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INTRODUCTION TO THE YEAR 10 CURRICULUM GUIDE

We are pleased to provide you with an overview of Learning Pathways intended to allow students to 
plan their own learning directions with the goal of achieving their individual potential.

The principles we have used to construct our curriculum at Rothwell are as follows:

FOUNDATIONS
Grace implements the mandatory aspects of the three-dimensional Australian Curriculum 
from Year 7 and innovatively designs this curriculum to transition students into the QCAA 
Senior School model of the QCE.

HOLISTIC EDUCATION
Grace prioritises an education for the whole person – spiritual, academic, physical, 
social-emotional, technological, and cultural. As a result, mandatory aspects of the 
curriculum include Christian Studies/Religion and Ethics, Chapel, GEL, Sport, and 
Outdoor Education (including the Googa program).

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS
Grace recognises the importance of student agency and creating their own personalised 
pathways based on the College’s offerings. The College aims to offer a wide range of 
learning opportunities for students and will enact innovative methods to facilitate these 
where practicable.

CONNECTIONS
Grace incorporates authentic learning experiences through connections within local, 
national, or global communities. This includes but is not limited to intentional focuses 
on service-learning experiences and considering the ‘real world’ in problem-based 
learning experiences.

EMPOWERED LEARNERS
Grace encourages learning environments that nurture, mentor and facilitate learning 
allowing students to take control of their learning journey empowering them to unlock 
their potential and celebrate individual mastery.

We trust Grace students will enter the world having developed the skills and attitudes to live a life of faith 
and service so that God will be glorified in the world.
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THE YEAR 10 CURRICULUM AT GRACE

Grace is proud of encouraging a culture of personalised learning at the College. As part of the subject 
selection process, we achieve this by offering an extensive range of subject choices. This allows for a 
timetable to be constructed that in the main addresses the needs of the individual student.

Grace is committed to encouraging students to develop their gifts and talents. This is achieved through the 
carefully constructed ‘Grace Curriculum Journey’.

The Year 10 curriculum is named GRACE CONSOLIDATES PATHWAYS due to its core and elective 
curriculum design that has careful alignment to Year 11/12 directions. This allows students to consolidate 
pathways and subject appropriateness for senior studies.

To choose a language as an elective subject in Years 10, 11 & 12, it is recommended that the language 
has been studied in earlier years.

DIVERSE LEARNING Independent Learning (By Invitation/Application only)

Independent Learning will be offered to students that meet the criteria as determined by Diverse Learning. 
This support program will be in lieu of an elective each semester. Please contact the Head of Diverse 
Learning via diverselearning@glc.qld.edu.au.

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT (By Application only)

Students who are identified as gifted and talented in the Senior School are case managed by the 
Careers Guidance team. Academic Enrichment students will have meetings with their case manager and 
can make additional appointments as necessary by visiting The Hub reception. The Senior School focus 
is ensuring students are maximising their potential and striving towards their pathways beyond Grace.
Contact academicenrichment@glc.qld.edu.au.

mailto:diverselearning%40glc.qld.edu.au?subject=
mailto:academicenrichment%40glc.qld.edu.au?subject=
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PATHWAYS

CAREERS

Career Guidance staff are available to support your child in their subject selection process. In addition, 
the College has a structured approach to ensure that all students in the Senior School are assigned a 
Pathways Specialist who manages their academic progress and supports their pathway considerations 
beyond Grace. 

YEAR 10 •	 Each student has a scheduled Pathways Appointment in Semester 1
•	 All students participate in a comprehensive Career Profiling program and receive 

an individual Career Profile Report.

YEAR 11 •	 Each student has a scheduled Pathways Appointment in Semester 2

YEAR 12 •	 Each student has a scheduled Pathways Appointment in Semester 1
•	 Each student has the option to schedule Pathways appointments in Semester 2 to 

(focus on QTAC applications and post-secondary pathways)

Students can make Careers Appointments at any time by requesting this at the Pathways Centre.

There is a dedicated Grace Careers website which provides information and support for 
students and for students once they have graduated.
For more information Grace Careers click here or email careers@glc.qld.edu.au

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)

The College allows students to integrate Vocational Education and Training (VET) into their senior studies.

SCHOOL BASED CERTIFICATE 
QUALIFICATIONS

OFF-CAMPUS QUALIFICATIONS

•	 Offered as part of the students’ timetables. •	 Other qualifications are offered off-line or 
off campus at TAFE or a private provider and 
may include on-the-job training.

•	 Some students may choose to complete a 
school-based traineeship or commence a 
school-based apprenticeship in Year 10, 11 
and 12.

The Registered Training Organisation (RTO) issues a Statement of Attainment for successfully 
completed VET units. These courses can lead to higher levels in vocational training or traineeships and 
apprenticeships.

https://www.gracecareers.com/
mailto:careers%40glc.qld.edu.au?subject=
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VET IN SCHOOLS FUNDING (VETIS)

Years 10, 11 and 12 Students can enrol in a fully funded certificate I or II qualification through a general 
training pathway or Years 10, 11 and 12 Students can enter a fully funded School Based Apprenticeship 
or Traineeship at Certificate II or III level.

From 2026 students cannot be accessing VETiS funding for a training course, at the same time as 
commencing a School-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship.  They would need to withdraw from 
the course or pay fee-for-service for the course, before they could commence the school-based 
Apprenticeship or Traineeship.

STRATEGIES FOR CHOOSING SUBJECTS

It is suggested that subjects be chosen based on the following:

Subjects 
which may be 
prerequisites 
for further 
study

Subjects 
which a 
student enjoys

Subjects 
in which a 
student has 
already 
experienced 
some success

Subjects which 
provide an 
appropriate 
challenge to 
the student

Subjects 
which will 
help a student 
reach a 
chosen career 
or keep a 
wide range of 
options open

Subjects 
which will 
develop skills, 
knowledge 
and attitudes 
useful 
throughout the 
student’s life.

Keep your 
options open

•	 Many students have thought about their future but are still uncertain.
•	 It is therefore wise to keep options open. This makes it possible for students to 

develop their interests and abilities, which will then help them to decide on a study 
pathway or career choice.

Explore 
subjects 
offered at 
Grace

•	 Read the subject descriptions in this Curriculum Guide
•	 Refer to the Points of Contact page in this Curriculum Guide to discuss subjects
•	 Refer to the videos on the Subject Selection website
•	 Look at books and materials used by students in the subjects
•	 Ask questions about content and assessment types
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Personalised 
Pathways 
- Make 
decisions 
about a 
range of 
subjects

•	 It is important to remember that all students are individuals, and their particular 
needs and requirements in subject selection will be quite different from those 
of other students.

•	 This means that it is unwise to either take or avoid a subject because:
•	 Someone told them that they will like or dislike it

•	 Their friends are or are not taking it
•	 They like or dislike the teacher
•	 Prejudice or Bias

•	 Students should be honest about their abilities and realistic with their career 
goals. There is little to be gained by continuing with or taking advanced levels 
of subjects that have proved difficult, even after students have put in their best 
efforts. Similarly, if career goals require the study of certain subjects, students 
must consider if they have the ability and determination to work hard enough 
to achieve the necessary level of results in those subjects.

Be prepared 
to seek 
guidance

•	 If students need more help, they should seek it. Refer to the Points of Contact 
page in this Curriculum Guide.

•	 Download the Tertiary Prerequisites guides, which are listed by tertiary 
institution and are designed to help students select their Senior subjects.

•	 Check tertiary prerequisites or recommended subjects by clicking here

Grace Careers www.gracecareers.com

TAFE QLD www.tafeqld.edu.au

Qld Tertiary Admissions Centre 
(QTAC)

www.qtac.edu.au

Myfuture www.myfuture.edu.au

Your Career www.yourcareer.gov.au

The Good Careers Guide www.goodcareersguide.com.au

Good Universities Guide www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au

Study Assist www.studyassist.gov.au

Graduate Careers https://au.prosple.com

School-based Apprenticeships 
& Traineeships

www.desbt.qld.gov.au/training/apprentices

Queensland Training 
Information Service

www.qtis.training.qld.gov.au

Queensland Training 
Subsidies List

www.desbt.qld.gov.au/training/training-careers/incentives

https://www.qtac.edu.au/
http://www.gracecareers.com/
http://www.tafeqld.edu.au/
http://www.qtac.edu.au/
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.yourcareer.gov.au/
http://www.goodcareersguide.com.au/
http://www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/
http://www.studyassist.gov.au/
https://au.prosple.com/
http://www.desbt.qld.gov.au/training/apprentices
http://www.qtis.training.qld.gov.au/
http://www.desbt.qld.gov.au/training/training-careers/incentives
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ALTERNATIVE DELIVERY MODES

Alternative Delivery modes are supported by the College where possible with the following focuses:

•	 Provide students with their subject choices as they continue their academic pathways. 
•	 Focus on the quality of the education rather than the quantity of lessons. 
•	 Personalised learning opportunities. 

Alternative Delivery is at the discretion of the College. Subjects that do not meet the minimum number of 
student subscription per the class sizes guidelines are required to follow the alternative delivery guidelines. 

The College acknowledges that Alternative Delivery best suits self-motivated and dedicated learners 
who are driven to succeed in the subject area. It may not be the preferred mode of learning for all 
students hence another subject choice may need to be considered. The College also notes that students 
can perform and achieve at a very high level when completing a subject using an alternative delivery 
mode. 

Alternative Delivery may take the form of: 

CONCURRENT 
DELIVERY

•	 Completing the subject at the same time as students completing the 
subject in another level. (Traditionally referred to as composite classes).

•	 Each year level is studying their year levels content and completes their 
year levels assessment.

ALTERNATIVE 
SEQUENCE

•	 Completing the subject at the same time as students completing the 
subject in another level.

•	 The same content is delivered to each year level with year level 
appropriate assessment.

•	 QCAA determines which subjects can be run using an Alternative 
sequence.

ALTERNATIVE 
DELIVERY

•	 Reduced number of teacher contact lessons with the remainder of 
lessons delivered in an online format such as TEAMS.

•	 After school delivery in a once per week session e.g. 3.20 – 5.00pm.
•	 Lunchtime lessons to avoid any other curriculum clashes.

ONLINE 
LEARNING

•	 Completely online delivery through TEAMS with a weekly teacher 
check-in.

•	 The teacher could be based at either the Rothwell or Caboolture 
Campus.

Subjects that have a history of using an Alternative Delivery mode of delivery will be identified on their 
subject page in the Curriculum Guide. This does not confirm that this is their pre-determined delivery 
model for the year your child is selecting their subjects.
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STUDY LESSONS

The Year 10 Curriculum at Grace is designed to be the junction point of the completion of the Australian 
Curriculum and the transition to the Senior System framework. Some subjects will begin Unit 1 of the 
Senior Syllabuses in Year 10.

Based on students having the opportunities to experience as much of the curriculum as possible in 
preparation for Year 11 and 12, Year 10 students are not granted a Study Lesson. Where students meet 
the requirements of the College’s Flexible Learning Pathway guidelines, they may be granted a Study 
Lesson.

SUBJECT CHANGES

At times students may feel it is necessary to change their elective subjects for various reasons. A meeting 
with one of our Career Guidance staff is recommended.

Students who want to change electives will need their parent/guardian to complete the “Application to 
Change a Subject” form accessible on Parent Lounge (click School Links then Curriculum Information).

Students cannot start attending the new elective subject until they have received an updated timetable 
(on eGrace). The deadline for subject changes can be found in the eGrace and Parent Lounge calendar, 
any requests received after this time will be held until the following term.

CHANGING A SUBJECT

C O N S I D E R I N G  A D J U ST I N G  Y O U R
P E R S O N A L I S E D  PAT H WAY  AT  G R A C E ?

Review the Curriculum Guide
Available on the College website (Rothwell, Caboolture, Subject 
Selection Rothwell, Subject Selection Caboolture, Curriculum Guides)

Submit Application on Parent Lounge/
Parent Orbit
Grace Lutheran College, School Links, Curriculum Information.
Please note the submission deadlines on the school calendar.

The College reviews the Application
Please note this can take up to 2 weeks, as the exiting and
receiving Learning Lead review the application with the final
approval from the Pathways Coordinator.

Confirmation Correspondence
Your child is to remain engaged in the learning and assesment
of the existing subject until the Subject Change Approval email
is received and eGrace is updated.
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DISCLAIMERS

1.	 Staffing and/or resource constraints oblige the College to remove subjects which are not sufficiently 
supported by student subject selection. All students impacted, their lower preference choice will be 
selected, or they will be asked to reselect from the subjects available.

2.	 If an insufficient number of students choose a given subject, it will be:
•	 withdrawn or
•	 offered as an alternative delivery subject (refer to Alternative Delivery section)

3.	 If a subject is oversubscribed class allocation will be based on the students’ preference order of the 
subject. (E.g. Students with the subject listed as a higher preference will be given priority in the subject). 

4.	 If a subject is oversubscribed at the time of subject changes, class allocation and the 
associate waiting list will be based on the date order of the subject change requests.   

5.	 The electives chosen for the curriculum each year will be arranged on timetable lines that optimises 
student choices.

•	 It is possible that two subjects that a student wishes to study may end up occurring on the same 
timetable line (therefore at the same time on the timetable). A choice will then have to be made 
between the two subjects.

POINTS OF CONTACT

If you or your child have questions about subjects or would like further information, the table below will 
guide you to the best point of contact.

SUBJECT TEACHER CONTACT EMAIL

Business/Accounting
Business Studies Pathways 
Change Makers 
Legal Studies 
Economics

Jayne Franklin jayne_franklin@glc.qld.edu.au

Dance
Drama 
Music  
Film Tv & New Media
Visual Art

Gail Crossley gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au

Design
Fashion 
Hospitality Practices
Practical Technology

Dwayne Blair dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au

mailto:Jayne_franklin@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:gail_crossley@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:dwayne_blair@glc.qld.edu.au
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Ancient/Modern History
Geography 
Languages

Michael Still michael_still@glc.qld.edu.au

English Michael Fichtenmayer michael_fichtenmayer@glc.qld.edu.au

Health & Physical Education Alyssa Beaufoy 
Kristy Sanford

alyssa_beaufoy@glc.qld.edu.au 
kristy_sanford@glc.qld.edu.au

Mathematics Joshua Ahern joshua_ahern@glc.qld.edu.au

Religion & Ethics Miriam Power miriam_power@glc.qld.edu.au

Science Dominique Ridley dominique_ridley@glc.qld.edu.au

Other points of contact which may be helpful include:

ROLE TEACHER CONTACT EMAIL

Teaching & Learning Hayley Lalor 
Jonathan Brough

teachingandlearning@glc.qld.edu.au

Diverse Learning 
Lead

Michelle Brown diverselearning@glc.qld.edu.au

Academic Enrichment 
Coordinator

Leigh-ann Forman academicenrichment@glc.qld.edu.au

Pathways 
Coordinator

Robert Flynn careers@glc.qld.edu.au

VET Manager Leisa Jones vet@glc.qld.edu.au

mailto:michael_still@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:michael_fichtenmayer@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:alyssa_beaufoy@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:kristy_sanford@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:joshua_ahern@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:miriam_power@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:dominique_ridley@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:teachingandlearning@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:diverselearning@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:academicenrichment@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:careers@glc.qld.edu.au
mailto:vet@glc.qld.edu.au
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QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (QCE)

Queensland’s senior secondary schooling qualification referred to as the QCE is internationally 
recognised and provides evidence of senior schooling achievements and is awarded when the specific 
requirements are met.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE QCE

To receive a QCE, students must achieve the set amount of 
learning, at the set standard, in a set pattern, while meeting 
literacy and numeracy requirements.

The set amount is 20 credits from contributing courses of 
study, including:

•	 QCAA-developed subjects or courses
•	 Vocational education and training (VET) qualifications
•	 Non-Queensland studies
•	 Recognised studies
Students must meet literacy and numeracy requirements. 

A credit is the minimum amount of learning at the set standard that can contribute towards the QCE:

•	 A pass or ‘C’ grade for one semester of a school subject
•	 Certificate I - Competent in all units
•	 Certificate II, III or IV - Competence in at least one quarter of the units
•	 The number of credits allocated depends on whether the VET qualification is Certificate II or higher 

as not all vocational qualifications are given the same value.
  

	 To read more information about the QCE requirements and see fact sheets click here

MYQCE - LEARNING ACOUNT

The College assists students to track their progress/credits towards achieving a QCE during their senior 
school. Each student will have a learning account they can access using a Learner Unique Identifier (LUI) 
and a password.

  
	 To read more information and to access your child’s learning account click here

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce
https://myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
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ACADEMIC MONITORING

Academic Monitoring is a holistic process where progress is monitored on a regular basis to:

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE QCE

The Academic Monitoring process begins with the GEL Teacher from a holistic perspective, at regular 
intervals throughout the year. During this time in GEL, students review their own performance and self-
reflect. Academic Monitoring is also conducted from a subject based lens, where the class teacher may 
refer a student’s underperformance or risk in a particular subject to the Learning Lead.

POSSIBLE ACTIONS FROM ACADEMIC MONITORING
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Recommendation for 
Subject Change

College staff will contact the parent/guardian to recommend that the 
parent/guardian submit a subject change via Parent Lounge for their 
child.

Subject Transfer College staff will enact a subject change on behalf of the parent/
guardian/student due to the child being at academic risk. The parent/
guardian is advised after the transfer is enacted.

Recommendation for 
Pathway Change

College staff will contact the parent/guardian to recommend that 
the student changes from an ATAR and QCE pathway to a QCE 
only pathway, generally due to academic performance or subject 
combinations taking into consideration a student’s pathway directions.

WHERE A STUDENT:
GENERAL SUBJECTS SUBJECT TRANSFER ACTION

Receives an 
‘Unsatisfactory’ result 
in Unit 1

•	 The student will meet with their Pathway specialist.
•	 A subject change will be recommended.
•	 Parents/guardians will be emailed to recommend that a subject 

change is submitted on Parent Lounge. (This may impact a student’s 
pathway changing from ATAR & QCE to QCE only)

Receives an 
‘Unsatisfactory’ result 
across Unit 1 and 2

•	 The student will meet with their Pathway specialist.
•	 A subject transfer will be enacted (where possible in the timetable 

design).
•	 Parents/guardians will be made aware that the change has 

occurred via email from the Pathway Specialist/Learning Lead. (This 
may impact on a student’s pathway changing from ATAR & QCE to 
QCE only)
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SUBJECT TYPES IN YEAR 11 AND 12

CORE SUBJECTS An English Subject

A Mathematics Subject

ELECTIVE 
SUBJECTS

General Subjects Course of study is based on a syllabus that has been issued 
by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(QCAA) and involves an external exam.
Results count in the calculation of a student’s final school-
based mark as well as their ATAR.

Applied Subjects Course of study is based on a syllabus that has been 
issued by the QCAA but does not have an external exam. 
Designed for students who may be exploring pathways 
after high school that do not involve university study. Results 
count in the calculation of a student’s final school-based 
mark as well as their ATAR.

Vocational 
Certificate Subjects

Course of study results in competency in modules of work 
leading to the achievement of a certificate.

Queensland Tertiary Admission Centre (QTAC) is responsible for ATAR calculations and in turn determines 
the weighting of subjects (referred to as ‘inter-subject scaling’). Scaling is fluid year to year and can only 
ever be used as a guide. More information regarding QTAC and scaling click here

A student can do a combination of subject types when determining their pathway, it is important to be 
aware that all subjects have different scaling when it comes to calculating the ATAR. For more information 
and fact sheets from QTAC about the ATAR click here

STRUCTURE OF YEAR 11 AND 12

Unit 1 typically starts in Term 4 Year 10 (except for Religion and Ethics that starts at the beginning of 
Year 10). All senior subjects are organised into 4 units of work.

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4

FORMATIVE
Designed to prepare students for Unit 3 and 4 
Unit 1 (Satisfactory Achievement) contributes 1 
credit towards the QCE

Unit 2 (Satisfactory Achievement) contributes 1 
credit towards the QCE

SUMMATIVE
Contributes towards a student’s ATAR Calculation 

Unit 3 and 4 (Satisfactory Achievement) must both 
be completed and collectively contribute 2 credits 
towards for the QCE

https://qtac-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/ATAR_Report_2025.pdf
https://www.qtac.edu.au/atar/
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UNITS 3 AND 4

3 Internal (school based) 
Assessments

•	 Contributes to 75% of the subject’s overall result, except for 
Science and Mathematics subjects where it contributes 50%

•	 Instruments are endorsed for use by the QCAA with results 
confirmed by the QCAA

1 External Assessment •	 Contributes to 25% of the subject’s overall result, except for 
Science and Mathematics subjects where it contributes 50%

•	 Exams are set and marked externally by the QCAA but facilitated 
by the College

AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK (ATAR)

The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) is responsible for calculating ATARs. QTAC will 
calculate ATARs based on either:

A student’s best five General subject results

OR

A student’s best results in a combination 
of four General subject results, plus one 
Applied learning subject result. 
(Eligible Applied learning subjects are a 
QCAA Applied subject, or Certificate III, 
or Certificate IV, or Diploma, or Advanced 
diploma)

If a student is eligible for an ATAR in both categories, QTAC will use their highest ATAR.

ATAR Eligibility requires students to attain a satisfactory result (equivalent to a Pass or ‘C’) of:

•	 A QCAA English subject - English, Essential English, Literature, English and Literature Extension.

While students must meet this standard to be eligible to receive an ATAR, it doesn’t 
mean a student’s English result to be included in the calculation of their ATAR.

 For more information and fact sheets from QTAC about the ATAR click here

https://www.qtac.edu.au/atar/
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SENIOR LEARNING PATHWAYS

In Year 11 and 12, students will have two pathways available to them:

University Entry Students who wish to study at 
University to acquire degree level 
qualifications should select subjects 
that ensure ATAR eligibility. Applied 
subjects or Certificate III or IV courses 
will contribute to an ATAR but will not 
be scaled as highly as a General 
Subject in their contribution to the ATAR

The recommended study plan is:
•	 A minimum of five General 

subjects
•	 The sixth subject could be:
        • A General Subject
        • An Applied Subject
        • A Certificate Course

Work Readiness 
and Further 
Training

Students who wish to transition into 
full time or part time employment, 
apprenticeships or traineeships or 
vocational training after senior school.

The recommended study plan is:
•	 Any combination of Applied, 

Certificate and General Subjects 
to the equivalent of 6 Subjects

•	 The program in senior school 
could also include a School 
Based Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship

Regardless of pathway, it is a College decision that students are required to study:

•	 An English subject
•	 A Mathematics subject
•	 Religion and Ethics
•	 Core Physical Education
•	 Four other subjects according to one of the bove pathways
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SUBJECT CHOICES FOR YEAR 10 2027

In Year 10 students are required to study all Core Subjects and 3 of the Elective Subjects listed below.

CORE SUBJECTS

Religion & Ethics

English  
(English, Literature or Essential English)
Mathematics
(General Mathematics, Mathematical Methods, or Essential Mathematics)
Science
(Science Natural and / or Science Physical or General Science)
Physical Education (Core)

Sport

Change Makers (Civics & Citizenship)

ELECTIVE SUBJECTS
(Select three of the options below)
Ancient/Modern History 
Applied Science & Engineering 
Business/Accounting
Business Studies
Certificate Pathway Vocational
Dance
Design
Digital Solutions 
Drama 
Economics 
Fashion
Film, Television & New Media

Food & Nutrition
Hospitality Practices	
Japanese
Legal Studies 
Music
Physical Education
Practical Technology 
Science Natural
Science Physical 
Specialist Mathematics
Visual Art

*Special requirements of VET qualifications (Certificate Pathway Vocational) are outlined at the back 
of this guide.

Students can nominate Science General as part of the Subject Selection process, however if this 
subject is chosen then the student cannot undertake a Science subject in Year 11. Students studying 
Science General need to ensure this does not impact their pathway options in the future and a Careers 
Appointment would be recommended.
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RELIGION & ETHICS CORE

ACADEMIC MONITORING
Where ‘Unsatisfactory’ is achieved at the end of 
Unit 1 communications will be sent to parents/

guardians for awareness.

In Year 10 students complete Unit 1 and Unit 2 of the Religion and Ethics Applied subject. Units 3 and 
4 will be completed in Year 11. Religion and Ethics focuses on the personal, relational and spiritual 
perspectives of human experience. Students investigate and critically reflect on the role and function of 
religion and ethics in society. 

Students investigate topics such as the meaning of life, spirituality, purpose and destiny, life choices, 
moral and ethical issues and justice and explore how these are dealt with in various religious, spiritual 
and ethical traditions. They examine how personal beliefs, values and spiritual identity are shaped and 
influenced by factors such as family, culture, gender, race, class and economic issues. Students gain 
knowledge and understanding and develop the ability to think critically and communicate concepts 
relevant to their lives and the world in which they live. 

UNIT ASSESSMENT

SEMESTER 1 Unit 1 
Social Justice

FIA1- Project- Human dignity

SEMESTER 2 Unit 2 
Investigation and What Makes a Story 
Sacred (Term 3)
Sacred Story Project (Term 4)

FIA2 – Investigation – What makes a story 
sacred?
FIA3 – Project – Sacred Story

PATHWAYS

In Year 10 students complete Unit 1 and Unit 2 of the Religion and Ethics Applied subject. Units 3 
and 4 will be completed in Year 11. Successful completion of the 4 Units can contribute towards 
a student’s ATAR score. In Year 11, students can elect to take Study of Religion (SoR) instead of 
completing the full Religion & Ethics course, in negotiation with Teaching and Learning. SoR is a full 
2-year course across Years 11 and 12. 

A course of study in Religion and Ethics can establish a basis for further education in any field, as it 
helps students develop the skills and personal attributes necessary for engaging efficiently, effectively, 
and positively in future life roles. It helps students develop an understanding of themselves in the 
context of their family, their community, and the workplace.   In Year 11, students can elect to take 
Study of Religion instead of completing the full Religion & Ethics course, in negotiation with Teaching 
and Learning. SOR is a full 2-year course across Years 11 and 12. 
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ENGLISH (GENERAL) CORE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or higher in Year 9 English

The Year 10 English Course is underpinned by the fundamental requirements of Australian Curriculum 
in terms of General Capabilities and the three strands – Language, Literature and Literacy. This course 
prepares students for the rigours of Senior English (General) or Literature, by further developing the 
essential learnings including:

•	 An ability to shape texts that achieve a variety of cultural purposes
•	 An understanding of a variety of texts in contexts
•	 An ability to use language with accuracy and mastery
•	 An understanding of the construction of a wide range of literary and non-literary texts

UNIT ASSESSMENT

SEMESTER 1 •	 The Power of the Podium (written)
•	 The Butler Did it – An exploration of 

Crime Fiction (Written)

•	 A short story
•	 Two analytical essay responses
•	 One spoken piece: an 

imaginative performance

SEMESTER 2 •	 Classic Novel 
•	 The World of Shakespeare (Spoken)

PATHWAYS

Year 10 English is preparation for the rigorous demands of English and Literature in Years 11 and 12. 
Students who struggle to achieve a C standard in the analytical essay responses may be better suited 
to Essential English.

A course of study in English promotes open-mindedness, imagination, critical awareness, and 
intellectual flexibility — skills that can establish a basis for further education and prepare students for 
local and global citizenship, and for lifelong learning across a wide range of contexts.



        YEAR 10 CURRICULUM GUIDE  |  25

LITERATURE CORE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a B or higher in Year 9 English

Students in Literature will complete the same task types and units of study as English but with a 
focus solely on literary texts. This program is aimed at students who might be interested in studying 
Literature in Years 11 and 12. Some of the novels and text types do have increased difficulty 
compared with English. This subject prepares students for Senior English (General), Literature and 
English and Literature Extension.

UNIT ASSESSMENT

SEMESTER 1 •	 Genre Fiction – Students explore 
and create pieces of fiction within the 
Thriller, Mystery or Noir genre (Written)

•	 Literature of the Shoah – This unit 
explores the events of the holocaust 
through a range of literature including 
novels, graphic novels, poetry and 
art. Asking the question, “how does 
literature create empathy?”

•	 Written Creative task 
(assignment)

•	 Written literary essay 
(assignment)

•	 Written analytical task (practice 
for external exams)

•	 Spoken creative (Group 
assignment)

SEMESTER 2 •	 Study of the classic novel 1984
•	 The World of Shakespeare – Romeo 

and Juliet or Macbeth (Spoken)

PATHWAYS

The course is designed for entry into both Senior Literature or English (General).
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ESSENTIAL ENGLISH CORE
PRE-REQUISITES Year 9 English or Essential English

Essential English is a subject for students looking at a post school pathway that does not require an 
English (General) prerequisite. It has a greater focus on the practical uses of language. It has less focus 
on analysis and explores the function of language to create meaning across different mediums and 
contexts. The subject offers an alternative and promotes language efficiency especially as it relates to 
workplace communication. 

Success in Essential English in Year 11 and 12 does allow a student to be eligible for a QCE. The aim 
of this subject is to improve preparedness for work, apprenticeships, traineeships or further study by 
increasing literacy skills. 

UNIT ASSESSMENT

SEMESTER 1 •	 Playing the Game – creation of a video 
game story and a film study

•	 Written video game proposal 
assignment 

•	 Film review assignment

SEMESTER 2 •	 Survival Stories and Language of 
Protest

•	 Survival journal assignment 
•	 Persuasive language and 

analysis exam

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Essential English develops and refines students’ understanding of language, 
literature and literacy to enable them to interact confidently and effectively with others in everyday, 
community and social contexts and prepare students for further education and employment.
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS CORE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or higher in Year 9 Mathematics

The mathematical concepts and processes in General Mathematics provide students with 
opportunities to make meaning of their world. It aims to give direction for students as lifelong learners 
who have knowledge of mathematics and when and where to apply their learned mathematics.

UNIT ASSESSMENT

SEMESTER 1 •	 Statistics and Probability
•	 Number and Algebra
•	 Networks and planning

•	 Term 1 Exam
•	 Term 2 Exam

SEMESTER 2 •	 Sketching, factorising and solving 
simple Quadratic Functions

•	 Measurement and Geometry
•	 Trigonometry

•	 Term 3 Problem Solving Modelling 
Task 

•	 Term 4 Exam

PATHWAYS

Year 10 General Mathematics is a prerequisite for Year 11 and 12 General Mathematics only. 
Students who study Year 10 General Mathematics are not eligible to enrol in Year 11 Mathematical 
Methods.

A course of study in General Mathematics can provide a foundation for further education in fields 
such as business, commerce, education, finance, information technology, social sciences, and the arts.
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS CORE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or higher in Year 9 Mathematics

The mathematical concepts and processes studied in Year 10 Mathematical Methods prepare 
students for the high demands in Year 11 Mathematical Methods by providing them with a solid 
foundation. 

UNIT ASSESSMENT

SEMESTER 1 •	 Number and Algebra 1 
•	 Linear Functions 
•	 Indices 
•	 Growth and Decay 
•	 Logarithms 
•	 Networks 

•	 Term 1 Exam
•	 Semester 1 Exam

SEMESTER 2 •	 Trigonometry including Unit Circle, Sine and 
Cosine Rule and Area of a Triangle 

•	 Conditional Probability 
•	 Quadratic Functions 

•	 Term 3 Exam 
•	 Term 4 PSMT on 

Quadratic Modelling 

PRE-REQUISITES

Students must have completed the mainstream course work at Year 9 level. Past experience shows 
that students who experience success in Year 10 Mathematical Methods have achieved a grade of B 
or better in Year 9 Mathematics and at least a C in English. 

Mathematical Methods is a developmental subject, and students need to maintain the knowledge 
and skills developed over the course. Homework is therefore essential to support and consolidate 
work done in class. Approximately two to three hours of homework/study per week are expected to 
progress in the subject. A scientific calculator (or graphing calculator) is essential. 

PATHWAYS

Year 10 Mathematical Methods is the prerequisite for Mathematical Methods in Year 11and 12. 
Students who have not studied Mathematical Methods in Year 10 should not expect to be enrolled in 
Year 11 Mathematical Methods. 

A course in Mathematical Methods can establish a basis for further education in the fields of:  
•	 Natural and physical sciences (especially physics and chemistry), 
•	 Mathematics and science education, medical and health sciences (including human biology, 

biomedical science, nanoscience and forensics), 
•	 Engineering (including chemical, civil, electrical and mechanical engineering, avionics, 

communications and mining), 
•	 Computer science (including electronics and software design), psychology and business. 
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ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS CORE

Year 10 Essential Mathematics begins the foundations of Senior Essential Mathematics studies where 
students develop skills on estimation, problem-solving and reasoning. Students will start to develop 
skills to interpret and use mathematics to make informed predictions and decisions about personal 
and financial priorities, real world measurement and the benefits of technology in mathematics.  

In Semester 2 students will complete the Short Numeracy Course. This course has been designed 
by QCAA to develop practical numeracy skills for life, work and further education, contributing one 
credit towards their QCE.  

UNIT ASSESSMENT

SEMESTER 1 •	 Networks and planning 
•	 Trigonometry including bearings 

using right-angled triangles 
•	 Number and algebra 
•	 Linear equations and solving 

simultaneous equations both 
graphically and algebraically 

•	 Term 1 Exam
•	 Term 2 Exam

SEMESTER 2 •	 Short Numeracy course 
•	 Measurement 
•	 Percentage profit and loss 
•	 Wages and salary 
•	 Interest and loans 
•	 Data and graphs 

•	 Short Numeracy Course 
•	 Term 3 Assignment 
•	 Term 4 Assignment 
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SCIENCE (GENERAL) CORE ELECTIVE
If Science General is chosen, then students cannot undertake a Science subject in Year 11. Students 
need to ensure this does not impact their pathway options in the future and a careers appointment 
would be recommended. 

This course follows the Australian curriculum and covers the content in Chemistry and Biology in 
Semester 1 and Physics and Earth Science in Semester 2. This course has practical focus and aims 
to engage students in finding solutions to real world problems. 

UNIT

SEMESTER 1 Chemistry – Students investigate different types of chemical reactions and how they 
are used to produce various products. They explore how factors such as temperature 
and catalysts influence reaction rates, make predictions, and gather data. 

Biology – Students examine how genes influence body function and use models 
to understand inheritance patterns. They investigate how natural selection changes 
the gene pool and consider genetic testing for counselling, embryo selection, and 
medical treatments, as well as ethical issues surrounding sharing genetic information 
through at-home testing kits. 

SEMESTER 2 Physics – Students will explore Newton’s laws of motion and analyse the relationship 
between force, mass and acceleration. 

Earth Science – Students will describe how the big bang theory models the origin 
and evolution of the universe. Students will use models of energy flow between Earth’s 
spheres to explain patterns of global climate change. 

ASSESSMENT

Written Tests 
•	 Student Experiments
•	 Research Investigations 
•	 Folios of work

PATHWAYS

This course is designed for students who have an interest in science but do not wish to pursue Biology, 
Chemistry, Engineering, Physics or Psychology in Years 11 and 12.
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SCIENCE (NATURAL) CORE ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or higher in Year 9 Science

This course covers the content in Biology and Earth Science Australian Curriculum in Semester 1 
and will incorporate relevant Physics and Chemistry concepts. In Semester 2 the focus is on the 
Senior Courses of Biology and Psychology. Psychology aims to engage with concepts that explain 
behaviours and underlying conditions. Biology aims to investigate natural systems of the living world 
and the diversity of organisms within it.
 

UNIT

SEMESTER 1 Earth and Environmental Science – Global Systems 
An introduction to Earth’s major systems and cycles, examining how energy and 
matter move through the atmosphere, biosphere, geosphere, and hydrosphere, and 
how these interactions influence climate change. 
Biology – Natural Selection, Genetics, and Genetically Modified Organisms. An 
investigation into genetic inheritance, evolution through natural selection, and the 
ethical issues surrounding genetic modification and human intervention in natural 
processes. 
Chemical Science - Periodic Table and Chemical reactions. Students are introduced 
to the way atoms are organised in the periodic table and investigate factors that 
affect the rate of a reaction. 
Physical Science - Newton’s laws of motion. Students are introduced to Newton’s 
three laws of motion and quantitatively analyse the relationship between force, mass 
and acceleration. 

SEMESTER 2 Psychology – Sampling Methods, Experimental Design and Memory. Exploring 
scientific methods, experimental design, data collection and research within 
Psychology. Students will examine the different types of memory, how memories are 
formed and explore how memories are retrieved. 
Biology – Cell Biology. Examining the parts and processes within plant and animal 
cells that allow life to flourish in a wide range of environments, experimentally 
investigating the actions of enzymes and how cells transport materials across the cell 
membrane. 

ASSESSMENT

Written Tests 
•	 Data Tests and Written Exams 
•	 Research Investigations

PATHWAYS

Natural Science prepares students for Year 11 and 12 Biology and/or Psychology. Biology supports 
pathways into fields such as medicine, veterinary science, biotechnology, environmental science and 
conservation, while Psychology provides foundations for careers in areas including health, social 
work, business, marketing, law and education. 



32  |  YEAR 10 CURRICULUM GUIDE

SCIENCE (PHYSICAL) CORE ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a B or higher in Year 9 Science

CO-REQUISITES Mathematical Methods

This course covers the content in Chemistry and Physics Australian Curriculum in Semester 1 and 
will incorporate relevant Biology and Earth Science concepts. In Semester 2 the subject provides 
a foundation of knowledge combined with investigative, analytical and experimental skills that will 
support students in their study of Year 11 and 12 Physics and Chemistry. 

UNIT ASSESSMENT

Chemistry - The relationships and trends of the elements 
that make up the Period Table are studied, and students 
apply this knowledge to predict and use the characteristics 
of elements. Influences on reaction rates are explored and 
skills in writing chemical formulas and balanced chemical 
equations are developed.   
Students will also be introduced to calculations in 
Chemistry which form a foundation for further study in 
Chemistry. 

The assessment is designed to model the 
types of assessment students experience 
in Years 11 and 12, preparing them for 
the rigours of senior science. Assessment 
tasks include: 

•	 Data tests and written exams 
•	 Research investigations 
•	 Student experiments (including 

research, modifying experiments, 
and conducting experiments) 

Physics - The concepts of motion, force and energy are 
investigated. Students investigate Kinematics and Forces, 
including friction, through experimental investigations. 
Students will also be introduced to thermodynamics which 
form a foundation for further study in Physics. 

PATHWAYS

Physical Science leads to Year 11 and 12 Chemistry and/or Physics. 

A course of study in Chemistry can establish a basis for further education in the fields of forensic 
science, environmental science, engineering, medicine, pharmacy and sports science. 

A course of study in Physics can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of 
science, engineering, medicine and technology. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION CORE

Students will learn about different ways of improving and maintaining health by investigating nutrition and 
healthy eating. They will investigate dietary recommendations and guidelines as well as establishing the 
skills to identify and establish healthy eating habits for a range of contexts throughout life. Additionally, 
students will be involved in a range of physical activities that cover essential physical movements and 
allow them to explore and develop strategies for improving personal fitness and community connection. 
They will learn to engage in and about physical activity and be exposed to a range of activities they will 
be able to continue after leaving Grace Lutheran College. 

UNIT ASSESSMENT

•	 Net Sports
•	 Community Fitness 
•	 Respectful Relationships 
•	 Nutrition  

Assessment of progress in Physical Education will 
follow these criteria: 

•	 Ongoing observation of performance and 
refinement of strategies for improvement in 
practical units 

•	 Completion of written tasks and folios for 
Health-based units. 

PATHWAYS

Year 10 Physical Education serves as a foundational pathway to further study, leading into Year 11 
and 12 Physical Education (General), as well as Year 11 and 12 Sport and Recreation. 
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CHANGE MAKERS 
(Civics & Citizenship)

CORE

In this innovative project-based learning (PBL) subject, students are empowered to catalyse impactful 
change within their communities, whether that be locally, nationally or globally by harnessing social-
entrepreneurial skills through the College’s INSPIRE design thinking process. Through a dynamic Civics 
and Citizenship curriculum, students immerse themselves in understanding real-world issues, identifying 
opportunities for improvement and conceptualising innovative solutions. 

This engaging subject connects classroom learning with real-life experiences, providing students with 
practical knowledge and skills relevant to their future. The course includes hands-on tasks, interactive 
activities, and collaborative projects designed to reflect real-world issues. Students will gain insight from 
experiences and guest speakers who are key stakeholders across various industries, offering firsthand 
perspectives and valuable guidance. 

UNIT ASSESSMENT

Students embark on a journey of empathy, research, ideation, 
prototyping, and iteration, guided by the principles of the INSPIRE 
design thinking process. With a focus on social entrepreneurship, 
students learn to develop sustainable solutions that not only 
address pressing societal challenges but also create economic 
value. By fostering empathy, communication, collaboration, 
critical thinking, and creativity, this subject cultivates a generation 
of changemakers poised to make a meaningful difference in the 
world. 

Students will engage in social issue topics which could include: 
•	 Ocean health and habitat 
•	 Food waste and hunger 
•	 Sustainable agriculture and environment 
•	 Affordable housing and homelessness. 

Portfolio of tasks which includes 
presentation, prototype and 
poster. The presentation will be 
showcased to the community which 
will serve as a platform for students 
to articulate their vision, share their 
journey of discovery and ideation, 
and demonstrate the impact of their 
solutions on their chosen social 
issue. 

PATHWAYS

This subject equips students with a myriad of transferable skills essential for success in life beyond 
school. 

By engaging in real-world problem-solving, students develop critical thinking abilities that 
enable them to analyse complex issues, identify root causes, and devise innovative solutions. The 
collaborative nature of the subject fosters effective communication and teamwork skills, preparing 
students to excel in diverse professional environments. 
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ANCIENT/MODERN 
HISTORY ELECTIVE

Understanding modern and ancient historical events, people, places and cultures assists students in a 
plethora of knowledge and skills which inform many areas of study. In the current Core History Course 
(Years 7-9) students study historical periods up to the end of World War II (1945). Elective History gives 
students the opportunity to study more modern and recent events and contextualise their world today. 

Ancient History allows students to delve deeper into antiquity and the foundations of modern western 
civilisation. Students develop research skills which assist them to locate information that is specialised and 
unique to their own investigations. Throughout the course students are taught the value of evaluating the 
origins of historical documents, their reliability and usefulness. This course is designed to directly feed into 
the Senior History Courses in their respective disciplines of Ancient History and Modern History, which 
are offered as separate subjects in Years 11 and 12. Students will develop key literacy skills and come 
to evaluate and analyse historical sources to give opinion and arguments regarding historical events, 
people and changes over time. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Revolutions: 
•	 Modern Revolutions – Russian, American and French Revolutions, 

Iran 1979, the Arab Spring 2011, Indian Independence 
Movement, Chinese Communist Revolution 

•	 Ancient Revolutions – Roman Civil War, Spartacus Slave Revolt 
(Servile Wars), Boudicca and the Iceni Revolt, Ionian Revolt. 

•	 Independent Source 
Investigation 

•	 Research Essay 
Assignment 

•	 Response to Stimulus 
Short Response Exam 

•	 Response to Stimulus 
Essay Exam The Cold War:

•	 Korea, Vietnam, Space Race, Berlin Wall, Cuban Missile Crisis, 
and Collapse of the Soviet Union.

Ancient Religions:
•	 Gods and mythologies and their impact on societies. 
•	 Egypt, Greece and Rome – pantheons of gods and their worship 
•	 How religion was a part of every facet of society.

The Age of Terrorism:
•	 A post 9/11 world and the Middle East. An investigation into the 

events of September 11, 2001, and the aftermath including the 
War on Terror (Afghanistan and Iraq).

PATHWAYS

Ancient History and Modern History are offered as separate subjects in Years 11 and 12, supporting 
further study in fields such as archaeology, education, law, politics, media, and social sciences. The 
Year 10 course aligns with senior Ancient and Modern History, so students intending to take these 
subjects in Years 11–12 are strongly encouraged to study Year 10 History. 
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APPLIED SCIENCE & 
ENGINEERING ELECTIVE

PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a B or Higher in Year 9 Science

CO-REQUISITES Mathematical Methods

In Applied Science and Engineering students focus on the practical application of science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics knowledge to solve problems and develop solutions 
for real-world problems in a variety of situations. Students will recognise and describe complex 
problems, determine solution success criteria, develop and communicate ideas and predict, 
generate, evaluate and refine prototype solutions within a science context. 

The problem-based learning framework in Applied Science and Engineering encourages students 
to become self-directed learners and develop beneficial collaboration and management skills. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Biomedical Engineering: Students learn about human 
anatomy and the mechanics of human tissue. They are 
then given the challenge to design novels and prototypes 
for improved medical treatments and devices.

The assessment is designed to model the 
types of assessment experienced in Year 
11 and 12: 

•	 Scientific reports and data analysis 
•	 Project – folio 
•	 Prototype models Physics and Aeronautics: Students will investigate the 

forces caused by moving air and apply them to designs 
of rockets so they may function correctly, efficiently and 
safely.

PATHWAYS

Studying Applied Science and Engineering maintains a broad range of options available to students 
for future subjects and career choices. The subject provides a foundation of knowledge combined 
with investigative, analytical and experimental skills that will support students in their study of Year 
11 and 12 Science and Engineering courses. A course in Applied Science and Engineering can 
establish a basis for further education in the fields of applied science, engineering, medicine, 
technology, forensic science, environmental science, medicine, pharmacy, and sports science. 
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BUSINESS /ACCOUNTING ELECTIVE

Business and Accounting is relevant to all individuals in a rapidly changing, technology-focused and 
innovation- driven society. Through studying this subject, students are challenged academically and 
exposed to authentic and real-life practices. The knowledge and skills developed in Business and 
Accounting will allow students to contribute meaningfully to society, the workforce and the marketplace 
and prepare them as potential employees, employers, leaders, managers and entrepreneurs of the 
future. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Superstore Giants - Students visit a ‘Superstore Giant’ to analyse the 
marketing strategies and sustainability strategies of the business. Students 
analyse and evaluate the successfulness of the ‘Superstore Giant’.

•	 Written Exams
•	 Assignments

Fundamentals of Business (Unit 1, Topic 1 of Senior Syllabuses) 
-Students are introduced to the fundamentals of business developed 
through four themes: business goals and strategies, environmental 
factors, leadership and management, and business processes and 
systems. Students will explore case studies that will further develop their 
comprehension and analysis of the fundamentals of business through an 
authentic business context.
Real World Accounting (Unit 1, Topic 1 of Senior Syllabus) - Students 
will consider real-world applications of accounting to develop an 
understanding of the role, purpose and uses of accounting. Students will 
be focusing on accounting for a service business where they will explore 
cash, accounts receivable, accounts payable and no GST. 

PATHWAYS

Follows onto Year 11 and 12 subjects Business and Accounting, and year 11 and 12 Diploma of 
Business. 

A course of study in Business & Accounting can establish a basis for further education in the fields 
of business management, business development, entrepreneurship, business analytics, economics, 
business law, accounting and finance, international business, marketing, human resources 
management and business information systems. 
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Financial Investing 
Students investigate and understand processes involved in a variety of investment options to assist them in being informed in the future in regard to investing for financial gain. Trends and patterns of financial data are analysed to critically evaluate cycles within a variety of financial investing options e.g. Real Estate Industry and Share market industry
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BUSINESS STUDIES ELECTIVE

Business Studies is an Applied subject that provides opportunities for students to develop practical 
business knowledge, understanding and skills for use, participation and work in a range of business 
contexts. 

Students explore business principles and develop business practices to produce solutions to real life 
situations and business simulations. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Literacy and Numeracy - Students complete various 
activities to test and improve their literacy and numeracy 
skills.

Business Studies will have a practical 
focus on all assessments to ensure all 
skills are relevant to the workplace. 
Assessment types will include 
workbooks, portfolios, practical tasks, 
and observation of skills. 

Introduction to Microsoft Office Programs - Students 
learn basic to more advanced skills in the Microsoft Office 
package which will simulate a work environment.

Organisations and Work Teams -  Students work in teams 
to develop activities to run at a local primary school. This 
practical unit assists students in developing organisational, 
interpersonal and communication skills.

Business Venture - This service-learning unit enables 
students to run a business venture where they undertake 
various roles. These roles may include Marketing, Finance 
and Operations. The money raised by the business venture 
will be donated to charity.

PATHWAYS

Business Studies continued through to Year 11 & 12 and can lead to pathways in education and 
employment in office administration, data entry, retail, sales, reception, small business, finance 
administration, public relations management, event administration and marketing. 
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DANCE ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

Dance is made available for students from a wide range of abilities and experiences. The program 
seeks to provide a foundation for performance, choreography and responding as well as offering 
those students who are already skilled practitioners opportunities to extend themselves. Dance aims 
to foster creative and expressive communication. It uses the body as an instrument for expression and 
communication of ideas. It provides opportunities for students to critically examine and reflect on their 
world through higher order thinking and movement. It encourages the holistic development of a person, 
providing a way of knowing about oneself, others and the world. Students apply critical thinking and 
literacy skills to create, demonstrate, express and reflect on meaning made through movement. Exploring 
dance through the lens of making and responding, students learn to pose and solve problems, and work 
independently and collaboratively. They develop aesthetic and kinesthetic intelligence and personal and 
social skills. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Narrative Connections/Style Fusion: 
Students explore a fusion of dance genres 
including Contemporary, Jazz, Hip 
Hop and Lyrical. They discover how key 
choreographers can influence their own 
hybrid choreographic and performance 
style. 

•	 Choreographing: Students use dance components 
to create movement and to structure and organise 
dance into a cohesive whole that reflects and intent. 

•	 Performing: Performance is concerned with the 
development of physical, expressive and technical 
skills in both informal and formal settings. Through 
engaging in, and reflecting on performance, 
students realise the body’s potential as an instrument 
of expression, developing positive self-esteem and 
building confidence in personal physicality. 

•	 Responding: Dance Appreciation involves students 
analysing their own and others’ dance across a 
range of contexts. Through dance appreciation, 
students develop an understanding that dance is a 
recognised and popular form of social interaction 
and is a living expression of culture, spirituality and 
history. 

•	 Project: Students will complete a project that 
integrates performance, choreography and 
responding.  

Cultural Connections/World Dance: 
Asian forms, Classical Indian and 
Bollywood. 

Urban Connections/Stomp and Film: 
Stomp, Body Percussion and Hip Hop. 
Students explore the use of alternate 
spaces in which to choreograph and film 
their work. 
21st Century Connections/Dance on 
Film: Students appreciate the technical 
and artistic choreographic works of filmed 
Contemporary performance. 

PATHWAYS

The subject enables students to develop a range of skills in choreography, performance, and the 
appreciation of dance, providing a strong foundation for the study of the senior subject, Dance. A 
course of study in Dance can establish pathways for further education within the field, as well as 
in broader areas of the creative industries and cultural institutions. Additionally, Dance fosters the 
development of creativity, a key 21st-century skill that is essential across almost all employment and 
career pathways. 
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DESIGN ELECTIVE

The Design subject gives students real world experience in design thinking, drawing and prototyping 
skills required to develop creative ideas in response to human needs, wants and opportunities. The 
course explores design fundamentals with a view to creating product designers for the future. Students 
will develop higher order thinking skills and learn a variety of design presentation and communication 
techniques. Our design course prepares students to have adaptable and resilient capabilities to design, 
think critically, and effectively communicate and collaborate to realise their ideas, in diverse situations. 

This subject has been developed to reinforce strong design engagement principles providing opportunities 
to create, visualise and make projects. The course focuses on problems and social issues by working in 
interdisciplinary teams to research and identify potential solutions through applied real-world complex 
projects within the themes of Place, People, Planet and Purpose. It extends concepts commenced in 
Middle School Design, further developing skills and techniques for real world application in design. 
Design is a critical part of solving some of the major issues facing our planet in the 21st century through 
innovative and visionary thinking. 

Areas of Study include Architecture, Fashion, Industrial Design, Interaction Design, Interior Architecture, 
Landscape Architecture and Visual Communication. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

•	 Design principles 
•	 Sketching (hand and digital) 
•	 Graphical Design 
•	 Prototyping ideas 
•	 Evaluation and refinement of design 

ideas 

Design focuses on the practical application of thinking, 
drawing and prototyping skills to create folios to meet 
design challenges. Students will be assessed by: 
•	 Assignments 
•	 Classwork Folio 
•	 Extended Response Test/Short Response Test 

PATHWAYS

Students considering taking senior subjects in Design are encouraged to study this course in Year 10 
to ensure quality grounding is established before entering the Year 11/12 Design. 

A course in Design can establish a basis for further education in the fields of architecture, digital 
media design, fashion design, graphic design, industrial design, interior design and landscape 
architecture. 
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DIGITAL SOLUTIONS ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or Higher in Year 9 Mathematics

CO-REQUISITES English

In Digital Solutions, students dive into the world of algorithms, computer languages, and user interfaces, crafting 
innovative digital solutions to real-world problems. They manipulate data and harness powerful applications to 
develop systems that not only present data efficiently but also ensure its security through encryption. Exploring 
ethical considerations and the impact of solutions on a personal, social and economic level. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Understanding Users and Defining Problems 
Students begin by identifying user needs and defining real-world problems. 
•	 Understanding user needs and contexts 
•	 Investigating problems and defining requirements 
•	 Exploring social, economic, and personal impacts of digital solutions.  

Assessment will 
include:  
•	 Technical 

proposals 
•	 Projects 
•	 Practical 

exercises 
•	 Writing tasks  
•	 Examinations  

Designing Digital Solutions 
Students develop ideas and plan effective solutions to problems. 
•	 Problem-solving processes and design thinking 
•	 Planning and structuring digital solutions 
•	 Evaluating potential impacts and usability 
Programming Fundamentals 
Students build foundational skills in coding and logic. 
•	 Programming concepts (variables, sequences, decisions, loops) 
•	 Working with a variety of programming languages
•	 Applying computational thinking to solve problems. 
Development of Web and Data Solutions 
Students create interactive and data-driven solutions. 
•	 Front-end web development (HTML, CSS, basic scripting)
•	 Designing and structuring databases 
•	 Managing and manipulating data effectively 
Creating and Evaluating Digital Solutions 
Students refine, test, and evaluate their work. 
•	 Constructing and refining digital products 
•	 Testing and debugging solutions 
•	 Evaluating effectiveness and impact on users

PATHWAYS

This subject prepares students for Year 11/12 Digital Solutions. Digital Solutions prepares students 
for education in a variety of digital contexts. It develops thinking skills that are relevant for digital and 
non-digital real-world challenges. It prepares them to be successful in a wide range of careers and 
provides them with skills to engage in and improve the society in which we work and play.
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DRAMA ELECTIVE

The study of drama aims to develop students’ knowledge, skills and understanding in the making of and 
responding to dramatic works to help them realise their creative and expressive potential as individuals. 
Year 10 Drama is a natural progression from the Yer 9 subject and provides and opportunity to further 
develop their skills in the areas of performance (presenting), creation of dramatic material (forming) and 
analysis of live performance (responding). 

Drama fosters creative and expressive communication. It interrogates human experience by investigating, 
communicating and embodying stories, experiences, emotions and ideas that reflect human experiences. 
It engages students in imaginative meaning-making process and involves them using a range of artistic 
skills as they make and respond to dramatic works. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Much Ado about Nothing  Shakespeare 
Students explore and devise using the 
conventions of Shakesperean theatre and 
production elements

Students will work collaboratively to perform a scene 
from a Shakespearean play. Students will demonstrate 
their ability to manipulate control; the elements of 
drama, dramatic conventions and performance and 
expressive skills.   

Greek Theatre  
Students explore Greek theatre and 
Contemporary drama conventions.

Students will work as a director to create a 
directorial version to express their own artistic voice 
by describing how a published text from the canon 
of Greek Theatre can be transformed using the 
conventions of Contemporary performance alongside 
manipulating the elements of drama.

The Production  
Students devise Greek theatre, 
Contemporary drama conventions and 
production elements.

Students will work collaboratively to perform a full-
length play, experiencing all the roles involved in the 
production and design of a theatre performance.

Theatre of Oppressed 
Students appreciate the dramatic elements 
and conventions in a performance.

Examination response to unseen questions utilising a 
seen stimulus that has been studied in class.

Students are required to attend live theatre as part of their assessment (approx. $30). Students are 
required to have drama ‘blacks’: plain black polo shirt and plain black trousers that allow movement, 
(not leggings or dance pants).

PATHWAYS

Drama in Year 10 directly articulates into the study of the senior subject. A course in Drama can 
establish a basis for further education in the field of drama and to broader areas in creative industries 
and cultural institutions. Diverse pathways may include fields such as psychology, social work, 
counselling, law, journalism and human relations.  
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ECONOMICS ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

Economics helps students understand how people, businesses, and governments make choices about 
using limited resources. Students explore real-world issues such as managing money, creating wealth, 
giving to others, and making smart investment decisions. The subject includes case studies of successful 
people, businesses, and countries to show how economic thinking applies to everyday life. 

Students take part in hands-on tasks, interactive activities with real-world contexts. They learn to examine 
data, explore different points of view, and use simple economic models to understand how markets 
work. The course builds skills in problem-solving, digital literacy and thinking like an economist. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Market Movements and Indicators 
Students explore how economic indicators, government policies, 
and market trends interact using the ASX. They examine the 
impact of inflation, interest rates, and unemployment on decisions 
and market performance, applying concepts like supply and 
demand, opportunity cost, and resource allocation through the 
ASX Schools Share market Game. 

Assessment techniques in 
Economics include Examinations 
(combination and extended 
responses) and assignments 
(investigation report).

Shaping the Economy 
Students analyse how fiscal policy influences economic 
performance and living standards. Using the Australian Budget, 
they evaluate taxation and spending decisions and their impact 
on Australia’s future. 
Government Intervention and Infrastructure 
Students investigate market failure and government intervention, 
focusing on infrastructure investment. They assess how fiscal 
policy stimulates growth, reduces inequality, and supports 
stability, with real-world insights from Brisbane projects such as 
Cross River Rail and Brisbane Airport. 
Markets and Models (Introduction to Senior Economics) 
Students are introduced to core concepts such as scarcity, 
choice, and resource allocation. They explore supply, demand, 
and price mechanisms, applying ideas like elasticity and market 
imbalances to Australian markets including agriculture, housing, 
and healthcare. 

PATHWAYS

Leads to Year 11 and 12 Economics subject. A course of study in Economics can establish a basis for 
further education in the fields of Economics, International Relations, Business, Finance, Public Policy, 
Banking and Government, Trade. 
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FASHION ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

In Fashion, students use their imaginations to create, innovate and express themselves and their ideas, 
and to design and produce design solutions in a range of fashion and textile contexts. Students learn 
to appreciate the design aesthetics of others while developing their own personal style and aesthetic. 

Students engage in a design process to plan, generate and produce fashion and textile items. They 
investigate textiles and materials and their characteristics and how these qualities impact their end use. 
They experiment with combining textiles and materials and how to make and justify aesthetic choices. 
They investigate fashion merchandising and marketing, the visual literacies of fashion and become 
discerning consumers of fashion while appraising and critiquing fashion items and trends as well as their 
own products. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Designer Fashionista 
Elements & principles of design; Australian 
designers. 

Assessments will include a combination of 
written and practical work in the form of Project 
Folios, Multimodal Presentations and Textile 
Products. Trends in the Hood 

Current trends in streetwear, with a focus on 
hoodies. 

Taking Textiles to the Community 
Service Learning project making textile items to 
benefit local community organisations. 

PATHWAYS

This subject prepares students for and gives a pathway into Year 11 and 12 Fashion (Applied 
Subject). 

A course of study in Fashion can establish a basis for further education in the fields of design,
personal styling, costume design, production manufacture, merchandising and retail. 
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FILM, TELEVISION & NEW MEDIA ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

Film, Television and New Media offers students the opportunity for the development of the 21st Century 
skills of creativity, social awareness and critical thinking. With an emphasis on practical assessment, 
students are encouraged to excel through collaboration and independent work. By studying this subject, 
students are encouraged to stop and question how reliable information is and to consider hidden 
messages and meanings. 

Film, Television and New Media will suit students who have an interest in film and media, a flair for 
creativity and an interest in or an ability to use new technologies. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Transmedia and Television Storytelling 
•	 Use pre-production formats to plan for a new concept 

for a television show 
•	 Use production equipment and editing software to 

develop a title sequence for a new TV show 

Students’ complete assignments in 
two different strands: MAKING and 
RESPONDING.  

Possible Assessment Techniques 
include: 
•	 Film Productions 
•	 Storyboarding 
•	 Film Treatments/pitches 
•	 Case Study Investigations 
•	 Stimulus Response Exams 

Music Videos 
•	 Analyse representations in Music Videos, exploring 

narrative and symbolic devices and techniques 
•	 Design and create your own music video using pre-

production formats, production processes, and post-
production technologies 

Foundation (Senior Syllabus Unit 1) 
•	 Develop understanding of foundational concepts and 

processes used in Film, Television and New Media 
•	 Carry out a Case Study Investigation into the way a 

moving-image media artist uses form to communicate 
meaning . 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

This subject might involve filming outside of school hours and on weekends. Students need earphones 
for when editing and a USB/external hard drive for backing up their production work.

PATHWAYS
This subject offers a direct pathway into Film, Television & New Media (General Subject) Year 11 
& 12.  A course of study in Film, Television & New Media can establish a basis for further education 
in fields that are experiencing unprecedented growth, such as Film and Television Production, 
Marketing, Journalism Web Design, App Design, Animation, Online Publishing and Game Design. 
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FOOD & NUTRITION ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

Food and Nutrition is the study of food in the context of food science, nutrition and food technologies. 
Students explore the chemical and functional properties of nutrients to create food solutions that maintain 
the beneficial nutritive values. 

Students learn transferable 21st century skills that support their aspirations, including critical thinking, 
communication, collaboration and teamwork, personal and social skills and ICT skills. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Students will explore Food and Nutrition at an 
introductory level: 

•	 The role of nutrients 
•	 The chemical, physical and functional 

properties of food 
•	 The use of food experiments to understand 

the chemical properties of protein, fats and 
carbohydrates 

•	 Taste Testing of a variety of food products 
for sensory evaluation purposes 

•	 Investigate and develop food products 
•	 Application of scientific concepts in 

practical cookery 

•	 Project Folios – including written and practical 
components 

•	 Examinations – a variety of short and 
extended response questions 

PATHWAYS

This subject gives a direct pathway into Year 11 and 12 Food and Nutrition. 

A course in Food & Nutrition can establish a basis for further education in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering and health.
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GEOGRAPHY ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

Geography offers students the opportunity to engage in critical environmental and social issues which 
drastically impact our world. The study of Geography is the study of the world – both its physical 
environment and the movements and interactions of people, including how humans have shaped and 
impacted our environment. 

Geographers learn valuable research, data interpretation, analytical and evaluative skills. Students use 
the latest technology to map, investigate, summarise, synthesise and interpret data. Field work is an 
essential part of the geography course. Students use a variety of skills to collect data in the field which 
forms a key component of their investigations. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Tourism 
This unit focusses on the tourism industry, which is a critical part of the 
Australian Economy. The study will focus on how travel impacts environment 
and the movement of people. Students will investigate and plan their own 
specialised trip and investigate two tourism destinations in Australia and 
gather data to compare their resiliency, sustainability and impact on society 
and the environment. Excursion: Dreamworld. 

Students are 
assessed in five main 
criteria: Explaining, 
Comprehending, 
Analysing 
and Applying, 
Proposing Action, 
Communicating. The 
criteria are modelled 
and mirrors the Senior 
Geography Course.  
 
Assessment Instruments 
include: 
•	 Examination: 

Combination 
Response

•	 Investigation: Field 
Report 

•	 Investigation: 
Data Report

Epidemics, Pandemics and Healthcare 
Given recent viral pandemic outbreaks, this unit has become highly relevant 
to an increasingly urbanised world. Students will investigate the movement 
of people and the spread of disease, including case studies of recent 
epidemics/pandemics of the 20th and 21st centuries. They will investigate 
how governments and international organisations such as the World Health 
Organisation Respond to global Epidemics and Pandemics as well as the 
impact disease has on society, the economy and the environment.
Coastal and Wetland Management 
This unit focusses on the landscapes of Coastlines and wetlands. Students 
will study the features of these landscapes, and the impact humans have 
had. They’ll investigate the coastal management strategies that are put 
in place and design and recommend new strategies to best manage a 
specific coastline or wetland. Students will travel into the field to collect data 
and write a field report on their selected landscape. Excursion: Wetlands/
Coastal Field Study.
Land Cover Transformations and Climate Change 
This unit focusses on change over time to our physical landscapes and 
the impact of Climate Change. Students will discover how humans have 
impacted land cover and how climate change mitigation strategies have 
failed or been successful. This unit forms the basis for the first unit for Year 11 
Geography.
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GEOGRAPHY CONTINUED

PATHWAYS

If a student intends to study Year 11 and 12 Geography, it is strongly recommended they study Year 
10 Geography. A course of study in Geography leads to further education in the fields of: Tourism 
and Travel, Earth Sciences and Geology, Disaster Management, Meteorology, Town Planning, 
Architecture, Environmental Management, Infrastructure Development Projects and Engineering, 
Demography, Anthropology, Social Scientists, International Relations and Politics and Economics. If 
a student intends to study Year 11 and 12 Geography, it is strongly recommended they study Year 10 
Geography. 
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GERMAN ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or Higher in Year 9 German

German provides students with the opportunity to negotiate meaning and experiences across cultures 
and languages. Students participate in a range of interactions in which they exchange meaning, develop 
intercultural understanding and construct written, spoken and visual texts. Studying German enables 
students to understand the purpose and nature of language and to gain understanding of linguistic 
structures. 

Students acquire language to communicate in a range of contexts for a variety of purposes. Students 
analyse a range of different text types; reorganise their thinking to accommodate other linguistic and 
intercultural knowledge; and create texts for a range of purposes, audiences and contexts. From Year 
9, students can join the biennial German Study Tour to Germany which includes a 5-night home stay 
experience. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Berlin: destination and events Assessment instruments are designed to introduce 
students to the Senior German Assessment 
instruments and associated QCAA objectives for 
Senior German. Students will experience a range 
of assessment and examination types, including 
short response items, extended response items 
and combination response items. These occur 
across the range of skills - Reading, Listening, 
Speaking and Writing. 

City VS Country

Environment and Climate Change and Heimat

‘My World”, the first unit of Senior German

REQUIREMENTS

A key feature of the complete German course (Years 7 to12) at the College is ensuring that all items 
listed in the Senior German Syllabus as “mandatory language elements” are introduced, and revisited, 
in a logical and methodical manner. Students will be progressively prepared to engage confidently 
with all German assessment tasks in the senior school, culminating in the external examination in Term 
4 of Year 12. 

PATHWAYS

A course of study in German can establish a basis for further education in many professions and 
industries, particularly those where the knowledge of an additional language and the intercultural 
understanding it encompasses could be of value, such as business, hospitality, law, science, technology, 
sociology and education.
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HEALTH ELECTIVE

Health is a quality of life that is influenced by the interaction between individuals and their socio-cultural, 
physical, political and economic environments. Students who study this subject investigate content that 
focuses on how health can be promoted so that individuals and groups can achieve better health 
outcomes.  Students use an inquiry approach to investigate sustainable health change at personal, peer, 
family and community levels. Students will cover a broad range of health topics and plan, implement, 
evaluate and reflect on action strategies that promote health. 

By completing this course students will develop the skills required to recognise health issues, use health 
frameworks, investigate and develop strategies to improve health, and evaluate strategies in a range of 
settings.  Please Note: There are distinct differences between the subjects Health and Physical Education. 
Health is a theoretical social science subject that does not contain any practical components. Students 
should consult the Health & Physical Education Learning Lead for further clarification.  

UNITS

Peer Health: Mental Health and Well-being 
Mental health and well-being are critical aspects of young people’s overall health in Australia. In this unit, 
students will evaluate an existing health resource at the College, assessing its effectiveness in supporting 
student well-being. Based on their findings, they will develop informed recommendations aimed at 
enhancing the program to better support the mental health of younger students. 

Peer health: Respectful Relationships 
Students will analyse data collected from Year 7 students to identify both barriers and enablers to maintain 
respectful relationships. Using their findings, students will collaborate in groups to design and implement a 
targeted strategy aimed at enhancing respectful relationship resources for Year 7. They will then collect and 
evaluate follow-up data to assess the impact of their intervention. This unit offers valuable fieldwork relevant 
to the health sector and has been highly engaging and well received by previous cohorts. 
Community Health: SurfAid – Service-Learning Unit 
Students will investigate health inequities faced by the people of the Mentawai Islands, with a particular 
focus on the high rates of preventable deaths among children under five. As part of their assessment, students 
will complete an exam evaluating the potential effectiveness of a proposed strategy to reduce child mortality 
in the region. This unit features a strong Service-Learning component, as students actively contribute to the 
planning and execution of a fundraiser in support of SurfAid—an organisation that provides direct assistance 
to the Mentawai community. This long-standing fundraising partnership is a valued tradition at the College. 
ASSESSMENT

Students are shown how to research and use reliable sources, as well as how to write academic reports. 
Assessment tools utilised will include Action Research report writing, analytical essays and essays under 
exam conditions.

PATHWAYS

Year 10 Health leads into the subject of Health in Year 11 and 12. A course of study in Health can 
establish a basis for further education in the fields of health science, public health, health education, allied 
health, nursing and medical professions. 
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HOSPITALITY PRACTICES ELECTIVE

The hospitality industry has become increasingly important economically in Australian society and is one 
of the largest employers in the country. It specialises in delivering products and services to customers, 
and it consists of different sectors, including food and beverages, accommodation, clubs and gaming. 
Hospitality offers a range of exciting and challenging long-term career opportunities across a range of 
businesses. The industry is dynamic and uses skills that are transferable across sectors and geographic 
borders. Hospitality Practices enables students to develop knowledge, understanding and skills of the 
hospitality industry and to consider a diverse range of post school options. 

The Hospitality Practices syllabus emphasises the food and beverage sector, which includes food and 
beverage production and service. Through this focus, students develop an understanding of hospitality 
and the structure, scope and operation of related activities in the food and beverage sector. 

SUBJECT OUTLINE ASSESSMENT

The core learning for Hospitality Practices is described through 
three core topics: 
•	 Core topic 1: Navigating the hospitality industry 
•	 Core topic 2: Working effectively with others 
•	 Core topic 3: Hospitality in practice 
The core topics are embedded through electives and developed 
in modules of work. This provides opportunities for learning to 
be delivered in relevant, purposeful and meaningful ways. 
The electives reflect production and service in the food and 
beverage sector. 

Electives provide opportunities to build on the core concepts 
and ideas and associated knowledge, understanding and 
skills through the lens of the food and beverage sector of the 
hospitality industry. 

Elective 1: Kitchen operations 
Elective 2: Beverage operations and service 
Elective 3: Food and beverage service 

The course of study also includes Responsible Service of Alcohol 
and Barista qualifications. 

A project in Hospitality Practices 
is an actual or simulated event 
comprising of: 
•	 Planning 
•	 Skills, including food and/

or beverage production and 
service and interpersonal skills 

•	 Implementing an event in a 
hospitality context 

The project also consists of a 
folio which supports the working 
processes required to plan and 
implement actual and simulated 
events in hospitality contexts. 

PATHWAYS

A course in Hospitality Practices can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 
hospitality sectors of food and beverage, catering, accommodation and entertainment. Students could 
pursue further studies in hospitality, hotel, event and tourism or business management, which allows for 
specialisation. 
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JAPANESE ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or Higher in Year 9 Japanese

Japanese provides students with the opportunity to reflect on their understanding of the Japanese 
language and the communities that use it, while also assisting in the effective negotiation of experiences 
and meaning across cultures and languages. Students participate in a range of interactions in which 
they exchange meaning, develop intercultural understanding and become active participants in 
understanding and constructing written, spoken and visual texts. 

Students communicate with people from Japanese-speaking communities to understand the purpose and 
nature of language and to gain understanding of linguistic structures. They acquire language in social 
and cultural settings and communicate across a range of contexts for a variety of purposes. Students 
experience and evaluate a range of different text types; reorganise their thinking to accommodate other 
linguistic and intercultural knowledge and textual conventions; and create texts for a range of contexts, 
purposes and audiences. From Year 9, students can join the biennial Japanese Study Tour to Japan 
which includes a 5-night home stay experience.  

The topics and tasks in Year 10 Japanese have been revised to ensure that students will be suitably 
prepared to engage confidently with the four units of work in Years 11 and 12 Japanese. In Semester 1 of 
Year 10, students will learn a variety of languages related to everyday life and education. From Semester 
2, students will commence the broad topic of “My World”, the first unit of Senior Japanese. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Semester 1 
Shopping, Ordering Food at Restaurant, 
School Rules, Clothing. 

Assessment instruments are designed to introduce students to 
the Senior Japanese Assessment instruments  and associated 
QCAA objectives for Senior Japanese. Students will 
experience a range of assessment and examination types, 
including short response items, extended response items and 
combination response items. 

These occur across the range of skills - Reading, Listening, 
Speaking and Writing. 

Semester 2
Directing people, Strength & Weakness, 
ATAR Unit 1 - My World. 

REQUIREMENTS

A key feature of the complete Japanese course (Years 7 to 12) at Grace Lutheran College is ensuring 
that all items listed in the Senior Japanese Syllabus as “mandatory language elements” (such as 
grammar items, kanji and so on) are introduced, and revisited, in a logical and methodical manner. 
Students will be progressively prepared to engage confidently with all Japanese assessment tasks in 
the senior school, culminating in the external examination in Term 4 of Year 12. 
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JAPANESE CONTINUED

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Japanese can establish a basis for further education in many professions and 
industries, particularly those where the knowledge of an additional language and the intercultural 
understanding it encompasses could be of value, such as business, hospitality & tourism, defence 
force, law, science, technology, sociology and education. 
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LEGAL STUDIES ELECTIVE
PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a C or Higher in Year 9 English

In Legal Studies, students develop an understanding of the ways in which the legal system can affect the 
lives of Australian citizens. By examining legal and social factors that have led society to create a legal 
system, students develop knowledge and understanding of the frameworks which regulate and shape 
our society. By analysing the Australian legal system and international laws, students consider the impacts 
that legal decisions can have on Australian society, Queensland, other countries and how diverse groups 
influence and are influenced by the legal system. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Technology and the Law 
Students research contemporary digital and medical technology laws 
in Australia to critically analyse and evaluate. Examples of technology 
laws include computer hacking, identity theft, cyber stalking, IVF storage 
and property. 

Assessment techniques 
include examinations and 
research assignments. 

Human Rights and International Law 
Students explore various human rights laws in Australia as well as 
major international laws. This topic gives students a great introduction 
to relevant human rights laws that could impact them as well as 
expanding their knowledge of Australia’s relationship with other 
countries. 
Legal Foundations 
Students are introduced to the foundations, features and processes of 
the Australian legal system. They will explore the sources of law as well 
as the roles of parliament and court. 
Criminal Investigations Process 
Students will develop an appreciation of criminal law by investigating 
the principles that underpin the forensic law process in Queensland. 
They will explore the rights and responsibilities of the police and others 
with authority in gathering and using forensic evidence in criminal law 
court cases. Students will attend an excursion to the Police Museum 
where they will investigate real life crime scenes. 

PATHWAYS

A course of study in Legal Studies can establish a basis for further education in the fields of law, law 
enforcement, criminology, justice studies, politics and business. 
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MUSIC ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject

The Year 10 Music Course is a natural progression from the Year 9 subjects of Music and Ignite 
Excellence: Music and provides an opportunity to further develop music skills framed in the three areas of 
study as set down in the Syllabus: Making (Performance, Composition) and Responding (Musicology). 
Music aims to foster creative and expressive communication allowing students to develop musicianship 
through engaging in performing, composing and musicology-based activities and study. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Units for study in Year 10 may include  
•	 Music’s Greatest Hits 
•	 Film Music 
•	 Jazz 
•	 Music Production and Industry Skills  
Curriculum and assessment will be supported 
through incursions and excursions that establish 
industry connections and foster authentic 
learning experiences. 

Assessment in Music gives students opportunities 
to demonstrate their musicianship and apply their 
knowledge and understanding. 
•	 Performance Tasks (demonstrating, interpreting 

music elements and concepts through playing, 
singing and/ or conducting) 

•	 Composition Tasks 
•	 Extended Response Written Examination 

(Musicology Focus: read, listen, interpret/
analyse scores and recordings) 

•	 Integrated Task - combination of Musicology 
and Composing or Performance into a multi 
modal presentation. 

PATHWAYS

The subject assists the students in developing a variety of skills in performing, composing and musicology, 
which directly articulates into the study of the senior subjects, Year 11 and 12 Music, and Year 12 Music 
Extension (offered only in Year 12).  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
(GENERAL) ELECTIVE

Physical Education is based on the relationship between learning about, through and in physical 
activity. Students engage in a range of concepts theoretically and practically to develop a deep 
understanding of principles relevant to their engagement in physical activity.

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Students engage in physical activity as a means of learning in 
and about the subject areas being studied. Therefore, this subject 
involves practical lessons of physical activity, indoor lessons 
focused on learning theoretical concepts and integrated practical 
lessons gathering data for exploring the relationship between 
subject matter and physical outcomes. Students selecting this 
subject require a balanced interest in the theory and practical 
components of the course.

They engage in learning experiences that will develop their 
movement sequences and strategies in a range of physical 
contexts. This subject matter occurs across a range of different 
disciplines such as sociology and exercise science areas and 
includes the following units:

Theory:
•	 Training and fitness for Oz Tag
•	 Equity in accessing physical activity with a range of sports
•	 Anatomy, physiology and motor learning with Golf, Pickleball 

and AFL
Practical:
•	 Focus sports change from year to year and include: Oz Tag, 

Pickleball, Golf, Futsal or Soccer, Badminton and Volleyball

Students are assessed through 
a combination of practical 
observations, written and 
multimodal assessment tasks. 
Assessment instruments include 
reports, folios, video reels 
and examinations of physical 
performance.

Semester 2 will see students 
begin the first unit of the new 
Senior Physical Education. While 
it is advisable that students 
begin the subject at this point, 
it is strongly recommended that 
students enter the subject by Term 
3 and 4 of Year 10 to allow the 
best possible chance of success 
in Unit 1.

PATHWAYS

This subject is designed to allow students to explore the type of learning and assessment required 
for the Physical Education General subject and decide if it is appropriate for them to study or elect 
the Applied Sport and Recreation subject (from Year 11 Term 1) or a combination of both. Sample 
the subject to ensure that they are equipped to handle the demands and have a clear direction of 
the subject’s objectives, assessment instruments and structure. The Year 10 Physical Education Elective 
subject leads into Year 11 and 12 Physical Education (General).

A course of study in Physical Education can establish a basis for further education in the fields of 
exercise science, biomechanics, the allied health professions, psychology, teaching, sport journalism, 
sport marketing and management, sport promotion, sport development and coaching.
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PRACTICAL TECHNOLOGY 
PATHWAYS ELECTIVE

Practical Technology Pathways in Year 10 aims to: 

•	 Provide students with a greater understanding of material and equipment in a world of change 
•	 Equip students with problem solving skills, which can be used in all facets of life 
•	 Promote the expressions and communication of ideas in written and graphical and practical forms 
•	 Promote workplace health and safety awareness 
•	 Enhance students’ knowledge and use of machines and power tools in the production of practical 

items. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

A course of study in Practical Technology Pathways 
comprises: 
•	 Design – Make – Appraise practical items made 

from wood and metal 
•	 Safety – Introduction to “Workplace Health and 

Safety” 

Students can design and make projects from a design 
brief based on a set project with clear guidelines. 
Students will make wood, metal, plastics and 
electronics projects, with personal touches being 
added to individualise their projects. 

Practical Technology Pathways in Year 10 
have a 25% Theory, 75% Practical Content. 
Assessment methods will include Design 
Folios, Safety Reports and Practical Projects. 

PATHWAYS

Practical Technology Pathways is an ideal course for students considering taking senior Certificate 
courses in Engineering, Construction or Furniture Making Pathways in the College’s Trades Skills Centre. 
This subject leads to further training in BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION APPLIED which contains 
CERTIFICATE II FURNITURE MAKING (MSF20522) and/or CERTIFICATE II ENGINEERING 
PATHWAYS (MEM20422). It can also lead into the Applied Subject INDUSTRIAL GRAPHICS SKILLS. 
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS ELECTIVE
This subject has a history of running as an Alternative Delivery subject.

PRE-REQUISITES Achieved a B or Higher in Year 9 Mathematics

CO-REQUISITES Mathematical Methods

Specialist Mathematics is an elective subject providing enrichment opportunities and should be taken by 
interested and motivated mathematics students. The aim of the subject is to give students wider experience 
of mathematics and problem solving. Students can expect to become familiar with topics not seen in the 
Mathematical Methods course. Students can expect to become familiar with topics not seen in the Year 
10 Mathematical Methods course and enhance the skills beneficial to Senior Specialist Mathematics 
and Mathematical Methods in Year 11 and 12. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

•	 Number Theory (primes, LCM and GCD)  
•	 Number Systems and Sets  
•	 Algebra and Solving Polynomials  
•	 Linear Programming  
•	 Trigonometry (for non-right-angled triangles)  
•	 Proofs  
•	 Set Theory  
•	 Vectors (for Velocity and Displacement)  
•	 Permutations and Combinations 

Assessment includes supervised 
examinations and Problem Solving and 
Modelling Tasks.   

PATHWAYS

Year 10 Specialist Mathematics is not strictly a prerequisite to Year 11 and 12 Specialist Mathematics 
but does provide students with a broader and deeper mathematical base for further study and is highly 
recommended. 

A course of study in Specialist Mathematics can establish a basis for further education in the fields of 
science, all branches of mathematics and statistics, computer science, medicine, engineering, finance 
and economics. 
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VISUAL ART ELECTIVE

The Visual Arts curriculum is built around two interrelated strands: MAKING and RESPONDING. 
Together the strands focus on developing knowledge, understanding and skills as artists and designers. 
The study of art works from a variety of historical and contemporary perspectives is an integral part of 
the subject structure. 

This subject is an introductory course for both Visual Art - ATAR and Certificate Pathway - Visual Arts. 

Students explore and use a wide variety of approaches when using materials, media and technologies 
when making art works. Students are encouraged to develop their creative expression and sense of 
aesthetics through this structured subject in Visual Art. 

UNITS ASSESSMENT

Realism to Abstraction – Realism, 
Stylisation and Abstraction 

Year 10 assessment will occur at the completion of each 
unit. Assessment techniques used to determine student’s 
achievement are derived from standards that cover: 

Making (Visual Literacy & Application) 
•	 Understanding visual language and expression, 

processes, materials and technologies when 
making artworks 

•	 Selection, manipulation and exploration of art 
media 

Responding 
•	 Analysis, interpretation and evaluation of images 

and objects. 

Global Commentary – Current Events and 
Conceptual Representations

Objects and Collections-Sculptural 
Practices – Inspire Unit

Art as Lens – Introductory Senior 
Syllabus: Unit 1

PATHWAYS

This subject is the prequel to Visual Art studies in Years 11 and 12. This course is highly recommended 
for Year 11 and 12 Visual Art (General) or Certificate Pathway - Visual Arts (Cert III). The subject is 
foundational in Semester 2 for Year 11 and 12 Visual Art. Students can continue to further their Visual 
Art studies in Year 11 in either Visual Art or Certificate Pathways - Visual Arts (Certificate II/ III in 
Visual Arts). 

A course of study in Visual Art can establish a basis for further education in the fields of arts practice, 
design, craft, and information technologies; broader areas in creative industries and cultural 
institutions; and diverse fields that use skills inherent in the subject, e.g. advertising, arts administration, 
communication, design, education, film and television and public relations.
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING (VET) 

 VET QUALIFICATIONS ASSESMENT 

Competency-based qualifications rely on a practical focus to all assessment 
to ensure all skills are relevant to the workplace and can be demonstrated 
to industry standards. Assessment types will include short written responses, 
practical tasks and projects, presentations, and case studies. Students will need 
to be able to provide evidence that they meet the performance and knowledge 
requirements of each unit under the assessment conditions outlined in each 
qualification’s training package. Students will not be given a level of achievement in school reports but 
will always receive an effort mark and at the end of each semester, a list of units of competency achieved. 
 
RESOURCES/REQUIREMENTS 
If any resources are required for qualifications, it will be listed in the following pages. This will include 
fees, subject levies for consumables, required equipment, work placement requirements or other 
legislative requirements. 

VET HANDBOOKS 
Each subject delivering a VET qualification will provide students with a Handbook explaining the special 
requirements of the training package. These handbooks will be available in hardcopy or through eGrace. 

RELEVANCE TO FURTHER STUDIES 
•	 Most VET qualifications offered have TAFE or university pathways available after Year 12 through 

external providers. 
•	 Some VET qualifications may lead directly to employment opportunities in private and government 

sectors. 
•	 Students will be able to participate more effectively and responsibly in a changing working 

environment. 
•	 Each qualification’s pathway into further education will be outlined by each Department. 

PREREQUISITES 
Each Department will state if their VET qualifications have any prerequisite school subjects or levels of 
achievement, units of competency or qualifications. 

RECOGNITION OF PRIOR LEARNING 
When assessing students in VET qualifications, assessors need to offer a process of recognising prior 
learning. This process is to determine if students may receive credit for a unit of competency or advanced 
standing based on previous experience or training. This will affect the way the student is trained as they 
may just require “gap training” to cover specific performance criteria or may not require any training at 
all in a particular unit. 

Recognition of Prior Learning Forms are available on the College ERM and will be made available to 
students on application, once their teachers have been notified. 
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DIRECT CREDIT FOR COMMON UNITS 
Some of the units of competency are common to several qualifications offered at Grace Lutheran College, 
(e.g. WHS units) and may also be part of qualifications studied at TAFE, through an apprenticeship or 
traineeship. If this is the case than the student will be obliged to notify the trainer, as it may result in a direct 
credit for this unit or a direct credit off future qualifications undertaken at the College. 
 
FURTHER VET INFORMATION 
VET qualifications at Grace Lutheran College generally commence in Year 10 or 11 and run throughout 
the senior years to complete by the end of Year 12. The school guarantees that the student will be 
provided with multiple opportunities to demonstrate competency, as per the rights and obligations 
outlined in the enrolment process and VET information provided in the Student Handbook for the course. 
 
ISSUING QUALIFICATIONS 
Students successfully achieving all requirements of a qualification will be provided with an official 
Certificate and Record of Results. Students who achieve at least one unit (but not the full qualification) will 
receive a Statement of Attainment. Should students misplace their original documents, another certificate 
can be issued by Grace Lutheran College for a small fee. 

COMPLETING UNITS OF COMPETENCY 
Students will be deemed competent in a vocational unit, when all assessment tasks meet the industry 
standards outlined in the assessment conditions of each qualification. 

PARTIAL COMPLETION 
Students who receive a Statement of Attainment may be awarded a portion of the allocated QCE credits 
gained through completing qualifications higher than a Certificate I. At least one quarter of the units of a 
Certificate II or higher qualification must be successfully completed before attracting any QCE credits. 

COMPLETING UNITS OF COMPETENCY 
Students will receive feedback on their submissions of assessment tasks that do not meet industry 
standards. They will need to go back and make amendments to their assessment tasks and then resubmit, 
if they hope to gain the full qualification. 

LATE ENTRY 
Should a student enter a vocational subject after the start of the course they will be expected to catch up 
on units covered prior to their entry into the course if they expect to achieve the full qualification. 

TRANSITIONING INTO NEW VERSIONS OF VET QUALIFICATIONS 
If possible, all students in expiring qualifications will be “transitioned” to the new versions of those 
qualifications as soon as they have been added to the scope of registration and approved by the 
registering body. If this is not possible, no new students will be enrolled in the expired qualification from 
the publication date of the new training package. 
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VET DELIVERY REQUIREMENTS 
The college retains the right to suspend/cancel part of the course if it is unable to meet the Training 
Package requirements. The school must have industry-experienced teachers and specific equipment to 
run these courses. If the school loses access to these resources, the school will attempt to provide students 
with alternative opportunities to complete the courses and the related qualifications. 

USI (UNIQUE STUDENT IDENTIFIER) 
Students undertaking a Vocational Qualification will need to apply for a Unique Student Identifier (USI) 
to keep track of all vocational training. 

 https://www.usi.gov.au/students/create-your-usi 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Please contact the VET manager – Leisa Jones via College Reception on 3203 0066. 

VET OFF CAMPUS 
TAFE Colleges and private Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) in the Brisbane area offer secondary 
school students’ access to their certificate courses through the VET in Schools Program (Certificate I, II, III, 
IV and Diploma). On successful completion of these qualifications, QCE points are awarded and are 
banked into their Learning Accounts. 

Students enrolled in these courses will either attend a TAFE or other Training campus one day a week, 
complete their qualification on-line or use a combination of on-line and tutorial methods.

VETIS FUNDING 
Some qualifications are fully government-funded under the VET in Schools (VETis) funding initiative. This 
initiative allows school students to access one fully subsidised course from a list of qualifications identified 
as being on the National Skills Shortage List. 

http://www.skillsgateway.training.qld.gov.au/content/user/subsidy/SUBSIDIES-LIST.pdf 

Qualifications on this list can be accessed through TAFE, Private Registered Training Organisations 
(RTOs) or at school through partnerships with TAFE or private providers. However, only one fully funded 
qualification is accessible by school students, after that a fee will apply. Changes to government-funding 
for vocational courses were introduced in 2026, so now the funding also includes School-based 
Apprenticeships and Traineeships. 

SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS 
School based apprenticeships and traineeships (SATs) allow students in Years 10, 11 & 12 to enter into 
paid employment and undergo training both on-and-off the job whilst undertaking their senior studies. 
Students wishing to undertake a school-based apprenticeship or traineeship (SAT) must first consult with 
the VET Department. For a student to undertake a school-based traineeship or apprenticeship, it must 
feature in his/her Senior Education & Training (SET) Plan and lead towards a legitimate career pathway. 

 https://www.usi.gov.au/students/create-your-usi  
http://www.skillsgateway.training.qld.gov.au/content/user/subsidy/SUBSIDIES-LIST.pdf  
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Please note: Changes to Government legislation may affect student eligibility to access any further 
funding for an apprenticeship or traineeship after school, so advice should be sought from the VET 
Department prior to sign up. 

Industry release days are determined by the individual student’s timetable as well as the needs of industry. 
However, a College/subject activity scheduled for this allocated day, will take priority (e.g. subject 
excursion, exams). Students undertaking a school-based traineeship or apprenticeship are expected to 
complete all the classroom and assessment requirements of their academic studies and also maintain an 
acceptable level of behaviour. 

A consultant from the supervising Registered Training Organisation will monitor the apprentice/trainee’s 
progress towards the completion of their qualification in the workplace while the manager and the Head 
of Teaching and Learning will monitor academic progress. 

The Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) allows students to have their apprenticeship recognised 
as a part of the credits towards the QCE. The number of credits depends on whether the traineeship or 
apprenticeship is Certificate II, III or IV. On completion of Certificate II, students gain 4 credit points. 
Successful completion of Certificate III generates 5-8 credit points, depending on the qualification as 
not all vocational qualifications are given the same value. 

QCAA will only allow 8 credits from any one training package to be counted as credits for the QCE. 
This means that students doing several qualifications from the same training package will only receive a 
maximum of 8 QCE credits. 

ATAR 
One vocational qualification (Certificate III and above) can be used in the ATAR calculation, but they do 
not scale well when compared with more academic subjects. 

CHOOSING THE VET PATHWAY 
Students choosing to undertake a school-based apprenticeship or to enroll in a nationally recognised 
qualification will be eligible to drop a subject. Students will then be expected to catch up on work missed 
in the study periods allocated on their timetables or to use the study spares to complete training for their 
qualifications.
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CERTIFICATE PATHWAYS - 
VOCATIONAL

ELECTIVE
VET

CERTIFICATE II IN SKILLS FOR WORK & VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS (FSK20119) 
4 QCE Credits on completion  / RTO - Grace Lutheran College (30291) 
Vocational Certificate Pathways provides an alternative for students requiring a less intensive academic 
program. Students will develop employability skills through team-building activities, service learning and 
fund-raising opportunities. Successful completion of Certificate II Skills for Work & Vocational Pathways will 
contribute 4 credits towards the QCE. Vocational Certificate Pathways is a non-ATAR subject. Therefore, 
if students are already taking another non-ATAR subject (e.g. Hospitality) or following a VET pathway 
(e.g. TAFE course or School-based traineeship/ apprenticeship), they will become ATAR ineligible and will 
therefore need to be aware of the implications of this. 

SUBJECT OUTLINE
•	 Certificate II Skills for Work & Vocational Pathways (FSK20119) (commence Year 10 or 11) Units 
•	 FSKLRG011Use Routine Strategies For Work-Related Learning
•	 FSKRDG010 Read And Respond To Routine Workplace Information 
•	 FSKOCM007 Interact Effectively With Others At Work 
•	 FSKLRG009 Use Strategies To Respond To Routine Workplace Problems 
•	 FSKNUM014 Calculate With Whole Numbers, Familiar Fractions, Decimals And Percentages For Work 
•	 FSKNUM015 Estimate, Measure And Calculate With Routine Metric Measurements For Work 
•	 FSKWTG009 Write Routine Workplace Texts 
•	 FSKDIG002 Use Digital Technology For Routine And Simple Workplace Tasks 
•	 HLTWHS001 Participate In Workplace Health & Safety 
•	 FNSFLT201 Develop And Use Personal Budgets 
•	 BSBCMM211 Apply Communication Skills 
•	 AUMAFA001 Apply For Jobs And Undertake Job Interviews 
•	 FSKLRG010 Use Routine Strategies For Career Planning
•	 FSKLRG006 Participate In Work Placement

ASSESSMENT

Assessment for this VET qualifications is competency–based. This means that there is no pass or fail 
results. To be competent, students need to meet all performance criteria to industry standards. If student’s 
submission of assessment tasks does not meet industry standards, then students will be expected to amend 
their assessment based on their trainer’s feedback and resubmit, if they hope to be deemed competent in 
each unit and gain the whole qualification. FSKLRG006 Participate in Work Placement allows the student 
to undertake work experience in their industry of choice. These placements are arranged by the students 
themselves or through the VET Department.

PATHWAYS

Completion of this qualification allows students to develop employability skills needed to be successful 
in gaining employment opportunities in a variety of industries. This subject allows students to focus on 
their career pathways, so they have attainable employment and training goals mapped out by the end 
of Year 12.








