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Welcome
Choosing a school for your child is one of the
biggest decisions you will make as a parent.
School becomes so much a part of your child’s
journey through their formative years. They will
form relationships with friends and experience
the investment of caring teachers into their lives.
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Kinder@Flinders provides a firm educational
foundation and stepping stone into the
community of Flinders Christian Community
College. Thank you for choosing Flinders
College as the community for your child to grow
in and be enriched by.

Cultural philosophy

Valuing
Kinder@Flinders
serendipitous
provides a safe
opportunities with children and
environment for children to grow
engaging them to appreciate who
and learn, with supportive
they are and what is happening in their
adults that value each child
‘now’ is a way in which staff at Kinder@Flinders
as precious and uniquely
support children. We value a disposition of
created by God. The relationship
gratefulness and encourage reflection in children’s
fostered by staff with children and
learning. A play based approach is implemented to
their families creates the basis upon
support the way in which children in early childhood learn
which significant learning can take
best. A key role of the teachers is to introduce questions,
place. We believe children have a
information and facilitate discussion that support children’s
natural inquisitiveness to explore and
thinking and challenges them to appreciate another
investigate, progressively developing a
perspective. Planning and care is taken to create an
greater understanding of the world
environment that contributes to children’s learning through
around them and appreciating God’s
the presentation of purposeful materials that provoke their
creativity at work in the natural world.
interest. At Kinder@Flinders children are encouraged to
make choices each day that support their
autonomy.
Each child
will come to the kinder with
different personality styles,
strengths, learning dispositions
and cultural/family contexts. Our ability
to appreciate these differences assists us
to recognise each child as competent and
capable of contributing to their own learning.
We also seek to support the development of a
growth mindset within each child. This supports
children’s understanding that they are capable of
growing their knowledge and getting smarter as
they embrace risk taking and challenges to
their thinking.

Children will
be encouraged to develop
investigative, inquiry based skills.
Curiosity and wonder are inspired by
the Reggio Emilia approach. We
endeavour to develop an organic
curriculum which embraces the interests of the
children and what is happening in their world as
a platform for teaching and learning. Integrated
into the curriculum is the importance of open
ended, aesthetically pleasing experiences,
which give expression to individuality and
creativity.
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Leading up to the start
of kindergarten
To help make your child’s transition to
kindergarten as smooth as possible, employing
some strategies to help approach the start of
kindergarten will help make it easier, on both
you and your child.
Talk with your child about coming to
kindergarten, discuss the type of activities they
will undertake. Mention other children your child
knows that will be attending with them.
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In the time leading up to the start of the kinder
year, drive or walk past the kindergarten and
develop a sense of ownership for your child.
Point out the kindergarten and say “that will
be your kindergarten after Christmas.” Ask
your child, “where do you think you will enjoy
playing?”
Let your child practice dressing themselves in
their kindergarten uniform and wear it as they
play, so they become more comfortable with it.

Staggered start
Evidence based research and experience,
has demonstrated that children settle more
easily into kindergarten when their transition
is gradual. This allows them the opportunity to
build connections with the staff through more
individual interactions, as well as the opportunity
to adjust to their new environment and peers.
We recognize that this may be difficult for some
families to accommodate.

However, a staggered start to kinder is in the
best interest of your child and will contribute to
a positive kindergarten experience. The way in
which a staggered start will be introduced, will
be presented on your child’s orientation day, to
allow sufficient lead time for you to make any
arrangements that are needed.
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Drop off/Pick up procedure
Each child will need to be escorted to the
kindergarten where responsibility will be signed
over to the staff in the attendance record
located in the playroom. This is a regulatory
requirement and the information is referred
to by the staff throughout the session. At
the conclusion of the session each child will
need to be collected promptly by a parent
or authorized adult, (a list of adults that are
permitted to collect your child are recorded
with your child’s enrolment details, please
ensure that any adult who will collect your

Saying Goodbye
Once you have signed your child in, help them
settle into an activity, stay for a few minutes,
then say your goodbyes, let them know who
will be collecting them. If there are tears these
will usually stop after a short period of time
once you have left. Your child’s teacher can
contact you if you would like reassurance of
your child’s settling.
The longer you take to part from your child,
inevitably causes more anxious feelings for your
child and this will make it harder for both of you.
Your child will mirror back to you the emotions
they are seeing in you, if you are positive and
excited for your child about starting kinder, they
will more likely be confident also.

Absence
If your child will not be attending Kinder@
Flinders please inform the school by one of the
three available methods:
1. Call the absence line 5973 2001.
2. Use the FlexiBuzz application and fill
out the electronic absence form
3. Contact Kinder directly and leave a
message on the Kinder general phone,
0419 875 645.
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child is on this list). Ensure that you arrive at the
kindergarten on time. It can make things more
difficult for your child to settle when they arrive
after the majority of children have already
started their activities. Alternatively, no child likes
to be the last child to leave on a regular basis,
so your assistance in this regard will help your
child. If there is an emergency and you will be
delayed in collecting your child, contact the
kindergarten so we can reassure your child that
you are on your way.

Program participation
As a parent you will be invited to assist in your
child’s sessions but there is no obligation for you
to do so. The opportunity to participate will be
co-ordinated by a roster. There are a number of
benefits to assisting in kinder sessions:
• Your child will love having you at kinder,
and take pleasure in making you familiar
with the surroundings and routines that are
their own
• It allows your child to feel special as they
engage in activities with you
• It gives you the opportunity to observe
your child as they interact with their peers

• It enriches the activities offered, as
staff may ask you to supervise children
undertaking an experience and direct
you regarding strategic language to use,
based on the experience’s education
objectives
• If you have an interest or, occupation,
that you believe could be of value to
share with the children, please let the staff
know and we would love to take up an
opportunity for you to share
You will be required to obtain a Working With
Children Card, prior to assisting at Kinder@
Flinders. Siblings are welcome on the days that
you assist us, but please remember that they are
your responsibility.
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What to wear to kindergarten
Uniform
Kinder@Flinders is part of the greater College
community; therefore, the children have a
compulsory uniform. Care has been taken to
select a uniform that is comfortable to wear,
that will not incur a significant cost to families
and will have longevity of use. As a result, the
school sports uniform will make up the majority
of the uniform for the children with the addition
of a polo shirt bearing the Kinder@Flinders logo.

Once your child has finished their two years of
kindergarten, these shirts can be sold through
via our Buy, Swap and Sell Facebook page, to
families with children entering the kinder in the
following year. All other pieces of the uniform
will be utilized as part of the Flinders school
uniform if your child continues to Prep.
Alinta Apparel, sell the Kinder@Flinders uniform
at the uniform shop located at both Flinder’s
campuses. Contact the College office for
hours of operation, or, go online to www.
alintaapparel.com.au to view uniform prices
and arrange a fitting.

Footwear
Black Velcro running shoes are to be worn with
the Kinder@Flinders uniform. However, gum
boots can be brought to kinder on wet days
and put on by your child prior to going outside,
gum boots should be named and those that
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can be taken off and on independently by your
child are preferred. Thongs, Crocs or sandals
should not be worn to kinder.

What to wear to kindergarten
The kinder bag is smaller than the primary
school bag, making it easier for the children to
handle. This bag can be used by your child in
primary school also.

Weather - hot days
The children are required to wear hats when
outdoors from September to April, or when the
UV index is forecast to be 3 or above.

Please apply sunscreen to your child’s exposed
skin before they come to kindergarten, staff
will assist to reapply sunscreen throughout the
session as required.

Weather - cold days
A warm waterproof jacket, hat and gumboots
are useful for outdoor play in the colder months,
however, please ensure your child has an
additional pair of shoes to wear indoors if they
come to kindergarten in their gumboots.

As outdoor play is an integral part of our
program, waterproof black over-pants are
required during winter, to help us enjoy being
outdoors even when our surrounds are damp.
Please ensure over pants are labelled with your
child’s name. See www.puddlebug.com.au for
their range or, alternatively, Aussie Disposals.
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What to bring to kindergarten
Spare Clothing

Rest bag

In the event of messy activities, spills or toileting
accidents, a change of clothing will be
required, so please ensure that there is a full
change of clothing in your child’s bag at all
times. Keeping these items in a plastic bag,
inside your child’s kinder bag will help keep
them together. This change of clothes does not
need to be another kinder uniform.

The kindergarten day is both active and
stimulating, however, maintaining this level
of engagement cannot be sustained over
six hours, without at times, some “grumpy”
or “emotional” consequences. As a result, a
quiet restful time will be programmed into the
children’s routine after lunch. The children will
not be required to sleep but may need to, all
children will be given the opportunity to rest and
relax for a short period. Please speak to your
child’s teacher regarding the nature of rest time
for your child if you have concerns.

Food
Each child’s morning tea and lunch will be
required to be prepared and sent along in
a named lunch-box accompanied by their
own water bottle which also needs to be
clearly labelled.
The College has a ‘nutrition and active play’
policy, food brought from home will need to
adhere to this policy. Depending upon the
nature of allergies in your child’s kindergarten
group, you may be asked to co-operate to
minimize risk to these children by not sending
your child to kinder with foods that contain
particular ingredients, eg nuts. This is for the
safety of children effected by severe reactions
such as anaphylaxis. In addition, children are
not permitted to share, or, swap food brought
from home.
The children will have the opportunity from
time to time, to taste different foods prepared
at kinder, or, cook with produce grown. These
opportunities will link in to our current area
of learning.
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A “rest bag” will be needed for each child,
and we would ask that you provide a towel,
or a fitted cot sheet for your child to lie on and
a small travel pillow, a small covering and a
soft toy if required. The items in this bag will be
returned to you at the end of each term for
laundering.

Birthdays
Celebrating birthdays is a time where each
child has the opportunity to feel extra special.
We will recognize each child at kinder on their
birthday and families who would like to share
a special treat with other children in the group
can send these along with their child. These
treats will be distributed at the end of the kinder
session for each child to take home.

What not to bring to kindergarten
1. Special toys or treasures (Staff can’t be
responsible for these items and children
tend to become upset if they become lost
or broken)

3. War toys (to minimize conflict, our kinder
has a policy of not permitting war play or
war toys at kinder, as too easily this type of
play can get out of hand)

2. Money

4. Lollies or sweets of any kind, with the
exception of individually packaged
special treats being shared to celebrate a
child’s birthday.

Exploring our environment
Your child will have the opportunity to partake
in activities within the site of the New Peninsula
Community Hub and the surrounding grounds.
Permission for these outings will be covered
by the regular outing section of your child’s
enrolment form. Parents will be notified when
their child will be visiting different areas of the
campus prior to this occurring, in addition,
regularly scheduled activities are included in
your child’s daily routine/timetable document
on display in the foyer.

We access library resources from the main
campus in term 2 and enable the children
to borrow books. Your child will need a bag
dedicated to this purpose so that books are
protected from damage. The school satchel is
available for purchase from the uniform shop
and can be used as a library bag in your child’s
kinder year, then utilized as a reader bag when
they attend Prep. Please do not use a drawstring bag as a library bag, as we have found
the children tend to hang the strings around
their neck.

What to bring Checklist

Change of appropriate seasonal clothes in a plastic bag
Healthy lunch and snack
Water bottle filled with water only (no juice, cordial)
Sunhat (will be left at kinder)
Rest bag (cot sheet or towel, travel pillow, small covering and comfort toy - to be left
at kinder)
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Communication
Seesaw

Teacher meetings

This application is available on Iphone
and Android and is used to communicate
information, as well as being a platform for
sending photos of your child at work, enabling
teachers to include you in your child’s learning
and achievements “in the moment”.

Some information or questions may require
more time. Your child’s teacher is available
outside of session times during preparation time
to discuss your child’s progress with you, please
speak with your child’s teacher and arrange a
time that would be suitable.

Pigeon holes

Interviews

The first pigeon hole in your child’s locker
has been allocated for notices and other
information you will need to know. Please
ensure that whoever collects your child, clears
this pigeon hole of any notices.

You will be given the opportunity to formally
meet with your child’s teacher in an interview in
term 1 and at the end of term 3. The school uses
an online booking system to arrange times for
these interviews to take place.
The information for accessing this system will be
emailed to you in the weeks prior to scheduling
an interview.

Illness
In the interest of the health and wellbeing of
all the children attending the kindergarten,
if your child is unwell they should not attend
kinder. Children who are not well are unable to
enjoy all that the kindergarten program offers

and since children and staff working in close
proximity to each other, they often end up
passing on their illness to others. Please allow
your child to fully recuperate before sending
them back to kinder.

Asthma and Allergies
Staff need to be informed of any medical
conditions such as Asthma and allergies before
your child commences at kinder. This is to ensure
appropriate treatment is provided to each
child, if required. You will be need to provide
a suitable Action Plan for your child from your
General Practitioner.

On completing a medical plan outlining risk
minimization with the staff, your child will have
a medical bag made up, which contains their
medications. This bag is stored in the playroom
with the Action Plan, where it is easily accessible
if needed for your child.

Medication
If parents wish staff to administer medication
to a child written permission will need to be
provided along with a signature. All details will
be written in the Medication Book on arrival and
the person collecting the child will be required
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to sign this book when the child is collected. The
medication must be in the original container
with the original label and directions, as these
will be followed accordingly.
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Accidents of illness at kindergarten
Accidents or illnesses that occur whilst your child
is at kindergarten will be recorded in the first aid
record book. If this occurs the person collecting

the child will need to sign the book alongside
the description of what has occurred.

Evacuations
Procedures for emergency evacuation and
lockdown are practiced each term with the
children to ensure that they are familiar with

them in the event of a real emergency. The
Emergency Management Plan is available
on request.

Washing
We will seek each family’s assistance
approximately once a term, to take a washing
bag of laundry home. This will generally include
items such as our art smocks or towels used to
dry down wet equipment or to mop up water

spills etc. Laundry can be taken home over a
weekend and returned at the next scheduled
kinder session.

Recycling
At kinder we love to repurpose boxes,
packaging and other interesting items by
utilizing our creativity.

Please send along any materials you believe
we could make use of and place them in our
recycling box in the kindergarten reception
area.

Committee of Management
Kinder@Flinders staff, are accountable to the
Head of Primary and in-turn, to the Campus
Principal. As a result, there is no separate
Committee of Management that oversees the
day-to-day operation of the kindergarten.
Involvement in the activities of the school
for parents and interested parties can occur
through connecting with the Parents and
Friends Organisation.

This group of individuals meet once a month
and undertake projects which benefit the
students through community building and
fundraising ventures. Parents are encouraged
to build connections with other families through
the organization of social events. This provides
the opportunity to get to know other parents
and allow your child the opportunity to foster
friendships with other children outside of the
kindergarten.
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Transition
Across both the K3 and K4 kindergarten
year, there are strategic opportunities
for kindergarten children to undertake
activities and interact with staff and children
from the main campus. As a result, these

intentional activities and the culture of utilizing
opportunities to mix with the wider student
population supports your child’s positive
transition into the primary school at Flinders.

Evidence of immunisation after
enrolment
From 1 November 2018, parents of children
attending early childhood services are required
to provide the service with evidence that
their child continues to be up to date with
immunisations while attending kindergarten.
An Immunisation History Statement from the
Australian Immunisation Register is the only
acceptable form of evidence.
If there is a vaccine-preventable disease
outbreak at the service, accurate and current
evidence of immunisation enables us to work
with health authorities to quickly identify
children at risk (for example, children too young
to be fully immunised against a disease) and
take whatever action is required to protect
public health.

Parents/carers should provide the kindergarten
with up-to-date evidence of immunisation as
soon as is practical after their child receives a
vaccination, or in response to a request from
kindergarten staff.
If you are foresee difficulty meeting this
obligation, please discuss this with a
kindergarten staff member as soon as possible.

Kindergarten Fee Subsidy (KFS)
To promote participation by enabling eligible
children to attend a funded kindergarten
program at a reduced cost in the year before
school. The subsidy described above is paid by
the Department of Education to each eligible
child who meets the following criteria:
• is Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander, or
• holds, or has a parent/guardian who holds
a Humanitarian or refugee Visa, or

• is a multiple birth child (triplets or more), or
• holds, or has a parent who holds a
Commonwealth Health Care Card,
Pensioner Concession Card or Veteran’s
Affairs Card.
In most cases the eligible family would need
to pay full fees until September when the KFS
would be refunded back to the family via the
College’s business office.

Kinder@Flinders policies
It is a legislative requirement that kindergartens
adopt and adhere to a range of policies that
guide the operations of the kindergarten.
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Our policies are available in the Policy and
Procedures manual located in the office. If you
wish to view the kindergarten’s policies please
request them from a member of staff.

A Child’s Plea (Author Unknown)
Today I did my math and science.
I toasted bread, I halved and quartered, counted, measured and used my eyes, ears and hands.
I added and subtracted on the way.
I used magnets, blocks and memory tray.
I learned about a rainbow and how to weigh.
So please don’t say –
“ANYTHNG IN YOUR BAG TODAY?”
You see. I’m sharing as I play, to learn to listen and speak clearly when I talk, to wait my turn and
when inside to walk.
To put my words into a phrase, to find my name and write it down.
To do it with a smile and not a frown,
to put my pasting brush away.
So please don’t say “WHAT NOTHING IN YOUR BAG TODAY?”
I learned about a snail and a worm.
Remembered how to take my turn.
Helped a friend when he was stuck.
Learned that water runs off a duck.
Looked at words from left to right.
Agreed to differ, not to fight.
So please don’t say –
“DID YOU ONLY PLAY TODAY?”
Yes, I played the whole day through.
I played to learn the things I do.
I speak a problem, find a clue and work out for myself just what to do.
My teachers’ set the scene, and stay nearby to help me when I really try.
They are there to pose the problems, and to help me think.
I hope they will keep me floating and never let me sink.
All of this is in my head and not in my bag.
It makes me sad to hear you say –
“HAVEN’T YOU DONE ANYTHING TODAY?”
When you attend your meeting today and do your work I will remember not to say to you –
“WHAT NOTHING IN YOUR BAG TODAY? WHAT DID YOU DO?
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