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From the EREA Council

Edmund Rice Education Australia mourns the passing of His Holiness, Pope Francis on Easter Monday,
21 April 2025.

In this Easter season, in solidarity with the universal Church, we recognize the Risen Christ who lived
through him and who we constantly strive to be. Francis shone a light on the wisdom and capacity we
all possess to lead and respond as the People of God, a Church committed to building a better world.

In solidarity with the poor, we recognise the radical leadership of Francis in responding to the realities
of people’s lives. He challenged each of us to imagine and create communities where the causes of
poverty, oppression, exclusion and injustice are understood and addressed. Pope Francis recognized
that the only response was mercy and hope: working in the messiness of the world, alleviating suffering
and striving for justice and peace.

In solidarity with our planet, we celebrate the inspiration and architect of Laudato si’. Pope Francis
spoke a language of inclusion, liberation, spirituality, justice and solidarity, underpinned by a
theological wisdom that expanded this love and care beyond humanity to all of creation. With wisdom,
simplicity and humility, this work of transformation and change has generated renewal, hope and
optimism for our “common home.”

In solidarity with the homeless, the prisoner, the refugee, the asylum-seeker, the stateless and the
victim of conflict, we are emboldened by his courageous messages, his simple gestures and daily
actions which challenged individuals, communities, governments, authoritarian leaders and
international bodies to care for those most in need and commit to a more loving and compassionate
world.

At a time when the foundations of truth are under threat, Francis, through his life and work, continually
answered the question Pontius Pilate directed to a tortured Jesus: "Truth, what is that?" Francis humbly
showed us the way, the truth, and the lives expected of us as he made the vulnerable a priority and led
transformation within and beyond the Catholic community.

May we continue to have the courage to enact the words of Francis, included in the Charter for Catholic
Schools in the Edmund Rice Tradition (2024):

We are not in a change of era, but an era of change...
The world needs our creative and prophetic capacities.
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