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COMMUNITY SERVICE

Sr Mary-Clare Holland OP: St Johns and Holy Name 1959-1966

As Prioress of the Dominican Sisters of Eastern Australia and the Solomon Islands,

Sr Mary-Clare leads the Dominican Sisters to be vital women of the Church, regardless
of their age and capacity to fulfill their charism of preaching the gospel wherever they are.
A true servant of the Church, she has dedicated her life to service in Catholic education,
pastoral care ministry in hospitals and leadership.

Sr Mary-Clare was a student at St John's from the earliest days and of Holy Name from
1963-1966. She looks back with special fondness and was attracted by the lives of the
Dominican Sisters she witnessed: “I saw a freedom and a sense of joy among them, even
though, as | have since discovered, their life was not easy’

Sr Mary-Clare joined the Dominican Sisters in 1968 and undertook teacher training
in Canberra. She taught with dedication and service for 23 years in primary schools in
Sydney, Brisbane and Newcastle, with 12 years as Principal,

Following voluntary work at Ankali providing emotional support for HIV/AIDS sufferers

and deaths in her own family, Sr Mary-Clare undertook chaplaincy and pastoral studies and
was appointed to significant pastoral roles at Bundaberg’s Mater Hospital and Santa Sabina
College, Sydney. Her election in 2017/ as Prioress of the Dominican Sisters acknowledged

her expertise in structured-care environments, judicious administration and
deep care for those journeying into the final stages of their lives. Today she
leads the Dominican Sisters of Eastern Australia and the Solomon Islands to  |[pJeIY1IN (e
secure the future of their ministry and ensure a sustainable legacy.




