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Dr Tim Tenbensel: Dominic College 1970-1982
Dr Tim Tenbensel is Associate Professor of Health Policy at the University of Auckland, 
New Zealand. He has committed much of his life helping to develop meaningful and 
academic research in public health policy, and teaching a broad range of undergraduate 
and postgraduate students, while supervising PhD students.

Tim was the youngest in a family of children who all attended St John’s and Dominic 
College and enjoyed the academic challenges of school, peer friendships, music and 
especially the social outreach to the local community.

After Year 12 Tim worked as a public servant and studied for a Bachelor of Arts at 
UTAS majoring in Politics and Sociology. He undertook a PhD in Political Science at 
ANU, Canberra. His thesis was ‘Values and green politics: a rhetorical interpretation of 
the role of values in green political processes.’ 

In 1997 Dr Tim Tenbensel became a lecturer at the University of Auckland. His growing 
interest in the workings of the health system brought him to the Faculty of Medical 
and Health Sciences and a focus on the implementation of government health policy 
decisions. This included the introduction of hospital emergency waiting time targets and 
the improvement in access to primary health care during after-working hours.

Tim’s ongoing research in how the health system can respond to pressure 
with improvements in organisation and outcomes is particularly relevant and 
important in the COVID-19 Pandemic.


