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Dr Samuel Dix: 1996 - 1999
Sam Dix demonstrated a passion for archaeology from an early age. He recalls as a child 
in his backyard burying and digging up chicken bones to discover them. At school as 
he grew older in summer holidays Sam joined volunteer digs away from home at Port 
Arthur. Before commencing his studies of archaeology at university he travelled to Egypt 
and continually worked part-time to fund his travels.

His studies and work have included the Middle East, Borneo, America and England. In 
2009 he lived with the Al Zalabeyh Bedouin tribe in Jordan recording tribal history and 
rock art. In Australia he has worked with the Narryna Heritage Museum in Hobart, 
surveying in outback Western Australia and the Northern Territory and has held the 
position of Chair of the Chartered Institute of Archaeologists.

In 2018 Sam and select colleagues launched National Archaeology Week for Tasmania at 
Dominic College with a full scale enquiry day for Years 6 and 7.

Sam was an Australian Research Council Laureate Scholarship recipient, completing his 
PhD at Griffith University in November 2021. His thesis was entitled ‘Understanding 
contact, hybridity, conservatism and innovation in archaeological superimposition of rock 
art. Djuliri, Arnhem Land, Northern Territory, Australia.’

In 2022 Sam was appointed Senior Archaeologist at Biosys Pty Ltd, a national 
team of professional consultants passionate about ecology and cultural 
heritage. Sam has always had a deep sense of giving back to the community, 
regularly volunteering throughout his life.


