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welcome to Dominic College
Ms Beth Gilligan, Principal.
Welcome to Dominic College
Kindergarten and what we
hope will be a memorable
educational
journey
for
your child within a rich faith
tradition.
When families first visit
Dominic, they are struck
by our unique location,
expansive grounds and our
ready welcome. A sense
of serenity, safety, and
inclusiveness, provide a
quality environment for
young minds and hearts to
flourish.
But that is just the start, at the centre of our school is a vibrant and supportive faith community;
a family of parents, teachers, and old scholars, committed to ensuring the wellbeing and success
of each student.
The Kindergarten year is a crucial formative time for children, in stimulating an early love of
learning, creative problem solving, nurturing natural curiosity and collaboration in their
exploration of the world. We provide students with the skills and guidance to become confident
and capable life-long learners within the Salesian family and our values.
We believe that there are three foundational teachers in a child’s early life: their parents, their
teachers and their learning environment that promote values, relationships, communication and
exploration in learning. The inter-play between parents, teachers and the environment form an
essential process in the growth and development of each child, ensuring children reach their full
potential.
It is our privilege to inspire and challenge the inquisitive young minds that will shape our
future, giving them the best possible start to their education. Each student’s unique journey is
a partnership between home and school, and we work closely with families to achieve the best
outcome for students from the very beginning.
I warmly welcome you to the Dominic College family and I look forward to sharing your child’s
educational journey for years to come.
Ms. Beth Gilligan
Principal - Dominic College
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our community
Mr Stephen Casni
deputy principal
A very warm welcome to Kindergarten at Dominic College. I am looking forward
to seeing our new cohort of Kindergarten students thrive as they enter our
beautiful grounds and classrooms and embrace the exciting challenges on
offer here at our College, and to welcome current and new families to our
faith community.
At Dominic, we are all guided by the Charter for Salesian Schools in Australia,
and are called to be:
•
a HOME that welcomes;
•
a PARISH that evangelises;
•
a SCHOOL that prepares for life; and
•
a PLAYGROUND where friends meet and enjoy themselves.
These four pillars, inspired by priest and educator St John Bosco are lived out each day at Dominic
through the amazing activities and opportunities on offer in our K-10 co-educational environment.
Dominic College is a HOME that welcomes everyone through the wonderful relationships and bonds
that are formed based on genuine care, affection, openness and acceptance of others. Students,
teachers and parents alike always exhibit an attitude of optimism in relation to learning and foster a
spirit of joy and hope based on the teachings of Christ.
Dominic is a PARISH that evangelises, displayed through the whole College mass celebrations, feast
days, retreat programs and sacramental encounters on offer. Through prayer, liturgy and Religious
Education classrooms, students and staff, and all members of our community have opportunities to
nurture their faith and give thanks for the gift of education at Dominic College.
Dominic is a SCHOOL that prepares for life through the broad curriculum on offer through our
teaching and learning program. Students have the chance to experience not only the Australian
Curriculum, but a range of hands on, real life learning
experiences that foster crucial skills needed once
they leave school. Kindergarten students commence
the study of a broad curriculum including Religious
Education, Literacy and Numeracy, as well as a wide
range of specialty subjects taught by specialty teachers.
Our staff continually take opportunities to learn and
share their learning experiences with colleagues to
strengthen and improve their practice and equip them
to provide quality learning experiences for all their
students.
Dominic is a PLAYGROUND where friends meet and enjoy themselves shown through various
celebrations and festivities. Students and staff continually interact with one another during recess
and lunch breaks and build positive relationships through many engaging events and opportunities,
helping each and every person to grow in confidence in a loving and respectful environment.
I sincerely hope that your child’s experience at Dominic College will be an enriching one and I
look forward to walking the path with you and your children as they form strong friendships and
undertake exciting learning opportunities in the years to come.
4 Mr Stephen Casni - Deputy Principal

introduction
Mrs Jane Doyle - coordinator of teaching & learning
K-2 Kindergarten to Year 2
It is my pleasure to welcome you and your child as you begin your educational journey at Dominic
College. Your role in our College is important and we look forward to working with you to deepen
this partnership in the coming years.
This handbook is developed to help you approach the Kindergarten year with confidence and
knowledge. My role and the role of the Kindergarten teachers is to ensure that you are equipped
with all the information you need to help your child have the happiest year they can and achieve
to their potential.
In this handbook you will find information about our College and classroom philosophies, the
curriculum, our staffing policy, timetables, specialist lessons and the extra programs that we
provide to enhance the wonderful learning opportunities your child will experience in their first
year at Dominic College.
There is also information about daily routines, timetables, the use of the diary and newsletters
as communication tools and Parent help.
One aspect of our College life that is very evident in Kindergarten is the relationships we develop
with our students. Our aim is to know our students so that we can support them at all times.
As Don Bosco, our Salesian founder said: “It is not enough to love the young; they must know
that they are loved”. In Kindergarten, this is the ideal that underpins the relationships we build
with our students.
We look forward to working with you as you begin this important journey in your child’s life.
Mrs Jane Doyle
Coordinator of Teaching and Learning K-2
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our salesian values
Our Salesian Values
Saint John Bosco said:
• Always remember that education is a thing of the heart
• It is enough that you are young for me to love you!
• The young must not only be loved, they must know that they
are loved
The Salesian School:
•
Encourages a passion
for life-long learning
•
Cultivates resilience, resourcefulness and
adaptability as important skills for life
•
Has a rich experience of interaction and sharing,
especially between students and staff
•
Being present to each other in an active,
engaging and constructive manner
Our Kindergarten cares for each student and their family.
Your child will experience a safe, stimulating environment with the
opportunity to discover new friends, develop an understanding of ‘school
life,’ and experience real life learning.

Learning environment

Our Kindergarten classrooms offer a variety of settings and experiences with
learning centres, free and guided play areas. They are technologically rich
areas featuring iPads and interactive whiteboards. Outside, our playgrounds
are safe, fenced and offer opportunities for exploratory play as well as
developing necessary gross motor skills.

Staff

Our staff are dedicated and innovative Early Years teachers and dynamic teacher assistants. The
staff working with each class varies according to the needs of our students and ratios aligning with
national benchmarks. Parents are most welcome to assist in Kindergarten activities through our
volunteer program.

Curriculum

We aim to prepare our Kindergarten students for school life and provide them with a solid foundation
and a love of learning. We encourage our students to be curious lifelong learners through offering a
varied indoor and outdoor program. We provide children with a sound introduction to fundamental
early literacy and numeracy skills as well as encouraging their curiosity in our extensive facilities
through our Bush Kinder and Mamma Margaret Kitchen Garden programs.
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Kindergarten classes are guided by the Early Years Learning Framework and students enjoy programs
by specialist teachers for Music, Japanese, Physical Education and Cooking.

kindergarten Early Years Framework
The Kindergarten Programme
The National Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) for children from birth to five years informs
the teaching and learning program at Dominic College. The EYLF has been developed to ensure
your child receives high quality education programmes in their early childhood setting. The
Framework’s vision is for all children to experience play-based learning that is engaging and
builds success for life. At Dominic College, we use the framework to work in partnership with
families (children’s first and most influential educators) to develop learning programs responsive
to childrens’ ideas, interests, strengths and abilities and recognise that children learn through
their play.
Fundamental to the Framework is a view of children’s lives as characterised by belonging, being
and becoming.

Belonging- Acknowledges childrens interdependence with others and the basis of relationships
in defining identities. Belonging is central to being and becoming in that it shapes who children
are and who they can become.
Being- Recognises the significance of the here and now in children’s lives. It is about the present
and them knowing themselves, building and maintaining relationships with others, engaging
with life’s joys and complexities and meeting challenges in everyday life.
Becoming- Reflects the process of children’s identities, knowledge, understandings, capacities,
skills and relationships changing during childhood. They are shaped by many different events and
circumstances.
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kindergarten early years framework
The EYLF Learning Outcomes broadly describe the development of children’s learning and these
are also the aims of our program:

* To provide an enjoyable, cooperative and safe environment where children feel valued and
supported.
* For each child’s unique worth to be valued and his/her self-esteem strengthened.
* For the children to be given the opportunity to develop their social, emotional, intellectual
and physical self to its fullest potential.
* For each child to develop confidence in his/her own ability to function as a member of a
caring and loving group.

* For each child to be aware of, and express appropriately, his/her own needs, feelings and

ideas and to recognise these rights in others.
* For each child to be encouraged to develop a sense of independence and responsibility.
* For each child to continue their faith journey.
* For parents to be welcomed into the Kinder and their unique relationship with their child to
be recognised and valued.
* To encourage parents to participate in the Kinder program.
* To communicate with parents on an ongoing basis about their child’s development.
* To have the children and the Kinder community value and respect differences of culture,
gender and ability.

Inquiry-Based Learning
Inquiry based learning activities are all about making realworld connections through exploration and questioning. There
is so much happening in our world that is worth our learners
discovering and experiencing. With the right provocations
authentic learning can happen.
As we begin to prepare our students to enter the world to thrive
and succeed we are constantly striving to empower them with
the best skills for doing so in a rapidly changing world. These
are the abilities of independent and critical thinking, creativity,
curiosity and the drive to learn anywhere at any time.
The inquiry-based learning approach to teaching creates
an integrated and student-led learning journey. Students are encouraged to explore their
questions, thinking, hypotheses and develop their own answers through this exploration. With
inquiry-based learning, students learn by doing; curiosity and exploration often lead to better
comprehension and understanding of materials and concepts.
Inquiry-based learning in Kindergarten makes a lot of sense because very young children have
a natural curiosity and wonderment about their world. The ways in which children play, explore
and question are fundamental to early cognitive development.
Even before they arrive in a school setting, children have already mastered a range of
competencies, theories and activities. They have most likely already developed a particular
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learning outcomes
interest or passion be it drawing dinosaurs or collecting Thomas the Tank Engine and all
his friends, they have often developed competencies relating to these that place their
development beyond their years in their accuracy in drawing or naming of their toys.
The nature of inquiry-based learning also fits with an holistic approach to the Kindergarten
classroom. This is because it engages social, emotional, cognitive, linguistic, physical, spiritual
and creative dimensions. In short, the elements of the Early years Learning Framework, which is
the basis of the Kindergarten curriculum at Dominic College.

Working towards these outcomes throughout the Kinder Year at Dominic:
Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense of
identity
•
•
•
•
•
•

Show interest in other children
Express feelings and ideas
Communicate needs
Persist with challenges
Join in play experiences
Interact with others respectfully

The children will have a wide range of experiences
where they can develop an understanding of
themselves in a safe and supported environment.
They can develop relationships with their peers and
the wider Kindergarten community during our Bush Kinder sessions, play opportunities and
excursions.

Outcome 2: Children are connected to and contribute to their world
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Co-operate with others
Make connections between people
Enjoy exploring
Become aware of similarities and differences between people
Make observations about living and non-living things
Show concern for others
Think about what is fair and unfair

Students are extended in their understanding of the world in which they live. They will have
opportunities to visit sites around the Dominic College grounds. Students will develop a sense
of belonging to groups and communities and will be able to identify what it means to be an
active participant in their community.
Students will become self-aware and able to identify and explain their own feelings. They can
also develop an awareness of the feelings of others, showing concern for others and identifying
similarities and differences between each other. Students are encouraged to make choices and
problem solve to meet their own needs and the needs of others.
Through these opportunities students are able to gain a deeper understanding of what it means
to be a responsible and respectful member of a classroom, school and local community and be
active contributors to their world.
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kindergarten learning outcomes
Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense of wellbeing
•
Celebrate achievements
•
Cope with change and challenges
•
Communicate needs
•
Participate independently
•
Take risks
•
Share humour and happiness
•
Engage in fine motor and gross motor
movement
•
Make healthy food choices
Throughout the Kindergarten year students will have
opportunities to develop a bank of learning assets and begin to see themselves as selfmanagers, thinkers, researchers, collaborators and communicators. These dispositions allow
the children to think about what they are ‘being’ when they are learning.
Children are encouraged to learn to recognise their individual achievements, make choices,
accept challenges, take considered risks, manage change and cope with frustrations and the
unexpected. They will also learn to recognise the contribution they make to shared projects
and experiences. Through such opportunities they can actively develop their collaboration and
communication skills and an increased awareness of the needs and rights of others.
Learning about heathy lifestyles, including nutrition, personal hygiene, physical fitness,
emotions and social relationships is also at the forefront of our Kindergarten program as they
are integral to enhancing student’s wellbeing and self-confidence.

Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved learners
•
•
•
•
•

Show curiosity
Concentrate and commit to a task
Problem solve
Make connections between experiences, concepts and processes
Be creative

•
•

Be enthusiastic and imaginative
Inquire and ask questions

In Kindergarten children will develop dispositions for learning such as curiosity, cooperation,
confidence, creativity, commitment, enthusiasm, persistence and imagination. Through active,
hands-on investigations which call for them to be explorers, collaborators and problem solvers,
children gain a deeper understanding of themselves and their world.

Outcome 5: Children are effective communicators
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
10

Share ideas
Engage in stories, singing and rhymes
Use creative art to express ideas and understanding
Explore symbols and begin to understand their meaning to communicate ideas
Sort, order and compare collections of materials
Show they are listening and understand
Use literacy and numeracy in play

curriculum
In Kindergarten we build on a range of experiences with language, literacy and numeracy that
students have established in their families and communities. They have had opportunities
to exchange ideas, thoughts, questions and feelings to express themselves and connect with
others.

Curriculum areas:
Religion

For the students at Dominic College, Religious
Education is about providing the children with
an insight into a lifelong relationship with God.
Students are taught that they are made in
God’s image. In accordance with the Scriptures,
students learn that God loves each of us and we
experience God in other people’s love for us.

English

In Kindergarten the children have been provided
with ongoing opportunities to develop skills in
oral and written language. Children explore different modes of communication including music,
movement, media, storytelling, drama, speaking, listening, viewing and writing.

Mathematics

The Kindergarten program is of a practical nature where concrete materials are used in
authentic contexts to promote mathematical thinking. Students have opportunities to explore
their world mathematically through patterning, sorting, problem solving,
collecting and recognizing and representing numbers.

Art

Early Literacy for young children involves communicating their ideas,
thoughts and problem solving efforts through visual arts. We experiment
with colour, texture and lines.

Japanese

The best time to begin to learn an additional language is from a young age.
At Dominic College, students begin their Japanese learning journey from Kindergarten. From the
very beginning of the school year, a Japanese specialist teacher visits each Kindergarten class for
a weekly Japanese lesson.
Through songs, stories and games, students learn greetings, numbers, colours, foods, body parts
and actions. They learn to express themselves by stating what they dislike, like and love, saying
they are hungry, thirsty or hurt. They learn about the culture of bowing, and how to address their
friends and teachers in a culturally appropriate way. They begin to learn to recognize some kanji
characters, and sing popular Japanese children’s songs.
Dominic College also participates in the Australian Government’s ELLA program (Early Learning
Languages Australia). Students work with a partner to use apps on an iPad. These apps are
purposely designed for encouraging language skills in young learners, and are an excellent
supplementary tool to support language learning in our classrooms.
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weekly routines
kindergarten literacy and numeracy
Literacy
Literacy in Kindergarten is hands-on, vibrant, and
creative. It includes reading, developing understandings
about language, phonemic and phonological awareness
(letter/sound
relationships),
letter
recognition,
understanding and becoming aware of “what letter my
name starts with” and upper and lower case letters,
concepts of print and the way that texts are constructed.
Reading stories and picture books help give children
a greater understanding of many essential literacy
concepts such as rhyming, the beginning and end of a story, where we start reading on a page,
but most importantly, the shared joy of reading a story with an important adult.
We aim to provide children with:
•

Opportunities to get their ideas together through talk. The importance of oral 		
language in the acquisition of language cannot be underestimated.
•
Development of the specialised knowledge and language needed for reading texts.
•
Help to learn writing skills within the context of their own mark making and writing.
•
Support for children to make links between first-hand experience, oral language and
books.
By providing the children with a wide range of materials they can experiment in play, by speaking
and listening to each other, identifying sounds and letters, storytelling, images and print.

Numeracy
Numeracy in Kindergarten occurs in every environment we
are in. It is incidental, in play, planned, formal and informal.
At Dominic College, numeracy includes understandings about
numbers, counting, patterns, measurement, spatial awareness,
collecting data as well as developing mathematical thinking and
reasoning.
In Kindergarten we provide our children with:
•
Opportunities to explain their mathematical thinking
•
A variety of learning opportunities
•
A range of representations of the same concept
•
A balance of explicit teaching, jointly constructed understandings and independent
		learning
•
A growing sense of mastery in numeracy
The children begin to understand and become aware of the relationships between oral, written
and visual mathematical representations.
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developmental activities
Bush Kinder
Research shows that play-based learning and spending
time in nature are beneficial to children’s health and
mental wellbeing. With such rich natural surroundings,
Bush Kinder at Dominic College is a big part of our
Kindergarten program. Bush Kinder aligns itself to
the Early Years Learning Framework through its strong
emphasis on play-based learning. It helps children
become more connected with their environment and
contribute in a positive way. Children develop a strong
sense of wellbeing. It encourages risk management and risk taking, along with social connection,
confidence and encourages children to develop a deeper conceptual understanding and respect
for the natural environment. First hand experiences in natural learning environments promote
enjoyment, curiosity, cooperation, creativity, persistence and problem solving skills.

Mamma Margaret’s Kitchen (MMK)
MMK is our Kitchen Garden program. Each year each Kindergarten child will experience cooking
sessions in Semester 2. In these sessions, the students and adults work together for 90 minutes
to create exciting and nutritious recipes which can be copied at home. The main role for the
adults in the kitchen, is to facilitate the students developing the focus skills for each lesson. In
Kindergarten, the most common skills are kneading, mixing, cutting, spreading, and eating. Each
child also learns to clean and organise their area.
Each session is a hands-on opportunity for our students to work in the kitchen and develop some
knowledge and skills to produce recipes they are encouraged to eat at the end of the session.
The program is based on the Stephanie Alexander model of growing, harvesting, (where possible
from our small garden), preparing, and eating.
Our program is heavily reliant on parents help to make each lesson as interactive as possible
for every child. Every parent, carer or member of the extended family is welcome to help each
fortnight, as long as they have obtained their Working with Vulnerable People card.
Further information about this can be
obtained from the Compliance and
Administration Officer located in our College
Business office.
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developmental activities
Loose Parts Play
Loose parts play is a type of play that supports invention, divergent thinking, problem solving
and offers a sense of wonder to children. The parts are materials that can be moved, carried,
combined, redesigned, lined up, and taken apart and put back together in multiple ways. They
are materials with no specific set of directions that can be used alone or combined with other
materials. It is an essential element of the Reggio Emilia philosophy:
“Children do not live – as many still believe – in a mythical and pre-intellectual dimension,
but they are capable of constructing thoughts and reflections because knowledge is with
them, right from birth, in the heart of life itself. Children, above all when together with
other children, are inventors, “safecrackers”, and re-builders of theories and behaviours
that elude any presumptuousness or predictability of methods. Children do not wait for our
permission to think. Indeed, children are bursting with ideas that are always impatient to
escape through language (and we say a hundred languages) to connect and communicate
with the things of the world.” Loris Malaguzzi
Loose parts play occurs every day in our Kindergarten. It involves students playing with common
household and environmental items using their imaginations. The items may be combined in
completely random ways, and the aim of using them is for students to develop their creativity,
curiosity and problem solving skills.
This is also a feature of our outdoor play and involves students from across K-2 working together
to build. Teacher and adult support is often given but our priority is to encourage our students
to work individually or collaboratively to successfully complete their project. This process can
then be continued in the classroom with students sketching their creations and then recreating
their projects as smaller models using clay or plasticene or as
drawings and paintings.
Loose parts have a life, a language, and their equal complexity
and simplicity provide children with a way of communicating
that lends itself to advanced problem solving, dramatic
play, storytelling, fantasy, engineering, mathematics, and
communication. This type of play launches children into learning
environments that builds a repertoire of how things come to be
– how a sky scraper stays up, how a bridge can expand across
lakes and rivers, how patterns and sequences are made and
through this process imagination is brought to life. Theories and
meanings can be explained and worlds are re-imagined.
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provocations
Morning provocations
Each morning students will find a number of trays around our Kindergartens which encourage
them to look and question. They will not find written instructions
on what each student should do, build or make. The materials
chosen allow students to inquire, observe, hypothesise, discuss and
manipulate using their own experiences and imaginations.
Put simply, provocations provoke! They provoke thoughts,
discussions, questions, interests, creativity and ideas. They can also
expand on a thought, project, idea and interest. Provocations can
be as simple as a photo of a rock sculpture next to some pebbles
or as elaborate as a table with an assortment of recycled materials
next to a book on robots and resources to make upcycled robots.
Often though, provocations are simple and displayed beautifully to
provoke interest. Within any unit of study, provocations can be introduced in many ways:
Nature (found materials and specimens)
•
A fascinating photo, picture, or book
•
Interests (class is drawn to a particular subject)
•
Conceptual (shadows, light, seasons)
•
Event (guest speaker, presentation, holiday)
•
Art Materials (new creative mediums to
explore)
•
Questions (from students or teacher directed)
•
Objects (map, travel artifact)
Ultimately, the intention of provocations is to provide an invitation for a child to explore and
express themselves. They are open-ended and provide a means for expression where possible.
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cocurricular activities
HPE
Dominic College offers a range of sports free of charge to all students.
Our Kindergarten students have the option of joining a soccer or
hockey team in Terms 2 and 3 as part of their sporting options.
Soccer is a very popular sport taken up by Kindergarten students
with Dominic College entering teams in the Northern Suburbs
Junior Soccer Association (NSJSA) in the 2019 U/6 roster.
Soccer is played at
Dominic and various
other venues in the
Northern
Suburbs.
Teams consist of 4-6
players led by a coach
or game leader. The idea of Soccer at an early age
is based on fun, skill development and participation.
Matches are guided by Football Federation
Tasmania’s small sided rules.
We highly encourage all students to give sports a try.

Music
In Kindergarten students have the opportunity to learn a number of different songs, play untuned percussion instruments and move to different types of music. Differentiating between
high and low sounds is an important skill for any young musician and in Kindergarten, students
learn to identify and sing high and low sounds and use their voices in a variety of different ways.
Many of the songs taught integrate letters of the alphabet, counting and all kinds of animal
stories. These include favorites such as Finn the Fish, Grumpy Gorilla and groovy jazz music
such as Cool Cat and Be-Bop the Bear. Students also sing about the four seasons, months of the
year, Christmas and Halloween. Developing a steady sense of beat is also a focus in music, with
students using a variety of un-tuned percussion instruments, body percussion and movement to
a variety of songs and music.
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general information
Volunteering at Dominic College
At Dominic College, we are committed to working in partnership with families and families
are encouraged and welcome to participate in every aspect of Kinder life. We believe families
are important to children for many reasons. We share with families the responsibility of the
care and education of their young children, as we believe parents are the primary educators
of their children. Possibilities for help include reading stories to children, assisting with small
group activities, Mamma Margaret Kitchen program, school carnivals, preparing materials and
resources.

Parent/Carer/Grandparent Help
Once routines are up and running in Kinder we will welcome parent help. Please let us know if
you are keen and able to help and what days are preferable for you. In due course a calendar
will be available on the Kinder notice board to sign up for a session or two. Kinder parent helpers
may be asked to contribute in a variety of ways, playing games, supporting activities, supervising
water play etc. If you, as a volunteer, have any preferred activities or skills to offer, please let us
know.
Please bear in mind that all parents/helpers are required to have completed a registration to
Work with Vulnerable People, and the school must have sited this registration for our reference
before you can be considered for parent help either in the classroom or on an excursion. You will
also be required to complete an online induction.
Please see https://www.cbos.tas.gov.au/topics/licensing-and-registration/registrations/workwith-vulnerable-people for more information

Kinder Daily Routines
Start
Recess
Lunch
Finish

8.30am for 9.00am start
10.40am - 11.00am
12.45pm - 1.35pm
3.00pm

Hours
The College has three Kindergarten
classes (Kinder timita - Monday to
Wednesday, Kinder larila - Tuesday
to Thursday and Kinder tuminana Wednesday to Friday), each scheduled
three days a week. Class is from
9.00am - 3.00pm, with the classrooms
open from 8.30am.
A typical Kindergarten day consists of a morning class meeting, literacy and numeracy activities,
guided and free play, story time, daily fitness, learning circle time, rest and relaxation, songs and
games.

Uniform
Kindergarten students wear the sports uniform every day.
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frequently asked questions - kindergarten
We encourage you to speak with your child’s Kindergarten teacher if you have any
concerns at any time. Good communication with parents helps us to achieve the
best outcomes for your child.
Does my child need to be able to read for Kinder?

No, recognising their own name is a good start. Learning skills such as holding a book the
correct way, reading from left to right, and discussing what they have read can help build skills,
understanding and confidence.

How can I assist with my child’s learning at home?

Read with them, and to them. Provide building blocks and writing and drawing materials.
Discuss their drawings and the books they have read. Ask your child to perform simple tasks
around the home, such as helping to set the table - counting the places etc., to incorporate
learning in every day activities. Teach your child to use scissors, it helps to develop fine motor
skills.

Can I speak with the teacher if I have any concerns?

Of course, if it is a simple question, have a quick chat with the teacher in the morning. If it is
a sensitive question please make a time to talk the teacher when it is not so busy, make an
appointment.

What should I pack for recess and lunch? Does my child need to bring a drink?

Recess snacks may consist of pieces of fruit, celery or carrot sticks, or yoghurt. We encourage
healthy choices such as sandwiches or salad for lunch. Please discuss any allergies with the
teacher. We request that your child brings a drink bottle with only water, the bottle will be
refilled during the day. Due to allergies, no peanuts, or peanut products are permitted. If you
are unsure, please chat to your child’s reacher.

Can my child order from the school canteen?
No. This begins in Prep.

Does my child need to be fully toilet trained for Kinder?

Yes, though accidents do happen so please pack spare underwear, shorts and shirts if possible.

What do I do if my child is struggling with routines, is there flexibility with
attendance?

Talk the teacher about any concerns with routines, your child’s teacher will develop and discuss
strategies. Your child is expected to attend Kindergarten for three days each week to achieve
statuatory requirements for attendance. Holidays in term time are not supported.

Are there any special rules or arrangements with birthdays? Can I bring a birthday
cake for children to share?
Everyone loves birthdays. Please feel free to bring items such as lollypops or Freddos to share.
Birthday party invitations are to be given to the teacher for children’s folders.

What can I do to help if my child is not making friends?

Speak to the teacher first, who will initiate playing activities and put social strategies in place.
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“

Children need the

freedom to

appreciate the infinite resources of their

hands, their eyes, and their
ears, the resources of forms,
materials, sounds
colours.”
Loris Malaguzzi

204 Tolosa Street, Glenorchy 7010
PO Box 256, Glenorchy 7010
Phone: (03) 6274 6000
dominic@dominic.tas.edu.au
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