIDE

UNIT 3 Digital Innovation
•	 Students are required to engage with and learn 

subject matter using the various phases of the 
problem-solving process.

•	 Students analyse end-user needs, and use 
the knowledge and skills of problem-solving, 
computational, design and systems thinking.

•	 In Units 3 and 4 
Students complete 
four summative 
assessments: technical 
proposal, projects 
responding to stimulus 
and the summative 
external examinationUNIT 4 Digital Impacts

•	 Students are required to engage with and learn 
subject matter using the various phases of the 
problem-solving process.

•	 Students analyse end-user needs, and use 
the knowledge and skills of problem-solving, 
computational, design and systems thinking.

PATHWAYS

Digital Solutions develops the 21st century skills of critical and creative thinking, communication, 
collaboration and teamwork, personal and social skills, and information and communication 
technologies (ICT) skills that are critical to students’ success in further education and life.

DIGITAL SOLUTIONS CONTINUED
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DRAMA GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject
PRE-REQUISITES Nil 

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Drama fosters creative and expressive communication. It interrogates the human experience by 
investigating, communicating and embodying stories, experiences, emotions and ideas that reflect the 
human experience. Drama engages students in imaginative meaning-making processes and involves 
them using a range of artistic skills as they make and respond to dramatic works.

Students experience, reflect on, understand, communicate, collaborate and appreciate different 
perspectives of themselves, others and the world in which they live. They learn about the dramatic 
languages and how these contribute to the creation, interpretation and critique of dramatic action and 
meaning for a range of purposes. They study a range of forms, styles and their conventions in a variety 
of inherited traditions, current practice and emerging trends, including those from different cultures and 
contexts.

Students learn how to engage with dramatic works as both artists and audience through the use of critical 
literacies. The study of drama develops students’ knowledge, skills and understanding in the making 
of and responding to dramatic works to help them realise their creative and expressive potential as 
individuals. Students learn to pose and solve problems and work independently and collaboratively.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Share: How drama promotes shared understanding of 
the human experience
•	 Students will consider how drama promotes shared 

understandings of the human experience through 
studying and cultural inheritances of storytelling, 
oral history, and emerging practices. Their study will 
include a range of linear and non-linear forms.

•	 Performance
•	 Dramatic Concept

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 2 Reflect: How drama is shaped to reflect lived 
experience
•	 Students study the associated conventions of Realism 

(including Magical Realism) and Australian Gothic 
texts to consider how drama is shaped to reflect lived 
experience.

•	 Practice Led Project
•	 Examination

UNIT 3 Challenge: How drama can be used to challenge our 
understanding of humanity
•	 Using the genres of Theatre of Social Comment 

including Theatre of the Absurd and Epic Theatre, 
students will consider how we can use drama to 
challenge our understanding of humanity.

•	 Performance
•	 Dramatic Concept

UNIT 4 Transform: How dramatic practice can be transformed
•	 Using inherited texts as stimulus and contemporary 

performance conventions students will explore how 
you can transform dramatic practice.

•	 Practice Led Project
•	 Examination

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Drama can establish a basis for further education in the field of drama and to 
broader areas in creative industries and cultural institutions. Diverse pathways may include fields such 
as psychology, social work, counselling, law, journalism, and human relations.

DRAMA CONTINUED
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ECONOMICS GENERAL ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Nil (Year 10 Economics recommended, but not 

essential)

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Economics encourages students to think deeply about the global challenges facing individuals, business 
and government, including how to allocate and distribute scarce resources to maximise well-being. 
Economics is the invigorating study of the efficient use of resources. It includes studies of financial planning, 
wealth creation, philanthropy and investment analysis all of which are relevant to people throughout their 
lives. Case studies of successful and influential people, businesses, industries and countries are used 
throughout the course.

Students develop knowledge and cognitive skills to comprehend, apply analytical processes and use 
economic knowledge. They examine data and information to determine validity and consider economic 
policies from various perspectives. They use economic models and analytical tools to investigate and 
evaluate outcomes to draw conclusions. Students study opportunity costs, economic models and the 
market forces of demand and supply. They dissect and interpret the complex nature of international 
economic relationships and the dynamics of Australia’s place in the global economy. They develop 
intellectual flexibility, digital literacy and economic thinking skills.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Markets and Models
•	 Topic 1: The Basic Economic Problem
•	 Topic 2: Economic Flows
•	 Topic 3: Market Forces

•	 In Units 1 and 2 
Students will complete 
formative assessments 
that model the types of 
assessment covered in 
Units 3 and 4

UNIT 2 Modified Markets
•	 Topic 1: Markets and Efficiency
•	 Topic 2: Case Options of Market Measures and 

Strategies
UNIT 3 International Economics

•	 Topic 1: International Trade
•	 Topic 2: Global Economic Issues

•	 In Units 3 and 4 
Students complete four 
summative assessments: 
combination and 
extended response 
examination, 
investigation report and 
the summative external 
examination

UNIT 4 Contemporary Macroeconomics
•	 Topic 1: Macroeconomic objectives and theory
•	 Topic 2: Economic Indicators and Past Budget 

Stances
•	 Topic 3: Economic Management

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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PATHWAYS

A course of study in Economics can establish a basis for further education in the fields of economics, 
econometrics, management, data analytics, business, accounting, finance, actuarial science, law 
and political science. Economics is an excellent complement for students who want to solve real-
world science or environmental problems and participate in government policy debates.

ECONOMICS CONTINUED
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ENGINEERING GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

PRE-REQUISITES 
Achieved a C in Science Physical
Achieved a C in Mathematical Methods or an A in 
General Mathematics 

CO REQUISITES General Mathematics or above

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Engineering provides students with opportunities to experience, first-hand and in a practical way, the 
dynamic work of real-world engineers. Students learn transferable 21st century skills that support their 
life aspirations including critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, collaboration and teamwork, 
personal and social skills and information and communication technologies skills. The study of Engineering 
inspires students to become adaptable and resilient. They appreciate the engineer’s ability to confidently 
and purposefully generate solutions that improve the quality of people’s lives in an increasingly complex 
/dynamic technological world.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Engineering fundamentals and Society
•	 Engineering history
•	 The problem-solving process in Engineering
•	 Engineering communication
•	 Introduction to engineering mechanics
•	 Introduction to engineering materials

•	 In Units 1 and 2 
students will complete 
four formative 
assessments that model 
the types of assessment 
covered in Units 3 
and 4UNIT 2 Emerging technologies

•	 Emerging needs
•	 Emerging processes and machinery
•	 Emerging materials
•	 Exploring autonomy

UNIT 3 Statics of structures and environmental considerations
•	 Application of the problem-solving process in 

Engineering
•	 Civil structures and the Environment
•	 Civil structures, materials and forces

•	 In Unit 3 students 
complete two 
summative assessments: 
Engineered Solution 
and an internal 
Examination

UNIT 4 Machines and mechanisms
•	 Machines in society
•	 Materials
•	 Machine control

•	 In Unit 4 students 
complete two 
summative assessments: 
Engineered Solution 
and an external 
Examination

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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ENGINEERING CONTINUED

PATHWAYS

Engineering is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school 
that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Engineering can 
establish a basis for further education in the field of engineering, including, but not limited to, civil, 
mechanical, mechatronic, electrical, aerospace, mining, process, chemical, marine, biomedical, 
telecommunications, environmental, micro-nano and systems. The study of engineering will also 
benefit students wishing to pursue post-school tertiary pathways that lead to careers in architecture, 
project management, aviation, surveying and spatial sciences.
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ENGLISH & LITERATURE
EXTENSION GENERAL ELECTIVE

This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject
This course is offered “off-timetable” with tutorials being conducted once a week after school

PRE-REQUISITES 
Completed Units 1 and 2 of either English or 
Literature and achieved a B+ or higher and at least 
19/25 for FIA1

CO REQUISITES Unit 3 and 4 English or Literature

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

English & Literature Extension is an extension of both the English and Literature syllabuses and should be 
read in conjunction with those syllabuses.

By offering students the opportunity to specialise in the theorised study of literature, English & Literature 
Extension provides students with ways they might understand themselves and the potential that literature 
has to expand the scope of their experiences. The subject assists students to ask critical questions about 
cultural assumptions, implicit values and differing world views encountered in an exploration of social, 
cultural and textual understandings about literary texts and the ways they might be interpreted and valued.

In English & Literature Extension, students apply different theoretical approaches to analyse and evaluate 
a variety of literary texts and different ways readers might interpret these texts. They synthesise different 
interpretations and relevant theoretical approaches to produce written and spoken/signed extended 
analytical and evaluative texts.

The nature of the learning in this subject provides opportunities for students to work independently on 
intellectually challenging tasks.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 3 Ways of Reading •	 Extended Response 1
•	 Extended Response 2

UNIT 4 Exploration and Evaluation •	 Extended Response – Research Paper
•	 External Examination

PATHWAYS

A course of study in English & Literature Extension can establish a basis for further education and 
employment in a range of fields and can lead to a range of careers in areas where understanding 
social, cultural and textual influences on ways of viewing the world is a key element, such as law, 
journalism, media, arts, curating, education, policy and human resources.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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FASHION APPLIED ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject
PRE-REQUISITES Nil

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

In Fashion, students use their imaginations to create, innovate and express themselves and their ideas, 
and to design and produce design solutions in a range of fashion and textile contexts. Students learn 
to appreciate the design aesthetics of others while developing their own personal style and aesthetic.

Students engage in a design process to plan, generate and produce fashion and textile items. They 
investigate textiles and materials and their characteristics and how these qualities impact on their end use. 
They experiment with combining textiles and materials and how to make and justify aesthetic choices. 
They investigate fashion merchandising and marketing, the visual literacies of fashion and become 
discerning consumers of fashion while appraising and critiquing fashion items and trends as well as 
their own products. Four units out of the six listed below will be studied during the two year course at the 
discretion of the teacher.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Historical Fashion Influences
•	 In this unit, students explore the fashion industry 

through the context of historical fashion influences. 
They interpret briefs to produce fashion products, 
using practices, skills and processes to an industry 
standard.

•	 Student assessment 
will consist of design 
challenges and 
practical projects

UNIT 2 Designers
•	 In this unit, students explore the fashion industry 

through the context of fashion designers. They 
interpret briefs to produce fashion products, using 
practices, skills and processes to an industry 
standard.

UNIT 3 Adornment
•	 In this unit, students explore the fashion industry 

through the context of adornment. They interpret 
briefs to produce fashion products, using practices, 
skills and processes to an industry standard. Students 
evaluate and adapt production plans, techniques 
and procedures with the knowledge that the quality 
of products depends on customer expectations of 
value, which affects industry processes.
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        YEAR 11 & 12  CURRICULUM GUIDE  |  57

UNIT 4 Collections
•	 In this unit, students explore the fashion industry 

through the context of collections. They interpret 
briefs to produce fashion products, using practices, 
skills and processes to an industry standard. Students 
evaluate and adapt production plans, techniques 
and procedures with the knowledge that the quality 
of products depends on customer expectations of 
value, which affects industry processes.
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FILM, TELEVISION AND
NEW MEDIA GENERAL ELECTIVE

This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or higher in Year 10 English

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

GRACE SUBJECT VIDEO Visit the Grace Subject Video by clicking here

Film, Television & New Media offers students the opportunity to develop the 21st Century skills of critical 
and creative thinking, communication, collaboration, planning and digital capabilities through the 
exploration of five key concepts. The concepts of technologies, representations, audiences, institutions 
underpin the two strands of Making and Responding. Students will creatively apply concepts to 
individually and collaboratively make moving-image media products and will investigate and respond 
to moving-image media content and production contexts. Film, Television & New Media will equip 
students for a future of unimagined possibilities with highly transferable skills.

Film, television and new media are our primary sources of information and entertainment and are important 
channels for educational and cultural exchange. Moving-image media enable us to understand and 
express ourselves and engage meaningfully in local and global participatory media cultures. Through 
making and responding to moving-image media products, students will develop a respect for diverse 
perspectives and a critical awareness of moving-image media in a diverse range of global contexts.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Foundations
•	 Film History, Film Industry Institutions, 

Technical and Symbolic Codes and 
Conventions of Film, Auteur Theory, 
Research Skills

•	 Case Study Investigation
•	 Auteur Film Project

UNIT 2 Stories
•	 Representation in Genre, Audience 

Response and Expectations, Australian 
Cinema and Australian Representations on 
Screen

•	 Genre Project
•	 Stimulus Response Exam

UNIT 3 Participation
•	 Documentary Filmmaking, Transmedia 

Storytelling, Interactive Journalism, Virtual 
Reality Gaming

•	 Case Study Investigation
•	 Multiplatform Project 

(Treatment, Production)

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 4 Artistry
•	 Surrealism, experimental cinema, world 

cinema, film movements and cultural identity

•	 Stylistic Project (Statement of 
Intent, Storyboard or Script, 
Production)

•	 Stimulus Response Exam

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Film, Television & New Media can establish a basis for further education in 
creative and digital fields that are experiencing unprecedented growth, such as Film and Television 
Production, Marketing, Journalism Web Design, App Design, Animation, Online Publishing and 
Game Design.
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FOOD & NUTRITION GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject
PRE-REQUISITES Nil

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Food & Nutrition is the study of food in the context of food science, nutrition and food technologies, 
considering overarching concepts of waste management, sustainability and food protection. Students 
explore the chemical and functional properties of nutrients to create food solutions that maintain the 
beneficial nutritive values. This knowledge is fundamental for continued development of a safe and 
sustainable food system that can produce high quality, nutritious solutions with an extended shelf life. 
Their studies of the food system include the sectors of production, processing, distribution, consumption, 
research and development. Students actively engage in a food and nutrition problem-solving process 
to create food solutions that contribute positively to preferred personal, social, ethical, economic, 
environmental, legal, sustainable and technological futures.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Food science of vitamins, minerals & protein
•	 Introduction to the food system
•	 Vitamins and minerals
•	 Protein
•	 Developing food solutions

•	 Project - folio

UNIT 2 Food drivers and emerging trends
•	 Consumer food drivers
•	 Sensory profiling
•	 Labelling and food safety
•	 Food formulation for consumer markets

•	 Examination

UNIT 3 Food science of carbohydrate and fat
•	 The food system
•	 Carbohydrate
•	 Fat
•	 Developing food solutions

•	 Project - folio

UNIT 4 Food solution development for nutrition 
consumer markets
•	 Formulation and reformulation for nutrition 

consumer markets
•	 Food development process

•	 Examination

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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PATHWAYS

A course of study in Food & Nutrition can establish a basis for further education in the fields of 
science, technology, engineering and health.
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GEOGRAPHY GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

PRE-REQUISITES Nil (Year 10 Geography recommended but not 
essential)

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Geography presents a dynamic, contemporary and engaging approach to learning about the world of 
today, and to understanding the forces that will shape the interconnected, globalised world of the 21st 
Century. A study of Geography provides employment opportunities in the following industries: tourism/
travel, disaster management, civil engineering, meteorology, earth sciences, architecture, urban/town 
planning, immigration control, politics and law. A key part of Geography is field work. Students will go 
into the field to collect primary data using a variety of modern tools (including drones) which forms the 
main source of information for their investigations.

Geography explores how and why places have their particular environmental and human characteristics, 
and how and why our world is changing. Importantly, this course uses an inquiry approach to equip 
students to analyse and evaluate to what extent these changes are just and sustainable. Geography 
has a unique role to play. Geography examines the major issues affecting our way of life e.g. climate 
change, immigration, trade, urbanisation and global inequity.

** “Field Study Camp” Students studying Unit 3: Responding to Landcover Transformations at the start of 
2028 (Year 11 or 12) will travel to Stradbroke Island, or alternative available location, for a short field 
study camp in which the primary data gathered is used for FIA2/IA2 Field Study Report.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1
ODD 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

Planning Sustainable Places
•	 Topic 1: Managing Challenges Facing 

a Megacity Topic 2: Responding to 
Challenges Facing a Place in Australia

•	 Examination – Combination 
Response

•	 Investigation – Field Report

UNIT 2
ODD 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

Responding to Risk and Vulnerability in 
Hazard Zones
•	 Topic 1: Ecological Hazard Zones
•	 Topic 2: Natural Hazard Zones

•	 Investigation – Data Report
•	 Examination – Combination 

Response

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 3
EVEN 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

Responding to Land Cover Transformations**
•	 Topic 1: Land Cover Transformations and 

Climate Change (Covered in Term 4, Year 
10 Geography)

•	 Topic 2: Responding to Local Land Cover 
Transformations

•	 Examination – Combination 
Response

•	 Investigation – Field Report

UNIT 4 
EVEN 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

Managing Population Change
•	 Topic 1: Population Changes in Australia
•	 Topic 2: Global Population Change

•	 Investigation – Data Report
•	 Examination – Combination 

Response

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Geography can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 
fields of urban and environmental design, planning and management; biological and environmental 
science; conservation and land management; emergency response, hazard management; 
oceanography, surveying, global security, economics, business, law, engineering, architecture and 
information technology.
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GERMAN GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C in Year 10 German

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

German provides students with the opportunity to negotiate meaning and experiences across cultures 
and languages. Students participate in a range of interactions in which they exchange meaning, develop 
intercultural understanding and construct written, spoken and visual texts. Studying German enables 
students to understand the purpose and nature of language and to gain understanding of linguistic 
structures. They acquire language to communicate in a range of contexts for a variety of purposes. 
Students analyse a range of different text types; reorganise their thinking to accommodate other linguistic 
and intercultural knowledge; and create texts for a range of purposes, audiences and contexts. Students 
have the opportunity to join the Biennial German Study Tour to Germany and to host a German Exchange 
Student to improve their language skills as part of an immersion program.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 My World
•	 Family/carers
•	 Peers
•	 Education

•	 Short Response Exam

UNIT 2 Exploring Our World
•	 Travel & exploration
•	 Social customs
•	 German influences around the world

•	 Extended Response Exam 
- Written Exam & Speaking 
Conversation Exam

•	 Pre-Recorded Multimodal 
Presentation and Interview

UNIT 3 Our Society Culture & Identity
•	 Lifestyles & leisure
•	 The arts, entertainment & sports
•	 Groups in society

•	 Short Response Exam
•	 Extended Response Exam 

- Written Exam & Speaking 
Conversation Exam

UNIT 4 My Present; My Future
•	 The present
•	 Future choices

•	 Pre-Recorded Multimodal 
Presentation and Interview 

•	 External Assessment

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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PATHWAYS

A course of study in Geography can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 
fields of urban and environmental design, planning and management; biological and environmental 
science; conservation and land management; emergency response, hazard management; 
oceanography, surveying, global security, economics, business, law, engineering, architecture and 
information technology.
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HEALTH GENERAL ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Nil

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Health teaches students how different factors influence lifelong wellbeing using a strengths-based, 
inquiry approach. Drawing on multiple sciences, students investigate and promote health at personal, 
family and community levels. The course focuses on salutogenesis—understanding what supports health 
rather than causes illness. Students explore a range of topics and develop practical skills to identify health 
issues, apply frameworks, create and evaluate strategies, and take action to improve health.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Resilience as a personal health resource: 
Resilience
•	 Students are introduced to the broad 

concept of health, with a particular focus on 
resilience as a key personal resource. Using 
the health inquiry model, they will explore 
how resilience supports mental health and 
enhances overall wellbeing. Students will 
design and evaluate a personal action plan 
aimed at strengthening their resilience and 
improving their general health outcomes.

•	 Action Research Project
•	 Exam

UNIT 2 Peers and family as resources for healthy 
living (Body Image)
•	 Students will explore how social 

determinants shape health choices, 
particularly those related to body image. 
They will apply health theories to analyse 
key influences on younger peers and 
collaboratively design and implement a 
strategy to promote positive body image. 
Using data, students will evaluate its 
effectiveness in improving wellbeing while 
developing analytical, communication, and 
project management skills relevant to the 
health sector.

•	 Action Research Project
•	 Exam

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 3 Community as a resource for healthy living 
(Transport safety)
•	 Transport safety is a critical issue for young 

people, who face the highest risk of crashes 
and road fatalities, particularly within the 
first 6–12 months of solo driving. Students 
will analyse factors influencing transport 
safety and design, implement, and evaluate 
a community action strategy to encourage 
safer behaviours among their peers.

•	 Action Research Project
•	 Exam

UNIT 4 Respectful relationships in the post-schooling 
transition
•	 Students will investigate the factors that 

contribute to respectful relationships and 
their impact on health and wellbeing. They 
will use this knowledge to evaluate existing 
programs designed to support young 
people. In the external exam, students will 
apply their understanding to a new context, 
critiquing and making recommendations to 
strengthen respectful relationships during the 
transition to adulthood.

•	 Action Research Project
•	 Exam

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Geography can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 
fields of urban and environmental design, planning and management; biological and environmental 
science; conservation and land management; emergency response, hazard management; 
oceanography, surveying, global security, economics, business, law, engineering, architecture and 
information technology.
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HOSPITALITY
PRACTICES APPLIED ELECTIVE

PRE-REQUISITES Nil

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

The Hospitality Practices course emphasises the food and beverage sector, which includes food and 
beverage production and service. Through this focus, students develop an understanding of hospitality 
and the structure, scope and operation of related activities in the food and beverage sector.

The Hospitality Practices syllabus emphasises the food and beverage sector, which includes food and 
beverage production and service. The subject includes the study of industry practices and production 
processes through real world related application in the hospitality industry context. Production processes 
combine the production skills and procedures required to implement hospitality events. Students engage 
in applied learning to recognise, apply and demonstrate knowledge and skills in units that meet local 
needs, available resources and teacher expertise. Through both individual and collaborative learning 
experiences, students learn to perform production and service skills, and meet customer expectations of 
quality in event contexts.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Bar and Barista Basics •	 Practical demonstration
•	 Project

UNIT 2 Casual Dining •	 Practical demonstration
•	 Project

UNIT 3 Formal Dining •	 Practical demonstration
•	 Project

UNIT 4 Culinary Trends •	 Practical demonstration
•	 Project

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Hospitality Practices can establish a basis for further education and employment 
in the hospitality sectors of food and beverage, catering, accommodation and entertainment. 
Students could pursue further studies in hospitality, hotel, event and tourism or business management, 
which allows for specialisation.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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INDUSTRIAL 
GRAPHIC SKILLS APPLIED ELECTIVE

PRE-REQUISITES Nil

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

The Industrial Graphics Skills subject focuses on the underpinning industry practices and drafting 
processes required to produce the technical drawings used in a variety of industries, including building 
and construction, engineering and furnishing. By doing drafting and modelling tasks, students develop 
transferable skills relevant to a range of industry-based electives and future employment opportunities. 
They understand industry practices, interpret technical drawings, demonstrate and apply safe practical 
modelling procedures with tools and materials, communicate using oral and written modes, organise 
and produce technical drawings and evaluate drawings using specifications.

Drafting tasks in Industrial Graphics Skills are defined as industry-related learning experiences through 
which students may demonstrate Knowing and understanding, Analysing and applying as well as 
Producing and evaluating. Drafting tasks range from skill exercises focused on specific drawing 
procedures to the combination of ‘Industry practices’ and ‘Drafting processes’ needed to produce 
completed functional working drawings.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Computer Aided Drafting
•	 This module introduces students to the 

industry practices and drafting processes 
of drafters, who use drawing skills and 
procedures to create technical drawings

•	 Practical demonstration
•	 Project

UNIT 2 Graphics for the Construction Industry
•	 This module introduces students to the 

industry practices associated with drafters, 
who work in teams using drafting skills and 
procedures to create technical drawings for 
the construction industry

•	 Practical demonstration
•	 Project

UNIT 3 Drafting for Residential Building
•	 This module builds on prior learning of 

industry practices and drafting processes 
used in the creation of technical drawings 
for the manufacturing industry. The building 
and construction industry contributes 
significantly to the Australian economy.

•	 Practical demonstration
•	 Project

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 4 Graphics for the Furnishing Industry
•	 This module builds on prior learning 

of industry practices and drafting 
processes used in the creation 
of technical drawings for the 
manufacturing and furnishing industry

•	 Practical demonstration
•	 Project

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Industrial Graphics Skills can establish a basis for further education and 
employment in a range of roles and trades in the manufacturing industries. With additional training 
and experience, potential employment opportunities may be found in drafting roles such as 
architectural drafter, estimator, mechanical drafter, electrical drafter, structural drafter, civil drafter, and 
survey drafter.

INDUSTRIAL GRAPHICS CONTINUED
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JAPANESE GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as a Concurrent Delivery subject
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C in Year 10 Japanese

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Japanese provides students with the opportunity to reflect on their understanding of the Japanese language 
and the communities that use it, while also assisting in the effective negotiation of experiences and meaning 
across cultures and languages. Students participate in a range of interactions in which they exchange 
meaning, develop intercultural understanding and become active participants in understanding and 
constructing written, spoken and visual texts.

Students communicate with people from Japanese-speaking communities to understand the purpose and 
nature of language and to gain understanding of linguistic structures. They acquire language in social and 
cultural settings and communicate across a range of contexts for a variety of purposes. Students experience 
and evaluate a range of different text types; reorganise their thinking to accommodate other linguistic and 
intercultural knowledge and textual conventions; and create texts for a range of contexts, purposes and 
audiences. Students have the opportunity to join the Biennial Japanese Study Tour to Japan and to host a 
Japanese Exchange Student to improve their language skills as part of an immersion program.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 My World
•	 Family/carers; Peers; Education

•	 Short Response Exam

UNIT 2 Exploring Our World
•	 Travel and exploration; Social customs; 

Japanese influences around the world

•	 Extended Response Exam
•	 Pre-Recorded Multimodal 

Presentation and Interview
UNIT 3 Our Society

•	 Roles and relationships; Socialising and 
connecting with my peers; Groups in 
society

•	 Short Response Exam
•	 Extended Response Exam 

- Written Exam & Speaking 
Conversation Exam

UNIT 4 My Future
•	 Finishing secondary school, plans and 

reflections; Responsibilities and moving on

•	 Pre-Recorded Multimodal 
Presentation and Interview

•	 External assessment Exam

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Japanese can establish a basis for further education in many professions and 
industries. For example, those which value the knowledge of an additional language and the 
intercultural understanding it encompasses, such as business, hospitality & tourism, defence force, 
law, science, technology, sociology and education.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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LEGAL STUDIES GENERAL ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Nil

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Legal Studies focuses on the interaction between society and the discipline of law. Students study the legal 
system and how it regulates activities, protects the rights of individuals while also balancing these with 
obligations and responsibilities. Legal Studies explores the role and development of law in response to 
current issues. An understanding of legal processes and concepts enables students to be better informed 
and able to constructively question and contribute to the improvement of laws and legal processes.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Beyond Reasonable Doubt
•	 Australian legal system, sources of law, the 

roles of parliament and the courts. Students 
will examine offences against the person 
and property, as well as public order 
offences. Students will visit the District and 
Supreme Courts to gain an insight into the 
criminal law process.

•	 In Units 1 and 2 Students 
will complete formative 
assessments that model the 
types of assessment covered 
in Units 3 and 4

UNIT 2 Balance of Probabilities
•	 Legal principles (contractual obligations 

and negligence) within the Australian and 
Queensland civil justice systems. Students 
develop an understanding of how civil 
law regulates the rights and responsibilities 
that exist between individuals, groups, 
organisations and governments. They 
explore dispute resolution methods, 
including in and out of courts.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 3 Law, Governance and Change
•	 Complexities of the Australian legal system 

and its capacity to deal with the diversity 
of competing needs. Students explore the 
role of legal institutions and law-making 
bodies in creating laws that reflect the views 
of society. They will study law, governance 
and change through relevant contemporary 
issues involving matters of governance and 
law reform.

•	 In Units 3 and 4 Students 
complete four summative 
assessments: combination 
response examination, 
inquiry report analytical 
essay and the summative 
external examination

UNIT 4 Human rights in legal contexts
•	 Consider concepts, principles and 

contemporary issues studied in previous 
units to consider fundamental human 
rights concepts and analyse Australia’s 
participation within the global community. 
Students recognise how human rights create 
challenges in national and international 
contexts, and for minority groups, and 
examine the impact of international law on 
the Australian legal system and those who 
are subject to it.

PATHWAYS

Legal Studies can establish a basis for further education in the fields of law, law enforcement, 
criminology, forensics, justice studies, social work, government, corrective services, business, 
education, economics and politics. The knowledge, skills and attitudes Legal Studies students gain 
are transferable to all discipline areas and post-schooling tertiary pathways. The research and 
analytical skills this course develops are also universally valued in business, health, science and 
engineering industries.
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MODERN HISTORY GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Sequence subject

PRE-REQUISITES Nil (Year 10 Ancient/Modern History 
recommended but not essential)

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Modern History is a discipline-based subject where students examine traces of humanity’s recent past so 
they may form their own views about the Modern World. Through Modern History, students’ curiosity and 
imagination is invigorated while their appreciation of civilisation is broadened and deepened. Students 
learn that the past is contestable and tentative. They discover how the past consists of various perspectives 
and interpretations. Modern History enables students to empathise with others and make meaningful 
connections between the past, present and possible futures.

The course is organised thematically around four of the forces that have helped to shape the Modern World 
— ideas, movements, national experiences and international experiences. In each unit, students explore the 
nature, origins, development, legacies and contemporary significance of the force being examined. The 
second aim is achieved through the application of historical concepts and historical skills across the syllabus. 
To fulfil both aims, Modern History uses a model of inquiry learning.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1
ODD 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

Ideas in the Modern World
•	 Australian Frontier Wars
•	 The Russian Revolution

•	 IA1: Examination – Essay 
Response to Historical 
Sources

•	 IA2: Investigation – 
Independent Source 
Investigation

UNIT 2
ODD 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

Movements in the Modern World
•	 US Civil Rights Movement
•	 Anti-Apartheid Movement in South Africa

•	 IA3: Investigation – Historical 
Essay Based on Research

•	 FIA4/EA – Examination – 
Short Response to Historical 
Sources

UNIT 3
EVEN 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

National Experiences in the Modern World
•	 Germany 1914-1945
•	 Israel/ Palestine Conflict

•	 IA1: Examination – Essay 
Response to Historical 
Sources

•	 IA2: Investigation – 
Independent Source 
Investigation

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 4 
EVEN 
NUMBERED 
YEARS

International Experiences in the Modern 
World
•	 Terrorism/Counter-Terrorism
•	 The Cold War and Breakdown of the 

Soviet Union

•	 IA3: Investigation – Historical 
Essay Based on Research

•	 FIA4/EA – Examination – 
Short Response to Historical 
Sources

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Modern History can establish a basis for further education in the fields of history, 
education, psychology, sociology, law, business, economics, politics, journalism, the media, writing, 
academia and strategic analysis.
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MUSIC GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Sequence subject

PRE-REQUISITES Nil 

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

GRACE SUBJECT VIDEO Visit the Grace Subject Video by clicking here

Music is a dynamic and engaging art form that uses sound to communicate ideas and meaning. In senior 
Music, students explore their creativity, ideas and emotions while developing practical and analytical skills.
Through composing, performing and studying music, students build strong musicianship and a deeper 
understanding of how music communicates meaning. The course fosters confidence, creativity and critical 
thinking—valuable skills that extend beyond the classroom.
For students with an interest in music or creativity, senior Music offers a rewarding and enjoyable opportunity 
to grow, express themselves and share their ideas with others.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Designs
•	 Students will engage in and explore 

repertoire of a variety of contexts, styles 
and genres, to consider how the treatment 
and combination of different music 
elements enable musicians to design music 
that communicates meaning. Activities 
will include performing, composing, and 
analysing.

•	 Performance
•	 Composition

UNIT 2 Identities
•	 Students make and respond to music that 

expresses cultural, political and social 
identities. Through the journey of critically 
considering how music can be used as 
a powerful form of expression, students 
explore their own musical identity.

•	 Integrated Project 
Combination of: Musicology/
Composing Musicology/
Performance

•	 Exam

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 3 Innovations
•	 Students look at how musicians 

incorporate innovative music practices to 
communicate meaning when performing 
and composing. The styles and genres that 
reflect innovations extend from Western 
art music through to jazz, contemporary 
and emerging styles promoted by 
technological developments.

•	 Performance 
•	 Composition

UNIT 4 Narrative
•	 Students focus on their emerging voice 

and style through performing, composing, 
and responding to music. The narrative 
may appear as music alone, or in 
conjunction with another art form such as 
film, musical theatre, opera or Program 
music.

•	 Integrated Project 
Combination of: Musicology/
Performance

•	 External Exam

PATHWAYS

Music provides students with opportunities to develop their intellect and personal growth and to 
make a contribution to the culture of their community. It can establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of arts administration, communication, education, creative industries, public 
relations and science and technology.
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MUSIC EXTENSION GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

This course is offered “off-timetable” with tutorials being conducted once a week after school
PRE-REQUISITES Completion of Units 1 and 2 of Music

CO REQUISITES Studying Unit 3 and 4 Music

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

MMusic Extension is an extension of the Music senior syllabus offered for one year (commencing in Term 
4 Year 11) requiring completion of Units 1 and 2 of the Music syllabus and in conjunction with the study of 
Units 3 and 4. It provides an opportunity for students with specific abilities in music to extend their expertise.
Students select one specialisation only from the choice of Performance, Composition or Musicology, and 
follow an individual program of study designed to continue the development of refined musicianship skills. 
Music Extension encourages students to investigate music concepts and ideas relevant to their specialisation.

Composition specialisation:
Students create and resolve new music works. They demonstrate use of music concepts and manipulate 
music concepts to express meaning and/or emotion to an audience through resolved compositions.

Musicology specialisation:
Students investigate and analyse music works and ideas. They synthesise analytical information about 
music, and document sources and references about music to support research.

Performance specialisation:
Students realise music works, demonstrating technical skills and understanding. They make decisions about 
music, interpret music elements and concepts, and express music ideas to realise their performances.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 3 Explore
•	 The key ideas of Initiating Best Practice and 

consolidating Best Practice are examined 
from the viewpoint of the student’s chosen 
specialisation.

•	 Composition 1; or 
Musicology Investigation 1; 
or Performance Investigation 1

•	 Composition 2; or 
Musicology Investigation 2; 
or Performance Investigation 2

UNIT 4 Emerge
•	 Explore the concept of Independent 

Best Practice. Develop expertise in their 
area of specialisation and work towards 
becoming independent learners.

•	 Composition project; or 
Musicology Project; or 
Performance Project

•	 External Examination

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Music Extension can establish a basis for further education in the fields of arts 
administration, communication, education, creative industries, public relations and science and technology.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject
PRE-REQUISITES Nil 

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Physical Education provides students with knowledge, understanding and skills to explore and enhance their 
own and others’ health and physical activity in diverse and changing contexts. It provides a philosophical 
and educative framework to promote deep learning in three dimensions: about, through and in physical 
activity contexts.
Students learn how body and movement concepts and the scientific bases of biophysical, sociocultural 
and psychological concepts and principles are relevant to their engagement and performance in physical 
activity. They engage in a range of activities which vary from year to year depending on the cohort strengths 
and interests, as well as the number of students in the class, to develop movement sequences and movement 
strategies. Students’ assessment entails a combination of theoretical and practical elements, however, there 
is a smaller percentage of the practical component that contributes to the overall grade for integrated units 
of work.
Through their purposeful engagement in physical activities, students gather data to analyse, synthesise and 
devise strategies to optimise engagement and performance. They engage in reflective decision-making as 
they evaluate and justify strategies to achieve a particular outcome.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Biomechanics and physical activity + 
Volleyball, Tennis or Badminton
•	 Motor learning integrated with a selected 

physical activity

•	 Folio tasks for formative 
assessment and feedback

•	 Practical performance video 
reel

UNIT 2 Sport psychology, equity and physical 
activity
•	 Sport psychology integrated with a 

selected physical activity + Netball or 
Futsal

•	 Equity — barriers and enablers + variety of 
physical activities

•	 Project Folio
•	 Research Report

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 3 Tactical awareness, ethics and integrity and 
physical activity
•	 Tactical awareness integrated with one 

selected ‘Invasion’ or ‘Net and court’ 
physical activity (Basketball, Netball, 
Tennis or Pickleball - may change 
between cohorts)

•	 Ethics and Integrity and a variety of 
physical activities and sports

•	 Project Folio
•	 Research Report

UNIT 4 Energy, fitness and training and physical 
activity
•	 Energy, fitness, and training integrated with 

one selected ‘Invasion’, ‘Net and court’ or 
‘Performance’ physical activity (Netball, 
Futsal, Aquathlon - may change between 
cohorts)

•	 Project Folio
•	 External Exam

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Music Extension can establish a basis for further education in the fields of arts 
administration, communication, education, creative industries, public relations and science and technology.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CONTINUED



        YEAR 11 & 12  CURRICULUM GUIDE  |  81

PHYSICS GENERAL ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C in Science Physical Achieved a C in 
Mathematical Methods

CO REQUISITES Mathematical Methods or above

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Physics provides opportunities for students to engage with classical and modern understandings of the 
universe. Students learn about the fundamental concepts of thermodynamics, electricity and nuclear 
processes; and about the concepts and theories that predict and describe the linear motion of objects. 
Further, they explore how scientists explain some phenomena using an understanding of waves. They 
engage with the concept of gravitational and electromagnetic fields and the relevant forces associated with 
them. They study modern physics theories and models that, despite being counterintuitive, are fundamental 
to our understanding of many common observable phenomena.

Students develop appreciation of the contribution physics makes to society: understanding that diverse 
natural phenomena may be explained, analysed and predicted using concepts, models and theories that 
provide a reliable basis for action; and that matter and energy interact in physical systems across a range 
of scales. They understand how models and theories are refined and new ones developed in physics; 
investigate phenomena and solve problems; collect and analyse data; and interpret evidence. Students 
use accurate and precise measurement, valid and reliable evidence and scepticism and intellectual rigour 
to evaluate claims; and communicate physics understanding, findings, arguments and conclusions using 
appropriate representations, modes and genres.

Students learn and apply aspects of the knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking, experimentation, 
problem solving and research skills) to understand how it works and how it may impact society.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Thermal, nuclear and electrical physics
•	 Heating processes
•	 Ionising radiation and nuclear reactions
•	 Electrical circuits

•	 In Units 1 and 2 students 
will complete four formative 
assessments that model the 
types of assessment covered 
in Units 3 and 4UNIT 2 Linear motion and waves

•	 Linear motion and force
•	 Waves

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 3 Gravity and electromagnetism
•	 Gravity and motion
•	 Electromagnetism

•	 In Units 3 and 4 students 
complete four summative 
assessments: Data test; 
Student Experiment; Research 
Investigation and the 
summative external assessment 
is an examination

UNIT 4 Revolutions in modern physics
•	 Special relativity
•	 Quantum theory
•	 The Standard Model

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Physics can establish a basis for further education in the fields of science, engineering, 
medicine and technology.
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PSYCHOLOGY GENERAL ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C in Science Physical or Science 

Natural

CO REQUISITES General Mathematics or above

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Psychology provides opportunities for students to engage with concepts that explain behaviours and 
underlying cognitions. In Year 11, students examine individual development in the form of the role of the brain, 
cognitive development, human consciousness and sleep. They also investigate the concept of intelligence, 
the process of diagnosis and how to classify psychological disorders and determine an effective treatment, 
and lastly, the contribution of emotion and motivation on the individual behaviour. This provides the bases for 
the Year 12 units where students examine individual thinking and how it is determined by the brain, including 
perception, memory, and learning. Students will consider the influence of others by examining theories of 
social psychology, interpersonal processes, attitudes and cross-cultural psychology.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Individual development
•	 Psychological science A
•	 The role of the brain
•	 Cognitive development
•	 Human consciousness and sleep

•	 In Units 1 and 2 students 
will complete four formative 
assessments that model the 
types of assessment covered 
in Units 3 and 4

UNIT 2 Individual behaviour
•	 Psychological science B
•	 Intelligence
•	 Diagnosis
•	 Psychological disorders and treatments
•	 Emotion and motivation

UNIT 3 Individual thinking
•	 Localisation of function in the brain
•	 Visual perception
•	 Memory
•	 Learning

•	 In Units 3 and 4 students 
complete four summative 
assessments: Data test, 
Student Experiment, Research 
Investigation and the 
summative external assessment 
is an examination

UNIT 4 The influence of others
•	 Social psychology
•	 Interpersonal processes
•	 Attitudes
•	 Cross-cultural psychology

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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PSYCHOLOGY CONTINUED

PATHWAYS

Psychology is a general subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that lead 
to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Psychology can establish a basis for 
further education in the fields of psychology, sales, human resourcing, training, social work, health, law, 
business, marketing and education.
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SPECIALIST
MATHEMATICS GENERAL ELECTIVE

PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a B or higher in Year 10 Mathematical 
Methods

CO REQUISITES Mathematical Methods

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

Specialist Mathematics’ major areas of focus are Vectors and Matrices, Real and Complex Numbers, 
Trigonometry, Statistics and Calculus. Specialist Mathematics is designed for students who develop 
confidence in their mathematical knowledge and ability and gain a positive view of themselves as 
mathematics learners. They will gain an appreciation of the true nature of mathematics, its beauty and its 
power. Students learn topics that are developed systematically, with increasing levels of sophistication, 
complexity and connection, building on functions, calculus, statistics from Mathematical Methods, while 
vectors, complex numbers and matrices are introduced. Functions and calculus are essential for creating 
models of the physical world. Statistics are used to describe and analyse phenomena involving probability, 
uncertainty and variation. Matrices, complex numbers and vectors are essential tools for explaining abstract 
or complex relationships that occur in scientific and technological endeavours.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Combinatorics, proof, vectors and matrices
•	 Combinatorics
•	 Introduction to proof
•	 Vectors in the plane
•	 Algebra of vectors in two dimensions
•	 Matrices

•	 Exam
•	 Problem Solving and 

Modelling Task

UNIT 2 Complex numbers, further proof, 
trigonometry, functions and transformations
•	 Complex numbers
•	 Complex arithmetic and algebra
•	 Circle and geometric proofs
•	 Trigonometry and functions
•	 Matrices and transformations

•	 Exam
•	 Internal Exam (Unit 1 and 2)

UNIT 3 Further complex numbers, proof, vectors and 
matrices
•	 Further complex numbers
•	 Mathematical induction and trigonometric 

proofs
•	 Vectors in two and three dimensions
•	 Vector calculus
•	 Further matrices

•	 Problem Solving and 
Modelling Task

•	 Exam

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
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UNIT 4 Further calculus and statistical inference
•	 Integration techniques
•	 Applications of integral calculus
•	 Rates of change and differential equations
•	 Modelling motion
•	 Statistical inference

•	 Exam
•	 External Exam (Unit 3 and 4)

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Specialist Mathematics can establish a basis for further education in the fields of 
science, all branches of mathematics and statistics, computer science, medicine, engineering, finance, and 
economics.

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS CONTINUED
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SPORT & RECREATION APPLIED ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Nil 

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

The subject of Sport and Recreation focuses on the role of sport and recreation in the lives of individuals and 
communities. It is a subject that provides students with opportunities to learn in, through and about sport and 
active recreation activities.

The skills developed in Sport and Recreation may be oriented towards work, personal fitness, or general 
health and wellbeing. Students will be involved in learning experiences that allow them to develop their 
interpersonal abilities and encourage them to appreciate and value active involvement in sporting and 
recreational activities, contributing to ongoing personal and community development throughout their adult 
life.

Sport and Recreational Studies involves students working individually, in groups and in teams. Students will 
be involved in Investigating, Planning Performing and Evaluating information in, about and through physical 
activities and sport performance to bring about improved outcomes for individuals, groups and communities 
which enhance the health, fitness and wellness of specific groups around the concepts of performance and 
participation.

At least 50% of learning will be spent actively participating in physical activities in this subject. In Term 3 of 
Year 11, students will attend a sustainable outdoor recreation camp at Maroon Outdoor Education Centre, 
allowing opportunity to explore and perform a range of outdoor expedition skills and activities.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Emerging Trends in Fitness •	 Performance Tasks
•	 Projects (all tasks combine 

practical and written/
spoken/visual components)

UNIT 2 Sustainable Outdoor Recreation

UNIT 3 Optimising Athlete Performance
(Sports First Aid, Nutrition, Training Programs)

UNIT 4 Community Recreation

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Sport and Recreation can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 
fields of fitness, outdoor recreation and education, sports administration, community health and recreation 
and sport performance.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects


88  |  YEAR 11 & 12  CURRICULUM GUIDE

STUDY OF RELIGION GENERAL ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a B or higher in Year 10 Religion & Ethics

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Study of Religion 2025 v1.4 General senior syllabus

Study of Religion is the study of religious traditions and how religion has influenced, and continues to 
influence, people’s lives. As religions are living traditions, a variety of religious expressions exists within 
each tradition. Religious beliefs and practices also influence the social, cultural and political lives of people 
and nations. Students become aware of their own religious beliefs, the religious beliefs of others, and how 
people holding such beliefs can co-exist in modern society.

Throughout the course of study, students engage with an inquiry approach to learn about religions, their 
central beliefs and practices and their influence on individuals, groups and society. Students develop critical 
thinking skills, including analysis, reasoning and evaluation, as well as communication skills that support 
further study and post school participation in a wide range of fields. Study of Religion aids students in 
becoming informed citizens, as religion continues to function as a powerful dimension of human experience. 
Through recognising the factors that contribute to different religious expressions, students develop empathy 
and respect for the ways people think, feel and act religiously, as well as a critical awareness of the 
religious diversity that exists locally and globally.

Students may elect to complete Study of Religion instead of or alongside completing the Religion & Ethics 
course.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Religion, Meaning and Purpose
•	 Topic 1: The nature and purpose of religion
•	 Topic 2: Sacred Texts

•	 FIA1: Written Essay Exam 
•	 FIA2: Investigation – Inquiry 

Responsespoken/visual 
components)

UNIT 2 Religion and Ritual
•	 Topic 1: Lifecycle Rituals
•	 Topic 2: Calendrical Rituals

•	 FIA3: Investigation – Inquiry 
Response

•	 FIA4: Unseen Stimulus Exam

UNIT 3 Religious Ethics
•	 Topic 1: Socio-Ethical Issues
•	 Topic 2: Contemporary Ethical Issues

•	 IA1:	Written Essay Exam 
•	 IA2:	 Investigation – Inquiry 

Response

UNIT 4 Rights and Relationships
•	 Topic 1: Religion and the Nation State
•	 Topic 2: Stimulus based short response exam

•	 IA3:	 Investigation – Inquiry 
Response

•	 EA: Unseen Stimulus Exam

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_study_religion_25_syll.pdf
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PATHWAYS

A course of study in Study of Religion can establish a basis for further education in the fields of religious 
studies, theology, philosophy and ethics, sociology, anthropology, international relations, politics, youth 
work, chaplaincy, tourism, education and diplomacy.
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VISUAL ART GENERAL ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Nil

CO REQUISITES Nil

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 or 2 – a student referral will be sent to the 
student’s Pathway Specialist

QCAA SYLLABUS LINK Visit the QCAA Syllabus by clicking here

GRACE SUBJECT VIDEO Visit the Grace Subject Video by clicking here

Visual Art prepares students to engage in a multimodal, media-saturated world that is reliant on visual 
communication. Through the critical thinking and literacy skills essential to both artist and audience, learning 
in Visual Art empowers young people to be discriminating, and to engage with and make sense of what 
they see and experience. Visual Art encourages students to reflect on and appreciate multiple perspectives 
and philosophies, and to confidently and creatively contribute and engage in all facets of society to sustain 
our diverse Australian culture. This subject prepares young people for participation in the 21st century by 
fostering curiosity and imagination, and teaching students how to generate and apply new and creative 
solutions when problem solving in a range of contexts. This learnt ability to think in divergent ways and 
produce creative and expressive responses enables future artists, designers and craftspeople to innovate 
and collaborate with the fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics to design and 
manufacture images and objects that enhance and contribute significantly to our daily lives.

UNIT NAME ASSESSMENT

UNIT 1 Art as Lens
•	 Concept: lenses to explore the material 

world
•	 Contexts: personal and contemporary
•	 Focus: People, place, objects
•	 Media: 2D, 3D, and time-based

•	 Investigation Inquiry Phase 1
•	 Project Inquiry Phase 2

UNIT 2 Art as Code
•	 Concept: art as a coded visual language
•	 Contexts: formal and cultural
•	 Focus: Codes, symbols, signs and art 

conventions

•	 Project Inquiry Phase 3
•	 Exam (Units 1 and 2)

UNIT 3 Art as knowledge
•	 Concept: constructing knowledge as artist 

and audience
•	 Contexts: contemporary, personal, cultural 

and/or formal
•	 Focus: student-directed

•	 Investigation Inquiry Phase 1
•	 Project Inquiry Phase 2

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects
https://vimeo.com/1092640001/7205232df9?share=copy
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UNIT 4 Art as alternate
•	 Concept: evolving alternate representations 

and meaning
•	 Contexts: contemporary and personal, 

cultural and/or formal
•	 Focus: continued exploration of Unit 3 

student-directed focus

•	 Project Inquiry Phase 3
•	 External Exam

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Visual Art can establish a basis for further Tertiary education in the fields of teaching, 
arts practice, design, craft, and information technologies; broader areas in creative industries and cultural 
institutions; and diverse fields that use skills inherent in the subject, e.g. advertising, arts administration, 
communication, design, education, film and television and public relations.
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING (VET) 

 VET QUALIFICATIONS ASSESMENT 

VET ON CAMPUS
Competency-based qualifications rely on a practical focus to all assessment to ensure all skills are 
relevant to the workplace and can be demonstrated to industry standards. Assessment types will 
include short written responses, practical tasks and projects, presentations, and case studies. Students 
will need to be able to provide evidence that they meet the performance and knowledge requirements 
of each unit under the assessment conditions outlined in each qualification’s training package. Students 
will not be given a level of achievement in school reports but will always receive a participation mark 
and at the end of each term, a list of units of competency achieved in progressive reporting.

RESOURCES/REQUIREMENTS
If any resources are required for particular qualifications, it will be listed in the following pages. This 
will include fees, subject levies for consumables, required equipment, work placement requirements or 
other legislative requirements.

VET HANDBOOKS
Each subject delivering a VET qualification will provide students with a Handbook explaining the 
special requirements of the training package. These handbooks will be available in hardcopy or 
through eGrace.

RELEVANCE TO FURTHER STUDIES
•	 Most VET qualifications offered have TAFE or university pathways available after Year 12 through 

external providers.
•	 Some VET qualifications may lead directly to employment opportunities in private and government 

sectors.
•	 Students will be able to participate more effectively and responsibly in a changing working 

environment.
•	 Each qualification’s pathway into further education will be outlined by each Department.

PREREQUISITES
Each Department will state if their VET qualifications have any prerequisite school subjects or levels of 
achievement, units of competency or qualifications.

RECOGNITION OF PRIOR LEARNING
When assessing students in VET qualifications, assessors need to offer a process of recognising 
prior learning. This process is to determine if students may receive credit for a unit of competency or 
advanced standing based on previous experience or training. This will affect the way the student is 
trained as they may just require “gap training” to cover specific performance criteria or may not require 
any training at all in a particular unit. Recognition of Prior Learning Forms are available on the College 
ERM and will be made available to students on application, once their teachers have been notified.
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DIRECT CREDIT FOR COMMON UNITS
Some of the units of competency are common to several qualifications offered at Grace Lutheran 
College (e.g. WHS units) and may also be part of qualifications studied as a TAFE course, traineeship 
or an apprenticeship. If this is the case than the student will be obliged to notify their teacher, as it may 
result in a direct credit for this unit or a direct credit off future qualifications undertaken at the College.

FURTHER VET INFORMATION
VET qualifications at Grace Lutheran College generally commence in Year 10 or 11 and run throughout 
the senior years to complete by the end of Year 12. The school guarantees that the student will be 
provided with multiple opportunities to demonstrate competency, as per the rights and obligations 
outlined in the enrolment process and VET information provided in the Student Handbook for the 
course.

Students will receive feedback on their submissions of assessment tasks that do not meet industry 
standards. They will need to go back and make amendments to their assessment tasks and then 
resubmit, if they hope to gain the full qualification.

ISSUING QUALIFICATIONS
Students successfully achieving all requirements of a qualification will be provided with an official 
Certificate and Record of Results. Students who achieve at least one unit (but not the full qualification) 
will receive a Statement of Attainment. Should students misplace their original documents, another 
certificate can be issued by Grace Lutheran College for a small fee.

PARTIAL COMPLETION
Students who receive a Statement of Attainment may be awarded a portion of the allocated QCE 
credits gained through completing qualifications higher than a Certificate I. At least one quarter of the 
units of a Certificate II or higher qualification must be successfully completed before attracting any 
QCE credits.

LATE ENTRY
Should a student enter a vocational subject after the start of the course, then they will be expected 
to catch up on units covered prior to their entry into the course, if they expect to achieve the full 
qualification.

TRANSITIONING INTO NEW VERSIONS OF VET QUALIFICATIONS
Where possible, all students in expiring qualifications will be “transitioned” to the new versions of those 
qualifications as soon as they have been added to the scope of registration and approved by the 
registering body. When this is not possible, no new students will be enrolled in the expiring qualification 
from the publication date of the new training package.

VET DELIVERY REQUIREMENTS
The college retains the right to suspend/cancel part of the course if it is unable to meet the Training 
Package requirements. The school must have industry experienced teachers and specific equipment 
to run these courses. If the school loses access to these resources, the school will attempt to provide 
students with alternative opportunities to complete the courses and the related qualifications.
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FURTHER INFORMATION
Please contact the Learning Lead of the relevant department via College Reception on 3203 0066:

•	 VET Manager – Leisa Jones
•	 Business & Entrepreneurship – Jayne Franklin
•	 Technologies and Trade Skills Centre – Dwayne Blair
•	 The Arts – Gail Crossley

The information contained in this Curriculum Guide is correct at the time of printing but is subject to change

VET OFF CAMPUS
TAFE Colleges and private Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) in the Brisbane area offer 
secondary school students access to their certificate courses through the VET in Schools Program 
(Certificate I, II, III, IV and Diploma). On successful completion of these qualifications, QCE credits are 
awarded towards the students’ QCE and banked into their Learning Accounts.

Students enrolled in these courses will either attend a TAFE or other Training campus one day a week; 
complete their qualification on-line or use a combination of on-line and tutorial methods.

VETIS FUNDING
Some qualifications are fully government-funded under the VET in Schools (VETis) funding initiative. 
This initiative allows school students to access one fully subsidised course from a list of qualifications 
identified as being on the National Skills Shortage List.
http://www.skillsgateway.training.qld.gov.au/content/user/subsidy/SUBSIDIES-LIST.pdf

Changes to government-funding for vocational courses were introduced in 2026, so now the 
funding also includes School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships. Qualifications on this list can 
be accessed through TAFE, Private Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) or at school through 
partnerships with TAFE or private providers. However, only one fully funded qualification is accessible 
by school students, after that a fee will apply.

SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS
School based apprenticeships and traineeships (SATs) allow students in Years 10, 11 & 12 to enter into 
paid employment and undergo training both on-and-off the job whilst undertaking their senior studies. 
Students wishing to undertake a school-based apprenticeship or traineeship (SAT) must first consult 
with the VET Department. For a student to undertake a school-based traineeship or apprenticeship, it 
must feature in his/her Senior Education & Training (SET) Plan and lead towards a legitimate career 
pathway.
Please note: Changes to Government legislation may affect student eligibility to access any further 
funding for an apprenticeship or traineeship after school, so advice should be sought from the VET 
Department prior to sign up.

Industry release days are determined by the individual student’s timetable as well as the needs of 
industry. However, a College/subject activity scheduled for this allocated day, will take priority (e.g. 

http://www.skillsgateway.training.qld.gov.au/content/user/subsidy/SUBSIDIES-LIST.pdf
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subject excursion, exams). Students undertaking a school-based traineeship or apprenticeship are 
expected to complete all the classroom and assessment requirements of their academic studies and 
also maintain an acceptable level of behaviour.
A consultant from the supervising Registered Training Organisation will monitor the apprentice/trainee’s 
progress towards the completion of their qualification in the workplace while the Vocational Education 
& Training Manager and the Teaching and Learning Leads will monitor academic progress.

The Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) allows for students to have their apprenticeship 
recognised as a part of the credits towards the QCE. The number of credits depends on whether the 
traineeship or apprenticeship is Certificate II, III or IV. On completion of Certificate II, students gain 4 
credit points. Successful completion of Certificate III generates 5-8 credit points, depending on the 
qualification as not all vocational qualifications are given the same value.

The QCAA only allows 8 credits from any one training package to be counted as credits for the QCE. 
This means that students doing several qualifications from the same training package will only receive a 
maximum of 8 QCE credits.

ATAR
One vocational qualification (Certificate III and above) can be used in the ATAR calculation.

CHOOSING THE VET PATHWAY
Students choosing to undertake a school-based apprenticeship or to enrol in a nationally recognised 
qualification will be eligible to drop a subject. Students will then be expected to catch up on work 
missed in the study periods allocated on their timetables or to use the study spares to complete training 
for their qualifications.
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DIPLOMA PATHWAY 
- BUSINESS *

DIPLOMA OF 
BUSINESS (BSB50120) VOCATIONAL

PROVIDER – GET SET EDUCATION (RTO 45252)

The Diploma of Business will be completed in partnership with GET SET Education where Grace staff will 
train and assess students over an 18-month period. The course will start in Year 11 and finishing in Year 12 
(approx. end of Semester 1). The course equips students with practical and theoretical skills for a career 
as a Business Professional. It covers 12 units of competency focusing on: leadership, marketing, social 
media, customer service, management, sustainability, finance, and administration. The qualification 
is ideal for those entering the Business Services industry or as a pathway to further university studies. 
Success in the course requires self-motivation, determination, and a positive attitude toward enhancing 
career and study opportunities. There will be a combination of online learning, role plays and tasks 
incorporating simulated work environments.

SUBJECT OUTLINE
•	 BSBXCM501 Lead Communication In The Workplace 
•	 BSBCRT511 Develop Critical Thinking In Others 
•	 BSBMKG546 Develop Social Media Engagement Plans 
•	 SIRXMKT006 Develop A Social Media Strategy
•	 BSBMKG541 Identify And Evaluate Marketing Opportunities
•	 BSBOPS601 Develop And Implement Business Plans 
•	 SIRXMGT005 Lead The Development Of Business Opportunities 
•	 BSBOPS501 Manage Business Resources
•	 BSBOPS505 Manage Organisational Customer Service
•	 BSBSUS511 Develop Workplace Policies And Procedures For Sustainability 
•	 BSBOPS504 Manage Business Risk
•	 BSBFIN501 Manage Budgets And Financial Plans

ASSESSMENT

Students will have both theoretical and practical assessments throughout the course. Students are 
assessed through practical tasks/observations, written reports, group projects, eLearning projects and 
learner portfolio. Students will be assessed against the performance criteria of the units of competency 
in the qualification to determine if the student is competent.

PREREQUISITES

It is required before students commence studying a Diploma (AQF Level 5), that students complete an 
application form to show that they have achieved at least a B average across their subject results in 
Year 10, and at least a B level of achievement in Year 10 General English and General Maths subjects.
The study of Business & Accounting in Year 10 would be advantageous but is not mandatory. Students 
are required to have access to a computer with Internet capability and the current Microsoft Office 
package. The Diploma of Business is not covered under VETis funding and has a cost of $899 per 
student (subject to change). The fee will be paid directly to GET SET Education.
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PATHWAYS

•	 ATAR equivalent of an 82-87 for most universities
•	 Business Manager or Business Development Manager
•	 Administrator
•	 Executive Officer
•	 Program Consultant or Program Coordinator
•	 Business Owner
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GET SET EDUCATION
2027 SUBJECT SELECTION SCHOOL PROGRAM

BSB50120 DIPLOMA OF BUSINESS (BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT)
Delivered at Grace Lutheran College – Rothwell Campus under a third party arrangement* with Get 
Set Education (RTO Code 45252).

Qualification Nationally recognised qualification.
Awarded on successful completion of all units/assessment requirements.

Delivery Blended face-to-face with online learning.

Duration 18 months (3 semesters).

Required weekly time 
commitment

In Class: Timetabled lessons (attendance rates are monitored)
Homework: Expectation in line with other senior school subjects.

Entry requirements 1.	 Student subject selection interview completed (school 
process).

2.	 LLND assessment completed prior to enrolment acceptance.
3.	 Parent/guardian permission (if under 18).

Technology BYOD Laptop + reliable internet access (further details below).

Course Fee $899 (payment plan available).

Successful completion of the Diploma provides a maximum of 8 credits towards the QCE and may 
be considered by universities when assessing tertiary entry pathways. Learn more at www.getset.
edu.au/uni-pathways

The Diploma of Business specialising in Business Development focuses on how businesses plan, promote, 
and improve what they do. It covers practical business skills that are used across many industries, including:
•	 Business planning and operations (setting goals, organising work, improving processes).
•	 Marketing and promotion (how organisations communicate and reach customers).
•	 Communication in the workplace (writing emails, reports, and presenting ideas clearly).
•	 Project and teamwork skills (planning tasks, meeting deadlines, working with others).
•	 Problem-solving and decision-making (using information to make sound choices).

Future Outcomes
The skills in this Diploma are relevant for students who are considering roles in areas like:
•	 Frontline management/team leadership
•	 Business development management
•	 Marketing support
•	 Customer service
•	 Running a small business, or
•	 The Diploma can also support further studies, Apprenticeships/Traineeships and University

http://www.getset.edu.au/uni-pathways
http://www.getset.edu.au/uni-pathways
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GET SET EDUCATION

BSB50120 DIPLOMA OF BUSINESS (BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT)
Units of competency Students complete 12 units (5 Core and 7 Electives):

BSBXCM501 Lead communication in the 
workplace

SIRXMKT006 Develop a social media strategy

BSBCRT511 Develop critical thinking in others BSBMKG546 Develop social media 
engagement plans

BSBFIN501 Manage budgets and financial 
plans

BSBOPS601 Develop and implement business 
plans

SIRXMGT005 Lead the development of 
business

BSBOPS501 Manage business resources

BSBSUS511 Develop workplace policies and 
procedures for sustainability

BSBOPS505 Manage organisational customer 
service

BSBMKG541 Identify and evaluate marketing 
opportunities

BSBOPS504 Manage business risk

Recommended for success
The Diploma is ideal for students who want to develop real-world business and leadership skills, enjoy 
working on practical projects, including in teams, and are curious about how businesses operate, grow 
and succeed.

How it works
•	 Timetabled lessons and support at school from a school-based Trainer/Assessor.
•	 Online learning and assessment provided by Get Set Education (accessed online through aXcelerate).
•	 Assessment evidence may include written responses, eLearning projects, practical tasks and 

observations.
•	 Tasks are submitted across each semester to demonstrate competency.

BYOD minimum requirements (for aXcelerate access)
•	 Portable laptop running Windows 10+ (or macOS 11+).
•	 Headset capable (for e-Learning tutorial videos).
•	 Current web browser (Chrome recommended).
•	 Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint) or compatible software, advised by your school.
•	 Reliable internet at home to access learning content and submit assessments.

More detailed information on areas including:

Qualification and Course Provider Entry Requirements and Support Arrangements

Delivery and Assessment Arrangements Fees, Payment Options and Inclusions

is provided in the BSB50120 Diploma of Business Course Information available on our website 
www.getset.edu.au/resources

*Grace Lutheran College – Rothwell Campus supports student recruitment, delivers training and assessment and school-
based support. Get Set Education manages enrolment, online learning resources, and assessment requirements. All 
information provided is accurate as of March 2026 but subject to change.

http://www.getset.edu.au/resources
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CERTIFICATE 
PATHWAY                   

- CONSTRUCTION *

APPLIED: FURNISHING 
SKILLS plus CERTIFICATE 

II CONSTRUCTION 
PATHWAYS (CPC20220)

APPLIED

VOCATIONAL
4 - 8 QCE CREDITS - ON COMPLETION OF QUALIFICATION/APPLIED SUBJECT

Provider - BLUE DOG TRAINING (RTO 31193)

SUBJECT OUTLINE
Furnishing Skills includes the study of the manufacturing and furnishing industry’s practices and 
production processes through students’ application in and through trade learning contexts. Industry 
practices are used by furnishing enterprises to manage the manufacture of products from raw 
materials. Production processes combine the production skills and procedures required to produce 
products. Students engage in applied learning to demonstrate knowledge and skills in units that meet 
local needs, available resources and teacher expertise. Through both individual and collaborative 
learning experiences, students learn to meet customer expectations of product quality at a specific 
price and time.

Applied learning in manufacturing tasks supports students’ development of transferable 21st century 
literacy and numeracy skills relevant to future employment opportunities in the domestic, commercial 
and bespoke furnishing industries. Students learn to recognise and apply industry practices, interpret 
drawings and technical information and demonstrate and apply safe practical production processes 
using hand/power tools and machinery. They communicate using oral, written and graphical modes, 
organise, calculate, plan, evaluate and adapt production processes and the products they produce. 
The majority of learning is done through manufacturing tasks that relate to business and industry. 
Students work with each other to solve problems and complete practical work.

SEE THE BLUE DOG TRAINING FACT SHEET FOR VET QUALIFICATION DETAILS: 
•	 CERT II CONSTRUCTION PATHWAYS

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

•	 Classroom and workshop
•	 Mode of delivery – a blend of theory and practical activities using classroom resources in 

conjunction with the online Blue Dog Traning learning management system where it is available.

The College will advise students of any compulsory personal protective equipment (PPE) that will need 
to be provided by the student. It is mandatory for students to use required PPE for all practical activities.

PREREQUISITES
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It is advised that all students selecting Construction Certificate Pathways have had prior experience of 
Practical Technology Skills in Years 8, 9 and 10, but it is not essential.
When working in the Trades Skills Centre, it is mandatory for students to wear the light-weight Cool 
Breeze short sleeve shirt and cotton cargo shorts. It is recommended students buy proper work boots 
to wear when taking these courses, however it is not compulsory.
Students are required to purchase through the College a tool kit relevant to industry requirements. The 
kits are supplied to students in Term 2 of Year 11 to be used throughout the two-year course. The cost of 
each kit is $250. If students are taking both Engineering and Construction, a special price to purchase 
both tool kits will be arranged. Students are required to maintain their kit/s to industry standard.
Certificate II Construction Pathways is funded under the Queensland Government’s VETis funding 
initiative and is therefore fully funded unless students have already used their one allocated VETis-funded 
qualification. Please check with the VET Department if you have chosen another VET qualification or a 
School-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship which may also use the VETIS funding.

PATHWAYS

A course of study in building and construction skills can establish a basis for further education and 
employment in civil, residential or commercial building and construction fields. These include roles such 
as bricklayer, plasterer, concreter, painter and decorator, carpenter, joiner, roof tiler, plumber, steel 
fixer, landscaper and electrician.
Career opportunities leading from Furniture Making and Cabinet Making are Furniture Designing, 
Furniture Polishing & Finishing, Furniture Restoration & Production, Upholstery and Wood Machining.
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CERTIFICATE II IN CONSTRUCTION PATHWAYS (CPC20220)
Registered training organisation (RTO): 
Blue Dog Training (RTO Code: 31193)
www.bluedogtraining.com.au 
07 3331 6004

QCE Credits: 4 Core Credits

Description
The CPC20220 qualification introduces learners to recognised construction trades and provides 
credit toward a construction industry Australian Apprenticeship (excluding plumbing).

Units of competency cover essential work health and safety, communication, work planning, and 
the basic use of tools and materials. The course includes core units common to most Certificate III 
qualifications and is structured around a practical construction project that integrates these skills 
and employability outcomes.

Commencing in Year 11, the course is delivered in school workshops during normal timetable hours 
and is completed over two years. Participation in a Blue Dog Training VETiS program requires 
school approval.

Application
The learning program develops trade-like skills without aiming for trade-level expertise. For 
example, in tiling, learners are introduced to basic techniques; how tiles are laid, aligned, and 
adhered and complete a simple tiling task. In general construction, the focus is on safely using 
hand and power tools to build or modify basic timber projects, rather than advanced joinery or 
structural framing.

The emphasis is on using construction tools and equipment to complete practical tasks safely, 
ensuring the well-being of learners and those around them.

Eligibility - Cost 
This qualification is funded by the Department of Trade, Employment and Training (DTET) through the 
VET in Schools (VETiS) program, which provides eligible secondary school students with access to one 
approved funded qualification.
Students not eligible for VETiS funding may enrol fee-for-service under DTET arrangements at a cost of 
$1,200.

For eligibility requirements, refer to the Blue Dog Training website: 
https://bluedogtraining.com.au/en-au/for-schools

For information on the refund policy, visit: 
https://bluedogtraining.com.au/en-au/company-policies#level-3

https://bluedogtraining.com.au/en-au/for-schools
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Training and Assessment Delivery
The Blue Dog Training VETiS program is delivered at the student’s school during timetabled classes 
by qualified trainers and assessors.

Students are enrolled with Blue Dog Training, who is responsible for all training and assessment 
and issues qualifications and statements of attainment.

Training is delivered through online theory via Blue Dog Training’s Learning Management System 
(LMS) and face-to-face practical training in school workshops. Practical projects and assessments 
are completed on site at the student’s school, with trainers attending on a structured basis 
throughout the year. 

CORE

CPCCOM1013 Plan and organise work

CPCCOM1015 Carry out measurements and calculations

CPCCOM1012 Work effectively and sustainably in the construction industry

CPCCWHS2001 Apply WHS requirements, policies and procedures in the construction 
industry

CPCCVE1011* Undertake a basic construction project

ELECTIVE

CPCWHS1001# Prepare to work safely in the construction industry

CPCCCM1011 Undertake basic estimation and costing

CPCCCM2004* Handle construction materials

CPCCCA2002* Use carpentry tools and equipment

CPCCWF2002* Use wall and floor tiling tools and equipment

NOTES: 
•	 An asterisk (*) indicates a prerequisite unit. Prerequisite units must be assessed before any unit 

marked with an asterisk.*
•	 Elective units may change prior to program commencement to ensure alignment with current 

industry practices.
•	 # CPCWHS1001 meets WHSQ requirements for General Construction Induction Training 

(GCIT) and must be completed before site access. Completion of this unit in the Blue Dog Training 
VETiS program results in a WHSQ Construction Induction (‘White Card’).

•	
More information about this qualification is available at: https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/
CPC20220

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC20220
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC20220


104  |  YEAR 11 & 12  CURRICULUM GUIDE

CERTIFICATE 
PATHWAY                      

- ENGINEERING *

APPLIED: INDUSTRIAL 
TECHNOLOGY SKILLS 
plus CERTIFICATE II in 

ENGINEERING PATHWAYS

APPLIED

VOCATIONAL
4 - 8 QCE CREDITS - ON COMPLETION OF QUALIFICATION/APPLIED SUBJECT

Provider - BLUE DOG TRAINING (RTO 31193)

MEM20422 Certificate II in Engineering Pathways is a nationally recognised qualification designed to 
give students an introduction to an engineering or related working environment. This course will provide 
you with basic skills to operate tools and equipment to produce or modify objects.

SUBJECT OUTLINE
Industrial Technology Skills includes the study of industry practices and production processes 
through students’ application in and through trade learning contexts in a range of industrial sector 
industries, including building and construction, engineering and furnishing. Industry practices are 
used by industrial sector enterprises to manage the manufacture of products from raw materials. 
Production processes combine the production skills and procedures required to produce products. 
Students engage in applied learning to demonstrate knowledge and skills of the core learning in 
units that meet local needs, available resources and teacher expertise. Through both individual and 
collaborative learning experiences, students learn to meet customer expectations of product quality 
at a specific price and time. Applied learning supports students’ development of transferable 21st 
century, literacy and numeracy skills relevant to a variety of industries. Students learn to interpret 
drawings and technical information, select and demonstrate safe practical production processes 
using hand/power tools, machinery and equipment, communicate using oral, written and graphical 
modes, organise, calculate, plan, evaluate and adapt production processes and the products they 
produce. The majority of learning is done through manufacturing tasks that relate to business and 
industry. Students work with each other to solve problems and complete practical work.

SEE THE BLUE DOG TRAINING FACT SHEET FOR: 
•	 MEM20422 CERTIFICATE II IN ENGINEERING PATHWAYS

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

•	 Classroom and workshop via a blend of theory and practical activities using classroom resources 
in conjunction with the online Blue Dog Training learning management system.

•	 Students must use personal protective equipment (PPE) for practical activities. The school will 
advise students of any compulsory PPE that will need to be provided by the student.
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PREREQUISITES

•	 It is advised that all students selecting Cert II in Engineering Pathways (MEM20422) have studied 
Practical Technology Skills in Years 8, 9 or 10, but it is not essential.

•	 It will be mandatory for all students to wear the correct uniform when working in the Trades Skills 
Centre. Students are required to purchase correct work boots with strong leather uppers when 
taking these courses.

•	 Students have the option to purchase, through the College, a tool kit relevant to industry 
requirements. The kits are to be used throughout the two-year course and on industry placements. 
The cost of each kit is $250. If students are taking both Engineering and Construction a special 
price to purchase both tool kits will be arranged. Students are required to maintain their kit/s to 
industry standard.

•	 Certificate II in Engineering Pathways is funded under the Queensland Government’s VETiS 
funding initiative and is therefore fully funded unless students have already used their one 
allocated VETis-funded qualification. Please check with the VET Department if you have chosen 
another VET qualification or a School-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship which may also use 
the VETiS funding.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment for the most part is practical and based on folios submitted. It includes observation with 
checklists, portfolios of work, questing and workbooks. Feedback to students is given at check points 
and is done by direct observation of work in progress, verbal and written reports and the review of 
portfolios of evidence.
If a student enrolls in the course part way through Year 11 or 12, they may be eligible for enrolment into 
a Certificate II in Visual Arts only.

PATHWAYS

Opportunities for employment include boiler making, sheet metal manufacturing and metal fabrication, 
fitting and turning, machining, boatbuilding, coach building, engineering, manufacturing and 
construction.
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CERTIFICATE II IN ENGINEERING PATHWAYS (MEM20422)
Registered training organisation (RTO): 
Blue Dog Training (RTO Code: 31193)
www.bluedogtraining.com.au 
07 3331 6004

QCE Credits: 4 Core Credits

Description
The MEM20422 qualification introduces students to an engineering or related working 
environment.

Students develop skills and knowledge across a range of engineering and manufacturing tasks, 
supporting entry-level employment pathways including apprenticeships, traineeships, or general 
roles in the industry.

Commencing in Year 11, the course is delivered in school workshops during normal timetable hours 
and is completed over two years. Participation in a Blue Dog Training VETiS program requires 
school approval.

Application
The learning program develops trade-like skills without aiming for trade-level outcomes. For 
example, in welding, learners are introduced to basic techniques and complete simple tasks, rather 
than developing trade-level theory and practice. Similarly, in machining, the focus is on producing 
a basic item using equipment such as a lathe, rather than advanced theory and practice.

The emphasis is on using engineering tools and equipment to produce or modify objects safely, 
ensuring the well-being of learners and others around them.

Eligibility - Cost 
This qualification is funded by the Department of Trade, Employment and Training (DTET) through the 
VET in Schools (VETiS) program, which provides eligible secondary school students with access to one 
approved funded qualification.
Students not eligible for VETiS funding may enrol fee-for-service under DTET arrangements at a cost of 
$1,200.

For eligibility requirements, refer to the Blue Dog Training website: 
https://bluedogtraining.com.au/en-au/for-schools

For information on the refund policy, visit: 
https://bluedogtraining.com.au/en-au/company-policies#level-3

Training and Assessment Delivery
The Blue Dog Training VETiS program is delivered at the student’s school during timetabled classes 
by qualified trainers and assessors.

Students are enrolled with Blue Dog Training, who is responsible for all training and assessment 
and issues qualifications and statements of attainment.

https://bluedogtraining.com.au/en-au/for-schools
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Training is delivered through online theory via Blue Dog Training’s Learning Management System 
(LMS) and face-to-face practical training in school workshops. Practical projects and assessments 
are completed on site at the student’s school, with trainers attending on a structured basis 
throughout the year. 

CORE

MEM13015 Work safely and effectively in manufacturing and engineering

MEMPE005 Develop a career plan for the engineering and manufacturing industries

MEMPE006 Undertake a basic engineering project

MSMENV272 Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices

ELECTIVE

MEM11011* Undertake manual handling

MEM16006* Organise and communicate information

MEM16008* Interact with computing technology

MEM18001* Use hand tools

MEM18002* Use power tools/hand held operations

MEMPE001 Use engineering workshop machines

MEMPE002 Use electric welding machines

MEMPE007 Pull apart and re-assemble engineering mechanisms

NOTES: 
•	 An asterisk (*) indicates a prerequisite unit. Prerequisite units must be assessed before any unit 

marked with an asterisk.*
•	 Elective units may change prior to program commencement to ensure alignment with current 

industry practices.
•	 # CPCWHS1001 meets WHSQ requirements for General Construction Induction Training 

(GCIT) and must be completed before site access. Completion of this unit in the Blue Dog Training 
VETiS program results in a WHSQ Construction Induction (‘White Card’).

•	
More information about this qualification is available at:  https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/
MEM20422



108  |  YEAR 11 & 12  CURRICULUM GUIDE

CERTIFICATE 
PATHWAY                      

- VISUAL ARTS*

CERTIFICATE II VISUAL ARTS 
(CUA20720)/ CERTIFICATE 
III VISUAL ARTS (CUA31125)

VOCATIONAL

4 - 8 QCE CREDITS - ON COMPLETION OF QUALIFICATION/APPLIED SUBJECT

Visit the Grace Subject Video by clicking here

Provider- Grace Lutheran College (RTO 30291)
This course is designed to provide learners with knowledge and skills for work in the visual arts and 
contemporary craft industries. This includes both traditional and electronic based skills. During this 
course students gain fundamental skills and underpinning knowledge in drawing, painting, ceramics, 
printmaking, design and digital imaging

SUBJECT OUTLINE

CERTIFICATE II IN VISUAL ARTS (CUA20720) – 9 units

Core Units
•	 BSBWHS211 Contribute to the health and safety of self and others
•	 CUAACD201 Develop drawing skills to communicate ideas
•	 CUAPPR211 Make simple creative work
•	 CUARES202 Source and use information relevant to own arts practice Elective Units
•	 CUAPAI311 Produce paintings
•	 CUADRA201 Develop drawing skills
•	 CUADES201 Follow a design process
•	 CUADIG212 Develop digital imaging skills
•	 CUACER311 Produce ceramic works

CERTIFICATE III IN VISUAL ARTS (CUA31125) – 12 units

Core Units
•	 BSBWHS211 Contribute to the health and the safety of self and others
•	 CUAACD311 Produce drawings to communicate ideas
•	 CUAPPR311 Produce creative work
•	 CUARES301 Apply knowledge of history and theory to own arts practice Elective Units
•	 CUAPAI311 Produce paintings
•	 CUADRA311 Produce drawings
•	 CUADES201 Follow a design process
•	 CUADIG315 Produce digital images
•	 CUACER311 Produce ceramic works
•	 CUAPRI312 Produce prints
•	 CUADIG212 Develop digital imaging skills
•	 CUADRA201 Develop drawing skills

https://vimeo.com/1092640651/d0fc6148c1?share=copy
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ASSESSMENT

•	 Assessment for the most part is practical and based on folios submitted. It includes observation 
with checklists, portfolios of work, questioning and workbooks. Feedback to students is given at 
check points and is done by direct observation of work in progress, verbal and written reports 
and the review of portfolios of evidence. If a student enrolls in the course part way through Year 
11 or 12, they may be eligible for enrolment into Certificate II in Visual Arts only.

PREREQUISITES

There are no prerequisites for this course.

PATHWAYS

On completion of these qualifications, further study can be pursued in Visual Art, Design, Photo 
Imaging and higher-level studies at University. Potential career outcomes include Graphic/Interior/
Fashion/Textile Design, Artist, Curator, Educator, Community arts practitioners, Gallery Worker, Visual 
Consultant, Public Artist, Illustrator, Architecture, Arts Administration and management, Digital and 
Electronic Imaging, Photographer.
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CERTIFICATE 
PATHWAY                      

- VOCATIONAL*

CERTIFICATE II SKILLS FOR 
WORK & VOCATIONAL 
PATHWAYS (FSK20119)

VOCATIONAL

4 - 8 QCE CREDITS - ON COMPLETION OF QUALIFICATION/APPLIED SUBJECT

Provider- Grace Lutheran College (RTO 30291)
Vocational Certificate Pathways provides an alternative for students requiring a more intensive vocational 
program and a less intensive academic program. Certificate II Skills for Work & Vocational Pathways will 
contribute 4 points towards the QCE.
Vocational Certificate Pathways is a vocational (non-ATAR) subject. Therefore, if students are already 
taking Applied subjects or are enrolled in other vocational subjects, (e.g. TSC, TAFE, School-based 
apprenticeships or traineeships) they will become ATAR ineligible and will therefore need to be aware 
of the implications of this.

SUBJECT OUTLINE

CERTIFICATE II SKILLS FOR WORK & VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS (FSK20119) 
(commence Year 10 or 11) - 14 Units

•	 FSKLRG011 Use Routine Strategies for Work-Related Learning
•	 FSKRDG010 Read and Respond to Routine Workplace Information
•	 FSKOCM007 Interact Effectively with Others at Work
•	 FSKLRG009 Use Strategies to Respond to Routine Workplace Problems
•	 FSKNUM014 Calculate with Whole Numbers and Familiar Fractions, Decimals & Percentages 

for Work
•	 FSKNUM015 Estimate, Measure and Calculate with Routine Metric Measurements for Work
•	 FSKWTG009 Write Routine Workplace Texts
•	 FSKDIG002 Use Digital Technology for Routine and Simple Workplace Tasks
•	 HLTWHS001 Participate in Workplace Health & Safety
•	 FNSFLT211 Develop and Use Personal Budgets
•	 BSBCMM211 Apply Communication Skills
•	 AUMAFA001 Apply for Jobs and Undertake Job Interviews
•	 FSKLRG010 Use Routine Strategies for Career Planning
•	 FSKLRG006 Participate in Work Placement

ASSESSMENT

•	 Assessment for this VET qualification is competency–based. This means that there is no pass or 
fail result. To be competent, students need to meet all performance criteria to industry standards.

•	 FSKLRG006 Participate in Work Placement allows the student to undertake work experience in 
their industry of choice. These placements are arranged by the students themselves or through the 
VET Department.
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PREREQUISITES

There are no pre-requisites for this qualification, just a willingness to learn and the maturity to enter 
the workplace in order to gain valuable knowledge and to develop employability skills. Those 
participants who wish to undertake work placement in an industry that has connections with building 
and construction will be required to complete their Construction Safety training (White Card) before 
placement commences. This can be arranged by the College at no cost through our partnership with 
Blue Dog Training or conducted by a private registered training organisation at a cost of around $100 
(based on current costs).

PATHWAYS

Completion of this qualification allows students to develop employability skills needed to be successful 
in gaining employment opportunities in a variety of industries. This subject allows students to focus on 
their career pathways so they have attainable employment and training goals mapped out by the end 
of Year 12.




