Feast Day

Message 2025

On this special day we gather as a national
group within EREA to focus and reflect upon

the person of Blessed Edmund Rice, his charism

and our place in the Church. His Feast Day is
a time to celebrate the wealth of selflessness
that he possessed and passed on to those
he encountered. We celebrate his life, love,
spirituality and charism. We give thanks

for his vision and mission, the raising up of
the poor and the oppressed to be pillars of
Christ’s presence in our world, a system of
education and a network of schools where
the student is at the heart of the process
and Gospel values permeate the entire school
community. We hope that spirit lives on for
us today.

Pope Francis in his January 2025 weekly
video reminded us that not all have access
to education. He stated that “today we're
experiencing an educational catastrophe due
to wars, migration, and poverty, and some
250 million boys and girls lack education”.

The challenge set before us by Pope Francis
requires us to go beyond our work, beyond our
achievements and to walk humbly together
with the love of Jesus in our hearts. As a part
of the EREA family we are being called to open
the minds, hearts and hands of all our students
to the wonder and freedom of a faith that does
justice. With Christ at our centre, we can be
courageous, collegial, respectful and inclusive.
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This is the leadership at the heart of EREA, a
‘servant leadership’ made manifest in the life of
Blessed Edmund Rice. As well, the Jubilee year
of our Church calls us all to be ‘Pilgrims of Hope’
and to take up the challenge to rediscover the
centrality of the Jesus message in our own lives,
and to offer that witness to others.

Scripture also reminds us of our connection with
the messages of Christ and to reach out to others:

“You must make every effort to support
your faith with goodness, and goodness
with knowledge and knowledge with
self-control, and self-control with endurance,
and endurance with godliness, and godliness
with mutual affection, and mutual affection
with love. For if these things are yours and
are increasing among you, they keep you
from being ineffective and unfruitful in

the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2: Peter: 1: 5-9



The Edmund Rice family continues the
traditions set by Blessed Edmund Rice of
listening and responding to the Gospel
teachings of Jesus, living out the Gospel values
in solidarity with one another. Our Touchstones
encourage and guide us to transform the lives
of students through education, built upon the
foundations of justice and liberation.

Let us all celebrate the life of Edmund Rice,

a visionary educator and champion of social
justice who founded the Christian Brothers,
dedicating his life to providing education to
the poor. His legacy reminds us to strive for
excellence, compassion, and equality in all we
do. Let’s honour his spirit by making a positive
impact in our communities today.
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We hope that each person in the EREA family
enjoys the Feast Day of Blessed Edmund Rice
and that all those in EREA schools, Flexis and
Early Learning Centres enjoy a fun filled day of
activities and engagement whilst reflecting on
what Edmund expects of us all.

Live Jesus in our Hearts - Forever
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