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TERM 4 | WEEK 3 

Monday 27 October  

Â Year 10 Mock Interviews 

(until 28/10)  

Â Year 5 Goolwa Excursion  

Tuesday 28 October  

Â Year 3 Central Market & 

City Excursion  

Â Year 5/6 SAPSASA 

Knockout Tennis (Round 1)  

Â A Creative Encounter - SS 

Arts/Design Showcase, 6pm  

Wednesday 29 October  

Â Year 7/2026 ôBig Day Inõ 

Â Year 7/2026 Parent 

Information Night, 5.15pm 

(for a 6.00pm start)  

Thursday 30 October  

Â Year 12 Breakfast  

Â Once Upon A Festival  

Â Year 2 Student Led Conf.  

Friday 31 October  

Â Year 12 Final Shine, 9am  

Â Year 1 Sleepover  

Â SACA Cricket for Girls  

 

TERM 4 | WEEK 4 

Monday 3 November  

Â Year 12 Exams Commence  

Â Year 10 Outdoor Ed Kayaking  

Â Year 11 PE Kayaking  

The Gift of Now  
KELVIN GRIVELL |  PRINCIPAL 

Term 4 is always a unique term, where we 

prepare for the end of year, say some 

farewells and look ahead to Christmas 

celebrations, as well as to the year 

ahead.  

In my role I have to be particularly 

focused on what's coming next, as there is 

staff recruitment, other decisions and a 

great deal of planning required between now and late January to 

ensure we have our house in order ready for 2026.  

Now back to those farewells. We are often so focused on and 

perhaps distracted by what's coming next, or perhaps reflecting 

upon what has and has not gone so well this year, that we forget 

to live in the moment. At the recent Australian Conference on 

Lutheran Education in Brisbane, Hugh van Cuylenburg (The 

Resilience Project  and The Imperfects  podcast) shared research 

that shows we spend 49% of our time pondering   the past and 34% 

with our minds in the future. That leaves a meagre 17% to be 

present, right here and now.  

In light of school life, where we barely have a week remaining with 

our outgoing Year 12 students, it would be so sad if I focused too 

much on what is coming and failed to soak up the time left we 

have with these amazing young men and women who we will 

soon see (at least in this context) for the last time.   

For a large handful of the Class of 2025 who have been here for 

the same 14 years I have been, it's especially poignant.  

For the latest calendar, check the 

Encounter App or website at  
www.encounter.sa.edu.au/calendar  

CONTINUED Ā 

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/latest/calendar
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For all of them, however, they are precious 

people who I (and many others on our staff 

team) am eager to enjoy every last moment 

with as we prepare to say our goodbyes.  

I have, therefore, found myself, loitering with 

intent in the Year 12 area since Term 4 started, 

checking in, chatting, just observing and 

enjoying who they are and how they have 

contributed to Encounter.  

For those of us who work alongside young 

people, from Year 12 all the way down to our 

Early Learners, capturing as many moments as 

we can to dwell in 'the now' is a wonderful 

reminder of the gift that today is to each of us.                                                         

ð Kelvin  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
The Gift of Now CONTINUED Ā 

Year 12 Key Dates  

Â Thursday 30th October ð Final day of lessons 

for Year 12 students. Breakfast will be 

provided for students by Mr Grivell & Mr 

Grear.  

Â Friday 31st October ð Final Shine for Year 12 

students ð 9.00am, Whole of College. (Doors 

open at 8.30am). Families are invited to 

attend this special occasion. A morning tea 

will be provided for both students and 

parents at the conclusion of this service.  

Â Monday 3rd November ð Year 12 Exams 

commence. *Students are to wear summer 

or winter uniform to all exams (not PE 

Uniform).  

Â Thursday 13th November ð Year 12 Gratitude 

Dinner in celebration of the graduating Class 

of 2025.  
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The gift of 
Connection  
JEN BISCOE| INCLUSIVE LEARNING 

COORDINATOR 7-12 

During the school holidays, I had the privilege of 

travelling to Japan with 16 of our students and 

two staff members to visit our sister school, 

Kohoku Junior High. During our homestays, we 

were warmly welcomed into the homes and 

lives of families who, at first glance, seemed so 

different from us. Different language, food, 

routines, and customs. Yet, within days, those 

differences faded, replaced by laughter, 

kindness, and a genuine sense of connection.  

One of the things that stood out to us all was 

the deep respect within Japanese culture. The 

way people think about others before 

themselves. From the smallest gestures, like 

bowing in greeting or offering the best seat to a 

guest, to the care shown in preparing meals or 

guiding us around town, there was a constant 

sense of thoughtfulness and humility.  

The Bible reminds us of this in Romans 12:10,  

òBe devoted to one another in love.  

Honour one another above yourselves.ó 

Our time in Japan reminded me how powerful it 

is when we live this out, when we show respect, 

patience, and kindness, especially to those 

from different backgrounds.  

We may not all be travelling overseas, but every 

day we have the chance to reflect Godõs love 

in how we treat others. By listening well, showing 

gratitude, and putting others first. In doing so, 

we help build bridges that cross cultures, 

languages, and differences, reminding us that 

we are all part of Godõs beautifully diverse 

family .  

ð Jen 

Term 4 Prayer Breakfast  
Wednesday 5th November | 8.45am  

Families, friends and supporters of the College 

are invited to our Term 4 Prayer Breakfast as we 

pray for our College community.  

Wednesday 5th November, 8.45am until 9.45am 

in the Staff Lounge. Refreshments available 

upon arrival, concluding with tea and coffee.  

For planning purposes, please RSVP to  

encounter.sa.edu.au/events/prayer -breakfast -4 

Early Learning Enrolments 2026  

If you are intending to enrol your child at 

Lighthouse Early Learning in 2026, now is this 

time as we are finalising bookings for next year 

and transition visits have been scheduled for 

later this term. For further details, please 

contact claire.mckenzie@encounter.sa.edu.au .  

A Parent Information Night is being held for new 

families on Wednesday 19th November from 

5.00pm -6.00pm at Lighthouse Early Learning.  

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/events/prayer-breakfast-4
mailto:claire.mckenzie@encounter.sa.edu.au


  

  

 

INTRODUCING... Trevor Wright  

Hi, my name is Trevor and I am the IT Manager at Encounter. 

The favourite thing about my job is the people I get to work with.   

What drew you to Encounter Lutheran College?  

Two main drawcards. The first is location. I have been living on the 

South Coast for ten years but spending most of my time in the 

western suburbs for work. I wanted to be part of and contribute to 

the community in which I live and the community that helped 

raise my children. The second drawcard was the ability to work 

within Christian schooling. A ministry that I believe is effective at 

showing the world the hope and love that Jesus offers.   

What were you doing before coming to Encounter?  

I was the Manager of ICT Services at Sacred Heart College in 

Somerton Park.  

What were your first impressions of Encounter Lutheran College? 

My first impressions of the College were made ten years ago when 

my wife and I enrolled our children. Back then my impression was 

wow, what a friendly community. Ten years on and in my first few 

weeks of employment, my impression is much the same.  

What are you most excited about for this next year? I am excited 

to invigorate the IT team and develop some robust and secure 

systems and practices within the IT space at Encounter.  

Describe yourself in three words:  Father, Learner & Friendly.  

What are you most passionate about?  

Family and my Christian faith.  

What do you do for fun or relaxation?  

I love doing almost anything with my hands, be it woodwork, 

mechanical or general handyman work. I enjoy getting out on my 

bike, and quiet coffee breaks.  

What is your best childhood memory?  

Endless summers at the beach with friends.  

What is your favourite place that you have ever lived or visited? 

I love the quiet of Kangaroo Island, but more generally, the entire 

south coast of SA, Its one of the nicest parts of Australia. Itõs far too 

easy to take for granted what we wake to each day.  

Who is your favourite music artist? I love Paul Kelly, the art of telling 

a story through song steals my attention.  

What is your greatest accomplishment? Although the credit 

doesnõt belong with me, my greatest accomplishment is my 

family. To be able to witness to my children a loving marriage and 

see my children grow into the young adults gives me much joy.  

STAFF PROFILE 

What is one fun fact about me: 

Big 36ers fan.  

What is the best advice that 

you have every received? 

To look at what is, instead of 

what isnõt. 

When you were a school 

student, what did you want to 

be when you grew up? 

I wanted to be an aircraft 

mechanic for the RAAF.  

What are some words of 

wisdom you would like to pass 

on to current students? Take a 

step back occasionally and 

examine the big picture.  

What is your favourite Bible 

verse? 1 Peter 3:18 òFor Christ 

also suffered once  for sins, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, 

to bring you to God.  He was 

put to death in the body  but 

made alive in the Spiritó. I love 

this verse because it tells the 

how, but importantly also the 

why.  

ð Trevor 



 

 

Japan Trip 2025  
JON GREAR |  HEAD OF MIDDLE & SENIOR 

SCHOOL 

This time last week I was having a lazy day at 

home recovering from two weeks in Japan with 

16 of our Senior School students along with Mrs 

Biscoe and Mrs Sammells. The experience was 

uplifting, joyful, challenging, and mostly just a lot 

of fun.  

Our first main stop was the city of Fukuoka where 

we spent a day exploring and adjusting to our 

new environment. After 24 hours of travel it was 

nice to have our feet on the ground and an 

opportunity to take in our surroundings. The next 

stop for us was the highlight of the trip as we 

arrived in Kohoku for our school visits at Kohoku 

Junior High School, and for the students this also 

meant homestays with some local families.  

Our students have all studied Japanese at 

Encounter and this was an opportunity to 

practice their language skills and embrace the 

culture of Japan. Kohoku is a town of almost 

10,000 people with agriculture being the main 

industry. It felt, however, like their main industry 

was friendliness and hospitality as they made our 

students and teachers almost feel like visiting 

rock stars with flags waving, students calling out 

to say hello, and key council members arriving to 

ensure our stay was a success. During out days 

at the school our students spent time in classes 

such as English and Maths, they learnt how to 

make chopsticks from bamboo, the boys played 

a big game of something similar to òpoison balló 

in a PE lesson, they did calligraphy, they learnt 

Kendo, a modern Japanese martial art that uses 

bamboo swords as well as protective armour, 

and they sat and ate with and chatted to 

students. Each of our students also had to say a 

few words in Japanese at a school assembly, as 

did I.  

I loved watching students from both schools 

testing their language skills, and being 

courageous as they communicated with each 

other. Our students stayed in houses that look 

different to their own, they ate food that is rarely 

on the menu in Australia, and I was so 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

encouraged with the attitude of just ôhaving a 

goõ that our students displayed. Our connection 

to Japanese language and culture is an 

important part of the journey through the 

various years at our college and the visit to 

Kohoku reinforces the importance of Japanese 

as a subject.  

The trip also had a range of other learning 

opportunities, from how to negotiate the 

incredible rail network in Japan including using 

the ticketing system, to understanding which 

platform or train we required, to ensuring all 19 

of us got on and off the trains at the correct 

stops. Even ordering food and going shopping 

gave opportunities to learn.  

In 2026 we look forward to returning the favour 

and hosting students from Kohoku. I know the 

students and teachers who have just returned 

from Japan canõt wait. 

ð Jon  
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Australian Mathematics 

Competition  

The Australian Mathematics Competition is run 

each year for students in Australiasia and is split 

into Junior (Year 7/8), Intermediate (Year 9/10) 

and Senior (Year 11/12).   Each year the school 

asks maths teachers to nominate students who 

show potential in Mathematics and they are 

then asked via email if they would like to 

participate in this competition.   It is a 70 minute 

digital test that has multiple choice and some 

short answer questions.  

The following students responded and sat the 

test for these results:  

PARTICIPATION 

Â Year 11 ð Luke McLachlan  

PROFICIENCY (a set score)  

Â Year 8 ð Sienna Stewart, Charlotte Hogan, 

Flynn Jamieson  

Â Year 9  ð Anais Keenan, Darcy Nightingale  

CREDIT (top 55%)  

Â Year 7 ð Charlotte Brewster  

Â Year 9 ð Tara Cross 

Â Year 11 ð Jakob Cronin, Brodie Cross  

DISTINCTION (top 20%)  

Â Year 8 ð Ethan Hood (in top 5%)  

Â Year 10 ð Caleb Hood  

Â Year 11 ð Owen dõHotman de Villiers 

Ethan Hood was the top score in the 

school.   Well done to all the students for having 

a go at a difficult competition and it is lovely to 

see students front up for this annually.  

Best Surf Team on the 

South Coast!  

The first round of the South Coast Teams 

Challenge took place at Middleton Beach, 

where fun, small, and glassy conditions 

provided the perfect setting for a great day of 

surfing. Encounter Lutheran College was 

represented by two strong teams, both of 

which performed exceptionally well, finishing 

first and second overall to secure their place in 

Finals Day. 

Throughout the day, students demonstrated 

impressive skill, teamwork, and adaptability. 

Highlights included seeing new surfers take part 

in their first contest, the strong leadership shown 

by senior team members, and the incredible 

camaraderie across all year levels. Each 

student pushed themselves outside their 

comfort zone, learning from every heat and 

adjusting strategies based on the conditions 

and their role within the team.  

A special thank you goes to Tyson and Cruz 

from the media team for capturing the dayõs 

highlights, and to Raimundo, our current state 

champion, who stepped into the role of team 

manager while recovering from injury. His 

guidance and encouragement were 

invaluable to the teamõs success. 

With both teams advancing to Finals Day, the 

Encounter Surf Team has plenty to be proud of, 

and even more to look forward to in the next 

round.  
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NEWS FROM THE NEST 

Footy Fever... and a  

walk down memory lane  

September brought the excitement of ôFOOTY 

FEVERõ to The Nest! 

This highly anticipated house event had 

students collaborating with their House teams to 

tackle a mix of footy -themed quiz questions 

and showcase their ôNest friendlyõ handballing 

skills in a lively, competitive atmosphere.   

A big thank you to Justin Riggs, Belinda Delyster, 

and our fantastic College Captains, Henry and 

Evie, for their support in making the event such 

a success! Congratulations to the winning 

House, Yilki.  

To celebrate our Year 12 cohort and their 

incredible journey so far, we have compiled a 

collection of photos that are now on display in 

The Nest!  

It's a nostalgic trip down memory lane filled with 

laughs, milestones, and memories. Students are 

invited to stop by, reflect, and enjoy the 

moments that have shaped their time here at 

Encounter.  

Â Walk down memory lane: Year 12 photo display in The Nest  



We're excited to announce the release of our 

new Encounter Lutheran College car bumper 

stickers as we celebrate 25 years of Encounter!  

As a special promotion for the remainder of the 

year, we'll be running a 'Stick it to win it' competition.  

Â Step 1 - Collect an Encounter car sticker from the 

Front Office, College Shop or Early Learning.  

Â Step 2 - Stick it to the rear window of your car 

and  register your details for an extra chance to win:  

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/about/contact/promotions  

Â Step 4 - Wait for your car rego to be number to be  

announced every Friday at midday on our social 

media, app, website and newsletter.  

Â Step 5 - Collect your $25 voucher for The 

Causeway Café from the Front Office!  

8Ʀ-*& -Ʀ Ʀ. 1-( -ƦX 
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Win a $25 voucher to 

The Causeway Café!  

Congratulations to our weekly winners!  
www.encounter.sa.edu.au/news/stick -it-to -win -it 

#3 ð S044-CLO 

#7 ð S903-CRU 

#8 ð S890-ACF 

#9 ð GOOBR-1 

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/about/contact/promotions
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/news/stick-it-to-win-it
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YMCA OSHC Vacation Care  

Learn more about YMCA OSHC at Encounter at  

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/enrolments/oshc  

Night on the Green 2026  
FRIDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2026 

For further details, or to submit a stallholder 

registration of interest, visit  

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/events/nog  

Tasting notes available at  

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/news/25th -anniversary -wine  

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/enrolments/oshc
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/events/nog

