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Welcome to SACE Stage 1 
The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is a modern, internationally recognised 
secondary school qualification designed to equip students with the skills, knowledge, and 
personal capabilities to successfully participate in our fast-paced global society. 

At Encounter Lutheran College our students commence their SACE journey in year 10, and 
it culminates at their graduation at the end of year 12. Over this time students study Stage 1 
(commencing in year 10, but mostly year 11), and Stage 2 (Year 12) subjects. At Encounter 
through career counselling and subject selection students chose subjects that they enjoy, 
that they feel confident in, and subjects that at times may be a pre-requisite for further 
study. It is important that students feel connected to their subjects as they manage the 
workload throughout Senior School. In Year 11 students are encouraged to explore both 
the subjects that may assist with their future career choices along with subject that they 
enjoy. 

At Encounter one of the many ways we give support to students as they work to 
completion of Stage 1 SACE, prior to their SACE Stage 2 journey, is through the support of 
our Wellbeing team. Our counsellor Jo Ashcroft is available to provide a range of 
assistance with any personal or mental health issues. Liz Bentley provides ongoing support 
to our senior students that can include organizational assistance, support for students 
feeling overwhelmed, friendship and social issues, and is also a trusted sounding board. 
Tom Ling provides an overarching Wellbeing Coordinator role. We also have Mel O’Donnell 
as our SACE Coordinator and VET (Vocational Education and Training) Coordinator, and 
Andrew Weiss is our Careers Coordinator. All these staff are available to support our 
students through to completion of their SACE. 

At Encounter Lutheran College our vision is to ensure our students can creatively solve 
problems, work in interdisciplinary groups and environments and effectively communicate 
knowledge. Our students, using appropriate skills, will innovate, collaborate and using real 
world experience, develop the capacity to thrive in an evolving and emerging work world. 
Students will be active participants in their learning, and will demonstrate advocacy, 
empathy and care for their world. We strongly believe that the best outcome for our 
students is for them to leave school feeling they have achieved to the best of their ability, 
and for our graduates to understand the responsibility of being good members of their 
community as they explore the opportunities that await them at the conclusion of their 
Encounter journey.  

JON GREAR 
Head of Middle and Senior School 
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Future Directions 
I remember as a student in Year 10 being told by my career counsellor 
that “the world is my oyster” when it came to what I might do when I 
leave school. I was also told “make sure you choose your career wisely as 
this will probably be something you will do for the rest of your life”. This 
caused me to be quite anxious as I was worried (particularly as I had no 
idea as to what I wanted to do when I left school) that I would make a 
wrong decision, choose the wrong subjects, and maybe be stuck in a job 
for the rest of my life that I wish I had never chosen. 

How things have changed when it comes to choosing careers and the 
work force a young person is now entering. The 21st century has seen a 
significant change in the nature of work. This change has been driven by 
rapid advancements in technology, globalization, and the demands of 
society. What was considered traditional career paths and job roles in the 
past are consistently changing. Gone are the days when a narrow and 
specific set of skills was sufficient for success in the workforce. Today, 
employers seek individuals who possess a diverse skill set that goes beyond 
technical expertise. Employers now highlight the importance of 21st 
century skills such as critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity, 
adaptability, collaboration, communication, and digital literacy as being 
valuable for the workforce both now and in the future. 

To thrive in this new and dynamic way the workplace has changed, 
individuals need to embrace lifelong learning, develop a growth mindset, 
and need to be adaptable and open to acquiring new skills throughout 
their careers. With careers now requiring individuals to work more at home 
rather than the conventional office space a person’s ability to be 
effective with virtual communication and collaboration is essential for 
success as well as their ability to work in diverse teams, and across cultures 
and time zones in today’s interconnected world. 

Helping a student make decisions about their future career is a role that 
Encounter Lutheran College takes seriously. Myself as the Career 
Development Coordinator and Mel O’Donnell as the VET and SACE 
coordinator play a vital role in guiding and supporting students through 
this process. There are many ways in which Encounter helps students make 
informed decisions about their future career path. These include: 

• Encouraging Exploration - at Encounter we encourage students to
explore their various interests and hobbies. We expose them to a wide
variety of activities, subjects, and experiences. We assist the students
in researching different career pathways, educational requirements,
potential job prospects and help them gather information from
reliable sources, such as career websites, industry professionals and
regular career counselling. By doing these things we help students
discover their passions and strengths to help them make more
informed career choices.
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• Non-judgemental Communication - when discussing future directions and career
paths we create an open and non-judgemental environment where the students feel
comfortable discussing their thoughts, dreams, and concerns about the future. From
Yr. 10 onwards regular conversations occur about their interests, goals, and
aspirations.

• Provide exposure to what is out there in the workforce - every student at Encounter
has the opportunity to explore the workforce in a number of different ways. Whether it
is visiting workplaces (through work experience), excursions to career, tertiary studies
and employment expos or getting work organisations and tertiary institutions to come
and speak to Encounter students. These experiences give Encounter students
valuable insights into the various jobs and professions that are out there to help them
make more realistic decisions. It gives Encounter students hands on experience to
help them clarify their career preferences and develop essential skills.

• Offer guidance, not direction and support the decision-making process - While it is
important to provide guidance to each student at Encounter, we do not impose what
we think the student should do. Ultimately, the decision about their future career
should be the students. Instead, we offer support, reassurance and give them
confidence in their ability to make the right choices. We encourage them to explore
their options, weigh up the pros and cons, consider their interests and values and
envision long term goals when making decisions about their future.

• Finally, it is important to remember that career decisions are not set in stone - it is
natural for someone’s interests and aspirations to evolve over time. Therefore, at
Encounter and you as parents it is important that we are patient, understanding and
adaptable to assist each young person on their journey of self-discovery and career
exploration.

It is a great pleasure to work with all Encounter students as they explore careers and look at 
what they would like to do in the future. 

ANDREW WEISS 
Career Development Coordinator 
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SACE Pattern Requirements 
The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is an internationally recognised 
qualification. The SACE is designed to help students to develop capabilities and provide 
them with skills and knowledge to live, work, and participate successfully in an ever 
changing society.  

The certificate is based on two stages of achievement: Stage 1 (usually completed in Year 
11) and Stage 2 (usually completed in Year 12). Students can study a wide range of
subjects and courses as part of the SACE.

Each subject or course completed earns “credits” towards the SACE, with a minimum of 
200 credits required for students to gain the certificate. Students receive a grade from A to 
E for each subject at Stage 1.  Students receive a grade from A+ to E- at Stage 2. 

For the Stage 1 compulsory subjects, students need to achieve a final moderated grade of 
a C or better. For compulsory Stage 2 subjects, students need to achieve a final 
moderated grade of C- or better. The compulsory subjects are: 

• Literacy – at least 2 semesters (20 credits) from a range of English subjects at Stage 1.

• Numeracy – at least 1 semester (10 credits) from a range of Mathematics subjects at
Stage 1.

• Exploring Identities and Futures (EIF) – 10 credits (usually studied in Year 10)

• Activating Identities and Futures (AIF) – 10 credits (in Year 12)

• Stage 2 subjects – totalling at least 60 credits

SACE = 200 Credits (60 credits + Research Project must be Stage 2 or equivalent) 

The remaining 90 credits can be gained through additional Stage 1 or Stage 2 subjects or 
SACE Board recognised courses or VET courses. 

Students wanting an ATAR must study a minimum of 90 Stage 2 Credits. 

*Note:  Students intending to study Interstate MUST check Stage 2 English requirements for
acceptance into university in each state.
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SACE Pattern Requirements 

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 

50 credits

• Exploring Identities and Futures (EIF) 10 credits 

• Literacy requirement demonstrated from a range of English subjects at
Stage 1 or Stage 2 20 credits 

• Numeracy requirement demonstrated from a range of Mathematics
subjects at Stage 1 or Stage 2 10 credits 

• Activating Identities and Futures (AIF) 10 credits 

STUDENT SELECTED SUBJECTS 

90 credits + 60 credits

Choose and successfully complete a 
selection of Stage 1 and Stage 2 subjects, 
recognised VET course, or community 
learning. 

Choose and successfully complete a 
selection of Stage 2 or VET subjects worth at 
least 60 credits in total. 

Stage 2 subjects are externally assessed by 
the SACE Board of South Australia. 

EXAMPLE OF ACHIEVING A MINIMUM OF 200 CREDITS 

50 credits – compulsory + Min. 90 credits + Min. 60 credits 
Stage 1 EIF 

10 credits 

Stage 1 Biology  20 credits Stage 2 Biology 20 credits 

Stage 1 General Mathematics 

10 credits – one semester 

Stage 1 Italian continuers 
20 credits 

Stage 2 Italian continuers 
20 credits 

Stage 1 Essential English 
20 credits 

Stage 1 Food and Hospitality 
20 credits 

Stage 2 Essential English 
20 credits 

Stage 2 AIF 
10 credits 

Stage 2 Food and Hospitality 
20 credits 

Stage 1 VET: Certificate II in 
Food Processing  

min. 40 credits 
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VET – Vocational Education and 
Training 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) is recognised training that prepares students for 
their future working lives, and can be accessed in Years 11 and 12 as part of a student’s 
study program. 

VET can contribute towards the SACE, allowing students to package vocational education 
and training, with SACE studies, to suit the needs and aspirations of individual students. 

Nationally recognised Certificate II and Certificate III qualifications can count towards the 
credits required for SACE completion. Every unit of competency in a VET course is awarded 
a set number of nominal training hours. 

• For every 70 nominal hours completed as part of a Cert II, a student is awarded 10 
Stage 1 Credits.

• For every 70 nominal hours completed as part of a Cert III, a student is awarded 10 
Stage 2 Credits.

Successful completion of a nationally recognised Certificate III qualification can also be 
used in lieu of one 20 credit full-year Stage 2 subject at Year 12 and can count towards the 
calculation of an ATAR. 

VET can be a valuable part of a student’s secondary education but is not always the best 
option for every student. It is important for students and their parents/caregivers to carefully 
consider the reasons for undertaking a VET course, and the course requirements which can 
include a compulsory work experience component and/or online self-paced learning. 

Our experience is that students are successful in VET if they have: 

• A keen interest in what they will be learning.

• A level of maturity and independence that will accommodate an adult learning style
of learning and training.

• Competent literacy, numeracy and organisational skills as students need to consider
the implications of missing up to one day of school week.

• Good organisational skills and are committed to all components of their education -
at Encounter Lutheran College and their VET.

If a student is interested in a VET pathway, they need to make an appointment with the 
Director of Teaching and Learning to discuss their interest areas and explore the available 
options. During the career counselling process, parents/caregivers will also need to meet 
with the Director of Teaching and Learning who will explain to you the VETRO process 
(numeracy and literacy assessment) facilitating student access to Government subsidised 
courses. To be eligible for any VETRO funding, enrolments must be completed by the end of 
Term 3. If approved for subsidised funding, then the formal enrolment can be processed. 

• Parents and students must complete a College Flexible Study Pathways Application
and Student and Parent Agreement Form in addition to RTO paperwork for enrolment
to proceed.
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• Whilst the student may be studying off campus for the VET component of their studies,
the College will continue to support the student and manage their SACE program.

• Full time school tuition fees continue to apply for students undertaking a VET program.
• VET costs are the responsibility of parents/caregivers. The cost of each course may

vary, depending on qualification level and the RTO offering the training.
• The College will subsidise the cost of the training by paying for the first $500 of the

course fee and 50% of the remaining fee of one eligible course per student, per year
where it is an integrated part of a student’s agreed study program.

• Families will be responsible for additional costs related to non-tuition fees (e.g. uniform,
travel, PPE, textbooks, etc.)

SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIP OR TRAINEESHIP (SBAT) 

Students in Years 11-12 can commence a SBAT. A traineeship or apprenticeship is a 
structured learning program in which a trainee or apprentice undertakes paid employment 
in a vocation or trade to achieve a recognised qualification. The employer will provide 
training and work that is relevant to their trade. Training providers deliver the off-job training 
and issue the relevant qualification. 

A SBAT must be discussed with the Director of Teaching and Learning to ensure that it can 
be accommodated with the SACE prior to committing to an arrangement through other 
parties. Students engaged in a SBAT undertake training and work typically one school day 
per week. 

It is the responsibility of the student to secure an employer for their SBAT – this is often a four-
year traineeship/apprenticeship that will be completed after the student has graduated 
from school, so just like a part-time job, students need to approach an employer and must 
ensure they select an employer they are able to work with for the duration of their SBAT. 

A SBAT Training Contract approval requires the School Principal’s endorsement of the SBAT 
on the Training Plan, as being integral to the school program. The student and their 
parent/caregiver signs a legally binding Training Contract with the Employer. SBATs are 
intended to be converted to full-time and completed once the student leaves school at 
the end of Year 12. 

Further information about Traineeships and Apprenticeships in South Australia is available at 

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/vocational-education-and-
training/australian-school-based-apprenticeships  

You can find examples of VET courses available to students in Years 11 and 12 at the 
following links: 

https://www.tafesa.edu.au/docs/default-source/vet_in_schools/vet-for-secondary-
schools.pdf?sfvrsn=f8033c14_60 

https://www.datocms-assets.com/71768/1663196766-combined_flyersbrochure-schools-
a4_12pp_01-09-22.pdf 

Please note that the examples above are just the most popular courses available and 
students are encouraged to make an appointment with the Director of Teaching and 
Learning to discuss training in industry areas that are not mentioned in the above links. 

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/vocational-education-and-training/australian-school-based-apprenticeships
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/vocational-education-and-training/australian-school-based-apprenticeships
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/docs/default-source/vet_in_schools/vet-for-secondary-schools.pdf?sfvrsn=f8033c14_60
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/docs/default-source/vet_in_schools/vet-for-secondary-schools.pdf?sfvrsn=f8033c14_60
https://www.datocms-assets.com/71768/1663196766-combined_flyersbrochure-schools-a4_12pp_01-09-22.pdf
https://www.datocms-assets.com/71768/1663196766-combined_flyersbrochure-schools-a4_12pp_01-09-22.pdf


2026 CURRICULUM GUIDE | Stage 1 

P a g e  | 8
P a g e  | 8 

Curriculum Leaders 

Principal Kelvin Grivell 

Head of Middle & Senior School Jon Grear 

Director of Teaching and Learning / 
SACE & VET Coordinator 

Mel O’Donnell 
mel.odonnell@encounter.sa.edu.au 

Career Development Coordinator Andrew Weiss 
andrew.weiss@encounter.sa.edu.au 

7-12 Arts Coordinator Ally Miller 
ally.miller@encounter.sa.edu.au 

7-12 Christian Studies Coordinator Dan Sawade 
dan.sawade@encounter.sa.edu.au 

7-12 Design Coordinator Nyree Davis 
nyree.davis@encounter.sa.edu.au 

7-12 English Coordinator Belinda Delyster 
belinda.delyster@encounter.sa.edu.au 

7-12 Health & Physical Education
Coordinator

Tom Ling 
tom.ling@encounter.sa.edu.au 

7-12 Humanities Coordinator Tim Wormald 
tim.wormald@encounter.sa.edu.au 

7-12 Japanese Coordinator Yu Cameron 
yu.cameron@encounter.sa.edu.au 

7-12 Mathematics Coordinator Kris Hancock 
kris.hancock@encounter.sa.edu.au 

7-12 Science Coordinator Tim Britton 
tim.britton@encounter.sa.edu.au 

mailto:mel.odonnell@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:andrew.weiss@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:ally.miller@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:dan.sawade@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:nyree.davis@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:belinda.delyster@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:tom.ling@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:tim.wormald@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:yu.cameron@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:kris.hancock@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:tim.britton@encounter.sa.edu.au
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Subject Pathways 
Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Arts 
Electives: 
- Dance
- Drama
- Music
- Visual Arts

Dance 
Drama 
Music Advanced 
Music Experience 
Visual Art 

Dance 
Drama 
Music Explorations 
Music Performance Ensemble 
Music Performance Solo 
Visual Art 

Christian Studies Spiritualities, Religion and 
Meaning 

Year 12 Retreat 

Design 
Electives: 
- Communication Solutions
- Digital Technology
- Food and Hospitality
- Material Solutions

Business Innovation 
Child Studies 
Digital Communication 
Solutions: Photography 
Digital Technologies 
Food and Hospitality 
Material Solutions: Wood 

Business Innovation 
Child Studies 
Digital Communication 
Solutions: Photography 
Digital Technologies 
Food and Hospitality 
Material Solutions: Wood 

English Essential English 
English 
English Literary Studies 

Essential English 
English 
English Literary Studies 

Health & Physical Education 
Physical Education 
Electives: 
- Outdoor Education
- Sports Science
Humanities 
History 
Elective: 
- Society and Culture: Full Year

Aboriginal Studies 
Legal Studies 
Modern History 
Society and Culture 

Legal Studies 
Modern History 
Society and Culture 

Japanese 
Elective: Full Year 

Japanese Continuers Japanese Continuers 

Mathematics 
Electives: 
- General Mathematics Pre-SACE
- Mathematical Methods Pre-

SACE
- Mathematics 10A

Essential Mathematics 
General Mathematics 
Mathematical Methods 
A&B 
Mathematical Methods C 
Specialist Mathematics 

Essential Mathematics 
General Mathematics 
Mathematical Methods 
Specialist Mathematics 

SACE Interdisciplinary 
Exploring Identities and Futures 
(SACE Stage 1)
Workplace Practices (SACE Stage 1) 

VET Courses 
School based 
apprenticeships 

Activating Identities and 
Futures 
Workplace Practices 
VET Courses 
School based apprenticeships 

Science 
Elective: 
- Earth and Environmental

Science

Biology 
Earth and Environmental 
Science 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Psychology 

Biology 
Earth and Environmental 
Science 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Psychology 

Health and Wellbeing 
Physical Education 
Outdoor Education

Health and Wellbeing 
Physical Education 
Outdoor Education
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Links between Stage 1 and Stage 2 English 

Links between Stage 1 and Stage 2 Mathematics

Stage 1 Essential Mathematics Stage 2 Essential Mathematics 

Stage 1 General Mathematics Stage 2 General Mathematics 

Stage 1 Mathematical Methods Stage 2 Mathematical Methods 

Stage 1 Essential English Stage 2 Essential English 

Stage 1 English Stage 2 English 

Stage 1 English Literary Studies Stage 2 English Literary Studies 

Stage 1 Specialist Mathematics Stage 2 Specialist Mathematics 

+
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Subject Selection Overview 
Students can study a range of SACE subjects in Year 11. Students will study a combination 
of compulsory and elective subjects and/or VET. 

Stage 1 students should take into account pathways to Stage 2 subjects as well as their 
post school options when making their subject selections. 

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
A full year of English (Essentials, English, OR Literary Studies) = 20 credits 

A full year of a Mathematics (Essentials, General, OR Methods A&B) = 20 credits 

Spiritualities, Religion and Meaning 1 = 10 credits 

ELECTIVE SUBJECTS  
SELECT ELECTIVES = 70 STAGE 1 SACE CREDITS 

Aboriginal Studies 10 credits 

Activating Identities and Futures 10 credits 

Biology 1 10 credits 

Biology 2 10 credits 

Business Innovation 10 credits 

Chemistry 1&2 20 credits 

Child Studies 10 credits 

Dance 1 10 credits 

Dance 2 10 credits 

Digital Communication Solutions 10 credits 

Digital Technologies 10 credits 

Drama 10 credits 

Earth and Environmental Science 10 credits 

Food and Hospitality 10 credits 

Health and Wellbeing 10 credits 

Japanese 1&2 20 credits 

Legal Studies 10 credits 

Material Solutions: Wood 10 credits 

Mathematical Methods C 10 credits 

Modern History 10 credits 

Music 1 10 credits 

Music 2 10 credits 

Outdoor Education 10 Credits 

Physics 1&2 20 credits 

Physical Education 1 10 credits 

Psychology 10 credits 

Society and Culture 10 credits 

Specialist Mathematics 10 credits 

Spiritualities, Religion and Meaning10 credits 

Visual Art 10 credits 
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Aboriginal Studies 
 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Humanities 

Prerequisites Nil 

 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

To do this course, students need to be 
empathetic, able to reflect on different 
perspectives, think creatively, and care 
about people, cultures, and fairness. 
They should value respect and 
understanding. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Aboriginal Studies explores Aboriginal 
cultures, histories, and contemporary 
experiences. Students learn from 
Aboriginal voices, examine the impact 
of policies, and develop respect, 
empathy, and intercultural 
understanding. 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Type 1:  75% 

Learning Journey 

Assessment Type 2:  25% 

Creative Presentation 

Note:  A subject levy will be applied to 
cover the cost of activities and 
experiences. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Humanities 
Coordinator. 
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Activating Identities & Futures (AIF) 

Length One Semester (10 
Credits) 

Curriculum Area Cross-Disciplinary 

Prerequisites 

Assumed successful 
completion of 
Exploring Identities 
and Futures (EIF) at 
Stage 1 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

This is a compulsory Stage 2 Subject. 
Students must achieve a C- or better to 
satisfy SACE completion requirements.  

Successful engagement in AIF benefits 
from strong self-management and 
organisational skills. It fosters critical and 
creative thinking through trial and error, 
and promotes a deep focus on 
‘metacognition’ - thinking about 
thinking. Students develop their 
capacity to set goals, receive and give 
feedback, and communicate with a 
range of mentors, sources, and 
individuals.  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Activating Identities and Futures (AIF) 
supports students to become proactive, 
self-aware, and independent learners. 
Students set a personal Learning Goal 
and explore strategies to achieve it 
through self-directed inquiry. They apply 
knowledge, capabilities, and feedback 
to develop a purposeful Output of 
Learning— which could be a proposal, 
report, product, demonstration, or 
performance. Students deepen their 
awareness of their thinking and learning 

through reflection and feedback, 
supported by teachers and peers as co-
agents. The subject focuses on 
developing lifelong learning skills and 
fostering student agency.  

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Type 1: Portfolio 35% 

Students will create a Portfolio of 
natural evidence of learning, planning, 
and progress toward their chosen 
Learning Goal and inquiry. This 
authentic material could include, but is 
not limited to, annotations, 
photographs, voice notes, sticky notes, 
diagrams, transcripts, scrap books.  

Assessment Type 2: Progress 
Checks  35% 

Students meet formally with their 
teacher at ongoing intervals to reflect 
on their progress and consider their next 
steps. They explain their choices and 
consider feedback for future 
development of their Learning Goal. 
These Progress Checks are recorded in 
written, oral, and/or multimodal 
formats.  

Assessment Type 3: Appraisal 30% 

Students produce a 1,000 word or 6 
minute Appraisal of their Learning Goal, 
evaluating strategies, perspectives, 
feedback, and future implications of 
their process and learning.  

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7–12 Humanities 
Coordinator.  
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Biology 

Length 
One Semester (10 
credits) or a Full Year 
(20 credits) 

Curriculum Area Science 

Prerequisites 
Achieve a B Grade or 
higher in Yr 10 
Science 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have an interest in the biological world 
and the processes that occur within it. 
They should be able to think critically 
and be able to apply their knowledge 
in various forms. Students need to be 
aware that this is a content rich subject 
which requires constant revision of these 
concepts to gain a competent 
understanding of the work covered. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

The course consists of the following four 
topics (students will study two topics in 
Sem 1 and the other two in Sem 2): 

Topic 1: Cells and Microorganisms 
Students will study the structure of 
Eukaryotic and Prokaryotic cells, how 
substances are transported into and out 
of cells, cell division and how cells 
produce energy. 

Topic 2: Infectious Diseases 
Students will study the different types of 
microorganisms, infectious and non-
infectious, controlling the spread of 
infectious disease, how the body is 
infected and how the different immune 
responses of humans. 

Topic 3: Multicellular organisms 
Students will study the structural 
hierarchy of multicellular organisms, cell 
differentiation, the respiratory system, 
the urinary system and the circulatory 
system of the human body.  

Topic 4: Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Dynamics 
Students will study classification, 
ecosystems, energy transfer and 
nutrient cycles, ecological niches, 
ecological succession and how human 
impact is affecting biodiversity.  

ASSESSMENT 

Investigation Folio 50% 
The Investigations Folio is made up of: 

• One practical investigation, which
includes the presentation of
practical reports

• One investigation, with a focus on
science as a human endeavour

Skills and Applications 50% 
These consist of two tests done under 
direct supervision. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Science 
Coordinator. 
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Business Innovation 
Length One Semester (10 

credits) 

Curriculum Area Design 

Prerequisites Nil  

SKILLS REQUIRED 

This is a practical subject in which 
students will need to be creative and 
take a hands-on approach to learning. 
Collaborative skills and willingness to 
seek and act on feedback from various 
sources are also required.   

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Students explore the world of business 
contexts to identify and solve customer 
problems or needs using design 
thinking. They also learn to create 
effective business strategies through 
business planning tools. Students 
develop practical skills for navigating 
the modern business landscape. 

ASSESSMENT 

Business skills 
70% 

• Identifying customer problems
and generating possible solutions.

• Business 30-day plan

• Business Model Summary

Business Pitch 30% 
• Pitch

• Evaluation

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Design 
Coordinator. 
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Chemistry 
Length Full Year (20 credits) 

Curriculum Area Science 

Prerequisites B Grade or higher in 
Year 10 Science  

SKILLS REQUIRED 

This subject is ideal for students who are 
intrigued by materials and are curious 
about what everything around them is 
made of. This might be seen through 
enjoying chemistry in Year 10 Science or 
aspiring to a career that uses chemistry.  

Students should be looking to challenge 
themselves by learning how to perform 
experiments, write scientific reports, use 
basic maths to solve chemical 
problems, research the relationship 
between science and society and take 
tests of their understanding. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Students will study six topics which give 
them a foundational knowledge in 
various facets of chemistry. This includes 
understanding the structure of atoms 
and molecules, the types of bonding 
involved in substances and how this 
affects the properties of materials. 
Students will learn to perform scientific 
experiments and calculations for the 
purposes of volumetric and analytical 
chemistry as well as the correct ways to 
represent chemical concepts and terms 
such as in organic chemistry. Through 
reports, presentations, essays and tests 
students will explain various chemical 
phenomena, demonstrating their 
understanding of the underlying 
concepts.  

ASSESSMENT 

Investigations Portfolio 60% 
This involves: 

• deconstructing and designing a
practical chemistry experiment.

• Performing chemical experiments
and writing up the findings in
scientific reports.

• A Science as a Human Endeavour
task that looks at how science and
society interrelate.

Skills and Assessment Tasks 40% 

• These tasks are carried out under
test conditions and typically involve
test and exam style questions.

• It may involve carrying out simple
chemical experiments under test
conditions.

Note:  Weightings of assessment types 
are subject to change. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Science 
Coordinator.   
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Child Studies 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Design 

Prerequisites Nil 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have an interest in the growth and 
development of children. They should 
be able to demonstrate creative play, 
promote positive behaviours and work 
collaboratively with peers. There is a 
strong focus on communication and 
reflection.     

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Task 1: Prenatal Development 
Students will explore a variety of Case 
Studies and investigate pre-natal 
nutrition requirements, as well as those 
of a health pregnancy. 

Task 2: Growth and Development 
Students individually investigate and 
critically analyse the stages of 
childhood growth and development; 
sensory, motor & language in your 
children.  Students research, design and 
produce an activity or product that 
encourages sensory, motor or language 
development. 

Task 3: Play-based learning 
Students spend time in-situ with early 
childhood classes.  They will make 
observations and form opinions about 
the style and delivery of play-based 
learning.  Students will then develop an 
action plan and deliver an age-
appropriate activity for their chosen 
case studies. 

Task 4:  Screen Time Investigation 
Students use primary and secondary 
resources to investigate the implications 
of technology for childhood health and 
well-being through a focus question.  
Based on the research they have 
undertaken students analyse the issues, 
discuss and reflect on the implications, 
and reach a clear and appropriate 
conclusion in relation to their question. 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Type 1 
Practical tasks (x 2) 

50 % 

Assessment Type 2 
Group task (x 1 

20 % 

Assessment Type 3 
Investigation (x 1) 

30 % 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Design 
Coordinator. 
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Dance 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) or a Full 
Year (20 credits) 

Curriculum Area The Arts 

Prerequisites Year 10 Dance 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students are required to have experience 
in technical and performance dance 
and movement as expression. Year 10 
Dance or equivalent training is a 
prerequisite unless students can meet 
technique, expression and knowledge of 
dance practices criteria. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

In Stage 1 Dance, students learn different 
genres for skill development and 
performance. They extend their range of 
expression and repertoire and create 
group choreography pieces as well as 
learning class works and technical 
sequences.  

Students understand the body as a tool 
and learn to communicate through 
movement using choreographic devices 

and stimulus to create works that express 
their own ideas and stories. 

Students have opportunities to work with 
professional artists and choreographers 
and respond to live and recorded 
performances in written, audio and 
multimodal formats. 

Dancers have the opportunity to perform 
at various events during the year. 
Examples include the school musical, 
Stage 2 Dance Showcase, Dance Ultra, 
Shine and other events. 

ASSESSMENT 

Dance Contexts 30% 

Global and local practitioners 

Creative Expressions 50% 

Choreography and performance  

Skills Development 20% 
Technique exploration 

Note:  Participation in the Dance 
Showcase is compulsory. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Arts Coordinator. 
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Digital Communications Solutions: 
Photography 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Design 

Prerequisites 
N/A - however pre-
SACE Design will be 
beneficial 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who select Stage 1 
Photography should be self-regulated 
learners who thrive in an environment 
that focusses on creative thinking and 
problem solving. They will be 
encouraged to critically critique their 
own work, as well as that of others. Due 
to the student driven nature of the 
course, students will benefit from being 
independent learners. Some Adobe 
skills are helpful, but not a pre-requisite.  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

In Stage 1 Photography students use 
design thinking to create and validate a 
design brief to help develop potential 
solutions to design problems.  

The subject provides a flexible 
framework that encourages students to 
be creative, innovative and enterprising 
in their chosen context.  They apply 
creative thinking and problem-solving 
skills and incorporate technologies to 
address design problems and 
challenges. 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Type 1: Specialised Skills 
Tasks 40% 

These consist of 2 skills tasks. Task 1 
teaches students a range of 
photographic rules to consider when 
framing a photograph. Task 2 is 
focussed on developing student 
capacity with postproduction using 
Adobe software to create digital 
artworks.   

Assessment Type 2: Design Process and 
Product 60% 
Students will work through all stages of 
the design cycle to create a solution to 
a need, problem, or opportunity. 

Students will have agency to focus on a 
topic that inspires them and will 
produce a photographic based on the 
product of their choice. 

Note:  Stage 1 Photography is a good 
pathway for students interested in Stage 
2 Photography, and/or pursuing 
creative or design-based disciplines. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Design 
Coordinator. 
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Digital Technologies 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Design 

Prerequisites 

Prior discussion with 
the Digital 
Technologies 
Teacher. 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

This subject is ideal for students who are 
intrigued by technology and enjoy 
solving problems using both creative 
and computational thinking. A basic 
competency of mathematics is 
beneficial, along with feeling 
comfortable learning new software 
applications. Prior experience in coding 
and design thinking will be 
advantageous. Students should be 
ready to work both independently and 
collaboratively on the projects. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Students will use computational thinking 
and creative thinking to create a 
practical digital solution to a problem of 
interest. The solution may be a 
complete product, a prototype or even 
a proof of concept with potential links 
to mathematics, science, art and 
materials. As part of working towards 
the final product, students will learn the 
necessary skills in both individual and 
collaborative projects. Students will be 
required to document their journey and 
present it in some form of multi-modal 
report. This will likely involve investigating 
similar pre-existing solutions and 
creating a plan for their final product. 

Students will also be required to 
consider ethical and sustainability 
related implications of their solution. 
Studying Digital Technologies helps 
prepare students for further study in 
diverse areas such as software 
engineering, cybersecurity, 
computational science as well as 
application, web and game design. 

ASSESSMENT 

Project Skills 60% 

• This is a range of activities that build
the skills necessary for the Digital
Solutions component.

• It will involve both individual and
collaborative work.

• It may involve investigation and
planning activities.

Digital Solutions 40% 

• This is a project that implements the
skills and techniques learned as part
of ‘Project Skills’.

• It could involve tasks such as
creating a role-playing game,
creating an automated vehicle, or
making an application that solves a
particular issue.

Note: Weightings of assessment types 
are subject to change. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Design 
Coordinator. 
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Drama 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Arts 

Prerequisites 
Nil, but Year 10 
Drama is 
recommended 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Drama students need to be keen 
observers of the world around them, 
and love storytelling and engaging 
audiences. They need to be creative, 
collaborative, good critical thinkers and 
good communicators. They will engage 
regularly in reading and analysing 
existing dramatic works, and experiment 
with how they might bring the words on 
the page to life on the stage. They will 
need to be confident to take informed 
artistic risks in practical situations, 
evaluate which ideas work best, then 
refine and polish their ideas. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

In Drama, students engage in learning 
as practising dramatic artists. They 
adopt individual roles from a variety of 
options, in both on-stage and off-stage 
capacities. They refine their 
understanding of these roles to develop 
skills that create innovative dramatic 
outcomes. 

In Stage 1 Drama we develop a 
company of storytellers. Students are 
encouraged to integrate the innovative 
use of technology in the creation of 
their dramatic outcomes, where 
possible. 

ASSESSMENT 

Group Production 40% 
Under the guidance of the teacher, 
students will take on an on-stage or off-
stage role. The company will bring a 
script from page to stage. As well as the 
performance students will produce a 
multimodal presentation outlining their 
individual process and key moments of 
learning. 

Understanding and Responding 30% 
Students will attend either live theatre or 
a filmed version of a live performance. 
Following this, students will reflect on 
certain elements of the production, 
and then experiment with incorporating 
dramatic elements, technology, style or 
other dramatic elements in their own 
storytelling. 

Creative Synthesis 30% 
Students will explore ways in which 
existing texts can be transformed 
through the incorporation of innovative 
technology. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Arts 
Coordinator. 
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Earth and Environmental Science 

Length One Semester (10 
Credits) 

Curriculum Area Science 

Prerequisites C Grade or higher in 
Year 10 Science 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have an interest in the natural world, 
including the environment, the origins of 
the Earth and Earth’s climate. Students 
will participate in field trips, various 
experiments, and presentations.   

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 
The semester’s work focusses on the 
interactions between Earth’s four main 
spheres (Biosphere, Hydrosphere, 
Atmosphere and Geosphere). The work 
is broken into four topics: 

Life: students will explore the origins of 
life on Earth, the processes that 
supported the evolution of life, and 
discuss how humans are impacting the 
balance of life as we know it. This unit 
involves a field trip to go fossil hunting. 

Water: students will study the 
hydrosphere, water cycle, and how 
water is used, where it is stored, and 
how humans are affecting it. Students 
will visit Flinders University and undertake 
a groundwater investigation.  

Air: Students will study the origins and 
importance of oxygen. They will explore 
how the Earth keeps us warm and what 
we can do about the effects humans 
are having on the atmosphere.  

Earth: Students will study Earth’s 
resources, including rocks and minerals. 
They will look at how our resources are 
being used and what we can do to 
ensure sustainability of Earth’s precious 
resources. 

ASSESSMENT 

Investigations Folio 
50% 

Students will design an investigation 
practical report regarding groundwater 
and the effect sediment size has on flow 
rates. 

Students will engage in an investigation 
with a focus on science as a human 
endeavour (examining one recent 
innovation to combat waste, climate 
change, sustainable resource use, or an 
individual's carbon footprint.)   

Students will also engage in an SHE 
investigation with a focus on one of: 
combating waste, climate change, 
sustainable resource use, or an 
individual's carbon footprint.   

Skills and Applications Tasks 50% 
Students will design and present a 
poster on household waste to their 
families with the aim of changing 
household habits. The students will also 
participate in a field trip and report on 
the identification of fossils, using 
evidence from their field trip to 
demonstrate their knowledge.    

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Science 
Coordinator. 
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Essential English 

Length Full Year (20 credits) 

Curriculum Area English 

Prerequisites Nil 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Essential English helps senior secondary 
students improve their literacy skills for 
everyday texts and/or workplace 
contexts.  Students will have a range of 
skill levels and  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Students learn to interpret information, 
ideas, and perspectives in texts, 
understanding how language choices 
create meaning.  Students will respond 
to a range of texts that may include 
novels, plays, workplace and media 
texts, picture books and films.  They will 
create a variety of texts including 
written, visual and oral pieces for 
varying purposes, displaying an 
awareness of how purpose, intended 
audiences and contexts shape 
communication.  Students will have the 
flexibility to choose different modes of 
presentation for assessment tasks, such 
as written, visual, oral, or multimodal 
formats, as appropriate. Students may 
choose to conclude their English study 
at the end of Stage 1 or continue, to 
Stage 2 Essential English.     

ASSESSMENT 

Responding to texts 50% 
This is the analysis of texts and tasks may 
include extended responses to 
questions, essays, and oral 
presentations.  

Creating Texts 50% 

A creation of texts that may include 
written texts, websites, PowerPoint 
presentations, oral presentations, or 
other multimodal presentations.  

Note:  Students will be required to 
demonstrate their learning through 8 
tasks. Weightings of assessment types 
may be subject to change. 

Please refer to the diagram on Page 11 
for English subject pathways. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 English 
Coordinator. 
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English 

Length Full Year (20 credits) 

Curriculum Area English 

Prerequisites 
A recommendation 
from their Year 10 
English teacher 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students undertaking this course should 
be independent readers and be 
capable of studying and creating a 
range of texts.  They will have proficient 
written and oral communication skills 
and be prepared to share thoughts 
and perspectives in class discussions.   

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Students will study a diverse range of 
texts, including novels, plays, and films, 
analysing how literary techniques and 
writing styles shape ideas, fulfil purpose 
and impact audiences.  They will 
develop practical literary skills through 
writing for various audiences and 
purposes.    

Additionally, students will engage in an 
Intertextual Study, exploring the 
connections and meaning created by 
analysing how two or more texts relate 
to each other. While most assignments 
will be in written form, students will have 
the flexibility to choose different modes 
of presentation for assessment tasks, 
such as written, visual, oral, or 
multimodal formats, as appropriate.  

Stage 1 English prepares students for 
both Stage 2 English and Stage 2 
Essential English. 

ASSESSMENT 

Responding to Texts: 50% 

• This is analysis of texts.

• This will likely include essays and
formal oral presentations.

Creating Texts: 25% 

This is creative writing and/or speaking 
and may also include some analysis of 
the student’s own composition.   

Intertextual Study: 25% 

This is the study of two or more texts 
and may require the student to 
produce a comparative piece or 
create and analyse a second piece 
based on a published work.  It is likely 
to be in written format. 

Note:  Students will be required to 
demonstrate their learning through 8 
tasks. Weightings of assessment types 
may be subject to change. 

Please refer to the diagram on Page 11 
for English subject pathways. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 English 
Coordinator   
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English Literary Studies 

Length Full Year (20 credits) 

Curriculum Area English 

Prerequisites A recommendation 
from their Year 10 
English teacher 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have love of reading and read widely 
for enjoyment. They should enjoy 
thinking critically and sharing their 
interpretations in class discussion. They 
should have well-developed writing 
skills. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Students will focus on developing a 
deep understanding of how authors 
construct meaning in their texts through 
their literary and stylistic choices. 
Students will study a wide range of texts 
including novels, poetry, play scripts 
and films. There is a requirement in this 
subject for students to work 
independently on self-directed tasks 
applying their own critical thinking and 
analytical skills to unseen texts and 
those of the student’s own choosing. 
This course also contains an introduction 
to Literary Theory and Critical 
Perspectives, as well as end of semester 
exams. All the learning that takes place 
in this course aims to prepare students 
for the types of tasks and outcomes that 
appear in Stage 2 English Literary 
Studies.  

ASSESSMENT 

Responding to Texts: 50% 

• This is analysis of texts.

• This will likely include essays and
formal oral presentations.

Creating Texts: 25% 

This is creative writing and/or speaking 
and may also include some analysis of 
the student’s own composition. 

Intertextual Study: 25% 

This is a comparative analysis of two or 
more texts and will likely be presented as 
an essay. 

Note:  Students will be required to 
demonstrate their learning through 8 
tasks. Weightings of assessment types 
may be subject to change. 

Please refer to the diagram on Page 11 
for English subject pathways. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 English 
Coordinator. 
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Food and Hospitality 

Length One Semester 
(10 credits) 

Curriculum Area Design 

Prerequisites Nil 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
enjoy creating, exploring and 
evaluating food. They may also have a 
keen interest in sustainability, innovation 
and social issues. 

Students will utilise the design cycle to 
apply creative thinking and problem-
solving skills.  They must be able to work 
safely, independently and with a range 
of peers.  Students should be able to 
write clearly and concisely.  They must 
be able to use evidence and examples 
and show a willingness to refine work. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

This subject has a particular focus on 
sustainability, food security and 
innovations in technology.  

Topic 1: War on Waste - It Starts with Me 
Students explore War on Waste 
principles such as using what is in 
season, utilising produce that is in 
abundance, gardening, composting 
and preparing in bulk. Students will 
investigate and put into practice the 
principles that encourage our 
community to reduce, re-use, recycle, 
with a particular focus on innovations 
and technology.  

Topic 2: War on Waste – It's Up to Us 
In pairs students individually explore the 
current changes to packaging and 

single use plastics. They will select a 
menu item/ product with ‘high waste’ 
and apply appropriate design choices 
to minimise waste.   Students must plan 
and prepare an item and utilise current 
trends in sustainable ingredients and 
packaging.   

Topic 3:  War on Waste – Food Security 
in the Community 
Students collaboratively complete an 
action plan where they identify and 
discuss issues related to planning, 
preparing and presenting a dinner for 
disadvantaged people and that 
support healthy eating practices. 

Topic 4: Issues Investigation 
Students will explore primary and 
secondary sources to investigate the 
food waste epidemic in Australian 
supermarkets, restaurants, primary 
produces and domestic consumers. 
They may also analyse the role of food 
rescue charities; their process, 
operations and impact. 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Type 1 
Practical tasks (x 2) 

50 % 

Assessment Type 2 
Group task (x 1) 

30 % 

Assessment Type 3 
Investigation (1000 words) 20 % 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Design 
Coordinator. 
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Health and Wellbeing 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Health and 
Physical Education 

Prerequisites Nil 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students should have an interest in 
understanding health and wellbeing. 
They need to be willing and capable to 
take individual practical action to 
improve their own health and wellbeing 
and collaborate effectively with their 
peers to communicate health and 
wellbeing information with others.   

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Health and Wellbeing supports students 
to develop the knowledge, skills, and 
understandings required to explore and 
understand influences and make 
decisions regarding health and 
wellbeing. It is a great subject choice 
for students interested in the many 
different health fields. Students have 
opportunities to take action and have a 
real impact on the health and 
wellbeing of themselves, and others.  

Throughout the course, students learn 
about four interconnected concepts: 

 Health Literacy

 Health Determinants

 Health Promotion

 Social Equity

These interrelated concepts underpin 
the content of this subject, and may be 
considered in individual, local, and 
global contexts. 

ASSESSMENT 

AT1: Practical Action 60% 
Students undertake 1 individual action 
and 1 group action to improve the 
health and wellbeing of others. The 
personal health and wellbeing goal 
explores the health determinants. The 
living library group session considers 
health literacy and health promotion, 
and their influence on health and 
wellbeing outcomes.  

AT2: Issues Investigation 40% 
Students investigate contemporary 
media trends and their impact on 
individuals and communities both local 
and globally. Students learn about the 
impact of both the health 
determinants, and social equity. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Health & 
Physical Education Coordinator. 
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Japanese 

Length 
One Semester (10 
credits) or Full Year 
(20 credits) 

Curriculum Area Languages 

Prerequisites 
Successful 
completion of 
Year 10 Japanese 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose Stage 1 Japanese 
should have a passion and curiosity for 
learning about different cultures, and 
how this can influence language and 
identity. They should have internal 
motivation to regularly engage in 
homework and independent study to 
memorise key vocabulary. Students 
should enjoy problem-solving and be 
prepared to participate in class 
discussions in both Japanese and 
English. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

In Stage 1 Japanese, students will 
continue developing the ability to 
convey meaning in a wide range of 
contexts. They will extend their 
knowledge of complex grammatical 
structures, as well as how culture can 
influence language, communication 
and identity. Across the year, students 
will explore relevant topics about 
Japan, Japanese culture and how the 
changing world has impacted 
language and society. Students will also 
improve their fluency in their usage of 
Japanese by regularly participating in 
classroom conversations.  

ASSESSMENT 

Students will complete 4 summative 
assessments each semester, including: 

Assessment Type 1: Interaction 25% 
Students will have a 1:1 conversation 
with the teacher in Japanese. 

Assessment Type 2: Text Production 25% 
Students create a text as per the tasks 
intended purpose and audience. 

Assessment Type 3: Text Analysis 25% 
Students complete a reading 
comprehension under test conditions. 

Assessment Type 4: Investigation 25% 
Students investigate a pre-determined 
topic in detail and present their findings 
and information through two 
assessment tasks: 

• Text Production (in Japanese)

• Reflection (in English)

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Japanese 
Coordinator. 
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Legal Studies 
Length One Semester (10 

Credits) 

Curriculum Area Humanities 

Prerequisites Nil 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have an interest in developing 
arguments, considering evidence, and 
exploring ethical principles. They should 
have an interest in how government 
and the legal system works. They should 
have well-developed writing skills and 
be comfortable contributing to class 
discussion. They will need to be 
comfortable retaining content. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Legal Studies allows students to develop 
understandings of the Australian legal 
system. It prepares students to be 
informed in matters of the law and 
society through argument, reasoning, 
and evaluating evidence. A key 
component of Legal Studies is exploring 
how the law must both uphold justice, 
and be responsive to the needs of the 
community. 

Legal Studies gives students the 
opportunity to explore elements of 
politics, justice and criminology, legal 
and ethical principles, and the 
foundation of our legal system through 
the Constitution, Parliaments, and the 
Courts.  This course requires strong 
writing and analysis skills.  It features an 
end-of-year written exam on the 
semester’s content. 

ASSESSMENT 

Analytical Response 30% 
Likely to be an analysis of sources 
exploring different facets of a 
contemporary legal issue. 

Inquiry 30% 

Likely to be a formal report based on 
research in response to an inquiry 
question. 

Examination 40% 
Likely to be a collaborative presentation 
exploring a high-profile legal case, 
presented orally. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Humanities 
Coordinator. 
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Material Solutions: Wood 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Design, Technology
and Engineering 

Prerequisites Nil 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have a genuine enthusiasm for building 
and design, whether for vocational 
aspirations or personal enjoyment of 
hands-on learning. They should be self-
directed learners with strong problem-
solving abilities, creativity, and a 
readiness to engage in collaborative 
projects. Curiosity and a passion for 
exploring new technologies and 
methods in construction are crucial for 
success in this stage. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Materials Solutions offers students the 
opportunity to delve deeper into their 
interests in construction and design by 
working on more complex timber 
products. This course builds on the 
foundational skills developed in earlier 
years, with a stronger focus on 
integrating advanced ICT, numeracy, 
and literacy skills into their construction 
projects. 

Students will continue to use the Design 
Cycle, enhancing their ability to plan, 
develop, and complete sophisticated 
projects. 

This course is design to prepare students 
for advanced study in Stage 2 Materials 
Solutions, TAFE, small business 
endeavors, or personal DIY projects, 
while fostering essential skills and 
develop a deep appreciation for 
innovative and contemporary design. 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Type 1: Specialised Skills 
Tasks 40% 
This task consists of two smaller 
assessments where students develop 
skills that will be used in their product 
design. 

Assessment Type 2: Design Process and 
Product 60% 
Students will undertake a design 
process where they will investigate, 
design, develop and plan, produce 
and evaluate a timber product of their 
choosing. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Design 
Coordinator. 
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Essential Mathematics 
Length Full Year (20 credits) 

Curriculum Area Mathematics 

Prerequisites None 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

This subject offers students the 
opportunity to extend their 
mathematical skills in ways that apply to 
practical problem-solving. Students 
apply their mathematics to diverse 
settings, including everyday 
calculations, financial management, 
business applications, measurement, 
geometry, and statistics in real-life 
contexts.  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Six topics (3 per Semester): 

Topic 1: Calculations, Time and Ratio 
This topic helps students extend their 
proficiency with calculations required 
for everyday living, focusing on basic 
calculations and use of technology to 
solve more complex problems. 

Topic 2: Earning and Spending 
This topic examines basic financial 
calculations in the context of the 
students’ personal experiences and 
intended pathways. Students 
understand different ways of being paid 
for work and the impact of taxation on 
their income. 

Topic 3: Geometry 
This topic focuses on the use of shapes 
and angles within construction. They 
learn to identify properties of different 
shapes and how to measure them using 
various instruments.  

Topic 4: Data in Context 
Students learn to read and critically 

interpret data presented in various 
forms. They collect, organise, analyse, 
and interpret data to make informed 
decisions and predictions based on 
real-life applications. They learn to use 
various statistical tools and techniques 
for working with data. 

Topic 5: Measurement 
Students extend their skills in estimating, 
measuring, and calculating in practical 
situations. They identify problems 
involving length, area, mass, volume, 
and capacity, and apply relevant 
techniques to solve them and . They 
investigate how to design and cost 
different structure and create quotes for 
clients. 

Topic 6: Investing 
Students investigate interest, term 
deposits, shares, and the cost of credit. 
They explore the concepts and uses of 
simple and compound interest, analyse 
the products of various financial 
institutions and examine the effects of 
changing interest rates, terms, and 
investment balances. 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Type 1: Skills and 
Application Task 50% 
Two tests per semester completed 
under supervision based on content 
learn within class.  

Assessment Type 2: Folio 50% 
Two investigations per semester where 
students complete mathematical tasks 
to investigate a problem and then 
complete an investigation report.   

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Mathematics 
Coordinator. 
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General Mathematics 

Length Full Year (20 Credits) 

Curriculum Area Mathematics 

Prerequisites 
Year 10 General 
Mathematics or 
Higher 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students should take this subject if they 
have an interest in applying their maths 
skills to real life contexts. They should 
have developed sound maths skills 
through their previous studies of General 
Mathematics or Mathematical 
Methods. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

The course consists of the following 
topics:  

Topic 1: Measurement 
This topic covers applying formulae to 
solve perimeter, area and volume 
problems. 

Topic 2: Investing and Borrowing 
This topic covers use of the graphics 
calculator to analyse investments and 
loans. 

Topic 3: Statistical Investigation 
This topic covers use of the graphics 
calculator to analyse the correlation of 
data and the normal distribution. 

Topic 4: Applications of Trigonometry 
This topic covers applying trigonometric 
formulae to solve for unknown lengths 
and angles. 

Topic 5: Matrices and Networks 

This topic covers using the graphics 
calculator to perform matrix operations 
for solving connectivity, inventory and 
transition type problems. 

Topic 6: Linear and Exponential 
Functions 
This topic covers use of the graphics 
calculator to model real life situations 
using linear and exponential equations. 

ASSESSMENT 

Skills and Applications Tasks 75% 
These consist of three tests per semester 
done under direct supervision. 

Mathematical 25% 

This consists of one investigation per 
semester where students complete 
mathematical tasks to investigate a 
problem and then complete an 
investigation report. 

Note: Students are required to have a 
graphics calculator for this subject. 
There are topics and questions that can 
only be done using the graphics 
calculator. 

Please refer to the diagram on Page 11 
for the Mathematics Subjects pathways. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Mathematics 
Coordinator. 
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Mathematical Methods A & B
\ 

Length Full Year (20 credits) 

Curriculum Area Mathematics 

Prerequisites 

Have achieved a B 
level of higher in 10 
Mathematical 
Methods 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students need to have a solid 
understanding of algebra from solving 
linear to quadratic equations.  They 
should enjoy the challenge of 
Mathematics. Logical and critical 
thinking and persistence with problem-
solving will be required.  They should be 
prepared to study and apply 
themselves to gain the best 
understanding. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Year 11 Methods A and B alone lead to 
the best background with which to 
tackle 12 General Mathematics.  They 
are also part of preparation for 12 
Mathematical Methods along with 
Mathematical Methods C. 

Mathematical Methods A covers: 

• Algebra – linear and simultaneous
equations, straight line graphs,
transposition of formula, an
introduction to functions, domain,
range and sign diagrams.

• Graphing – intercepts, asymptotes
and other features of proportional,
hyperbola, parabola, cubic,
quartic and circle graphs.

• Matrices – manipulation with
operations, applications in life

Mathematical Methods B covers: 

• Exponentials and Logarithms –
operations, rules, equations,
graphing

• Calculus – introduction to
calculus, application to rates of
change, minimum/maximum and
optimisation

• Statistics – review of central
tendency and spread,
introduction of normal distribution

ASSESSMENT 

Three topic tests each semester. Some 
parts without a calculator and all with 
cheat sheets. 75% 

Mathematical Investigation on one of 
the topics with a written report. 25% 

Note:  Please refer to the diagram on 
Page 11 for the Mathematics Subjects 
pathways. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Mathematics 
Coordinator. 
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Mathematical Methods C 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Mathematics 

Prerequisites 

Have achieved a B 
level or higher in 10 
Mathematical 
Methods 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students will need to have achieved an 
average of a B in 10 Mathematical 
Methods.  They will need to be 
prepared to engage in discussions and 
explanations thinking mathematically.  
This subject will be taken alongside 
Methods A and B.  They should be 
prepared to study and apply 
themselves to gain the best 
understanding.  This subject is needed 
to be able to study Year 12 
Mathematical Methods. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

Students need to have a solid 
understanding of algebra from solving 
linear to quadratic equations.  They 
should enjoy the challenge of 
Mathematics. Logical and critical 
thinking and persistence with problem-
solving will be required.  They should be 
prepared to study and apply 
themselves to gain the best 
understanding. 

Mathematical Methods C covers: 

Polynomials – function notation, degree, 
expanding and factorising quadratics 
and cubics. 

Sequence and Series – number 
patterns, finding terms and sums, 
applying this to real life. 

Geometry – revision of terminology, 
congruence and similarity.  Circle 
geometry rules.  Communicating using 
geometric terms. 

Trigonometry – introduction to 
trigonometry as a function, radians, 
modelling patterns with trigonometry. 

ASSESSMENT

Three topic tests.  Some parts without a 
calculator.  Cheat sheets may be used 
for all tests. 75% 

Mathematical Investigation on one of 
the topics with a written report. 25% 

Note:  Students who wish to take Stage 2 
Mathematical Methods in Year 12 must take 
Mathematical Methods A, B & C in Year 11. 

FURTHER INFORMATION

Please contact the 7-12 Mathematics 
Coordinator. 
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Specialist Mathematics 

Length One semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Mathematics 

Prerequisites 

Have achieved a 
B level of higher in 
10 Mathematical 
Methods  

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students should enjoy the challenge of 
Mathematics. This subject has new 
topics and makes connections 
between ideas.  Logical and critical 
thinking and persistence with problem-
solving will be required.  Students should 
be prepared to study and apply 
themselves to gain the best 
understanding 

This subject would be taken with 
Mathematical Methods A, B and C.  It 
can help provide students with a 
diverse background knowledge to 
achieve their highest result for Year 12 
Mathematical Methods or to prepare 
students for Year 12 Specialist 
Mathematics. 

Its new topics connect to other subjects 
and show interesting parts of 
Mathematics. 

Specialist Mathematics covers: 

• Complex Numbers – introduction to
another aspect of number, includes
operations with imaginary numbers,
graphing and different
representations.

• Vectors – vectors in 2D, as an
application of forces, on the
cartesian plane, finding angles and
sizes of forces.

• Further Trigonometry – this boosts
students’ understanding of
trigonometric functions from
Methods C by looking into other
functions of trig and rules
connecting angles.

ASSESSMENT 

Three topic tests.  One part without a 
calculator.  All with a cheat sheet. 75% 

Mathematical Investigation on one of 
the topics. 25% 

Note:  Please refer to the diagram on 
Page 10 for the Mathematics Subjects 
pathways. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Mathematics 
Coordinator. 
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Modern History 
 

Length One Semester (10 
Credits) 

Curriculum Area Humanities 

Prerequisites Nil 

 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have a keen interest in both historical 
developments, and/or contemporary 
politics/global affairs. They should enjoy 
thinking critically and discussing 
interpretations and arguments with their 
peers. They should have strong writing 
and analysis skills, or be keen to develop 
these. They should demonstrate a strong 
capacity for empathy. They should be 
comfortable with retaining content. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Modern History gives students the 
opportunity to explore how historical 
developments have shaped our 
modern world socially, politically, 
economically, and culturally. Through 
their studies, students build their skills in 
the historical method through inquiry, by 
examining and evaluating the nature of 
sources. Students explore different 
interpretations, draw conclusions, and 
develop reasoned historical arguments. 

Topics studies may include Revolutions, 
Imperialism, Decolonisation, or Cultural 
Studies of a time and place.  There is 
likely to be a focus on Russia and the 
United States.   

ASSESSMENT 

Historical Skills 70% 

This ‘Folio’ of assessments may include 
Empathy Tasks, Essays, Source Analyses, 
Primary Source Trails, Interviews, 
Eulogies, or Research Tasks. 

Historical Study 30% 
This is likely an individual study based on 
a topic of the student’s choosing, 
presenting their findings in a written, 
oral, or multimodal format. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Humanities 
Coordinator.  
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Music Advanced 
 

Length One Semester (10 
credits or a Full Year 
(20 credits)  

Curriculum Area Arts 

Prerequisites Year 10 Music 

 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students must have intermediate to 
advanced skills on an instrument/voice, 
analytical and reflective writing skills, 
and be familiar with music technology.  
They should possess creative and 
critical thinking skills and be able to 
read music notation. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Music Advanced is aimed at students 
who are confident with music notation 
or are considering tertiary studies in 
music. 

The learning experiences are 
intentionally varied to prepare students 
to progress to either Stage 2 Music 
Performance OR Stage 2 Music 
Explorations.  In both semesters students 
deepen their understanding of music 
theory and then apply the learning to 
two creative works.   

They refine their performance skills and 
develop critical thinking while reflecting 
on their learning. 

 

 

 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 

Creative Works 
Semester 1 60% 

• Arranging  

• Studio Recording 

Semester 2 

• Live Performance (at Showcase) 

• Own choice creative task 

Musical Literacy 40% 
Semester 1 

• Music Theory Development 

• Reflection on Creative Works 

Note:  A full year of music is 
recommended for students who intend 
to take this subject at Stage 2. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Arts 
Coordinator. 
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Music Experience 
 

Length One Semester (10 
credits or a Full Year 
(20 credits) 

Curriculum Area Arts 

Prerequisites Year 10 Music 

 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students must have Intermediate to 
advanced skills on an instrument/voice, 
analytical and reflective writing skills and 
be familiar with music technology.  They 
should possess creative and critical 
thinking skills. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Music Experience is aimed at students 
with skills and interest in music and want 
to pursue music for enjoyment rather 
than a career. It is also a good option for 
students who do not feel confident 
working with traditional music notation. 

The Learning experiences are 
intentionally varied, to prepare students 
to progress to either Stage 2 Music 
Performance or Stage 2 Music 
Explorations.  In both semesters students 
deepen their understanding of music 
theory and then apply their learning to 
the two creative works.  They refine their 
performance skills and develop critical 
thinking while reflecting on their learning. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Creative Works 60% 
Semester 1 

• Arranging  

• Studio Recording 

Semester 2 

• Live Performance (at Showcase) 

• Own Choice creative task 
 

Musical Literacy 40% 
Semester 1 

• Music Theory Development 

• Reflection on Creative Works 

Semester 2 

• Music Theory Development 

• Reflection on Creative Works 

Note:  A full year of music is 
recommended for students who intend 
to take this subject at Stage 2. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Arts Coordinator. 
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Outdoor Education 
Length One Semester (10 

credits) 

Curriculum 
Area 

Health & Physical 
Education 

Prerequisites None 

 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students should have an interest in the 
environment as well as learning how to 
plan for natural experiences such as 
hikes. Students need to be capable of 
undertaking demanding outdoor 
experiences. Students will be required to 
be independent thinkers and strong 
collaborators.  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Outdoor Education means learning in 
and for the outdoors. It provides 
students with opportunities to 
experience personal growth and to 
develop social skills, self-confidence, 
and teamwork skills. They will evaluate 
and reflect on their own learning 
progression and skills development, and 
work with others in groups. The learning 
experiences are intended to enable 
students to develop an appreciation of 
their place in, and their impact on 
environments. They will develop 
knowledge and apply planning and risk 
management skills for outdoor journeys.  

Focus Area 1: Environment and 
conservation 

Focus Area 2: Planning and 
management  

Focus Area 3: Personal and social 
growth and development 

ASSESSMENT 

AT1: About Natural 
Environments 

Students explore and analyse 
natural environments to build 
understanding of the balance 
between the human uses, 
potential risks, and 
conservation and sustainability. 

40% 

AT2: Experiences in Natural 
Environment 

Students plan and undertake 
outdoor activities and journeys 
in a group. Students use self 
and peer assessment to gather 
information on their teamwork 
and practical outdoor skills 

60% 

Note: A subject levy will be applied to 
cover the cost of camps and activities.  

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Health & 
Physical Education Coordinator. 
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Physical Education 
 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Health & Physical 
Education 

Prerequisites None 

 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have a keen interest in not just 
movement and sport, but understanding 
how and why the body moves the way it 
does. They should have the ability to 
collect, interpret and analyse data, and 
should be comfortable with the idea of 
learning theoretical concepts through 
movement. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 
Topic 1:  Skill Acquisition – Badminton 
Students learn about skill acquisition 
(learning) through badminton.  

Topic 2: Biomechanics – Golf 
Students learning about biomechanic 
principles through golf.  

Topic 3: Energy Systems – Various Sports 
(both semesters) 
Students will investigate the physiological 
demands of different sports and 
activities. 

Topic 4:  The effect of training on the 
body 

Students investigate the impact of 
different training methods on the body,  

Topic 5: Social Psychology and 
Leadership 

Students learn about different concepts 
of leadership and social psychology.  

ASSESSMENT 

AT1: Performance Improvement Task 50% 

This ‘Folio’ task requires students to 
collect and track data on their 
improvement journey within a particular 
sport, as well as connecting learning 
topics within the course. 

AT2: Physical Activity Investigation 50% 
This investigation will require students to 
investigate factors impacting physical 
activity performance or participation. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Health & 
Physical Education Coordinator. 
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Physics 
 

Length Full Year (20 Credits) 

Curriculum Area Science 

Prerequisites B Grade or higher in 
Year 10 Science 

 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have an interest in matter, forces and 
energy. They need to think critically and 
apply their knowledge in various forms. 
Students should enjoy completing 
practical experiments, presenting data 
and analysing results. Students need to 
be aware that this is a content rich 
subject that requires constant revision of 
concepts to gain a competent 
understanding and a subject that 
requires strong maths skills to rearrange 
and apply many formulae. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

The following topics are covered: 

Linear Motion and Forces. Students learn 
to explain concepts related to motion 
and use equations to perform 
calculations and solve motion 
problems. 

Energy and Momentum. Students build 
on their understanding of different types 
of energy and the concepts of work 
and power.  

Heat. Students learn to use a particle 
model to describe heat and 
temperature. 

Waves. Students learn about the 
different types of waves and how 
energy is transferred through various 
mediums. 

 

 

Nuclear models and radioactivity. 
Students build on their understanding of 
the structure of the atom. They learn 
about why some atoms are unstable 
and the application of radioactive 
decay.   

Electric circuits. Students learn about 
the concepts relating to static electricity 
and creating electric circuits. Students 
construct a variety of circuits and learn 
to use meters and calculations to 
investigate the concepts. 

Students strengthen their understanding 
through a variety of practical 
investigations. 

ASSESSMENT 

Investigations Folio 50% 
Each semester, the Investigations folio 
includes:  

• One practical investigation 
including the presentation of a 
practical report (maximum of 1000 
words).  

• One investigation with a focus on 
science as a human endeavour 
(examining a recent discovery, 
innovation, issue, or advancement 
in science – maximum of 100 words) 

Skills and Applications Tasks 50% 
Each semester, these tasks include:  

• One test done under direct 
supervision.  

• One report demonstrating 
application of knowledge and skills. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Science 
Coordinator. 
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Psychology 
 

Length One Semester (10 
credits)   

Curriculum Area Science 

Prerequisites 
Achieve a B Grade 
or higher in Yr 10 
Science    

 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have an interest in psychology and how 
humans behaviours are affected by 
psychological principles. They should be 
able to think critically and have the 
ability to apply their knowledge in 
various forms and formats. Students 
need to be aware that this is a content 
rich subject which requires constant 
revision of these concepts to gain a 
competent understanding of the work 
covered. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

The course consists of the following five 
topics: 

Topic 1: Cognitive Psychology 
Students will study the different types of 
memory and memory processes, 
biological and psychological reasons 
for forgetting, techniques to improve 
memory and cultural and social 
influences on memory. 

Topic 2: Neuropsychology 
Students will study the components and 
functions of the nervous system, 
neurons, and the brain how messages 
are transmitted through and between 
neurons, types of neurotransmitters and 
the biological basis of mental illness. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Investigation Folios 50% 
The Investigations Folio is made up of: 

• one practical investigation, which 
include the presentation of 
practical reports (each with a 
maximum of 1500 words). 

• one investigation, with a focus on 
science as a human endeavour 
(examining a recent discovery, 
innovation, issue, or advancement 
in science).   

Skills and Applications Tasks 50% 
These consist of two tests (done under 
direct supervision).  There is a test for 
each topic. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Science 
Coordinator. 
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Spiritualities, Religion and Meaning 
 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Christian Studies 

Prerequisites None 

 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Through completion of Spiritualities, 
Religion and Meaning, students will 
develop and apply the skills of 
understanding, application, analysis, 
collaboration and reflection.   

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

In this subject, we will explore one or 
more ‘big ideas’ to frame inquiry 
questions; explore issues, concepts, and 
ideas; and reflect on personal and 
shared meaning within Christianity and 
other world religions. As part of Stage 1 
Spiritualities Religion and Meaning, 
students complete a Peer Support 
program with that year’s Year 7 cohort, 
with a close focus on the Christian idea 
and teaching of servant leadership. This 
experience helps to inform parts of the 
student’s assessment tasks. 

The semester is divided in the following 
manner: 

Term 1 

• Peer Support and Exploration of 
Servant Leadership 

• Big Idea Community, Justice and 
Diversity 

Term 2 

• Ethics Studies 

• Big Idea Spiritualities, Religions and 
Ultimate Questions 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Type 1: 35% 
Representations Task 

Assessment Type 2:  30% 
Connections Task 

Assessment Type 3:  35% 
Issues Investigation 

Note: For this 10-credit subject, students 
will provide evidence of their learning 
through 3 assessments (one from each 
assessment type). 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the Christian Studies 7-12 
Coordinator. 
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Society and Culture 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Humanities 

Prerequisites Nil 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have an interest in contemporary issues 
in our world, a natural curiosity, and a 
desire to learn more about how social 
developments influence 21st Century 
society. They should be comfortable 
researching and using evidence to 
create arguments. They should be 
comfortable sharing their opinion in 
front of others, and collaborating with 
others. 

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Students learn about the ways in which 
societies constantly change and are 
affected by social, political, historical, 
environmental, economic, and cultural 
factors. They develop the skills to 
critically analyse a range of viewpoints 
about peoples, societies, and issues. 
They also develop skills of empathy and 
an awareness of perspectives that may 
challenge their own. Students learn 
inquiry skills and how to collaborate 
effectively with others. They have the 
opportunity to explore topics of 
personal interest as well as the set topics 
the whole class studies. Because the 
subject’s focus is informed by the world 
around us, topics for study may change 
from year to year to take advantage of 
current, relevant issues.  

This focus is on ‘current affairs’ ensures 
that the learning is as topical and ‘now’ 
as possible.  

ASSESSMENT 

Source Analysis 30% 
Likely to be a formal analytical response 
to a range of primary sources on a 
relevant social issue. 

Group Activity 40% 
Likely to be a group inquiry into a 
particular issue, resulting in a multimodal 
presentation of findings. 

Investigation 30% 
An independent study focusing on an 
issue of the student’s choosing, 
evaluating its impact on the society and 
culture around it. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Humanities 
Coordinator. 
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Visual Art 

Length One Semester (10 
credits) 

Curriculum Area Arts 

Prerequisites Year 10 Visual Art 

SKILLS REQUIRED 

Students who choose this subject should 
have an appreciation for learning and 
writing about the work of other artists. 
They should be willing to engage with 
new practices and media as well as 
developing their own practical skills to 
establish their own artistic aesthetic. 
Students should be able to work 
autonomously and engage in class 
discussions. 

Students need some experience at 
exploring a variety of media and 
techniques. Students need to be self-
motivated and to think critically and 
creatively about their work.  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

In Stage 1 Visual Art, students research, 
analyse, explore and experiment with 
media and techniques, and resolve and 
produce practical work. They engage 
with the work of historical, cultural, and 
local artists as well as essential 
engagement with Indigenous and 
Torres Strait Islander Artists. They use 
visual thinking and investigation to 
develop ideas and concepts, refine 
technical skills, and produce 
imaginative solutions. Students learn to 
communicate personal ideas, beliefs, 
values, thoughts, feelings, concepts and 
opinions, and provide observations of 
their lived or imagined experiences in 
visual form. 

ASSESSMENT 

Folio 30% 
Documentation of the development of 
the practical assessment. 

Practical 30% 
Students create and submit final 
artworks and a written statement 
explaining their concept and the 
development of their ideas. 

Visual Study 40% 
Through ‘visual research’ students 
analyse the work of others and 
produce their own experiments 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact the 7-12 Arts 
Coordinator. 
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