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Kathryn McCann: 1987-1997
Kathryn McCann has administered community non-profits and government organisations with 
open, positive and participatory leadership, in a variety of important roles.

Both Kath’s parents, Stephen McCann and Roseanne Watson, were educated by the Salesians  
and Dominicans in Glenorchy, so there was never a question of where she and her brother 
Andrew would go to school. Kath has fond and vibrant memories of her time at Dominic College 
and of the teachers who exerted a strong and positive influence on her development. She recalls 
throwing herself into every activity on offer, particularly in sports and especially with St Vincent de 
Paul. Her social action in Vinnies led to the voluntary projects which Kath now holds dear.

Kath was Captain of the College in 1997, before attending Guilford Young College for Years 11 and 
12.  At UTAS she completed Commerce/Arts, with a double major in a psychology and marketing. 
Kath worked in banking and aviation. In 2011 she became Director of Marketing for Tourism Tasmania 
and then Sales and Marketing Manager for the Federal Group.

Wanting to put back into the community in a way which integrated with her professional abilities, 
Kath found Board membership rewarding: she has been a member of the Board of Oak Possability, 
Deputy Chair of the Tourism Industry Council, a member of the Tasmanian Heritage Council, the 
Tasmanian Development Board and the Tasmanian Tourism and Hospitality Training Organisation, 
and Chair of the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens. In 2020 Kath became Head of Marketing and 
Communications and later Chief Operating Officer of the Beacon Foundation, which focusses on 
helping disadvantaged communities and areas of high youth disengagement and unemployment. 

Kath became the inaugural Executive Director of the Tasmania Football Club in 2023, 
responsible for the initial development of a club structure, and building towards a 
fully staffed operational sporting club. Her state-wide community engagement and 
oversight of the launch of the membership has had special success with over 200,000 
enthusiastic members signed up.


