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As we approach and mark National Reconciliation Week (May 27-June 3), Edmund Rice Education Australia
(EREA) reaffirms its commitment to truth telling, healing and building and maintaining authentic
relationships that value and honour First Nations People, Cultures and histories. EREA acknowledges that
schools, including EREA schools have been tools of marginalisation and discrimination for Indigenous
people. With this acknowledgment, EREA understands the significance and responsibility of being a
national education provider, and as such, recognise that we are uniquely placed to lead change, foster
understanding and shape future generations through social justice orientated teaching.

This week calls all Australians to reflect on our shared history, to learn and to take meaningful action
towards a socially just future.

Our commitment is reflected in the EREA Charter and expressed through our Touchstones which call us to
be inclusive, liberating, gospel centred, and justice orientated through solidarity. These values underpin our
ethos and through the Charism of Edmund Rice, we commit to Reconciliation through our actions to
contribute to an Australian society where First Nations voices are heard, valued, respected and visible
within our sphere of influence in a way that contributes more broadly.

EREA publicly expressed support for the Uluru Statement from the Heart, aligning with its call for Voice,
Treaty and Truth, and our schools regularly affirm our commitment towards Reconciliation through school-
based initiatives, Narragunnawali Reconciliation Actions Plans and Reconciliation Week activities.

National Reconciliation Week is held during the same week every year and these dates commemorate two
significant milestones in the reconciliation journey- the successful 67 Referendum and the High Court
Mabo decision.

EREA acknowledges Indigenous people have and will continue to act in the pursuit of justice, recognition
and Reconciliation in a way that acknowledges the ongoing impact of colonisation, but honours the
intergenerational resistance, strength and resilience of Indigenous people.

During National Reconciliation Week, and every day, EREA continues to stand in unity with First Nations
people, pledging to ensure our actions reflect our commitment now and into the future.

The following links are included for your reference:

- EREA-Charter-2024-digital-1.pdf

- Narragunnawali Home

- Endorsement of the Uluru Statement from the Heart - Edmund Rice Education Australia
- Learning Statement - Edmund Rice Education Australia
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https://www.reconciliation.org.au/publication/1967-referendum/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/publication/the-mabo-native-title-decision/
https://www.erea.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/EREA-Charter-2024-digital-1.pdf
https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/
https://www.erea.edu.au/endorsement-of-the-uluru-statement-from-the-heart/
https://www.erea.edu.au/learning-statement/

