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1. PURPOSE 

This document outlines the Fees and Charges related to student education at Faith Lutheran College 
and must be read in conjunction with the School Fee Information document. 
 

2. CONTEXT 

Faith Lutheran College is an independent ELC to Year 12 educational institution that requires attending 
families to pay fees and charges to support their child’s education. While the College receives some 
government support, fees represent a necessary and substantial portion of the College's income. 
 
The Australian Government determines and allocates a Schooling Resource Standard (SRS) for each 
student attending a school in Australia, which includes a base allocation and additional loadings. 
 
The Australian Government reduces the base funding for most independent schools based on the 
school community's estimated Capacity to Contribute (CTC) to the school's operating costs. The higher 
a school community's CTC, the greater the reduction in the base funding. This reduction ranges from 
10% to 80% for independent schools. As a result, independent schools cannot rely solely on 
government funding. 
 
Therefore, Faith Lutheran College must set fees to provide the necessary learning programs, services, 
and infrastructure that support students in achieving their full potential.  
 

3. FEES AND CHARGES 

3.1. Application Fee (ELC -Y12) 

Families applying for enrolment at Faith Lutheran College (from ELC to Year 12) must pay an 
Application Fee for each student. This fee is non-refundable, does not guarantee a place at the 
College, and does not contribute towards tuition fees. The application fee is waived for Faith 
Alumni. 
 

3.2. Enrolment Commitment (F-Y12) 

Upon first-time enrolment at any year level from Foundation to Year 12 at Faith Lutheran 
College, a non-refundable commitment fee is required to confirm and secure the enrolment. 
This fee is separate from and does not contribute towards tuition fees. 
 
3.3. ELC Fees 

Faith Lutheran College ELC is a long-day care provider offering 48 weeks of care per year. A 
holiday program is available outside of school terms. 
 
ELC fees are set annually and cover a preschool education program, a preschool stay-and-play 
program, and a half-day or full-day holiday program. Permanent and casual rates apply for all 
programs except for the holiday program. 
 
Permanent bookings on a public holiday or pupil-free day will not incur a charge. However, full 
fees apply for non-attendance during the school term (i.e. sickness, family days, family holidays)  
The Child Care Subsidy (CCS) is paid directly to the ELC, reducing the amount payable by 
families. Families are responsible for paying the difference between the fees charged and the 
CCS amount—the ‘gap’ amount. 
 
Statements for the preceding week are emailed to parents every week. Full payment is required 

within 7 days of the statement being issued. 
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If fees remain outstanding after a payment request, the student may be prevented from 
attending. 
 
A minimum of two weeks’ written notice is required for any changes to permanent bookings. 
 

3.4. Tuition Fees (F-Y12) 

 
The Faith Lutheran College Board reviews and sets tuition fees and charges yearly. The Board’s 
primary objective is to keep fees as low as possible while ensuring the College remains 
sustainable and can provide the necessary resources for a high-quality education. 
 
Parents and caregivers who enrol their children in the College are legally obligated to pay the 
applicable fees. 
 
To facilitate the payment process, all parents and caregivers must establish a School EasyPay 
payment plan through the online Parent Passport by mid-January when their child begins 
attending the College.  
 
College fees are fixed for the year and invoiced annually in January and should be paid in full by 
the end of November using one of the payment options outlined below. 
 

3.5. Composite Fee (F-Y12) 

A Composite Fee is charged per student and covers a comprehensive range of incidental 
charges, such as those outlined in the table below: 
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Junior School Inclusions 
Middle & Senior School 

Inclusions 
Personal Expenses Excluded 

from Composite Fee 

• In/Excursions & Camps 

• NAPLAN Testing 

• Travel to/from events 

• Photocopier Charges 

• SAPSASA  

• Swimming Events 

• Concerts  

• Sporting clinics 

• Yearbook 

• SOLE ingredients  

• Art Supplies 

• Cross Country 

• Internal performances 

• IT & Digital Programs 

• Cyber Safety 

• Capital Development Levy 

• International 
Baccalaureate Primary 
Years Programme 

• Year Level Camps and 

Retreats 

• Faculty In/Excursions 

• Village Care Group 

Activities 

• Photocopier Charges 

• Yearbook  

• Music Tours & Eisteddfod 

• Biennial Musical & 

Performing Arts Events 

• Study Skill Workshops 

• Subject Competitions 

• ACER Testing 

• Aquatics Carnivals & Swim 

Teams 

• Pedal Prix 

• Athletics  

• SAPSASA 

• Touch Football Events 

• Knock-out Sports 

• Open Sport Events 

• Triathlon and Cross-

Country Events 

• Career Expo 

• International 
Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Programme 

• Transport to/from School 

• Uniform  

• Stationery / books 

• Overseas and Interstate 
Trips 

• Private Instrumental 
Tuition 

• Technical Studies 
Construction Projects 

• Textiles Projects 

• VET Course Costs 

• External Tuition Courses  

• ICT levy 

• RITE Journey Journals 

• Fundraising 

• Wine Education PPE 

• Outdoor Education 
snorkelling equipment 
 

 
3.6. Additional Expenses 

Tuition and Composite Fees do not cover the following: 
 

Stationery and Textbooks  

Books and stationery at the Junior School are procured and managed by the school, and a 
book levy is charged to the family account. 
 
Middle and Senior School booklists and stationery lists are prepared for each year level and 
are costed accordingly. The College has authorised Lighthouse Books to manage payments 
and supplies. 
 
Other Personal Items 

The College procures and manages Year 9 Rite Journey Journals, which are charged to the 

family account. 
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The College procures outdoor education snorkelling equipment, and the cost is recovered 
from families. 
 
Uniform 

Please refer to the Faith Lutheran College Uniform Guidelines. If you have any inquiries 
regarding uniforms, email the Uniform Shop Manager at uniformshop@faith.sa.edu.au or 
refer to the Faith Lutheran College Uniform document. 
 
Bus Services 
LinkSA is the designated provider of bus services for students in our region. For any 
concerns, questions, or information about services, fares, timetables, and bus routes, 
please refer to the LinkSA website, www.linksa.com.au or contact them at (08) 8562 1999. 
 
Middle Years Laptop Program 

New Middle School students (commencing in Years 7, 8 or 9) are provided with a College-
owned laptop that is fully managed, supported and maintained by the College ICT team. All 
new Middle School families pay an ICT Levy across three years to accommodate this. This 
levy will only apply to new students entering the Program. For more information regarding 
the Laptop Program, please follow this link: https://www.faith.sa.edu.au/enrolment/ict-
device-information/middle-years-laptop-program  
 
For laptop queries, please contact ehelp@faith.sa.edu.au. 
 
VET or Open Access College Program, including School-based apprenticeship 

VET courses are significantly subsidised, but there is a separate billing for the remaining 
balance in addition to tuition fees and charges. For any inquiries related to VET courses, 
please email the team at futurepathways@faith.sa.edu.au or refer to the Faith Lutheran 
College Alternative Pathways Policy document for more details. 
 
Study Tours 

Interstate and overseas study tours (such as the Ski Trip, Europe, Japan, Indonesia etc.) are 
optional, and the College will provide information on associated costs when applying. It's 
important to note that students with outstanding school fees may not be eligible to 
participate in these events. 

 

4. VOLUNTARY BUILDING FUND 

Another way that families can support the College is through donations to the Building Fund. 
These are voluntary and are not required for College enrolment or attendance. Donations are 
used to service existing school building loans and maintain the school’s building program. 
Building fund donations are tax-deductible, and receipts are issued for donations to the Building 
Fund. For further information, email accounts@faith.sa.edu.au for the attention of the Business 
Director.  

 

5. DISCOUNTS AND CONCESSIONS (F-Y12) 

5.1. Splitting Family Accounts 

Split billing may be an option in cases where two or more individuals residing in separate 
households share responsibility for paying school fees for a student. 
 

mailto:uniformshop@faith.sa.edu.au
http://www.linksa.com.au/
https://www.faith.sa.edu.au/enrolment/ict-device-information/middle-years-laptop-program
https://www.faith.sa.edu.au/enrolment/ict-device-information/middle-years-laptop-program
mailto:ehelp@faith.sa.edu.au
mailto:accounts@faith.sa.edu.au
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It's important to emphasise that split billing does not absolve joint liability for school fee 
payments but serves as an administrative convenience for separate households. We 
strongly advise arranging this during the enrolment process and before fee processing 
since the College does not involve itself in private matters. 
 

5.2. Early Payment Discount 

College Fees paid in full by the last Thursday of February will attract a 3.5% discount on the 
Tuition Fee ONLY. 
 

5.3. Sibling Discount 

Families with multiple children attending the College are eligible for a sibling discount on 
Tuition Fees for each additional child. The specific rates for the current year are specified in 
the Fee Information document. For this discount, a sibling is defined as two or more 
children who share one or both parents in common and are considered brothers or sisters. 
 

5.4. School Card 

School Card is an application through the Department of Education. A family meeting the 
criteria will be eligible for a tuition fee concession. 
 

5.5. Financial Hardship or Payment Difficulties 

Financial assistance may be available to families experiencing financial hardship, and we 
encourage open discussions with the College about your unique situation.  
 
Please obtain the necessary application forms from the Finance Office to apply for financial 
assistance. You can contact us via phone or email at accounts@faith.sa.edu.au. 
Applications are handled with the utmost confidentiality. 
 
All concessions are considered in January and are only valid for the calendar year. Thus, 
new applications are required for each year.  
 
Conditions may apply depending on the level of financial assistance provided.  

 

6. PAYMENT TERMS AND OPTIONS (F-Y12) 

To secure continued enrolment for the following year, all families must settle their accounts in full or 
agree upon a mutually satisfactory payment arrangement by the end of November. 
 
The payment terms are: 
 

 Number of 

payments 

 

Annually  

 

1 One payment, in full, by the last Thursday of February 

Termly  4 Scheduled for week 2 of every Term as agreed in your School 

EasyPay Payment Plan. 

Monthly  11 Scheduled for the last week of every month as agreed in your 

School EasyPay Payment Plan. (January to November) 

Fortnightly  23 Scheduled every second week as agreed in your School EasyPay 

Payment Plan (January to November) 

mailto:accounts@faith.sa.edu.au
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Weekly 46 Every week as agreed in your School EasyPay Payment Plan. 

(January to November) 

  
Payment options are: 

 

• For annual, upfront payments – direct payment to Faith Lutheran College 

• School Easy Pay, for all other payment terms 
 
The College follows a policy of processing all fee payments through School EasyPay, allowing 
payments to be spread out throughout the year. Families are required to complete the School 
EasyPay application via the Parent Passport. 
 

7. CHARGES AND COSTS (F-Y12) 

• No interest is charged on overdue accounts if regular payments are made using School 

EasyPay and the accounts are settled in full by the end of November or a date as agreed with 

the College. 

• Families will be charged the replacement costs for College property, and resources lost or 
intentionally damaged by students. 
 

8. OVERDUE ACCOUNTS (F-Y12) 

• Accounts not paid per the agreed payment plan will be in default and are subject to 
penalties and charges. 

• Families with outstanding accounts past the due date will receive reminder notices. Overdue 
accounts are those that are not fully paid or where payment plan arrangements do not cover 
the fees entirely. 

• Accounts overdue by 30 days will incur an overdue account charge. This charge will continue 
to apply monthly if the account remains in default or until alternative arrangements are 
agreed upon with the College Finance team. 

• The School EasyPay provider will impose a penalty for each instance a payment is 
dishonoured. 

• Accounts with unpaid fees for more than two terms, where the parent or caregiver has not 
communicated with the College, will be considered significantly overdue. 

• A significantly overdue balance may prevent students from participating in excursions, 
camps, VET Programs, private music tuition, etc. 

• Failure to resolve or establish a payment arrangement within 6 months will result in debt 
recovery and legal proceedings, referral to a debt collection agent, and/or cancellation of 
enrolment. All associated recovery costs incurred will be added to the family account. 

• The College Board reserves the right to terminate an enrolment if the account remains 
overdue. However, such termination processes will typically occur after negotiations have 
ceased or when parents/caregivers do not cooperate regarding the payment of the 
outstanding account. 

 

9. CHANGES TO ENROLMENT (F-Y12) 

9.1. External Exchange Programs 

If a student participates in an external exchange program for the entire academic year, all 
fees will be waived, but the enrolment commitment fee (refer to 3.2) will be required to 
secure a place for the student on return. 
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For exchange programs lasting less than the entire academic year, tuition fees will be 
waived for the period during which the student is not attending the College, but the entire 
composite fee for the year is still payable. 
 
Written notification must be provided to the Principal at least one term in advance. Failure 
to do so could impact the level of fee concession provided. 
 

9.2. Withdrawal of a Student 

One term's written notice to the Principal is required to terminate or withdraw an 
enrolment. The College will make reasonable efforts to find a replacement student. If, 
however, the College cannot fill the vacancy with a student of the same year level before 
the exiting student's last day, a notice in lieu will be charged. This notice in lieu amounts to 
one-quarter of the annual tuition fee minus any applicable discounts. 
 
If the student/s is in the Middle and Senior School, notice must be sent to the Principal via 
the Principal’s Personal Assistant, nharris@faith.sa.edu.au. 
 
If the student/s is in the Junior School, notice must be sent to the Head of Junior School 
mkeller@faith.sa.edu.au 
 
Even if undecided, advanced notice is appreciated.  
 

9.3. Unpaid fee impact on sibling enrolments 

To ensure a smooth enrolment process for siblings or subsequent children, families must 
resolve any outstanding fees by the end of the school year or bring their accounts close to 
the agreed terms. 
 
Under this policy, families are allowed a maximum outstanding debt of 20% by the school 
year's conclusion for enrolment to proceed. However, Faith Lutheran College recognises 
that exceptional circumstances may arise and the Finance Team are dedicated to handling 
these situations with empathy and flexibility. 
 

mailto:nharris@faith.sa.edu.au
mailto:mkeller@faith.sa.edu.au

