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Teaching & Learning

All students are empowered to learn and achieve, experiencing high-quality teaching practice and the
best conditions for learning which equip them with the knowledge, skills, and dispositions for lifelong
success.

Cheltenham Secondary College’s Key Principles in Achieving Excellence in Teaching and Learning:
To set high expectations for every student which promotes intellectual engagement, self-
awareness and encourages students to take ownership of their learning.
To develop positive relationships with students to create a supportive and productive learning
environment that promotes inclusion and collaboration within our classrooms.
To prioritise student engagement and wellbeing, providing opportunities for students to
participate in all areas of decision-making within the college. This encourages greater student
voice and agency, especially when decision-making occurs within the classroom environment,
empowering students and building school pride.
To target curriculum planning and assessment at the students’ point of need in an engaging,
supportive way to promote learning growth.
To challenge students’ learning to construct and apply new knowledge.
To carry out continuous reporting, feedback and monitoring of student progress, allowing
teachers to reflect on their current teaching practices and implement strategies to improve
individual student learning growth.
To prepare students to be global citizens and have an understanding of real-world contexts for
learning.
To enhance partnerships with parents and carers to elevate student learning.

Curriculum Overview

The Victorian F-10 Curriculum 2.0 is the basis of Cheltenham Secondary College’s approach to

Teaching & Learning. This version is designed to help students navigate their first 11 years of

schooling, with 8 learning areas and 4 capabilities, as well as foundational skills and cross-curriculum

priorities. 

It is a comprehensive, knowledge-rich and interconnected mode ensuring a cohesive and dynamic

learning experience, enabling students to become lifelong learners who are active and informed

citizens that can contribute to society and the broader community. At Cheltenham Secondary College,

the Understanding by Design Framework developed by Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe is used to

curate the curriculum.

As part of this process, our educators:

Identify the desired result

Determine acceptable evidence

Plan learning experiences and instructions.



Instructional Model

Our Instructional Model provides consistency in how lessons are delivered and ensures that staff have
a common approach to supporting students in taking ownership of their learning and maximising
their own learning growth. The model consists of four equally important sections that describe
interlinked elements required for effective lessons.

In the Activate phase of a lesson, prior learning is activated and students are supported by the
teacher to set challenging learning goals.

Teachers use explicit teaching and worked examples to Focus students on what is required and Guide
the students in constructing new knowledge and skill, building upon their existing understandings.

As students gain new knowledge and skills, they develop confidence and are supported through
questioning to apply this knowledge both independently and collaboratively with their peers. The
teacher monitors them as they work towards demonstrating Mastery of the content and achieving
the challenging learning goals they have set for themselves.

The Review phase gives an opportunity for all participants to reflect on their learning, determine
whether the learning goals were achieved and consider the next steps required in their learning.

Throughout all phases of the Instructional Model, questioning is used to actively engage students in
the learning process and as a vehicle to monitor progress and understanding. Feedback also occurs
consistently throughout so that students can monitor progress towards their goals and determine the
next steps required for continued learning growth.
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Literacy & Numeracy

At Cheltenham Secondary College, we aim to improve student outcomes in both literacy and

numeracy. Teachers use data to build their understanding of student capabilities.

The collection of data across our school enables us to better understand where our students are at

and what they are ready to learn next. We currently use Progressive Achievement Tests (PATs)

standardised testing for all students in Years 7–9. Students complete PAT Maths and Reading during

Term 1. Together with NAPLAN and school Learning Task data, our teachers are able to monitor and

diagnose the individual learning needs of our students. We can monitor student progress to identify

high achievers and also those who may be achieving but not showing progress.

The school Enhancement Program is designed to build students’ creative and critical thinking skills.
The students in the program complete a standard curriculum but are given opportunities for
enhancement within their English, Maths, Science and Humanities classes to develop their higher
order thinking skills and reasoning skills. Students interested in the Enhancement Program sit a
selection test that examines their writing skills as well as their literacy, numeracy, science and
reasoning skills.
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Learning Environment

Physical Learning Spaces

At Cheltenham Secondary College, we focus on providing the best possible environment for new and

innovative education to take place. Spaces can be adapted to best suit the needs of the learners. By

connecting pedagogy, technology and space, teachers create learning spaces that promote social

learning and maximum engagement. Our flexible learning environment promotes curiosity and

freedom to engage with content in a way that suits students. These areas promote collaboration and

encourage students to be active participants in the learning process.

Online Learning Spaces

At Cheltenham Secondary College, we have a technology-rich environment that utilises the Google

Platform for teaching and learning. Students are immersed in technology where they can access a

visible curriculum anytime, anywhere. Using Google apps, students can collaborate with peers and

teachers to enhance their learning.
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Regular school attendance is one of the most important factors in a student’s success at school and

beyond. Research consistently shows that students who attend school regularly achieve stronger

outcomes in literacy and numeracy, which are the strongest academic predictors of future success in

education, employment and life. 

The Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO) highlights that attendance increases students’

exposure to teaching and learning time, allowing knowledge and skills to build cumulatively over time.

Students who miss school regularly miss critical instruction, practice and feedback, making learning

more difficult and less connected. 

Why 90% Attendance Is the Minimum Expectation
Research and international studies consistently show that high attendance is one of the strongest

predictors of improved literacy and numeracy outcomes, because students:

Receive more direct instruction 

Have more opportunities to practise skills

Benefit from regular feedback and revision 

Build knowledge progressively without gaps 

Build routines, responsibility and independence 

Supports positive relationships with teachers and peers

Strengthens students’ sense of belonging and confidence 

Reduces stress and anxiety associated with catching up on missed work

When attendance drops, learning and connection becomes fragmented, making it harder for students

to develop the automatic reading, writing and numeracy skills. Strong literacy and numeracy skills

underpin success across all fields of life. They are closely linked to: 

School completion 

Employment opportunities 

Readiness for social and economic participation 

Health, wellbeing and lifelong participation in society

AERO’s national analysis shows that students who attend school less than 90% of the time are at

greater risk of:

Lower academic achievement 

Reduced engagement with learning 

Needing additional learning support 

Disengaging further as they move through secondary school, narrowing pathway opportunities 

90% attendance still means missing around one day of school every fortnight, which can

accumulate across the year to missing 4 weeks of learning.

Attendance Guide
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Cheltenham Secondary College recognises that illness can impact a student’s ability to attend school.

When a student is absent due to medical reasons, a medical certificate must be provided to the school

to ensure the absence is recorded accurately and appropriate support can be considered. While

support due to absences are considered, it is important for families and students to understand that

time away from class still results in missed learning. Thus, medical absences still contribute to the

number of days absent and are not factored in the monitored school attendance percentage. Key

instruction, guided practice, assessment preparation and feedback that occur during lessons cannot

be fully replicated and authenticated by the teacher outside the classroom. 

As a result, frequent or extended medical absences may impact a student’s learning progression,

assessment completion and readiness to progress to future pathways in an expected timeframe. The

College is always ready to support student learning as students navigate extended mental and

physical illness, nevertheless the timeframe for successful completion of Learning Outcomes may be

extended to support students through satisfactory completion. Please contact the relevant Year level

Coordinator to discuss medical illness concerns regarding your child, and a Student Support Group

may be set up to support their educational monitoring, and ensure adequate supports are in place for

student learning.

Medical Illness

Holidays During School Term

In line with the importance of regular attendance, family holidays taken during school term are not
considered an approved absence. Every day of learning matters. When students miss school for
extended periods, they miss essential instruction, guided practice, assessment opportunities and
feedback that cannot be fully replicated outside the classroom. The research makes clear that
consistent attendance is critical for building literacy, numeracy, social and emotional skills, which
develop cumulatively over time. Absences disrupt this learning sequence, increasing the likelihood of
learning gaps and reducing a student’s readiness to progress successfully to the next stage of
learning. 

Absences during term time may also: 
Impact assessment completion and demonstrated learning growth
Affect subject progression and pathway eligibility 
Influence a student’s readiness to progress into senior pathways, including VCE Advancement
subjects, VCE, VCE VM, VET or alternative programs.

Decisions about pathway progression are based on consistent evidence of attendance, engagement
and achievement. Regular attendance allows students to demonstrate the habits, knowledge and
skills required for successful transition and future success. Families are strongly encouraged to plan
holidays during scheduled school vacation periods to support continuity of learning and ensure
students remain on track for their chosen pathways. 
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Students cannot reschedule assessments upon their return from a family holiday if it falls outside the
assessment window. Their result will be recorded as DNP-UN- which indicates: Unapproved extended
family holiday – the student was on an unapproved extended family holiday during the reporting
period. 

Learning Expectations whilst on Holiday: 
It is expected that students follow the Compass lesson plans whilst absent from school to maintain
learning. Teachers may, but are not required to, provide additional materials for the absent student. 

Accessing the Authenticator App whilst Overseas: 
When travelling overseas, access to Compass requires the use of the Authenticator app as part of the
Department of Education’s security requirements. This applies to both students and parents. 

Before You Travel: 
To avoid access issues, ensure the following are completed before leaving Australia:

Your mobile phone has internet access (Wi-Fi or mobile data)
The Authenticator app is installed and working on your device 
You can successfully log in to Compass using the Authenticator app while still in Australia.

Logging in to Compass Overseas: 
1. Open a web browser (Chrome, Safari, Edge). Go to: https://schools.compass.education.
2. Enter your Compass username and password. Click ‘Log in’.
3. When prompted, open the Authenticator app on your phone to Approve the sign-in request OR
Enter the verification code shown in the app.
4. Once approved, you will be logged in to Compass as normal. You can view lesson plans, learning
tasks, reports and messages.

Family Holidays & Assessments for Students 7–12



The Academic Challenge and Excellence (ACE) Program at Cheltenham Secondary College is a Year 7–9

program that aims to foster high-order thinking, complex reasoning and creativity to nurture high

achievers. It provides opportunities to enrich the student learning experience, enabling students to

explore their studies in greater depth. Studies in the core subjects of English, Maths, Science and

Humanities will be enriched in this program. At the conclusion of this program, students will be able to

access one VCE subject in Year 10.

The program will mirror a standard Year 7, 8 & 9 curriculum with a focus on encouraging skills that

enable students to self-regulate their learning. The program will align with the core school values of

Respect, Responsibility, Personal Best and Sense of Community. The focus of the program is to

expand capabilities in order to help students find connections and transfer their learning experiences

from the classroom to the real world.

In Year 7, students in the ACE class undertake the standard curriculum with the addition of a range of

extension tasks, acitivites and content with the aim of challenging them to achieve their potential. The

broad aim of the program is to develop high-order thinking skills so that our students can gain a

deeper understanding of the topics studied and the world around them.  
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Academic Challenge and Excellence (ACE) Program



The Department of Education and Training and Cheltenham Secondary College are committed to

delivering an inclusive education system that ensures all students, including students with disabilities,

have access to a quality education that meets their diverse needs. At Cheltenham, inclusive education

means that all members of our school community are valued and can fully participate, learn, develop

and succeed within a safe and inclusive school culture.

Cheltenham Secondary College provides a learning centred approach that is personalised to each

student. The school identifies students requiring support through transition information, Progressive

Achievement Testing and information from students and parents. Students work with teachers to

develop Individual Education Plans (IEPs) with personalised learning goals.

Macquarie Literacy Program (MacqLit)

The Macquarie Literacy Program (MacqLit) is an explicit and systematic reading and intervention

program for small groups of older low-progress readers. It provides teachers with a comprehensive

sequence of lessons that includes all the key components necessary for effective reading instruction:

phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.

Students are selected for the program based on their individual learning needs. These needs may

include a diagnosis of dyslexia, auditory processing or an intellectual developmental disorder.

Students who are referred to the program complete a screener test. These results are used to

determine if students would benefit from the program and to determine instructional groups.

Students are withdrawn for 50 minutes two times a week.
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Inclusion



At Cheltenham Secondary College, our goal is to develop self-regulated learners. This approach to
learning requires students to regulate their own emotions, cognition, behaviour and aspects of the
context during learning experiences. Examples of excellent self-regulation skills include good time
management, the ability to rapidly select the most efficient problem-solving strategies and the ability
to monitor emotional states actively.

Years 7 to 12
Home learning tasks at these year levels may include daily independent reading, deeper learning
tasks, projects, essays, actions, and research. Some tasks may be assigned to be completed during
weekends and on the school holidays.

How long should students at each year level spend on home learning?
Year 7: 4–5 hours a week
Year 8: 4–5 hours a week
Year 9: 9–10 hours a week
Year 10: 9–10 hours a week
Year 11: 12–15 hours a week
Year 12: 12–15 hours a week

How will students document home learning tasks?
Students will choose one of the following:

Google
Personal hard copy diary.

Shared Expectations and Responsibilities
Home Learning is a shared responsibility between the school, teachers, students and their
parents/carers.

CSC Year 7–9 Curriculum Handbook 2026 Page | 10

Home Learning



Assessment is based on a developmental continuum that is aligned to the F-10 Victorian Curriculum
2.0. Assessment and reporting are the ongoing processes of gathering, analysing and interpreting,
using and reflecting on data to make informed and consistent judgements about students’ progress
and achievement learning. Using Compass Online Reporting and Google, students and parents are
provided with timely feedback on students’ areas of achievement and areas for improvement.

At Cheltenham Secondary College, we continuously monitor student outcomes using a variety of
assessment strategies and tools that include:

NAPLAN
Year 7 and 9

PAT Maths and PAT Reading
Administered at the start of the year in Years 7–9

Formative Assessment

Formative assessment is used to assess a student’s performance with the intention of improving their
learning outcomes and therefore lead to student learning growth. Formative assessment is ongoing
throughout a unit. It enables students to get on-the-spot feedback and provides teachers with
learning data to identify the level of understanding and plan based on the next level of learning
(differentiation).

Summative Assessment

Assessment of the learning describes the extent to which a student has achieved the learning goals,
including the Victorian Curriculum 2.0 Standards, demonstrating what the student knows and can do.
Its purpose is summative learning for reporting to students, parents and the system. It takes place at
the end of a unit, a program, a semester or a year of study. At Cheltenham Secondary College,
instructional rubrics are used to assess all summative tasks.
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Assessment



Reports provide parents with a clear picture of their child’s progress at the end of a specified period of

schooling, showing:

where their child is on the learning continuum;

how well they are progressing towards expected levels of achievement;

where they need to improve and what the next steps in their learning will be.

Reporting to students and parents is designed to highlight achievement and provide

recommendations which will assist future learning. It is also aimed at fostering co-operation and

encouraging communication between parents, teachers and students.

In addition to Semester Reports, Progress Reports are provided throughout the year. Progress Reports

provide students and parents with an indication of students’ academic achievement based on

assessed classwork and the following three learning behaviours:

Approach to learning

Collaborating with others

Organisation
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Year 7 Learning Program

Program Overview

The Year 7 Learning Program is designed to provide an enriching educational experience that caters
to the diverse interests and developmental needs of our students. The program focuses on key
academic areas, offering a cohesive and supportive learning environment. The curriculum is
structured around three key themes: Arts and Culture, Science and Exploration, and Wellbeing and
Student Leadership.

Key Themes and Curriculum Components

Our Values
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Respect

Responsibility

Sense of Community

Personal Best

Wellbeing and Student Leadership 

Subjects 

Sport

Physical Education 

Health

Leadership

Community Engagement

Respect and Self

Objectives

To promote physical health and wellbeing through regular physical activity and health education.

To develop leadership skills and encourage active participation in the school community.

To instill values of respect, empathy and self-awareness.

Key Activities

Leadership Workshops: Sessions focused on building leadership skills, including communication,

teamwork and problem-solving.

Community Service Projects: Students engage in community service activities that foster a sense

of responsibility and empathy.

Health and Wellbeing Seminars: Interactive seminars on topics such as mental health, nutrition,

and personal safety.



Year 7 Learning Program
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Respect

Responsibility

Personal Best

Arts and Culture

Subjects
English
Humanities
Italian
Visual Art
Music
Drama

Objectives
To develop literacy and critical thinking skills through the study of literature, history and culture.
To foster creativity and self-expression through visual and performing arts.
To promote cultural awareness and appreciation of diversity.

Key Activities
Italian Language Projects: Interactive language activities that incorporate cultural studies.
Drama Performances: Students write and perform their own plays based on historical events or
literary works.
Art Exhibitions: Students create visual art pieces reflecting themes from their English and
Humanities lessons.

Science and Exploration 

Subjects
Mathematics
Science
Environmental Inquiry
Food and Digital Technology 
Scientific inquiry

To encourage curiosity and exploration of the natural world and technological advancements.
To integrate practical and hands-on learning experiences in food technology and digital
literacy.

Key Activities
Environmental Inquiry Projects: Students investigate local environmental issues and propose
sustainable solutions.
STEM Challenges: Collaborative projects that combine mathematics, science, and digital
technology.
Food Science Experiments: Practical sessions where students explore the science behind food
preparation and nutrition.

The Year 7 Learning Program aims to create a dynamic and supportive learning environment that
nurtures the academic, creative, and personal growth of every student. By focusing on the themes of
Arts and Culture, Science and Exploration, and Wellbeing and Student Leadership, we are committed
to developing well-rounded individuals who are prepared for the challenges and opportunities of the
future.



Year 7 Learning Program

Subjects

English
(Plus 2–3 Literacy Periods)

Mathematics
(Plus 2–3 Numeracy Periods)

Health & PE

Science Humanities Italian
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Responsibility

Personal Best Electives

Art Music / Drama

Digital Technology Food

Other

Time for Me!
(Time Management)



Year 7 Literacy Curriculum

The Year 7 Literacy Program is designed to build students’ ability to read, write, speak, listen and think

critically across all areas of learning. The program highlights that literacy is not confined to English

classrooms, but is a whole-school responsibility that supports success in every subject and in everyday

life.

 

The curriculum focuses on developing foundational literacy skills while helping students understand

how language changes across different learning areas and real-world contexts. Students will learn

how to communicate clearly, interpret information critically, engage with increasingly complex texts

and express ideas confidently through speaking and writing.

A strong emphasis is placed on:

Reading comprehension

Vocabulary development

Writing for different purposes

Oral communication

Critical thinking

Research and information literacy

Literacy across the curriculum

The program aligns with the Victorian Curriculum and supports students to become confident,

capable and independent learners.

 

Curriculum Structure 

Building Literacy Foundation

Writing for Purpose

Critical Thinking & Information Literacy 

Communication & Real-world Literacy 
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Year 7 Literacy Curriculum

Critical Thinking & Information
Literacy

Communication & Real-World
Literacy

 Focus Areas
Research skills
Evaluating sources
Media literacy
Critical reading
Analysing information

Literacy Skills
Research techniques
Source evaluation
Identifying fact v opinion
Analysing media texts
Referencing and citation

Focus Areas
Public speaking
Collaborative communication
Functional literacy
Reflection and self-expression
Literacy for future pathways

Literacy Skills
Presentation skills
Interview skills
Email and professional communication
Reflection writing
Collaborative discussion

Building Literacy Foundation Writing for Purpose

Focus Areas
Reading fluency and comprehension
Vocabulary development
Understanding text structures
Note-taking and summarising
Speaking and listening skills

Literacy Skills
Skimming and scanning
Identifying main ideas
Context clues for vocabulary
Active listening
Organising information

Focus Areas
Paragraph structure
Persuasive writing
Informative writing
Writing for different audiences
Editing and proofreading

Literacy Skills
Topic sentences
TEEL paragraph structure
Persuasive language techniques
Grammar and punctuation
Drafting and editing



Year 7 Numeracy Curriculum

Foundations of Numeracy &
Number Sense

Measurement & Practical
Mathematics

Focus Areas
Place value
Integers
Fractions, decimals and percentages
Financial mathematics
Estimation and mental computation
Mathematical language and
communication

 
Real-World Applications

Shopping budgets
Discounts and percentages
Banking and saving
Comparing prices and value
Reading receipts and invoices

  
Learning Activities

Supermarket budgeting challenge
‘Plan a Party’ financial task
Best-buy investigations
Weekly numeracy fluency routines
Financial literacy mini-project

Focus Areas
Length, area, perimeter and volume
Time and timetables
Scale and mapping
Metric conversions
Geometry in real-world design

 
Real-World Applications

Designing spaces
Reading maps
Construction and design
Cooking and recipes
Travel planning and timetables

Learning Activities
Classroom redesign project
Scale map challenge
Cooking and recipe conversions
Mini architecture/design challenge
School grounds measurement
investigation
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The Year 7 Numeracy Program is designed to strengthen students’ mathematical understanding,
confidence and ability to apply numeracy skills across a wide range of real-world contexts. The
curriculum focuses on building strong foundations in number, measurement, problem solving and
mathematical reasoning, while supporting students to see the relevance of numeracy in everyday life
and across all learning areas.
 
The program combines:

Explicit teaching of core mathematical concepts
Real-world application and inquiry learning
Collaborative problem solving
Practical and hands-on learning experiences
Cross-curricular connections
Opportunities for extension and support

 
The curriculum aligns with the Victorian Curriculum and supports the development of:

Number fluency
Mathematical reasoning
Problem-solving strategies
Critical and creative thinking
Confidence and resilience in learning

Structure of the program 
The Year 7 Numeracy curriculum is organised into four major units delivered across the year.



Year 7 Numeracy Curriculum

Data, Statistics & Problem Solving Numeracy in the Real World

Focus Areas
Collecting and interpreting data
Graphs and visual representation
Probability
Critical thinking and reasoning
Multi-step problem solving

 
Real-World Applications

Sport statistics
Social media and data
Weather analysis
Surveys and opinion polls
Probability in games

 
Learning Activities

School survey project
Sports statistics analysis
Weather data investigation
Escape-room maths challenges
Collaborative problem-solving rotations

Focus Areas
Integrated problem solving
STEM applications
Financial literacy
Project-based learning
Applied numeracy

 
Real-World Applications

Business and entrepreneurship
Event planning
Sustainability projects
Engineering and design
Personal finance
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Year 8 Learning Program
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Program Overview

The Year 8 Integrated Learning Program builds on the foundational skills developed in Year 7,
introducing greater rigor and emphasis on critical thinking and analytical skills. The curriculum
remains structured around three key themes: Arts and Culture, Science and Exploration, and
Wellbeing and Student Leadership. Its focus is on deepening students’ understanding and
encouraging independent inquiry.

Program Structure

The Year 8 curriculum continues the team-teaching approach, with one teacher instructing Maths,
Science, and Environmental Inquiry and another teacher handling English and Humanities. This
approach fosters deeper interdisciplinary connections and supports a cohesive learning experience.

Key Themes and Curriculum Components

Our Values

Respect

Responsibility

Sense of Community

Personal Best

Arts and Culture

Subjects: 
English, Humanities, Italian (or Literacy Support), Visual Art, Music, Drama

Objectives:
To refine literacy and critical thinking skills through complex texts and historical analysis.
To enhance creativity and self-expression with more advanced visual and performing arts
projects.
To deepen cultural awareness and global perspectives.

Key Activities:
Literary Analysis Essays: Students critically analyse themes, characters, and plots in literature.
Historical Research Projects: In-depth studies on historical events, presented through multimedia
formats.
Art Critique Sessions: Students evaluate and critique their and peers’ artwork to develop analytical
skills.



Year 8 Learning Program
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Science and Exploration

Subjects: 
Mathematics, Science, Environmental Inquiry, Food and Materials

Objectives:
To advance problem-solving and analytical skills through complex mathematical and scientific
concepts.
To promote independent research and inquiry-based learning in environmental and material
sciences.
To integrate practical applications in food technology and material sciences.

Key Activities:
Research Projects: Students conduct independent or group research on scientific topics,
presenting findings in written reports and presentations.
Math Modeling: Applying mathematical concepts to solve real-world problems.
Environmental Case Studies: In-depth analysis of local and global environmental issues.

Wellbeing and Student Leadership

Subjects: 
Sport, Physical Education, Health, Leadership, Community Engagement, Respect and Self

Objectives:
To foster physical health and wellbeing through advanced physical activities and health education.
To cultivate leadership skills and community involvement.
To promote self-awareness, respect and empathy through reflective practices and community
service.

Key Activities:
Leadership Projects: Students design and lead initiatives that benefit the school or local
community.
Health Workshops: Sessions on mental health, nutrition and personal development.
Physical Education Challenges: Rigorous physical activities that encourage teamwork and
perseverance.



Year 8 Learning Program
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The Year 8 Learning Program aims to deepen students’ academic, creative, and personal development

through rigorous and engaging learning experiences. By focusing on the themes of Arts and Culture,

Science and Exploration, and Wellbeing and Student Leadership, we are committed to fostering well-

rounded individuals equipped with critical thinking and analytical skills necessary for future success.

Subjects

English
(Plus 2–3 Literacy Periods)

Mathematics
(Plus 2–3 Numeracy Periods)

Health & PE

Science Humanities Italian

Responsibility

Personal Best
Electives

Art Music / Drama

Digital Technology Food

Other

Time for Me!
(Time Management)



Year 8 Literacy Curriculum
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The Year 8 Literacy Program builds on the foundational reading, writing, speaking, listening and

research skills developed in Year 7. Students engage with increasingly complex texts and learn to

communicate with greater precision, confidence and independence across all learning areas.

The program reinforces that literacy is a whole-school responsibility and is essential for success in

English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, the Arts, Technologies, Health and Physical Education, and

everyday life.

Students will develop their ability to interpret information, analyse ideas, construct well-supported

arguments and adapt their communication for different audiences, purposes and contexts. They will

also learn to recognise how language, images, media and digital platforms can shape meaning and

influence opinions.

A strong emphasis is placed on:

Reading and analysing increasingly complex texts

Expanding academic and subject-specific vocabulary

Developing structured and sustained writing

Supporting ideas with evidence

Communicating for different audiences and purposes

Evaluating information and digital sources

Speaking and presenting with confidence

Applying literacy skills across the curriculum

The program aligns with the Victorian Curriculum and supports students to become confident, critical

and increasingly independent learners.

Curriculum Structure

The Year 8 Literacy Program is organised into four major units delivered across the year:

Reading, Vocabulary and Text Analysis

Writing with Purpose and Precision

Critical Literacy, Media and Research

Communication and Real-World Literacy



Year 8 Literacy Curriculum
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Reading, Vocabulary and Text
Analysis

Writing for Purpose and Precision

Focus Areas
Reading increasingly complex fiction and
non-fiction texts
Identifying explicit and implied meaning
Analysing themes, viewpoints and author
purpose
Understanding how texts are structured
Developing academic and subject-specific
vocabulary
Comparing information across multiple
texts
Summarising and synthesising information

Literacy Skills
Making inferences
Identifying main and supporting ideas
Recognising tone, bias and perspective
Using context, word origins and
morphology to determine meaning
Annotating texts
Summarising key information
Comparing and contrasting texts
Selecting relevant evidence

Focus Areas
Developing sustained and well-structured
writing
Writing for different audiences and
purposes
Persuasive, informative, analytical and
reflective writing
Constructing effective introductions and
conclusions
Integrating evidence and examples
Improving sentence structure and
paragraph cohesion
Editing and revising writing independently

Literacy Skills
Developing clear contentions and
arguments
Using TEEL and extended analytical
paragraph structures
Selecting and embedding evidence
Linking ideas across paragraphs
Using persuasive and rhetorical techniques
Varying sentence structures
Applying accurate grammar, spelling and
punctuation
Drafting, reviewing and proofreading

Critical Literacy, Media and
Research

Communication and Real-World
Literacy

Focus Areas
Evaluating the reliability and credibility of
sources
Recognising bias, misinformation and
persuasive intent
Analysing media and digital texts
Understanding how language and images
influence audiences
Conducting independent research
Organising and synthesising information
Acknowledging sources appropriately

Literacy Skills
Distinguishing fact, opinion and
interpretation
Identifying bias and persuasive techniques
Evaluating websites and digital content
Developing effective research questions
Using keywords and search strategies
Paraphrasing and note-taking
Referencing and creating bibliographies
Combining information from multiple
sources

Focus Areas
Public speaking and formal presentations
Collaborative discussion and active
listening
Professional and digital communication
Functional literacy for everyday life
Expressing ideas and responding to
different perspectives
Literacy for future learning and career
pathways

Literacy Skills
Planning and delivering presentations
Participating in group discussions
Asking and responding to questions
Using appropriate tone and register
Writing professional emails and formal
correspondence
Completing forms and interpreting
instructions
Preparing interview responses
Reflecting on personal learning and goals



Year 8 Numeracy Curriculum
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The Year 8 Numeracy Program builds on the number sense, measurement, data and problem-solving

skills developed in Year 7. Students move towards greater independence and are challenged to select

appropriate strategies, explain their reasoning and apply mathematical knowledge to more complex

real-world situations.

The program strengthens students’ confidence and fluency while helping them understand how

numeracy is used across learning areas, workplaces, communities and everyday life.

Students participate in explicit instruction, practical investigations, collaborative problem-solving and

project-based learning. They are encouraged to test ideas, learn from mistakes, justify decisions and

communicate mathematical thinking clearly.

The program combines:

Explicit teaching of key mathematical concepts

Regular numeracy fluency practice

Real-world and cross-curricular applications

Collaborative and independent problem-solving

Practical investigations

Financial and digital literacy

Opportunities for targeted support and extension

The curriculum aligns with the Victorian Curriculum and supports the development of:

Number fluency

Proportional reasoning

Algebraic thinking

Measurement and spatial reasoning

Data interpretation

Mathematical communication

Problem-solving and decision-making

Confidence and resilience

Curriculum Structure

The Year 8 Numeracy Program is organised into four major units delivered across the year:

1.Number, Proportion and Financial Numeracy

2.Measurement, Geometry and Design

3.Data, Probability and Digital Numeracy

4.Applied Numeracy and Enterprise



Year 8 Numeracy Curriculum
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Number, Proportion and Financial

Numeracy

Measurement, Geometry and

Design

Focus Areas

Integers and rational numbers

Fractions, decimals and percentages

Ratios, rates and proportions

Index notation and square roots

Estimation and mental computation

Financial mathematics

Introduction to algebraic thinking

Numeracy Skills

Comparing and ordering rational numbers

Converting between fractions, decimals

and percentages

Solving percentage increase and decrease

problems

Applying ratios and rates

Using mathematical operations efficiently

Writing and evaluating simple algebraic

expressions

Explaining and checking calculations

Real-World Applications

Discounts and sale prices

Wages and hourly rates

Banking and saving

Mobile phone and subscription plans

Recipes and ingredient ratios

Comparing value and unit prices

Focus Areas

Perimeter, area, surface area and volume

Metric units and conversions

Angles and geometric reasoning

Properties of two-dimensional and three-

dimensional shapes

Scale drawings and maps

Transformations and symmetry

Time, distance and speed

Introduction to the Pythagorean

relationship

Numeracy Skills

Selecting and applying measurement

formulas

Converting between metric units

Measuring accurately

Interpreting scale

Calculating travel time and distance

Recognising geometric relationships

Creating and interpreting plans

Estimating and checking the

reasonableness of answers

Real-World Applications

Architecture and construction

Interior and landscape design

Transport and travel

Packaging and product design

Sport and recreation spaces

Mapping and navigation

Sustainability and resource use



Year 8 Numeracy Curriculum
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Data, Probability and Digital
Numeracy

Applied Numeracy and Enterprise

Focus Areas
Collecting and organising data
Tables, graphs and digital representations
Mean, median, mode and range
Comparing data sets
Identifying misleading graphs
Experimental and theoretical probability
Sampling and survey design
Using spreadsheets and digital tools

Numeracy Skills
Selecting appropriate graphs
Calculating and interpreting summary
statistics
Recognising patterns and trends
Evaluating data claims
Identifying bias in samples and surveys
Calculating simple probabilities
Using spreadsheets to organise and
analyse information
Communicating findings clearly

Real-World Applications
Sport and performance statistics
Social media data
Health and fitness information
Weather and climate records
Surveys and opinion polls
Games and chance
Advertising and consumer information

Focus Areas
Integrated and multi-step problem-solving
Financial planning
Enterprise and entrepreneurship
STEM and design applications
Sustainability
Mathematical modelling
Project planning and evaluation

Numeracy Skills
Breaking complex problems into
manageable steps
Selecting appropriate mathematical
strategies
Developing and managing a budget
Calculating costs, revenue and profit
Measuring and estimating resources
Interpreting project data
Justifying decisions using evidence
Evaluating and improving a solution

Real-World Applications
Starting a small business
Planning a school or community event
Developing a sustainable product
Designing an engineering solution
Managing personal finances
Planning travel
Comparing environmental options



Cheltenham Secondary College is committed to continuously improving the academic outcomes of all

our students. Middle school research highlights a very real relationship between heightened student

engagement in their own learning and improved academic success.

Student engagement levels are affected by many factors, including a student’s: sense of ownership in

their learning; ability to make informed choices within that program; recognition that a program

caters to their individual needs and interest; and appreciation that learning programs link to future

learning and life outcomes.

By committing to a course they have chosen, Year 9 students at Cheltenham Secondary College are

coached within a more mature vertical structure to not only prepare for and advance towards their

VCE, but also to be active in-the-moment learners within the classroom, thriving in semester-long

courses that offer greater depth and breadth. The Year 9 courses are designed to inspire curiosity

and encourage exploration within engaging topics. Students during their Elective subjects will likely

be in classes with Year 10 students.
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Year 9 Curriculum

WELLBEING ELECTIVE

Maths

Science

Humanities
(one semester History,

one semester Geography)

Physical Education

Health
(one semester)

Student Choice 2
(one semester)

Pastoral Care

English

CORE

Student Choice 2
(one semester)

Ignite



Ready to challenge yourself, discover your strengths, and prepare for the future?

Year 9 Ignite is a unique Wednesday afternoon program designed to help you build real-world skills,

explore future pathways, and make the most of your Year 9 journey. Throughout the year, you’ll

complete a nationally recognised First Aid Certificate, take part in the Morrisby Career Questionnaire

and interviews to learn more about your strengths and future career options, and work alongside

your peers and teachers to help shape exciting learning experiences.

Ignite also prepares you for the highly anticipated Year 9 City School program, helping you develop the

confidence, independence and skills needed to thrive beyond the classroom.

Whether you’re discovering possible career paths, gaining valuable qualifications, or developing skills

for life, Ignite is all about helping you become the best version of yourself.

Your participation and achievements throughout the program contribute towards earning your Year 9

Ignite Certificate – a recognition of your commitment, growth and readiness for the future.

ACHIEVING THE YEAR 9 INSPIRE CERTIFICATE

Similar to senior school students who achieve their Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) at the end

of Year 12, Year 9 students will be directed and supported to attain their Year 9 School Certificate; a

qualification that enables them to build towards a successful VCE. 

To achieve the Year 9 Ignite Certificate, students must have:

☐ 90% attendance

☐ Attendance a City School Program - including completion of project

☐ Completed the Year 9 Morrisby questionnaire

☐ Completed the Year 9 Morrisby interview

☐ Gained their First Aid Certificate

☐ Gained their Barista Certificate

☐ Gained their Safe Food Handling Certificate

☐ Satisfactorily completed Year 9 coursework, particularly English & Maths in 8 out of 12 units

☐ Consistently demonstrated the school values

☐ Consistently worn the College’s academic uniform
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Year 9 Ignite
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ENGLISH

Year 9 English is all about discovering the power of voice - both your own and the characters you

encounter. In this course, you will dive into the eerie conventions of Gothic Literature, analyse how

stories transform from page to screen and explore diverse perspectives in the Voices and Issues unit.

A central focus this year is cultivating your unique authorial voice; you will experiment with different

creative styles to draft, refine and produce your own writing folio. Alongside this creative production,

you will develop your analytical skills through the study of different text types, sharpen your reading

comprehension and master advanced grammar. Finally, you will build the confidence to express your

ideas dynamically through sharp written arguments and engaging oral presentations.

ACE ENGLISH & LITERATURE

Designed for passionate, high-achieving readers and thinkers, Year 9 ACE English fast-tracks your

literary and analytical skills by introducing senior-level concepts early. This course splits its focus

between core English mastery and foundational Literature skills.

You will dive deep into literary analysis, learning to read texts through diverse historical, cultural and

critical lenses. A major focus of the year includes comparative text study, exploring how stories,

themes, and ideas evolve across different eras contexts and styles. Alongside studying complex prose,

drama, and poetry, you will intensely develop your sophisticated writing voice and advanced oral

communication skills. Students who excel in this subject are ideally placed to continue developing

their skills by selecting Year 10 ACE English & Literature as their next step.

Year 9 Core English/ACE English
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MATHS

This Year 9 course covers a wide range of topics so that students can select the Year 10 Mathematics
course that best suits their future needs. Students will undertake skill building, problem solving and
investigations in the following strands:

Number and algebra
Exponentials and indices, linear equations, linear graphs and factorisation
Measurement and geometry
Pythagoras and trigonometry
Statistics and probability

Students require a scientific calculator.

Year 9 Core Mathematics/ACE Mathematics & Science

ACE MATHS

This Year 9 course covers the same content as Year 9 Mainstream Mathematics, emphasising
sophisticated contexts and problems, and with a focus on problem solving, reasoning, modelling and
connection making. Students will extend their studies to topics involving further algebra and spatial
reasoning.

Students require a scientific calculator.

Prerequisites: Students selecting this subject will have
either successfully completed Year 8 ACE Mathematics;
or obtained a B+ average or higher in their Year 8 Mainstream Mathematics, and be
recommended by their classroom teacher.

SCIENCE

The study aims to stimulate curiosity and improve skills in planning, observing, analysing and
recording accurate and reliable data in investigations. Students will examine how the needs of society
focus scientific research on continually reviewing existing models and theories in response to new
findings and technological advances. Body systems, including the nervous, endocrine and immune
systems, and measures to control the transmission of infectious diseases will be introduced in
Biology. In Chemistry, students examine the nature of matter and how it recombines in various
chemical reactions. The chemistry and dynamics of Earth systems will be examined with reference to
human-induced climate change and how energy flow in the Earth’s atmosphere can be explained by
heat transfer. Energy will also be explored in Physical sciences, where students will investigate waves
and how energy can be generated. 
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Year 9 Core Humanities

GEOGRAPHY (One Semester)

As students work towards the achievement of Level 10 standards in geography, they develop
knowledge about the operation of one of the major natural systems; for example, the hydrologic
cycle, plate tectonics or the weather. The other major theme of Year 9 Geography focuses on issues
for the year 2050. Examples of development topics include: poverty; the links between food, hunger
and technology; and the social and economic consequences of development in creating rapidly
growing cities, megacities, informal settlements and rural depopulation. Students investigate and
learn to evaluate the impact and/or effectiveness of development-related projects, policies and
strategies (such as large-scale water projects, tourism, the use of foreign aid, social reform and
population control) on physical and human landscapes, locally, nationally and globally.

HISTORY (One Semester)

Students examine three topics in depth. These topics are:

The Industrial Revolution
The technological innovations that led to the Industrial Revolution and other conditions that
influenced the industrialisation of Britain (the agricultural revolution, access to raw materials, wealthy
middle class, cheap labour, transport system and expanding empire) and of Australia.

Making a Nation
The extension of settlement, including the effect of contact (intended and unintended) between
European settlers in Australia and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The experiences of
non-Europeans in Australia prior to the 1900s (such as the Japanese, Chinese, South Sea Islanders and
Afghans) and living and working conditions in Australia around the turn of the twentieth century.

World War I
An overview of the causes of World War I and the reasons why men enlisted to fight in the war. The
places where Australians fought and the nature of warfare during World War I. The impact of World
War I, with a particular emphasis on Australia (such as the use of propaganda to influence the civilian
population, the changing role of women and the conscription debate). The commemoration of World
War I, including debates about the nature and significance of the ANZAC legend.
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Year 9 Core PE/Health

HEALTH

This Year 9 subject explores a range of important health and wellbeing topics designed to support
students’ personal growth and understanding of themselves and others. Areas of study include
values, personal development, sex and relationships, harm minimisation, community health, and
health resources and promotion. Through these units, students will develop the knowledge and skills
needed to make informed decisions, build healthy relationships, and contribute positively to their
communities.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In Year 9 Physical Education, students build on previously developed skills and engage with new
activities through the ‘Game Sense’ approach. The program includes units such as Fitness and Circuit
Training, Net Games, Court Games, Invasion Games, Striking and Fielding, Gymnastics, and Fitness
Testing. The focus is on skill development, applying strategies and tactics, understanding personal
fitness levels, planning exercise routines, and developing leadership skills. 



Year 9 Electives

ARTS

Media - Short Film Music - Music Performance & Muscianship

Media - Experimental Film Drama - Devising Performance

Art - Protest Art HUMANITIES

Visual Communication - Objects &
Environmental Design The World Around Us

Music - Composing & Arranging Global Politics

In 2027 students will be studying 2 semester-length electives in Year 9. Each elective will be taught for
nine periods per fortnight. These electives have been designed to provide a broad range of
educational experiences. 

Students must choose 1 Arts or 1 Technology subject in Year 9.

Students who choose to study Italian, must undertake this elective as a year-long elective. This
counts towards their completion of an Arts elective.
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TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE

Food Technology - The Master Chef Advanced Chemistry/Physics

Digital  Technology Advanced Biology/Psychology

Product Design - Timber Furniture Design

ENGLISH LANGUAGES

Journalism Italian (year-long elective)

PE MATHS

Physical Fitness & Recreation Maths Extension

Exploring the Outdoors
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ITALIAN

‘La Dolce Vita’
Italian Food, Film, Music and Travel

Through visiting Lygon Street, Carlton, il Mercato Centrale, Melbourne, Market Europa supermarket
and the Palace Cinemas Italian Film Festival, the Year 9 Italian Elective builds Italian fluency by living
the Italian language through real world experiences and a variety of media. Students will immerse
themselves in the Italian language and culture.
 
Taking inspiration from the international stage of Eurovision and the San Remo Music Festivals,
students create their own ‘Cheltvision Music Festival’ by choosing their favourite Italian songs and
judging the winner. 

Students will study food through the Italian regions, create their favourite regional dishes and
celebrate the unit of food with a class food festival. 

Before heading out to the Italian Film Festival, students will watch classic and popular culture Italian
films and through inquiry driven learning will select their focus of themes and characters to explore
and publish their film review. 

Focusing on their dream destinations in Italy, students will research online travel resources to develop
an ideal itinerary of their bucket list holiday to Italy. 

Year 9 Italian Elective
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Year 9 English & Maths Electives

MATHS EXTENSION

This semester-long elective will draw on content from beyond the mainstream course such as
programming and big data. Students will also be introduced to topics encountered for the first time in
VCE Specialist Maths, including vectors, complex numbers and proof. Through applying problem
solving, reasoning, mathematical modelling and digital tools, students will explore real-world contexts
and solve ‘messy’ problems.

This subject is recommended for: students eager to pursue their interest and curiosity for
Mathematics, and for students considering studying Specialist Mathematics in VCE.

JOURNALISM

Power of Persuasion

Want to master clever marketing, public speaking and impactful writing? This elective supercharges

your persuasive communication skills. You will dive into the world of advertising and media, analysing

how brands use targeted language and visuals to influence audiences. Through writing and speaking

workshops, you will sharpen your debate and oral presentation techniques. Culminating all these

skills, you will work on a major project: creating a school-based website. This digital platform puts

your advertising, writing and media strategies to the test, publishing persuasive campaigns that

directly engage our school community.
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PHYSICAL FITNESS & RECREATION

Ever wondered what actually happens under the hood when you sprint, lift, or compete? This course
bridges the gap between sports science theory and real-world sweat.

Instead of just memorising facts, you’ll dive into how your body systems—your bones, muscles, and
lungs—team up to power you through practical fitness sessions. You’ll get to play sports scientist by
using video analysis to break down biomechanics, looking at how forces and levers can optimise your
movement. We will also unlock the secrets of your body’s energy systems, mapping out exactly how
your metabolism switches fuel sources whether you’re crushing a 5-second sprint or pacing a long-
distance run. Finally, you’ll master the rules of elite performance by investigating proper sports
nutrition and hydration, alongside the critical anti-doping regulations (WADA/SIA) that keep
competition clean and fair.

Whether you want to boost your own training or understand the physics of elite athletes, this subject
gives you the ultimate playbook for human movement.

Year 9 PE Electives

EXPLORING THE OUTDOORS

A Year 10 Outdoor Education semester-based subject encompassing excursions and overnight / 2-day
night camps. This course will have a more in-depth focus on the Outdoor and Environmental Studies
Units 1 & 2 content. 

Aim: To promote student engagement in the outdoors whilst simultaneously developing skills and
knowledge to safely participate in activities in outdoor environments and to respect and value diverse
environments. This subject covers a mix of practical experience of outdoor environments with theory-
based study. 

Note: User pay excursions will be used to enhance the curriculum at a cost of approximately
$320* for the Semester to cover the cost of activities and bus travel. An event will be created
with the cost. Once the subject selection has been completed, parents will receive a
notification on Compass to complete payment. 

*This amount may change each Semester as it is dependent on price rises by external
suppliers.
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THE WORLD AROUND US

A study of places and people. Students will look at a range of different local and global environments
and discuss how they have changed over time and have been impacted by people. 

Human wellbeing will also be another focus of this subject. The students will explore a range of global
issues that have impacted people and places. Some example case studies would be Indigenous
wellbeing, recent conflicts around the world such as in Palestine and Israel, climate change and global
pandemics. 

This elective will also aim to teach the valuable skills of using GIS (Geographic Information System)
technology. By analysing satellite images, maps and data, the students can use this new technology to
look at a variety of communities within the world around us. As this technology is also very current
within workplaces and at university level, it will begin to develop skills for future pathways in these
careers.

Year 9 Humanities Electives

GLOBAL POLITICS

This is a contemporary study of global events of the past 10 years, providing an introduction to the
concept and significance of politics, power and authority. Students are introduced to the political
spectrum: left, right, radical and conservative. They explore ideas that shape political systems
including liberal democracy, socialism, fascism, authoritarianism and theocracy. Students explore the
characteristics of the Australian political system and investigate a case study of a non-democratic
political system such as Cuba, China, North Korea and Iran and the context of this type of political
system, the values which underpin the political system, the structures and powers of government,
participation of citizens in determining who governs, the protection of individual rights and freedoms
and the accountability of government to its citizens.
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY - THE MASTER CHEF

Get ready to channel your inner culinary expert and take your cooking skills to the next level! The
Master Chef is all about uncovering the science, creativity, and sustainability behind great food.

Your journey begins with The Recipe, where you’ll learn to operate like a professional in a commercial
kitchen by mastering food hygiene and safe work practices. You will dive into the science of food—
exploring the functional properties of ingredients (why bread rises or sauces thicken), conducting
sensory analysis (yes, that means taste tests!), and learning how to evaluate the nutritional value of
your meals. 

From there, you’ll shift gears to Paddock to Plate, tracing the origins of Australia's plant and animal
foods. You will explore our food systems, tackle meal and menu planning, and discover how to make
sustainable choices in the kitchen.

By the end of this unit, you won't just know how to follow a recipe—you'll understand the complete
journey of food from the farm to the fork, and how to whip up dishes that are as ethical as they are
delicious.

Year 9 Design & Technology Electives

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY

Ready to step behind the screen and build the tech of tomorrow? In Digital Technology, you won't just
use apps and networks—you'll learn how to create, control, and protect them.

Your journey kicks off with Digital Systems and Security, where you'll look under the hood of
networked systems to see exactly how hardware and software team up to transmit data and lock it
down against cyber threats. 

Next, you'll master Data, Information and Privacy, learning how to ethically collect, manipulate, and
validate data like a pro using powerful tools like spreadsheets and relational databases. 

Finally, you’ll put your creativity to the test in Creating Digital Solutions. This is where your ideas come
to life through app creation and Python coding, as you design, prototype and critique user interfaces
(UI) and user experiences (UX) to solve real-world problems.

Whether you want to smash cybercriminals, manage massive tech data, or build the next viral app,
this subject gives you the ultimate toolkit to code your own future!

PRODUCT DESIGN - TIMBER FURTNITURE DESIGN

Ever wanted to build something beautiful, functional, and uniquely yours from scratch? Timber
Furniture Design takes you out of the textbook and into the workshop, combining creative design
thinking with hands-on construction to turn raw wood into professional-grade furniture and
household products.

Your journey starts with a spark of an idea. You'll learn how to think like a professional product
designer, figuring out exactly what users need and sketching out your visions in a creative design folio.
From there, you’ll step into the workshop to bring those drawings to life. 

You will master practical woodworking skills, experiment with timeless joinery techniques, and safely
operate modern workshop technologies. Along the way, you’ll look into the science of materials,
discovering how to select the right timber and make sustainable, eco-friendly choices for the planet.

By the end of this course, you won’t just walk away with a portfolio of technical skills—you’ll have the
ultimate bragging rights: custom, handmade timber projects that you designed and built with your
own two hands.
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MEDIA - EXPERIMENTAL FILMMAKING

Tired of the same old Hollywood formulas? Experimental Filmmaking is your license to throw out the
traditional movie rulebook and rewrite the language of the screen. In this subject, you won’t just tell
stories—you’ll completely transform how an audience experiences them.

You will dive deep into avant-garde creation by intentionally bending genre conventions, structures,
and character types to construct alternative viewpoints. Through hands-on exercises, you will
experiment with technical and symbolic elements—manipulating camera work, editing styles, striking
visuals, and soundscapes to layer your work with deep, hidden meanings. You’ll also look at the bigger
picture, exploring how social, ethical, and institutional issues shape the media we make and consume.
Because great art takes practice, you will learn to reflect on, document, and analyze your own choices,
using that insight to refine your film throughout the production process.

By the end of this course, you’ll capture, edit, and produce a unique piece of media art that challenges
perspectives, showcases your distinct creative voice, and blows your audience’s minds.

Year 9 Arts Electives

MEDIA - SHORT FILMS

Think you need a three-hour blockbuster budget to tell an unforgettable story? Think again. Short
Films is your hands-on director’s boot camp, where you will learn how to pack massive emotional
punches, create unforgettable characters, and deliver powerful messages in just a few minutes of
screen time.

In this elective, you’ll shift from being a casual viewer to a critical creator. You’ll dive into the
mechanics of cinema—dissecting how technical elements (like camera angles, lighting, and pacing)
and symbolic elements (like color schemes and motifs) are manipulated to create deep meaning. You
will explore how real-world social, ethical, and institutional issues shape the stories we tell, and learn
how to bend genre conventions to keep your audience hooked.

Best of all, you will bring your own cinematic visions to life by taking a project through the entire
professional pipeline: pre-production (scripting and storyboarding), production (filming), and post-
production (editing). Along the way, you’ll document your creative choices, critique existing short films
for inspiration, and reflect on peer feedback to sharpen your final cut. By the end of this course, you’ll
have written, directed, and produced a compelling short film ready to screen for a captive audience!

ART - PROTEST ART

Ready to use your creativity to spark change, challenge ideas, and make a statement? In Protest Art,
you’ll discover that art isn’t just about creating something beautiful—it’s a powerful weapon used to
question power, fight for justice, and reshape the world around you.

This subject takes you on two unique creative journeys:
Protest and Propaganda: You will dive into the history of visual activism, investigating how artists
across different cultures and eras use their work to challenge society. You’ll pay special attention
to Australian identity, exploring how Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists use powerful
imagery to celebrate culture and challenge history.
Tiny Doors: You’ll shift gears into the world of miniature public installations! Here, you’ll explore
how small, unexpected street art can disrupt daily life, spark curiosity and carry deep, hidden
meanings for the community to find.

Throughout the course, you’ll get messy experimenting with different materials and visual techniques
to develop your own artistic voice. You will document your brainstorms and breakthroughs in a visual
diary, and finally, take on the role of a gallery director. By learning how to curate, critique and exhibit
your completed masterpieces, you’ll ensure your message hits your target audience loud and clear.
Bring your passions, your opinions, and your wildest ideas—it's time to make some noise!
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION - OBJECTS & ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN

Ever looked at a sleek product or an incredible building and wondered how it went from a simple idea
to reality? In Objects & Environmental Design, you step into the shoes of a professional designer to
pitch, prototype and build visual solutions for the real world.

This subject splits your focus into two massive fields of design:
Objects (Product Design): You’ll dive into the world of industrial and product design, analysing how
everyday items are constructed to be both beautiful and functional. You’ll investigate how
designers from different eras and cultures—including incredible Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander designers—shape Australian identity through the things they create.
Environments (Spatial & Architectural Design): You’ll shift your perspective to the spaces we
inhabit. You will learn how to map out, structure and communicate architectural or environmental
concepts that respond to the needs of the community and the planet.

Throughout the unit, you’ll master the official Visual Communication Design (VCD) process. This means
you won’t just be guessing; you’ll actively experiment with different media, materials, and digital
methods to brainstorm, refine, and pitch your ideas. You will track your progress through a design
folio, learning how to annotate your work and critique professional presentations. By the time you're
finished, you'll know exactly how to take a design brief, target a specific audience, and present
professional-grade solutions that could change the way we live!

Year 9 Arts Electives

MUSIC - MUSIC COMPOSITION & ARRANGING

Ever had a melody stuck in your head and wished you knew how to turn it into a full track? Music
Composition & Arranging is your backstage pass to the world of music creation, giving you the tools
to transform your raw ideas into powerful, polished musical statements.

In this subject, you will look under the hood of your favorite tracks to see how professional composers
manipulate musical elements—like rhythm, harmony, melody, and texture—to trigger deep emotions
and tell compelling stories. You won’t just learn the theory, you’ll actively apply it. You will dive into
Composition, where you’ll build brand-new, original tracks from scratch, and Arranging, where you’ll
take existing music and reinvent it in entirely new styles. Along the way, you’ll sharpen your ears with
aural training, master essential music theory, and use modern music software and notation
technologies to produce your work.

Because music is a collaborative journey, you will share your creations, use performance feedback to
level up your tracks, and reflect on your process just like a studio professional. Whether you want to
write cinematic film scores, produce electronic beats, or arrange for a live band, this course gives you
the ultimate toolkit to find your unique sound and share it with the world!
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MUSIC - MUSIC PERFORMANCE & MUSICIANSHIP

Are you ready to take your musical talents out of the practice room and onto the stage? Music
Performance & Musicianship is designed for musicians who want to master their instrument,
conquer stage fright, and deliver unforgettable live experiences to an audience.

In this subject, you will step into the spotlight as both a soloist and an active ensemble member. You
will dive deep into the art of rehearsal, learning how to break down complex pieces, collaborate with
bandmates, and polish your repertoire to a professional standard. It’s not just about playing the right
notes, though—you’ll learn how to use expressive devices, dynamics and stage presence to
communicate deep emotions and meaning to your listeners. Beyond the stage, you’ll sharpen your
musical mind by analysing iconic performances across a massive range of genres and styles,
discovering the secrets of how elite musicians captivate a crowd.

Throughout the course, you will record, reflect on, and document your own musical growth. By
evaluating your rehearsal habits and technical choices, you’ll unlock a roadmap to supercharge your
technical proficiency and artistic confidence. Whether your goal is to front a rock band, play in an
orchestra or master a solo instrument, this course will help you find your voice, build your chops, and
truly own the stage!

DRAMA - DEVISING PERFORMANCE

Ever wanted to create a piece of theatre from scratch, step onto the stage, and completely captivate
an audience with your own words and ideas? Devising Performance moves you away from just
reading scripts and puts you in the director's and writer's chairs, giving you the power to invent
original, powerful live drama.

Your journey starts with exploration and experimentation. You’ll investigate how theatre artists across
different eras and cultures—including the rich storytelling practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples—use drama to challenge assumptions and reflect the complexities of Australian
identity.

From there, you’ll dive into the workshop, playing with expressive and performance skills (voice,
movement, facial expressions) and elements of drama (tension, space, climax) to build dramatic
meaning. You will learn to craft both narrative stories and experimental, non-narrative performances,
using everything from improvisation to structured scripting.

Theatre is more than just acting, so you will also master design areas like lighting, sound, costumes,
and props to enhance the mood of your pieces. Through a process of planning, rehearsing, and
reflecting on your work, you will refine your performance until it’s stage-ready. By the end of this
subject, you’ll be performing your own devised and scripted works for real audiences in different
theater spaces, knowing exactly how to command the room and leave a lasting impression!

Year 9 Arts Electives
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ADVANCED CHEMISTRY/PHYSICS

Are you ready to unlock the fundamental laws that govern everything from the smallest subatomic
particles to the vastness of outer space? Advanced Chemistry & Physics is designed for curious
minds who want to dive deeper into the forces, reactions and structures that shape our reality. This
subject bridges the gap between the microscopic world and cosmic phenomena, showing you how
human curiosity and cutting-edge technology drive massive scientific breakthroughs.

In the Chemistry half of your journey, you'll look inside the atom itself—exploring protons, neutrons,
electrons, and the powerful forces behind natural radioactivity and nuclear decay. You will master the
ultimate science superpower: tracking how atoms rearrange themselves during chemical reactions to
create brand-new substances. You’ll prove the Law of Conservation of Mass by writing balanced
chemical equations, and discover how to manipulate and speed up reaction rates to manufacture
real-world products.

Then, you’ll shift your lens to Physics and Space, zooming out from atoms to ecosystems, mapping
how energy flows and matter cycles through living communities.

Finally, you will blast off into deep space, investigating galaxies, stars and solar systems, using the Big
Bang theory to decode the very origin of our Universe. Along the way, you’ll look at how modern
societal needs drive scientific research, proving that what you learn in the lab directly impacts the
future of our world. If you love asking ‘how’ and ‘why’ things work on a grand scale, this is the ultimate
playbook for your scientific mind!

Year 9 Science Electives

ADVANCED BIOLOGY/PSYCHOLOGY

Ever wondered how your brain and body communicate to keep you alive, or why you inherited your

family’s specific traits? Advanced Biology & Psychology is the perfect blend for students who want to

explore the intricate connection between our physical biology and our mental and behavioral

systems.

In the Biology stream, you’ll dive into the code of life itself. You will explore how DNA, chromosomes

and genes pass on traits through cell division (mitosis and meiosis), and learn to use basic genetic

formulas to predict how traits are inherited across generations. You’ll also examine the anatomy of

survival, looking at how plants and animals reproduce, and how the nervous and endocrine

(hormone) systems team up to control your body’s responses to the world around you.

The Psychology and Scientific Inquiry stream is where you learn to think like a modern researcher.

You will discover that scientific knowledge is a living, evolving thing that is constantly challenged and

refined through peer review. You’ll step into the lab to design your own investigations—building

hypotheses, running experiments and spotting sneaky biases or errors in data. Finally, you’ll look at

the big picture, debating the ethics of socio-scientific issues and learning how to present your findings

like a professional scientist. If you are fascinated by human behavior, genetics and the science of what

makes us tick, this subject is your ultimate playbook!
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