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TERM 4 | WEEK 5 

Monday 10 November  

Â MS/SS PE Week 

Â Year 10 Kayaking Camp  

Â Year 12 Exams continue  

Tuesday 11 November  

Â Remembrance Day  

Â Year 11 Bio/Physics/Chem 

Trip to Flinders University 

Wednesday 12 November  

Â Lighthouse Early Learning 

Community Excursion  

Â Year 11 Drama Production  

Thursday 13 November  

Â Year 5/6 Girls Netball Carnival  

Â Year 12 Gratitude Dinner  

Friday 14 November  

Â Final House for 2025  

Â SACA Growing Cricket  

 

TERM 4 | WEEK 6 

Tuesday 18 November  

Â Year 7/2026 Parent Info Session: 

High School Transition, 5.30pm   

Wednesday 19 November  

Â Early Learning 2026 

Information Night, 5pm  

Â Year 9 Community Project 

Presentation, 6pm   

Wednesday 19 November  

Â Year 11 Exams Commence  

Â Year 7/8 Boys Cricket  

One door closes 
and  another opens  
KELVIN GRIVELL |  PRINCIPAL 

Last week was quite beautiful in one way, 

yet rather sad in another. On Wednesday 

we welcomed our incoming Year 7 

students for 2026, along with our own 

current Year 6s, as we hosted The Big Day 

In. It's a day of connecting, familiarising 

and settling in. A day when new 

friendships emerge and when anxieties 

are eased. In the evening the families of next year's Year 7 classes 

took their turn. We also hoped they felt a sense of connection, 

calm and readiness for the year ahead.  

On the flipside, on Friday morning we said goodbye to our Year 12 

students: the Class of 2025. For anywhere between twelve months 

and fourteen years, these young men and women have been a 

critical part of the Encounter Family. We acknowledged who they are 

and what they mean to us. Although it is the right time for them to 

begin new chapters of their lives, it's done with a degree of sadness 

as our close connection will not remain the same when they leave.  

All of that said, and in the words of Ned Kelly, 'such is life' . It is the 

way it is, the way it should be. Despite the joy, the sadness, the 

opportunities, the uncertainties, for our soon -to -be Year 7s and our 

departing Year 12s, life has something new in store for them.  

Particularly important as we think of the Class of 2025, perhaps Dr Seuss 

said it best: 'Don't cry because it's over; smile because it happened' . 

Each step, each year and each experience is worthwhile. Let's 

choose to embrace them all as we seek to raise the very best versions 

of these young people.  

ð Kelvin  For the latest calendar, check the 

Encounter App or website at  
www.encounter.sa.edu.au/calendar  

CONTINUED Ā 

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/latest/calendar
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A Tasmanian 
Reminder of Godõs 
Beautiful Creation  
TYNA NEWMAN| BUSINESS MANAGER 

òThe heavens declare the glory of God; the 

skies proclaim the work of his hands.ó 

ñ Psalm 19:1 

òFor since the creation of the world Godõs 

invisible qualities ñhis eternal power and 

divine nature ñhave been clearly seen, being 

understood from what has been made.ó 

ñ Romans 1:20  

On a recent holiday to Tasmania, I was 

reminded of just how blessed we are to live in 

such an incredible part of the world, with 

breathtaking destinations right on our doorstep. 

From the vibrant charm of Hobart to the serene 

beauty of Cradle Mountain, and the rich, 

sometimes sobering history of Tasmania, we 

were fortunate to spend 11 days soaking it all in.  

Tasmania is truly a land of contrasts ñwhere you 

can experience sunshine, rain, snow, and hail 

all in a single day. On our journey from Strahan 

to Cradle Mountain, we began in sunshine, 

drove through snow at Derwent Bridge, and 

arrived at our accommodation at Cradle 

Alpine Retreat in rain and hail. It was a stunning 

and surreal experience. Along the way, we 

were delighted by the many wallabies and 

pademelons lining the roadside, slowing our 

journey but adding to its charm.  

The convict history of Tasmania, though harsh, 

adds a profound depth to the landõs story. 

Learning about the beginnings of Van Diemenõs 

Land gave us insight into the resilience and 

hardship of those early days.  

We explored many remarkable places ñBruny 

Island, Sarah Island, Russell Falls, Hastings Caves, 

Launceston, and Richmond, to name a few. 

Each location held its own historical 

significance and showcased the awe -inspiring 

beauty of Godõs creation. 

As we approach the end of the year and begin 

planning our next adventure ñperhaps 

exploring 4WD tracks in the Bendleby Ranges 

with family ñmay we take time to truly 

appreciate what God has provided. His 

creation is not just scenery; itõs a sanctuary. A 

place to reconnect, to breathe deeply, and to 

remember that we are part of something far 

greater.  

Let this awareness shape our gratitude and 

guide our plans. Whether we find ourselves in 

the mountains, valleys, or desert tracks, may we 

always be reminded of Godõs presence and 

the beauty of His beginnings in the world 

around us.  

ð Tyna 



 

  

  

 

INTRODUCING... 

Braden Kramer  

Hi, my name is Braden, and I 

am a Grounds & Maintenance 

Officer at Encounter. The 

favourite thing about my job is 

helping people.   

What drew you to Encounter 

Lutheran College? Family and 

location.  

What were you doing before 

coming to Encounter? I was 

working as a grounds and 

maintenance officer at Seaford 

Secondary College.  

Describe yourself in three 

words:  Helpful, kind & loyal.  

What were your first impressions 

of Encounter?  The values and 

culture of the College.  

What is your favourite animal and 

why? Cattle as they are majestic.  

What is something you may not 

know about me: I was a shearer 

for 15 years.  

What is your greatest 

accomplishment? Putting up with 

my wife for the last 17 

years :) ...but looking forward to 

the next 17 years!  

What are some words of wisdom 

you would like to pass on to 

current students? He who makes 

no mistakes, makes nothing at all.  

ð Braden  

STAFF PROFILE 

Remembrance Day  

You are invited to join Encounterõs College 

Captains at either of the following two 

Remembrance Day services being held on 

Tuesday, 11th November from 10.45am.  

Â Victor Harbor Soldiers Memorial Gardens , 

Flinders Parade, 10.45am  

Â Port Elliot War Memorial , The Strand, 10.45am  

òOn the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 

11th month, we will remember themó  

Tasting notes available at  

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/news/25th -anniversary -wine  

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/news/25th-anniversary-wine


 

 

The Gift of Boredom:  
Why itõs good for your childõs brain 

TORI WEISS |  HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL 

Have a thinké when is the last time you waited 

for an appointment, or in a queue, or sat in the 

car waiting for your childõs sports practice to 

finish without picking up your phone?  

In todayõs fast-paced, hyper -connected world, 

phones and devices offer instant stimulation. 

Whenever we feel even a moment of 

discomfort, waiting, or stillness, we can reach for 

a device and scroll, swipe, or tap. This constant 

access to entertainment and information means 

we rarely sit with boredom long enough for our 

minds to wander.  

Instead of allowing the brain to enter a restful, 

reflective state, phones or devices keep it in a 

state of alertness and distraction. This can 

interrupt the natural cognitive process that 

boredom initiates ñone thatõs essential for 

creativity and problem -solving.  

As parents, we have all heard our children utter 

the dreaded ôIõm bored!õ and itõs natural to want 

our children to be engaged, stimulated, and 

productive.  

But what if boredom isnõt something to be 

avoided ñbut embraced?  

From an educational perspective, boredom is 

not only normal ñitõs absolutely necessary.  

Boredom Fuels Creativity  

Research shows that when children experience 

boredom, their brains begin to seek stimulation 

from within. This internal wandering ñknown 

as daydreaming ñactivates the brainõs default 

mode network, which is closely linked to 

imagination, problem -solving, and creative 

thinking.  

A study published in the journal  Academy of 

Management Discoveries  found that participants 

who engaged in a boring task (like copying 

numbers from a phone book) later came up with 

more creative ideas than those who didnõt. 

Why? Because boredom gave their minds space 

to roam.  

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Boredom Builds Resilience and Independence  

When children are constantly entertained, they 

miss opportunities to develop self -directed 

thinking. Boredom encourages them to explore, 

invent, and take initiative. Itõs in those quiet, 

unstructured moments that they might build a 

fort, write a story, or discover a new interest.  

Boredom Supports Emotional Regulation  

Learning to sit with boredom helps children 

develop patience and emotional resilience. It 

teaches them that not every moment needs to 

be filled ñand that they have the capacity to 

manage discomfort and find their own way 

through it.  



 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

What Can Parents Do?  

Â Resist the urge to fill every gap.  Itõs okay if 

your child says, òIõm bored.ó Instead of 

offering a solution, ask, òWhat could you do 

with this time?ó 

Â Limit screen time.  Digital devices offer instant 

stimulation, but they can crowd out the 

mental space needed for creativity and 

reflection and lead to a host of other 

problems.  

Â Create space for unstructured play.  Let your 

child be the architect of their own time ñ

without a schedule or agenda.  

Boredom isnõt a problem to solveñitõs a 

doorway to deeper thinking, creativity, and 

growth. So next time your child complains of 

being bored, take a breath and smile. Their 

brain is doing important work!  

ð Tori 

The Gift of Boredom (continued)  YMCA OSHC  

Early Learning Enrolments 2026  

If you are intending to enrol your child at 

Lighthouse Early Learning in 2026, now is this 

time as we are finalising bookings for next year 

and transition visits have been scheduled for 

later this term. For further details, please 

contact claire.mckenzie@encounter.sa.edu.au .  

A Parent Information Night is being held for new 

families on Wednesday 19th November from 

5.00pm -6.00pm at Lighthouse Early Learning.  

Learn more about YMCA OSHC Before and 

After School Care and Vacation Care at 

Encounter Lutheran College at: 

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/enrolments/oshc  

mailto:claire.mckenzie@encounter.sa.edu.au
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/enrolments/oshc


  

  

 

COLLEGE NEWS 

2026 Student Leaders  
At a special Whole College Assembly on Friday 

7th November, we had the honour of presenting 

the Student Leadership badges and installing  

our incoming College Captains and House 

Captains for 2026.  

Our student leaders represent a significant part 

of the culture at Encounter and we recognise 

the role that all those in the past, present and 

future have and will continue to play in 

upholding the values and spirit of Encounter to 

which we hold so dearly.  

Congratulations to the following students:  

COLLEGE CAPTAINS 

Â Senior College Captains - Brodie Cross and 

Lola Turner (*installed last Friday at the Year 12 Final Shine)  

Â Junior School Captains - Theo Fishlock and 

Lucy Hambour  

HOUSE CAPTAINS 

Coorong House (Kurrangk)  

Â Senior School - Caleb Hood and Bailey  De Luca   

Â Junior School - Bentley Giles and Ronan  Grant  

 Granite House (Kaiki)  

Â Senior School - Corey Allsop and Levi  Madder n  

Â Junior School - Ines Wolverton and 

Sebastian  Riggs   

Rosetta House (Plonggi)  

Â Senior School - Thomas Loiterton and  

Raquel  Bloomfield  

Â Junior School - Torin Keane (absent) and 

Indi  Nordhas  

Yilki House (Yilki) 

Â Senior School - Frankie Welk and Hayley Clapp   

Â Junior School - Lexi Wegener and 

Florence  Nitschke  



2026 Term Dates  

The Term Dates for 2026 are now available on 

our website located at 

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/events/term -dates  

  

  

 

COLLEGE NEWS 

From Barista Beginnings to 

Confident Leaders  

Celebrating our GPS Café Year 12 

Volunteers  

Last week, a special celebration took place at 

Encounterõs much-loved GPS Café, as Café 

Manager, Michael Duchow, recognised nine 

incredible Year 12 students who have 

generously volunteered their time throughout 

their Middle and Senior School years.  

The GPS Café - open to Senior School students 

and staff, offers far more than just coffee. It 

provides a real -life learning environment where 

students can gain hands -on experience in 

customer service, teamwork and hospitality. For 

many, itõs also a place where confidence grows 

and friendships flourish.  

In his heartfelt thank -you speech, Michael 

shared how proud he was to see the 

transformation in each student over the years.  

òItõs been wonderful to see how much each of 

them has grown in confidence,ó he said.  òSome 

started off nervously making coffees or taking 

orders, and now theyõve become wonderful 

role models and mentors to our younger café 

volunteers.ó 

Each graduating student received a bespoke 

GPS Caf® apron and one of Michaelõs famous 

chocolate brownies, beautifully gift -wrapped as 

a token of appreciation and a memento of 

their time behind the counter.  

The GPS Café holds a special place in the 

Encounter community. Its name comes from a 

quote by Greek Roman philosopher Gaius 

Plinius Secundus (GPS):  

òHome is where the heart is,  

and the heart is in the kitchen.ó 

This spirit of warmth, generosity and community 

continues to make the GPS Café one of 

Encounterõs most loved features - a place 

where skills are learned, friendships are made, 

and hearts are full.  

Â Learn more about the GPS Café at 

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/community/gps -cafe  

Night on the Green 2026  
FRIDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2026 

Calling all community groups!  

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/events/nog  

Â Michael Duchow in the GPS Café together with 

volunteer students from the graduating Class of 2025  

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/events/term-dates
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/community/gps-cafe
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/events/nog


  

  

 

COLLEGE NEWS 

Cultural Awareness 

and  Truth-telling  

In Week 2, Encounter's Year 5, 6, and 9 students 

took part in an inspiring Cultural Awareness and 

Truth-telling session  with Jade Brook  from 

Australians Together. The workshops 

encouraged students to explore Australiaõs 

shared history, focusing on understanding the 

experiences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples and the ongoing importance 

of truth and respect in reconciliation.  

Australians Together  is an education 

organisation that partners with schools to help 

teachers and students engage with First Nations 

perspectives in meaningful, age -appropriate 

ways. Their programs invite students to reflect on 

how the past shapes the present and how 

understanding can lead to positive change.  

During the sessions, Jade shared stories, 

perspectives, and interactive activities that 

helped students connect emotionally and 

critically with Australiaõs history. Students 

described the experience as eye -opening and 

thought -provoking, gaining a stronger sense of 

empathy, respect, and appreciation for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures.  

The sessions reinforced Encounter Lutheran 

Collegeõs ongoing commitment to reconciliation 

and intercultural understanding, helping 

students see how learning the truth about the 

past can guide a more respectful and united 

future.  

ҍ Nyree Davis | Indigenous Education Coordinator  

NEWS FROM THE NEST 

Library Borrowing  

A reminder that the last week for class library 

borrowing is Week 5 (10th -14th November) for 

students who have no overdue books with all 

books to be returned by end of Week 6.  

House points will be awarded to the House with 

the least amount of books still outstanding at 

the end on Friday 21st November.   

Year 3 Zoom meeting with 

Author, Favel Parrett  

The Year 3s have enjoyed reading together in 

class, a book called ôWandiõ by Favel Parrett.   

Wandi is based on a true story about a small 

dingo cub in Victoria, which is believed to have 

been picked up by a wedge -tail eagle at five 

weeks old and fell from the sky landing in 

someoneõs backyard.   

The cub was taken to the Dingo Discovery 

Sanctuary and Research Centre where they 

named him ôWandiõ because he was found in a 

town called Wandiligong.                     

It was discovered Wandi was a pure bred 

alpine dingo, and since 2019 he has been the 

ambassador of the Dingo Sanctuary 

amassingnearly 60,000 followers on 

Instagram!  @wandi_dingo  

Favel Parrett volunteers every week at the 

Dingo Sanctuary and is passionate about raising 

awareness about the conservation and 

protection of dingoes and all wildlife.  



We're excited to announce the release of our 

new Encounter Lutheran College car bumper 

stickers as we celebrate 25 years of Encounter!  

As a special promotion for the remainder of the 

year, we'll be running a 'Stick it to win it' competition.  

Â Step 1 - Collect an Encounter car sticker from the 

Front Office, College Shop or Early Learning.  

Â Step 2 - Stick it to the rear window of your car 

and  register your details for an extra chance to win:  

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/about/contact/promotions  

Â Step 4 - Wait for your car rego to be number to be  

announced every Friday at midday on our social 

media, app, website and newsletter.  

Â Step 5 - Collect your $25 voucher for The 

Causeway Café from the Front Office!  
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COLLEGE NEWS 

  

  

 

Win a $25 voucher to 

The Causeway Café!  

Congratulations to our weekly winners!  
www.encounter.sa.edu.au/news/stick -it-to -win -it 

#7 ð S903-CRU #11 ð S844-BYG 


