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Chris Ryan: Dominic College 1982-1987
Since 2020 Chris has served the Archdiocese of Hobart as Executive Director – Administration and 
Finance. This role involves delivering financial oversight and ensuring both civil and canonical governance 
and assurance to the Archbishop as well as support and guidance to priests, religious, and parish staff 
across Tasmania to assist them in their pastoral work. As Diocesan Financial Administrator, Chris is also 
a director of its agencies such as Blueline Laundry, the Catholic Development Fund, Catholic Education 
Tasmania and Catholic Care. His life has been one of service in action, across many fields. 

At school Chris had a strong commitment to College life and the co-curricular life of the school, especially 
in sport. He went into the banking sector after graduating from Dominic College and later studied 
Business Administration and Accounting at the University of Tasmania as a mature age student. In 1989 
Chris joined the Australian Army Reserve and he became a Tasmania Police Constable in the 1990s and 
received the Commissioner’s Commendation for his contribution during the Port Arthur tragedy. In 2020, 
he rejoined the Australian Army and currently holds the rank of Captain in the Royal Australian Army Pay 
Corps. Chris was awarded the National Medal and Australian Defence Medal in recognition of his service.

In 2009, Chris joined the Tasmania Fire Service as a volunteer firefighter. Rising to the position of 
Brigade Chief of the Cambridge Fire Brigade, he has attended close to 500 emergency incidents and 
has deployed interstate, including the devastating NSW bushfires in 2020, receiving the NSW Premier’s 
Bushfire Emergency Citation and the National Emergency Medal. Chris is the State Treasurer of RSL 
Tasmania, the peak advocacy body for veterans. 

Chris worked in banking and business management in a variety of roles including Corporate Services 
Manager for the Archdiocese of Hobart from 2012 to 2018 and in 2020 returned to the Archdiocese as 
Executive Director. In 2024, Chris was invested as a Knight of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre 
of Jerusalem, a papal order of knighthood under the direct protection of the Holy See, reflecting his 
unwavering commitment to the Catholic faith and his service to the Church.

Chris is a proud Dominic College Old Scholar: he played over 100 games with the 
DOSA Football Club, and was Secretary and Treasurer. Chris still goes to games, when 
commitments allow, and enjoys cheering from the hill at the TCA ground. 

Through his service to the community in many fields, Chris has given generously of 
himself to serve others, quietly, faithfully, and with honour.


