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For our Shared Commitment at Cheltenham Secondary College, we expect and support students to

attend school 90% of the time. This expectation reflects our commitment to high academic

expectations, strong literacy and numeracy development, and student wellbeing and long-term

success. Regular attendance is a shared responsibility between students, families and the school, and

is one of the most powerful ways to support learning progress. 

Compass School Attendance Percentage

Teachers review and monitor the ‘School Attendance Percentage’, which accounts for school approved

activities that might mean a student is out of class—such as a musical lesson or a meeting. This should

be accessed and monitored by teachers via Compass -> Class Attendance tab main Summary page ->

scrolling to the bottom of the page. Teachers will: 

1.  Regularly remind students of their attendance requirements of 90% (School percentage) and

encourage students to attend to keep up with coursework and during their assessment period.

2.  Check the Attendance tab for each class once a week; students that have missed 3 classes in a

row should receive Academic Concern Notification.

3.  Send through the Academic Concern once students do not meet the 90% School attendance

percentage. Students who have missed Key Coursework due and Assessment due to less than 90%

attendance may also receive a Non-Satisfactory Progress notification (Year 7–9) or an At- Risk

Notification.

Key Processes
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Attendance Guide

Regular school attendance is one of the most important factors in a student’s success at school and

beyond. Research consistently shows that students who attend school regularly achieve stronger

outcomes in literacy and numeracy, which are the strongest academic predictors of future success in

education, employment and life. 

The Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO) highlights that attendance increases students’

exposure to teaching and learning time, allowing knowledge and skills to build cumulatively over time.

Students who miss school regularly miss critical instruction, practice and feedback, making learning

more difficult and less connected. 

Why 90% Attendance Is the Minimum Expectation
Research and international studies consistently show that high attendance is one of the strongest

predictors of improved literacy and numeracy outcomes, because students:

Receive more direct instruction 

Have more opportunities to practise skills

Benefit from regular feedback and revision 

Build knowledge progressively without gaps 

Builds routines, responsibility and independence 

Supports positive relationships with teachers and peers

Strengthens students’ sense of belonging and confidence 

Reduces stress and anxiety associated with catching up on missed work

When attendance drops, learning and connection becomes fragmented, making it harder for students

to develop the automatic reading, writing and numeracy skills. Strong literacy and numeracy skills

underpin success across all fields of life. They are closely linked to: 

School completion 

Employment opportunities 

Readiness for social and economic participation 

Health, wellbeing and lifelong participation in society

AERO’s national analysis shows that students who attend school less than 90% of the time are at

greater risk of:

Lower academic achievement 

Reduced engagement with learning 

Needing additional learning support 

Disengaging further as they move through secondary school, narrowing pathway opportunities 

Ninety per cent attendance still means missing around one day of school every fortnight, which can

accumulate across the year to missing 4 weeks of learning.
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Cheltenham Secondary College recognises that illness can impact a student’s ability to attend school.

When a student is absent due to medical reasons, a medical certificate must be provided to the school

to ensure the absence is recorded accurately and appropriate support can be considered. While

supports due to absences are considered, it is important for families and students to understand that

time away from class still results in missed learning. Thus, medical absences still contribute to the

number of days absent and are not factored in the monitored School attendance percentage. Key

instruction, guided practice, assessment preparation and feedback that occur during lessons cannot

be fully replicated and authenticated by the teacher outside the classroom. 

As a result, frequent or extended medical absences may impact a student’s learning progression,

assessment completion and readiness to progress to future pathways in an expected timeframe. The

College is always ready to support student learning as students navigate extended mental and

physical illness; nevertheless, the timeframe for successful completion of Learning Outcomes may be

extended to support students through satisfactory completion. Please contact the relevant Year Level

Coordinator to discuss medical illness concerns regarding your child, and a Student Support Group

may be set up to support their educational monitoring, and ensure adequate supports are in place for

student learning.

Medical Illness
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Students cannot reschedule assessments upon their return from a family holiday if it falls outside the
assessment window. Their result will be recorded as DNP-UN- which indicates: Unapproved extended
family holiday – the student was on an unapproved extended family holiday during the reporting
period. 

Learning Expectations whilst on Holiday: 
It is expected that students follow the Compass lesson plans whilst absent from school to maintain
learning. Teachers may, but are not required to provide additional materials for the absent student. 

Accessing the Authenticator App whilst Overseas: 
When travelling overseas, access to Compass requires the use of the Authenticator app as part of the
Department of Education’s security requirements. This applies to both students and parents. 

Before You Travel: 
To avoid access issues, ensure the following are completed before leaving Australia:
• Your mobile phone has internet access (Wi-Fi or mobile data)
• The Authenticator app is installed and working on your device 
• You can successfully log in to Compass using the Authenticator app while still in Australia.

Logging in to Compass Overseas: 
1. Open a web browser (Chrome, Safari, Edge). 
Go to: https://schools.compass.education 
2. Enter your Compass username and password. Click Log in 
3. When prompted, open the Authenticator app on your phone to Approve the sign-in request OR
Enter the verification code shown in the app 
4. Once approved, you will be logged in to Compass as normal. You can view lesson plans, learning
tasks, reports and messages.

Family Holidays & Assessments for Students 7–12



At Cheltenham Secondary College, our goal is to develop self-regulated learners. This approach to
learning requires students to regulate their own emotions, cognition, behaviour and aspects of the
context during learning experiences. Examples of excellent self-regulation skills include good time
management, the ability to rapidly select the most efficient problem-solving strategies and the ability
to monitor emotional states actively.

Years 7 to 12
Home learning tasks at these year levels may include daily independent reading, deeper learning
tasks, projects, essays, actions, and research. Some tasks may be assigned to be completed during
weekends and on the school holidays.

How long should students at each year level spend on home learning?
Year 7: 4–5 hours a week
Year 8: 4–5 hours a week
Year 9: 9–10 hours a week
Year 10: 9–10 hours a week
Year 11: 12–15 hours a week
Year 12: 12–15 hours a week

How will students document home learning tasks?
Students will choose one of the following:

Google
Personal hard copy diary.

Shared Expectations and Responsibilities
Home Learning is a shared responsibility between the school, teachers, students and their
parents/carers.
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Home Learning



Reports provide parents with a clear picture of their child’s progress at the end of a specified period of

schooling showing:

where their child is on the learning continuum

how well they are progressing towards expected levels of achievement

where they need to improve and what the next steps in their learning will be.

Reporting to students and parents is designed to highlight achievement and provide

recommendations which will assist future learning. It is also aimed at fostering co-operation and

encouraging communication between parents, teachers and students.

In addition to Semester Reports, Progress Reports are provided throughout the year. Progress Reports

provide students and parents with an indication of students’ academic achievement based on

assessed classwork and the following three learning behaviours:

Approach to learning

Collaborating with others

Organisation
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Reporting Policy
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At Cheltenham, most students will study 12 units: a unit being a semester's work in a particular
subject. Year 10 students may be offered to study a Unit 1/2 sequence to provide a sixth subject to be
counted in their ATAR.  

Cheltenham Secondary College is committed to continuously improving the academic outcomes of all
our students. Senior school research highlights a very real relationship between heightened student
engagement in their own learning and improved academic success.

Student engagement levels are affected by many factors, including a student’s: sense of ownership in
their learning; ability to make informed choices within that program; recognition that a program
caters to their individual needs and interest; and appreciation that learning programs link to future
learning and life outcomes.

By committing to a course they have chosen, Year 10 students at Cheltenham Secondary College are
coached within a more mature vertical structure to not only prepare for and advance towards their
VCE, but also to be active in-the-moment learners within the classroom; thriving in semester-long
courses that offer greater depth and breadth. The Year 10 courses are designed to inspire curiosity
and encourage exploration within engaging topics. Students during their Elective subjects will likely be
in classes with Year 9 students. Students offered a VCE Early entry offer, will likely be in a class with
Year 11 students.

Year 10 Certificate

The Launchpad to Senior Success: Stepping into VCE or VCE-VM
Welcome to Year 10! This is the year where the training wheels officially come off and you get to start
steering your own future. Everything you do over the next two semesters builds the vital foundation
for your final chapter of high school, where you'll choose between the Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) or the VCE Vocational Major (VCE-VM). Whether your goals involve tracking toward
an ATAR for university, diving headfirst into a trade, or mastering practical, hands-on skills for the
workforce, Year 10 is your ultimate trial run. It’s your opportunity to test your strengths, lock in
independent study habits, and choose the pathway that fits how you want to learn. Treat this year as
your personal launchpad—lock it in now, and you'll step into senior school ready to crush it on your
own terms.

Requirements to achieve the Year 10 Certificate are as follows:
☐ 90% attendance
☐ Satisfactory completion of Year 10 coursework, particularly English & Maths ( 8 out of 
12 units)
☐ Completion of a Career Action Plan
☐ Completion of 1 week of work experience
☐ Consistent Demonstration of the school values
☐ Consistent wearing of the College’s academic uniform



Year 10 Core Subjects
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At Year 10 students study a variety of Core subjects to develop their skills and enable them to be
ready to step confidently into either VCE or VCE-VM.

The Year 10 program in 2027 will run as follows:

ELECTIVES MINI ELECTIVES

Maths
(Methods, General or VCE

Foundation 1 & 2)

Commerce
(one semester)

Health/PE
(one semester)

Elective 1
(one semester / VCE subject*)

Elective 2
(one semester / VCE subject*)

Elective 3
(one semester)

Elective 5
(one semester)

Elective 4
(one semester)

English or EAL

CORE

Humanities
(one semester History)

Science
(one semester)

Pastoral Care

Elective 6
(one semester)

*by teacher recommendation only.
If students undertake one VCE subject, this will run for the full year and therefore take the place of
two semester electives.



Year 10 Core Subjects
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EAL

Students whose first language is not English may choose to take English as an Additional Language
(EAL). Please note that those who are eligible are students who have been in Australia for less than
seven years and who come from a non-English speaking country. These students are strongly advised
to select this subject for both Semester 1and 2. This subject is instead of core English studies. 

The focus of EAL at Year 10 is to equip students with the skills needed for VCE. A range of reading and
writing activities are undertaken with tasks designed to improve students’ knowledge of and
competence in vocabulary, spelling, grammar and comprehension. The language of persuasion is
studied, building students’ ability to analyse media texts. Assessment tasks allow reporting on
students’ levels of performance in Speaking and Listening, and Reading and Writing.

ACE English & Literature

Building directly on the advanced foundations established in Year 9 ACE English, Year 10 ACE English

serves as the ultimate bridge to VCE, explicitly blending the distinct mechanics of both VCE English and

VCE Literature. This subject focuses on high-level textual critique, philosophy and socio-political

contexts.

Through a dedicated focus on literature, you will complete close analytical studies of complex texts

and dissect their aesthetic and stylistic qualities. You will also engage in advanced text, writing and

media analysis—evaluating sophisticated cultural discourse, unpacking complex arguments, and

experimenting with your own craft as an analytical and creative writer. This sequential pathway is

specifically tailored for students aiming to excel in VCE English and/or Literature.

Core Descriptions

English

Year 10 English challenges you to think critically about text, media and the world around you. You will

deep-dive into a film and novel study, explore the conceptual ideas of Journeys and learn how to

dismantle and present arguments on current issues.

The thematic study of Journeys serves as a creative catalyst; you will explore different writing styles to

experiment with and develop your own unique authorial voice. Alongside this creative writing, you will

express your understanding by designing and presenting a visual, tactile representation of a Journey

based on a text of your choice. Throughout the year, you will also refine your formal analytical writing

and your persuasive writing techniques. By the end of Year 10, you will have the exact toolkit and

language analysis skills needed to confidently step into VCE.



Year 10 Core Subjects

CSC Year 10 & VCE Curriculum Handbook 2026 Page | 11

Maths Methods

Overview
Year 10 Mathematical Methods is recommended for students who intend on undertaking VCE
Mathematical Methods (or VCE Mathematical Methods and VCE Specialist Mathematics) in Years 11
and 12. 

This subject is best suited to students who have achieved excellent results in Year 9 Mathematics.
Algebra knowledge and skills are essential for success. Students can expect to work at a faster pace;
they will need to complete regular homework to keep up with coursework. 

Topics
Semester 1 will be common to both Mathematical Methods and General Mathematics. Topics will
include: Algebra, Equations and Linear Relationships; Simultaneous Equations; Geometry;
Measurement; Trigonometry; Probability; and Statistics.

Semester 2 will focus on developing the knowledge and skills required for success in Mathematical
Methods. Topics will include: Indices; Exponentials and Logarithms; Surds; Quadratic Expressions;
Quadratic Equations; Unit Circle and Circular Functions; Parabolas; Rates of Change and Variation;
Counting Techniques; Polynomial Expressions and Equations; Polynomial and Other Graphs.

Technology
TI-Nspire CAS Calculators will be used to develop mathematical models and explore new concepts.
Students will also be encouraged to use their Scientific Calculators (retained from previous years).

General Maths

Overview
Year 10 General Mathematics is recommended for students who intend on undertaking VCE General
Mathematics in Years 11 and 12. 

This subject is designed so that students can continue to develop skills across a range of mathematical
topics and strands. Students can expect to complete regular homework.

Topics
Semester 1 will be common to both General Mathematics and Mathematical Methods. Topics will
include: Algebra, Equations and Linear Relationships; Simultaneous Equations; Geometry;
Measurement; Trigonometry; Probability; and Statistics.

Semester 2 will focus on developing the knowledge and skills required for success in General
Mathematics. Topics will include: Bivariate Data; Financial Modelling; Networks; Matrices; Indices;
Exponentials and Logarithms; Quadratic Expressions; Parabolas and Other Graphs.

Technology
TI-Nspire CAS Calculators will be used to develop mathematical models and explore new concepts.
Students will also be encouraged to use their Scientific Calculators (retained from previous years).
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Foundation Maths

Overview
Year 10 Foundation Mathematics is recommended for students who intend on undertaking the VCE
VM (Victorian Certificate of Education Vocational Major) or the VPC (Victorian Pathways Certificate) in
Years 11 and 12. 

Year 10 Foundation Mathematics may also be suitable for students who intend on undertaking the
VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education), provided they are not planning on completing additional VCE
Mathematics Studies (General Mathematics, Mathematical Methods or Specialist Mathematics) in Year
11 or Year 12.

Year 10 Foundation Mathematics students will be enrolled to complete VCE Foundation Mathematics
Units 1 & 2. This study will provide students with the opportunity to start accumulating units towards
their chosen senior certificate (VCE, VCE VM or VPC).

This subject is designed for students who prefer to apply their mathematical skills to real-life and
practical contexts.

Topics
VCE Foundation Mathematics Unit 1 & 2 Areas of Study include:

AOS 1 Algebra, number and structure
AOS 2 Data analysis, probability and statistics
AOS 3 Financial and consumer mathematics
AOS 4 Space and measurement.

Science

All year 10 students will take one semester of Core Science, after which they can choose to take either

further studies in Physical Sciences (Chemistry and Physics) or Life Sciences (Biology and Psychology).

Core science comprises three units.

In the Physics unit, students will use Newton’s Laws of Motion to analyse the relationship between

force, mass and acceleration of objects. They will examine how these forces affect their daily lives,

focusing on their impact on cars and driving.

In the Chemistry unit, students will study how an atom’s atomic structure determines how it will

chemically react. They will examine how the organisation of the periodic table is related to the

structure and properties of atoms. They will examine different types of chemical reactions and model

these using words and chemical equations.

In the Biology unit, students will study genes and heredity. They will explore the role of DNA and

genes in the production of proteins and the determination of patterns of inheritance. They will learn

about how cells produce new cells and will learn to predict the outcomes of genetic crosses. 



Year 10 Core Subjects
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History

The Inter-war Years and WWII
Students investigate wartime experiences through a study of World War II in depth. This includes a
study of the causes, events, outcomes and broader impacts of the conflict as an episode in world
history, and the nature of Australia’s involvement in World War II (1939–45). Students investigate
struggles for human rights in depth. This will include how rights and freedoms have been ignored,
demanded or achieved in Australia and in the broader world context. Students investigate one major
global influence that has shaped Australian society in-depth, including the development of the global
influence during the twentieth century. 

In addition, the study will cover areas of Australian and European Nationalism. There will be
excursions to the Shrine where students will have the opportunity to be involved in a remembrance
service. 

Global Consumers and Citizens

This course covers commerce-related curriculum and explores what it means to be a consumer in the

21st Century. Students will develop an understanding of key concepts in various areas. In a unit on

Legal Studies, students understand the rights that are entitled to all Australians and how these are

protected. In an Economics unit, they consider the concept of opportunity cost and examine housing

affordability and how to conduct a cost-benefit analysis. In a Business Management unit, students will

design a disruptive business to consider the qualities of enterprising behaviour. In an Accounting unit,

students will look at financial literacy and how taxes work as they explore the strategies and tools

needed to set financial goals. Throughout the course, there will be opportunities for students to

develop their critical thinking, collaboration and communication skills. This will ensure that each

student understands the demands of being a modern-day citizen and consumer.

PE / Health

Year 10 Physical Education/Health offers students a balanced blend of classroom learning and

practical experiences that promote physical activity, healthy lifestyles and social responsibility. This

subject empowers students to take greater ownership of their health, wellbeing and physical

development through a range of engaging topics and active learning opportunities. Students

participate in a variety of physical activities designed to enhance fitness and teamwork. They also take

on leadership roles through peer teaching of minor games, developing skills in communication,

organisation and collaboration. Practical sessions aim to improve students’ understanding of

movement, game strategies and performance, while promoting inclusivity and participation. Students

explore key issues relevant to their age group, including road safety, nutrition, fitness components,

energy systems and discrimination in sport. These topics encourage critical thinking and personal

reflection while building knowledge that supports lifelong health and wellbeing. 
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In 2027, students will be studying 4 semester-length electives in Year 10. Each elective will be taught
for nine periods per fortnight. These electives have been designed to provide a broad range of
educational experiences. On top of this, Year 10 students will study Wednesday afternoon electives
which are 4 periods.

ARTS

Media - Short Film Music - Music Performance & Muscianship

Media - Experimental Film Drama - Devising Performance

Art - Protest Art

Visual Communication - Objects &
Environmental Design

Music - Composing & Arranging

TECHNOLOGY HUMANITIES

Food Technology - The Master Chef The World Around Us

Digital  Technology Global Politics

Product Design - Timber Furniture Design

ENGLISH

Journalism

SCIENCE MATHS

Advanced Chemistry/Physics Maths Extension

Advanced Biology/Psychology

PE

Physical Fitness & Recreation Exploring the Outdoors



Year 10 English & Maths Electives
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MATHS EXTENSION

This semester-long elective will draw on content from beyond the mainstream course such as

programming and big data. Students will also be introduced to topics encountered for the first time in

VCE Specialist Maths including vectors, complex numbers and proof. Through applying problem

solving, reasoning, mathematical modelling and digital tools, students will explore real-world contexts

and solve ‘messy’ problems.

This subject is recommended for: students eager to pursue their interest and curiosity for

Mathematics, and for students considering studying Specialist Mathematics in VCE.

JOURNALISM

Power of Persuasion

Want to master clever marketing, public speaking and impactful writing? This elective supercharges

your persuasive communication skills. You will dive into the world of advertising and media, analysing

how brands use targeted language and visuals to influence audiences. Through writing and speaking

workshops, you will sharpen your debate and oral presentation techniques. Culminating all these

skills, you will work on a major project: creating a school-based website. This digital platform puts your

advertising, writing and media strategies to the test, publishing persuasive campaigns that directly

engage our school community.



Year 10 PE Electives
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PHYSICAL FITNESS & RECREATION

Ever wondered what actually happens under the hood when you sprint, lift or compete? This course

bridges the gap between sports science theory and real-world sweat.

Instead of just memorising facts, you’ll dive into how your body systems—your bones, muscles and

lungs—team up to power you through practical fitness sessions. You’ll get to play sports scientist by

using video analysis to break down biomechanics, looking at how forces and levers can optimise your

movement. We will also unlock the secrets of your body’s energy systems, mapping out exactly how

your metabolism switches fuel sources whether you’re crushing a 5-second sprint or pacing a long-

distance run. Finally, you’ll master the rules of elite performance by investigating proper sports

nutrition and hydration, alongside the critical anti-doping regulations (WADA/SIA) that keep

competition clean and fair.

Whether you want to boost your own training or understand the physics of elite athletes, this subject

gives you the ultimate playbook for human movement.

EXPLORING THE OUTDOORS

A Year 10 Outdoor Education semester-based subject encompassing excursions and overnight / 2-day

night camps. This course will have a more in-depth focus on the Outdoor and Environmental Studies

Unit 1 & 2 content. 

Aim: Promote student engagement in the outdoors whilst simultaneously developing skills and

knowledge to safely participate in activities in outdoor environments and to respect and value diverse

environments. This subject covers a mix of practical experience of outdoor environments with theory-

based study. 

Note: User pay excursions will be used to enhance the curriculum at a cost of approximately

$320* for the semester to cover the cost of activities and bus travel. An event will be created

with the cost once the subject selection has been completed and parents will receive a

notification on Compass to complete payment. 

*This amount may change each semester as it is dependent on price rises by external suppliers.
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THE WORLD AROUND US

A study of places and people. Students will look at a range of different local and global environments

and discuss how they have changed over time and have been impacted by people. 

Human wellbeing will also be another focus of this subject. The students will explore a range of global

issues that have impacted people and places. Some example case studies would be Indigenous

wellbeing, recent conflicts around the world such as in Palestine and Israel, climate change and global

pandemics. 

This elective will also aim to teach the valuable skills of using GIS (Geographic Information System)

technology. By analysing satellite images, maps and data, the students can use this new technology to

look at a variety of communities within the world around us. As this technology is also very current

within workplaces and at university level, it will begin to develop skills for future pathways in these

careers.

GLOBAL POLITICS

This is a contemporary study of global events of the past 10 years, providing an introduction to the

concept and significance of politics, power and authority. Students are introduced to the political

spectrum: left, right, radical and conservative. They explore ideas that shape political systems,

including liberal democracy, socialism, fascism, authoritarianism and theocracy. Students explore the

characteristics of the Australian political system and investigate a case study of a non-democratic

political system such as Cuba, China, North Korea and Iran and the context of this type of political

system, the values which underpin the political system, the structures and powers of government,

participation of citizens in determining who governs, the protection of individual rights and freedoms

and the accountability of government to its citizens.
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY - THE MASTER CHEF

Get ready to channel your inner culinary expert and take your cooking skills to the next level! The
Master Chef is all about uncovering the science, creativity and sustainability behind great food.

Your journey begins with The Recipe, where you’ll learn to operate like a professional in a commercial
kitchen by mastering food hygiene and safe work practices. You will dive into the science of food—
exploring the functional properties of ingredients (why bread rises or sauces thicken), conducting
sensory analysis (yes, that means taste tests!), and learning how to evaluate the nutritional value of
your meals. 

From there, you’ll shift gears to Paddock to Plate, tracing the origins of Australia’s plant and animal
foods. You will explore our food systems, tackle meal and menu planning, and discover how to make
sustainable choices in the kitchen.

By the end of this unit, you won’t just know how to follow a recipe—you’ll understand the complete
journey of food from the farm to the fork, and how to whip up dishes that are as ethical as they are
delicious.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY

Ready to step behind the screen and build the tech of tomorrow? In Digital Technology, you won’t just
use apps and networks—you’ll learn how to create, control and protect them.

Your journey kicks off with Digital Systems and Security, where you’ll look under the hood of
networked systems to see exactly how hardware and software team up to transmit data and lock it
down against cyber threats. 

Next, you’ll master Data, Information and Privacy, learning how to ethically collect, manipulate, and
validate data like a pro using powerful tools like spreadsheets and relational databases. 

Finally, you’ll put your creativity to the test in Creating Digital Solutions. This is where your ideas come
to life through app creation and Python coding, as you design, prototype, and critique user interfaces
(UI) and user experiences (UX) to solve real-world problems.

Whether you want to smash cybercriminals, manage massive tech data, or build the next viral app,
this subject gives you the ultimate toolkit to code your own future!

PRODUCT DESIGN - TIMBER FURTNITURE DESIGN

Ever wanted to build something beautiful, functional, and uniquely yours from scratch? Timber
Furniture Design takes you out of the textbook and into the workshop, combining creative design
thinking with hands-on construction to turn raw wood into professional-grade furniture and
household products.

Your journey starts with a spark of an idea. You’ll learn how to think like a professional product
designer, figuring out exactly what users need and sketching out your visions in a creative design folio.
From there, you’ll step into the workshop to bring those drawings to life. 

You will master practical woodworking skills, experiment with timeless joinery techniques, and safely
operate modern workshop technologies. Along the way, you’ll look into the science of materials,
discovering how to select the right timber and make sustainable, eco-friendly choices for the planet.

By the end of this course, you won’t just walk away with a portfolio of technical skills—you’ll have the
ultimate bragging rights: custom, handmade timber projects that you designed and built with your
own two hands.



Year 10 Arts Electives
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MEDIA - EXPERIMENTAL FILMMAKING

Tired of the same old Hollywood formulas? Experimental Filmmaking is your license to throw out the
traditional movie rulebook and rewrite the language of the screen. In this subject, you won’t just tell
stories—you’ll completely transform how an audience experiences them.

You will dive deep into avant-garde creation by intentionally bending genre conventions, structures,
and character types to construct alternative viewpoints. Through hands-on exercises, you will
experiment with technical and symbolic elements—manipulating camera work, editing styles, striking
visuals, and soundscapes to layer your work with deep, hidden meanings. You’ll also look at the bigger
picture, exploring how social, ethical, and institutional issues shape the media we make and consume.
Because great art takes practice, you will learn to reflect on, document, and analySe your own choices,
using that insight to refine your film throughout the production process.

By the end of this course, you’ll capture, edit, and produce a unique piece of media art that challenges
perspectives, showcases your distinct creative voice, and blows your audience’s minds.

MEDIA - SHORT FILMS

Think you need a three-hour blockbuster budget to tell an unforgettable story? Think again. Short
Films is your hands-on director’s boot camp, where you will learn how to pack massive emotional
punches, create unforgettable characters, and deliver powerful messages in just a few minutes of
screen time.

In this elective, you’ll shift from being a casual viewer to a critical creator. You’ll dive into the
mechanics of cinema—dissecting how technical elements (like camera angles, lighting and pacing) and
symbolic elements (like color schemes and motifs) are manipulated to create deep meaning. You will
explore how real-world social, ethical and institutional issues shape the stories we tell, and learn how
to bend genre conventions to keep your audience hooked.

Best of all, you will bring your own cinematic visions to life by taking a project through the entire
professional pipeline: pre-production (scripting and storyboarding), production (filming) and post-
production (editing). Along the way, you’ll document your creative choices, critique existing short films
for inspiration, and reflect on peer feedback to sharpen your final cut. By the end of this course, you’ll
have written, directed and produced a compelling short film ready to screen for a captive audience!

ART - PROTEST ART

Ready to use your creativity to spark change, challenge ideas, and make a statement? In Protest Art,
you’ll discover that art isn’t just about creating something beautiful—it’s a powerful weapon used to
question power, fight for justice and reshape the world around you.

This subject takes you on two unique creative journeys:
Protest and Propaganda: You will dive into the history of visual activism, investigating how artists
across different cultures and eras use their work to challenge society. You’ll pay special attention
to Australian identity, exploring how Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists use powerful
imagery to celebrate culture and challenge history.
Tiny Doors: You’ll shift gears into the world of miniature public installations! Here, you’ll explore
how small, unexpected street art can disrupt daily life, spark curiosity and carry deep, hidden
meanings for the community to find.

Throughout the course, you’ll get messy experimenting with different materials and visual techniques
to develop your own artistic voice. You will document your brainstorms and breakthroughs in a visual
diary, and finally, take on the role of a gallery director. By learning how to curate, critique, and exhibit
your completed masterpieces, you’ll ensure your message hits your target audience loud and clear.
Bring your passions, your opinions, and your wildest ideas—it's time to make some noise!
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION - OBJECTS & ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN

Ever looked at a sleek product or an incredible building and wondered how it went from a simple idea
to reality? In Objects & Environmental Design, you step into the shoes of a professional designer to
pitch, prototype, and build visual solutions for the real world.

This subject splits your focus into two massive fields of design:
Objects (Product Design): You’ll dive into the world of industrial and product design, analysing how
everyday items are constructed to be both beautiful and functional. You’ll investigate how
designers from different eras and cultures—including incredible Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander designers—shape Australian identity through the things they create.
Environments (Spatial & Architectural Design): You’ll shift your perspective to the spaces we
inhabit. You will learn how to map out, structure, and communicate architectural or environmental
concepts that respond to the needs of the community and the planet.

Throughout the unit, you’ll master the official Visual Communication Design (VCD) process. This means
you won’t just be guessing; you’ll actively experiment with different media, materials, and digital
methods to brainstorm, refine, and pitch your ideas. You will track your progress through a design
folio, learning how to annotate your work and critique professional presentations. By the time you’re
finished, you’ll know exactly how to take a design brief, target a specific audience, and present
professional-grade solutions that could change the way we live!

Year 10 Arts Electives

MUSIC - MUSIC COMPOSITION & ARRANGING

Ever had a melody stuck in your head and wished you knew how to turn it into a full track? Music
Composition & Arranging is your backstage pass to the world of music creation, giving you the tools
to transform your raw ideas into powerful, polished musical statements.

In this subject, you will look under the hood of your favorite tracks to see how professional composers
manipulate musical elements—like rhythm, harmony, melody and texture—to trigger deep emotions
and tell compelling stories. You won’t just learn the theory, you’ll actively apply it. You will dive into
Composition, where you’ll build brand-new, original tracks from scratch, and Arranging, where you’ll
take existing music and reinvent it in entirely new styles. Along the way, you’ll sharpen your ears with
aural training, master essential music theory, and use modern music software and notation
technologies to produce your work.

Because music is a collaborative journey, you will share your creations, use performance feedback to
level up your tracks, and reflect on your process just like a studio professional. Whether you want to
write cinematic film scores, produce electronic beats, or arrange for a live band, this course gives you
the ultimate toolkit to find your unique sound and share it with the world!
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MUSIC - MUSIC PERFORMANCE & MUSICIANSHIP

Are you ready to take your musical talents out of the practice room and onto the stage? Music
Performance & Musicianship is designed for musicians who want to master their instrument,
conquer stage fright, and deliver unforgettable live experiences to an audience.

In this subject, you will step into the spotlight as both a soloist and an active ensemble member. You
will dive deep into the art of rehearsal, learning how to break down complex pieces, collaborate with
bandmates, and polish your repertoire to a professional standard. It’s not just about playing the right
notes, though—you’ll learn how to use expressive devices, dynamics and stage presence to
communicate deep emotions and meaning to your listeners. Beyond the stage, you’ll sharpen your
musical mind by analysing iconic performances across a massive range of genres and styles,
discovering the secrets of how elite musicians captivate a crowd.

Throughout the course, you will record, reflect on, and document your own musical growth. By
evaluating your rehearsal habits and technical choices, you’ll unlock a roadmap to supercharge your
technical proficiency and artistic confidence. Whether your goal is to front a rock band, play in an
orchestra or master a solo instrument, this course will help you find your voice, build your chops and
truly own the stage!

DRAMA - DEVISING PERFORMANCE

Ever wanted to create a piece of theatre from scratch, step onto the stage, and completely captivate
an audience with your own words and ideas? Devising Performance moves you away from just
reading scripts and puts you in the director’s and writer’s chairs, giving you the power to invent
original, powerful live drama.

Your journey starts with exploration and experimentation. You’ll investigate how theatre artists across
different eras and cultures—including the rich storytelling practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples—use drama to challenge assumptions and reflect the complexities of Australian
identity.

From there, you’ll dive into the workshop, playing with expressive and performance skills (voice,
movement, facial expressions) and elements of drama (tension, space, climax) to build dramatic
meaning. You will learn to craft both narrative stories and experimental, non-narrative performances,
using everything from improvisation to structured scripting.

Theatre is more than just acting, so you will also master design areas like lighting, sound, costumes,
and props to enhance the mood of your pieces. Through a process of planning, rehearsing, and
reflecting on your work, you will refine your performance until it’s stage-ready. By the end of this
subject, you’ll be performing your own devised and scripted works for real audiences in different
theater spaces, knowing exactly how to command the room and leave a lasting impression!

Year 10 Arts Electives
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ADVANCED CHEMISTRY/PHYSICS

Are you ready to unlock the fundamental laws that govern everything from the smallest subatomic
particles to the vastness of outer space? Advanced Chemistry & Physics is designed for curious
minds who want to dive deeper into the forces, reactions and structures that shape our reality. This
subject bridges the gap between the microscopic world and cosmic phenomena, showing you how
human curiosity and cutting-edge technology drive massive scientific breakthroughs.

In the Chemistry, which is half of your journey, you’ll look inside the atom itself—exploring protons,
neutrons, electrons and the powerful forces behind natural radioactivity and nuclear decay. You will
master the ultimate science superpower: tracking how atoms rearrange themselves during chemical
reactions to create brand-new substances. You’ll prove the Law of Conservation of Mass by writing
balanced chemical equations, and discover how to manipulate and speed up reaction rates to
manufacture real-world products.

Then, you’ll shift your lens to Physics and Space, zooming out from atoms to ecosystems, mapping
how energy flows and matter cycles through living communities.

Finally, you will blast off into deep space, investigating galaxies, stars and solar systems, using the Big
Bang theory to decode the very origin of our Universe. Along the way, you’ll look at how modern
societal needs drive scientific research, proving that what you learn in the lab directly impacts the
future of our world. If you love asking ‘how’ and ‘why’ things work on a grand scale, this is the ultimate
playbook for your scientific mind!

Year 10 Science Electives

ADVANCED BIOLOGY/PSYCHOLOGY

Ever wondered how your brain and body communicate to keep you alive, or why you inherited your

family’s specific traits? Advanced Biology & Psychology is the perfect blend for students who want to

explore the intricate connection between our physical biology and our mental and behavioral

systems.

In the Biology stream, you’ll dive into the code of life itself. You will explore how DNA, chromosomes,

and genes pass on traits through cell division (mitosis and meiosis), and learn to use basic genetic

formulas to predict how traits are inherited across generations. You’ll also examine the anatomy of

survival, looking at how plants and animals reproduce, and how the nervous and endocrine

(hormone) systems team up to control your body’s responses to the world around you.

The Psychology and Scientific Inquiry stream is where you learn to think like a modern researcher.

You will discover that scientific knowledge is a living, evolving thing that is constantly challenged and

refined through peer review. You’ll step into the lab to design your own investigations—building

hypotheses, running experiments and spotting sneaky biases or errors in data. Finally, you’ll look at

the big picture, debating the ethics of socio-scientific issues and learning how to present your findings

like a professional scientist. If you are fascinated by human behavior, genetics and the science of what

makes us tick, this subject is your ultimate playbook!



Subjects
VCE English/EAL
Pastoral Care
VCE Subject 1
VCE Subject 2
VCE Subject 3
VCE Subject 4
VCE Subject 5

Future Pathways
University entrance
TAFE studies
Apprenticeship
Traineeship
Employment

Subjects
VCE VM Literacy/English/EAL
VCE VM Foundational Maths/General
Maths/Maths Methods
VCE VM Personal Development/Work
Related Skills/VCE Subject
VET Outdoor Recreation/VET Sports
Coaching/VET External
Pastoral Care

Future Pathways
University entrance (alternative
pathway)
TAFE studies
Apprenticeship
Traineeship
Employment

Choosing between VCE and VCE VM

The key differences between VCE and VCE VM are summarised below: 

VCE is a two-year certificate with scored assessments leading to the award of an ATAR. An ATAR is
required for entry into university courses.

VCE VM consists of several one-year certificates, making it more suited to students who are not
intending to go on to university study, or who are not sure whether they intend to undertake year
12 studies. Students who complete VCE VM (studied at Year 12 level) are eligible for entry into
many TAFE courses. However, many students undertaking VCE VM are planning to go on to a trade
or employment. 

VCE students typically select 6 subjects at Year 11 level and 5 at Year 12 level.

VCE VM students select a Vocational Education and Training (VET) course, with the remainder of
their study consisting of compulsory units—Literacy, Numeracy, Personal Development and Work
Related Skills. As well as this, they will undertake a work placement as part of their program.

VCE Pathways

CSC Year 10 & VCE Curriculum Handbook 2026 Page | 23

VCE Subjects

Accounting
Art: Creative Practice
Biology
Business Management
Chemistry
English
English as an Additional Language
Food Studies
Health and Human Development
History
Legal Studies
Literature (Units 1 & 2)
Mathematics
Media

Music
Physical Education
Physics
Product Design and Technology
Psychology
Theatre Studies
Visual Communication Design
Vocational Major Literacy
Vocational Major Numeracy
Vocational Major Work Related Skills
Vocational Major Personal Development Skills
VET (Vocational Education & Training)
SBATs (School-based Apprenticeship/Traineeship)
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How to Choose Your VCE Program

When choosing a program, you should consider the following:
Prerequisites for any courses/careers you may be considering
Relevant subjects to a particular course or career pathway you are considering
Your interest areas and strengths
A breadth of curriculum studies

Students have a range of resources to support them when choosing their course and are also
encouraged to speak with their Careers Counsellor for further support. Students should be using this
handbook to gain an understanding of the subjects offered and should also consult with teachers
within the college to obtain further information where required.

To obtain your VCE—General Curriculum Studies, you must satisfactorily complete at least 16 units of
study inclusive of an English study. This may also include a VET study.

Within the General Curriculum studies, the minimum English requirement is three units from the
English group, including a Unit 3–4 sequence.

English units may be selected from:
English Units 1–4

English as an Additional Language Units 3 and 4 

English Language Units 1–4

Literature Units 1–2

To obtain your VCE Vocational Major, you must successfully finish at least 16 units, including:
Three VCE VM Literacy or VCE English units (including  Unit 3–4 sequence)

Two VCE VM Numeracy or VCE Mathematics units

Two VCE VM Work Related Skills units

Two VCE VM Personal Development Skills unit, and

VET at Certificate II level or above (180 nominal hours).

For both VCE options (General Curriculum and Vocational Major), in addition to completing a Unit 3–4

sequence in one of the English subjects, you must complete at least 3 other unit 3–4 sequences. This

means 3 other full year studies at a Year 12 level.

VCE/VM Information
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Satisfactory Completion of the VCE

Students are required to demonstrate their satisfactory understanding of key skills and knowledge in
each subject and unit through a number of learning outcomes determined by VCAA. A student must
satisfactorily achieve all outcomes within the Unit to gain successful completion of the Unit.

Authentication

VCAA and Cheltenham Secondary College expect that all work completed and submitted by students
is their own work. Students must follow specific guidelines for assessment, which include all work
being submitted by a student is acknowledged as their own. Students must not submit any part of
another student’s work or pass on information about a SAC to another student. Students must
acknowledge all sources of information through appropriate referencing. A student found in breach of
these guidelines can have a range of sanctions in place for the relevant assessment.

Special Provision

Students who have special circumstances that may impact their ability to perform in their VCE
program may be eligible for Special Provision. These may include scenarios such as chronic illness,
trauma and/or learning difficulties. Where Special Provision is granted, the provision may include rest
breaks, extra time and use of a laptop, depending on the individual circumstances. It is important that
families remain in communication with the college about any such circumstance so it can be managed
appropriately and efficiently to best support the student.

VCE/VM Information
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ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission
Rank)
A student’s ATAR is determined by VTAC using
the student’s scaled study scores. The ATAR is a
percentile that ranks students for the purpose
of tertiary selection.

Authentication
The process of ensuring that work submitted
by students for assessment is genuinely their
own. Teachers monitor the completion of
students’ work.

Career Education Funding (CEF)
A program, including course counselling, which
assists students to make informed choices
about possible future directions.

DES (Derived Exam Score)
An estimated score for a particular exam that
may be used under Special Provision.

EAL (English as an Additional
Language)
For VCE students who have studied less than
seven years in English instruction. Students
must meet VCAA criteria to enrol as an EAL
student.

GAT (General Achievement Test)
All students undertaking a Unit 3 & 4 sequence
must sit this three-hour test in June. The GAT is
used by VCAA to monitor school assessments
and for the determination of DES and may be
used to assist with selection into tertiary
courses.

Learning Outcomes
What a student must know or be able to do by
the time the Unit is complete.

Part-time Apprenticeships &
Traineeships
Students who receive training as part of their
casual employment and recieve credit towards
their VCE.

School Assessment Tasks (SATs)
Tasks done in class time to assess performance
in Art, Media, Studio Arts Visual Design, Food
Technology and Design and Technology
studies.

‘S’ or ‘N’ 
These letters mean ‘S’ for satisfactory (pass) or
‘N’ for not satisfactory (not passed).

SACs (School Assessed Coursework)
Work done, mainly in class time, to assess
performance in Units 3 & 4. Set and marked by
teachers according to VCAA specifications.

SBATs (School-Based Apprenticeships
and Traineeships)
Students undertake training and employment
with an employer that is an integral part of the
school learning program and study timetable.

Semester
One half of the academic year. A unit of study
lasts for one semester.

Sequence
A sequence is a Unit 3 followed by Unit 4. One of
the requirements for passing the VCE is the
successful completion of four Unit 3 & 4
sequences.

Special Consideration
Acknowledges that some students will
encounter significant personal circumstances or
learning difficulties that may disadvantage them
in their studies. Special Consideration allows
appropriate and relevant provisions to be put in
place to support students throughout their VCE
studies.

Student Program
This is the total package of VCE and VET studies
normally taken over two years.

Study/Studies
Subject(s) such as English, Biology, General
Maths, etc.

Study Design
This is the curriculum documentation outlining
all the required key skills and knowledge within a
specific study.

Study Score
This indicates how a student performed in
relation to all other students in the state who
took the study. It is calculated using the
student’s final scores for School-assessed
Coursework, School-assessed Tasks, Externally
assessed Tasks and examinations for each study
and is scored out of 50.

TAFE (Technical and Further
Education)
TAFE Institutes offer post-secondary courses.

VCE Terminology
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Unit
Each VCE study is divided into 4 units. Each unit
lasts one semester. Unit 1 & 2 are normally at
Year 11 level, and Units 3 & 4 are normally at Year
12 level.

VCAA (Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority)
The accrediting and authorising body responsible
for overseeing the VCE.

VET (Vocation Education and Training)
This training is provided by Registered Training
Organisations and provides a hands-on learning
experience that can be incorporated in the VCE in
both the General and Vocational Major pathways.

VCE/VET
This refers to the expanding range of nationally
recognised vocational studies now integrated
within the VCE.

Vocational Major
This is the applied vocational pathway within the
VCE, incorporating VET and structured workplace
learning, Literacy, Numeracy, Work Related Skills
and Personal Development Skills.

VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admissions
Centre)
The central office that administers the application
process for places in tertiary courses, scholarships
and the Special Entry Access Scheme at
universities, TAFEs and independent tertiary
colleges in Victoria.

VCE Terminology
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Accounting involves modelling, forecasting and providing advice to stakeholders through the
process of collecting, recording, reporting, analysing and interpreting financial and non-
financial data and accounting information. This data and information is communicated to
internal and external stakeholders and is used to inform decision-making within the business
with a view to improving business performance. Accounting plays an integral role in the
successful operation and management of businesses. VCE Accounting prepares students for
a university or TAFE vocational study pathway to commerce, management and accounting,
leading to careers in areas such as financial accounting, management accounting, forensic/
investigative accounting, taxation, environmental accounting, management and corporate or
personal financial planning. 

Unit 1: Role of Accounting in Business
In this unit, students identify and record
financial data, report and explain accounting
information for service business, and suggest
and apply appropriate financial and non-
financial indicators to measure business
performance.

Unit 2: Accounting and Decision-Making for a
Trading Business
In this unit, students record and report for
inventory and discuss the effect of relevant
financial and non-financial factors, and ethical
considerations on the outcome of business
decisions. Students also look at strategies to
measure and manage accounts receivable and
accounts payable as well as consider methods of
depreciation to accurately report for non-
current assets.

Unit 3: Financial Accounting for a Trading
Business
In this unit, students learn how to record financial
data using a double-entry system. They discuss
and analyse various aspects of the accounting
system, including ethical considerations. Upon
completion of this unit, the student should be
able to record transactions and prepare, interpret
and analyse accounting reports for a trading
business.

Unit 4: Recording, Reporting, Budgeting and
Decision-Making
In this unit, students learn to record financial data
and balance day adjustments using a double-
entry system, report accounting information
using an accrual-based system and evaluate the
effect of balance day adjustments and alternative
methods of depreciation on accounting reports.
Upon completion of this unit, the student should
be able to prepare budgeted accounting reports
and variance reports for a trading business and
model, analyse and discuss the effect of
alternative strategies on the performance of a
business.

Accounting
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In the study of VCE Art: Creative Practice, research and investigation inform art making.
Through the study of artworks, the practices of artists and their role in society, students
develop their individual art practice and communicate ideas and meaning using a range of
materials, techniques and processes. In the practice of Making and Responding, students
develop their skills in critical and creative thinking, innovation, problem-solving and risk-
taking. By combining a focused study of artworks, art practice and practical art making,
students recognise the interplay between research, art practice and the analysis and
interpretation of art works. This study provides students with an informed context to
support an awareness of art as a tool for cultural, social and personal communication, and
the stimulus and inspiration to develop their art practice.

Unit 1: Interpreting Artworks and Exploring the
Creative Practice
In Unit 1 students use experiential learning in
making and responding to explore ideas using
the Creative Practice. As the artist and audience,
students consider their connection to artworks,
and how their communication of ideas and
presentation of artworks challenge, shape and
influence viewer or audience perspectives.

Students focus on the making of art and
examine how artists communicate ideas and
meaning in artworks. Examining artists in
different societies, cultures and historical
periods. Students learn about the components
of the Creative Practice and explore areas of
personal interest to develop a series of visual
responses. 

Unit 2: Interpreting Artworks and Developing the
Creative Practice
In Unit 2, students use inquiry learning to
investigate the artistic and collaborative
practices of artists. They use the Cultural Lens,
and the other Interpretive Lenses as
appropriate, to examine artworks from different
periods of time and cultures, and to explore the
different ways that artists interpret and
communicate social and personal ideas in
artworks. Students explore the collaborative
practices of artists and use the Creative Practice
to make and present artworks. They develop
visual responses based on their investigations. 

Unit 3: Investigation, Ideas, Artworks and the
Creative Practice
In this unit, students use Inquiry and Project-
based learning as starting points to develop a
body of work. They explore ideas and experiment
with materials, techniques and processes using
the Creative Practice. Unit 3 commences with
students researching the practice of a selected
artist as the starting point to develop a finished
artwork. The finished artwork will contribute to
the body of work developed over Units 3 and 4.
The Interpretive Lenses are used in making and
responding throughout the students’ art practice.
Students apply the Interpretive Lenses to
researched artworks and in their reflective
analysis and evaluation of their use of the
Creative Practice. They use critical and creative
thinking skills to explore and develop ideas and
experiment with materials, techniques and
processes.

Unit 4: Interpreting, Resolving and Presenting
Artworks and the Creative Practice
In Unit 4, students continue to develop their art
practice through project-based and inquiry
learning as their research and exploration
continues to support the development of their
body of work. Students study the practices of
selected historical and contemporary artists to
inform their own art practice. They use the
Interpretive Lenses to analyse, compare and
interpret the meanings and messages of artworks
produced by the artists they study. Students also
apply the Interpretive Lenses throughout the
Creative Practice to resolve and refine their body
of work. 

Art: Creative Practice
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Biology enables students to investigate the processes involved in sustaining life at cellular,
system, species and ecosystem levels. In undertaking this study, students examine how life
has evolved over time and understand that in the dynamic and interconnected system of life,
all change has a consequence that may affect an individual, a species or the collective
biodiversity of Earth. The study gives students insights into how knowledge of molecular and
evolutionary concepts underpin much of contemporary biology, and the applications used by
society to resolve problems and make advancements. 

Unit 1: How Do Organisms Regulate Their
Functions?
In this unit, you will examine the cell as the
structural and functional unit of life, from the
single-celled to the multicellular organism,
including the requirements for sustaining
cellular processes. You will focus on cell growth,
replacement and death and the role of stem
cells in differentiation, specialisation and
renewal of cells. You will also explore how
systems function through cell specialisation in
vascular plants and animals, and consider the
role homeostatic mechanisms play in
maintaining an animal’s internal environment.
You will generate primary data from a student-
designed scientific investigation as part of your
assessment.

Unit 2: How Does Inheritance Impact on
Diversity?
Unit 2 will explore reproduction and the
transmission of biological information from
generation to generation and the impact this
has on species diversity. Students consider how
the relationship between genes, and the
environment and epigenetic factors influence
phenotypic expression. They explain and
analyse patterns of inheritance, interpret
pedigree charts and predict outcomes of genetic
crosses. Students analyse the advantages and
disadvantages of asexual and sexual
reproductive strategies, including the use of
reproductive cloning technologies. You will
explore adaptations that enhance an organism’s
survival and look at interdependencies between
species, focusing on how keystone species and
top predators structure.

Unit 3: How Do Cells Maintain Life?
In Unit 3, you will explore the relationship
between nucleic acids and proteins as key
molecules in cellular processes. This will include
being able to analyse the structure and function
of nucleic acids as information molecules, gene
structure and expression in prokaryotic and
eukaryotic cells and proteins as a diverse group
of functional molecules. You will gain insight into
biological consequences of manipulating the DNA
molecule and applying biotechnologies. You will
explore the structure, regulation and rate of
biochemical pathways, with reference to
photosynthesis and cellular respiration, including
the application of biotechnologies to biochemical
pathways that could lead to improvements in
agricultural practices.

Unit 4: How Does Life Change and Respond to
Challenges?
In this unit, you will consider the continual change
and challenges to which life on Earth has been
and continues to be subjected to. You will study
the human immune system and the interactions
between its components to provide immunity to a
specific pathogen. You will gain a strong
understanding of how the application of
biological knowledge can be used to respond to
bioethical issues and challenges related to
disease. As you move further into this unit, you
will consider how evolutionary biology is based
on the accumulation of evidence over time. This
will include investigating the impact of various
change events on a population’s gene pool and
the biological consequences of changes in allele
frequencies. You will examine the evidence for
relatedness between species and change in life
forms over time using evidence from
paleontology, structural morphology, molecular
homology and comparative genomics.

Biology
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In contemporary Australian society, there is a range of businesses managed by people who
establish systems and processes to achieve a variety of objectives. These systems and
processes are often drawn from historical experience and management theories designed to
optimise the likelihood of achieving success. In studying VCE Business Management,
students develop knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence and ability to
participate effectively as socially responsible and ethical members, managers and leaders of
the business community, and as informed citizens, consumers and investors. The study of
Business Management leads to opportunities across all facets of the business and
management field such as small business owner, project manager, human resource
manager, operations manager or executive manager. Further study can lead to specialisation
in areas such as marketing, public relations and event management.

Unit 1: Planning a Business
In this unit, students explore the factors
affecting business ideas and the internal and
external environments within which businesses
operate, as well as the effect of these on
planning a business. They also consider the
importance of the business sector to the
national economy and social wellbeing.

Unit 2: Establishing a Business
In this unit, students examine the legal
requirements that must be met to establish a
business. They investigate the essential features
of effective marketing and consider the best way
to meet the needs of the business in terms of
staffing and financial record keeping. Students
analyse management practices by applying key
knowledge to contemporary business case
studies from the past four years.

Unit 3: Managing a Business
In this unit, students explore the key processes
and issues concerned with managing a business
efficiently and effectively to achieve the business
objectives. Students examine the different types
of businesses and their respective objectives.
They consider corporate culture, management
styles, management skills and the relationship
between each of these. Students investigate
strategies to manage both staff and business
operations to meet objectives. Students develop
an understanding of the complexity and
challenge of managing businesses and through
the use of contemporary business case studies
from the past four years have the opportunity to
compare theoretical perspectives with current
practice.

Unit 4: Transforming a Business
Businesses are under constant pressure to adapt
and change to meet their objectives. In this unit,
students consider the importance of reviewing
key performance indicators to determine current
performance and the strategic management
necessary to position a business for the future.
Students study a theoretical model to undertake
change and consider a variety of strategies to
manage change in the most efficient and effective
way to improve business performance. They
investigate the importance of leadership in
change management. Using a contemporary
business case study from the past four years,
students evaluate business practice against
theory.

Business Management
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Chemistry enables students to examine a range of chemical, biochemical and geophysical
phenomena through the exploration of the nature of chemicals and chemical processes. In
undertaking this study, students apply chemical principles to explain and quantify the
behaviour of matter, as well as undertake practical activities that involve the analysis and
synthesis of a variety of materials. 

Unit 1: How Can the Diversity of Materials be
Explained?
This unit looks at the properties of matter and
how these can be explained in terms of the
structure of particular materials. They consider
how manufacturing innovations lead to more
sustainable products being produced for society
through the use of renewable raw materials, the
application of the principles of Green Chemistry
and a transition from a linear economy towards
a circular economy.

Unit 2: How Do Chemical Reactions Shape the
Natural World? 
This unit looks at the unique properties of water
and its importance as a solvent. They investigate
the properties of gases, which can be produced
from chemical reactions.

Area of Study 1: students expand on the ideas
of polarity from Unit 1 and relate the properties
of water to its structure and bonding. They
investigate reactions that take place in an
aqueous solution, including acid-base and redox
reactions. 

Area of Study 2: students focus on the analysis
of chemical reactions involving acids, bases,
salts and gases. They perform calculations
determining the amounts of dissolved
substances in water using solubility curves and
apply volumetric analysis, use of the ideal gas
equation and stoichiometry.  

Area of Study 3: students design and undertake
a laboratory investigation related to
environmental quality and draw conclusions
based on the evidence drawn from their data.

Unit 3: How Can Design and Innovation Help to
Optimise Chemical Processes?
Area of Study 1: students examine the current
and future options for supplying energy. Carbon-
based fossil fuels and biofuels are compared with
reference to energy content, renewability and
environmental impacts. Fuels for the body,
including proteins, fats and carbohydrates are
examined, including calculations related to the
combustion of fuels to determine the heat energy
released, the masses and the net volume
involved. Galvanic cells, rechargeable batteries
and fuel cells are investigated and compared as a
source of portable energy.

Area of Study 2: the rate and extent of chemical
reactions are examined, including the calculation
of quantities involved in equilibrium. The various
factors affecting these are investigated and linked
together by observing the production of
chemicals by electrolysis. Students examine the
properties of electrolytic cells and innovations
which can be used to produce hydrogen.

Unit 4: How are carbon-based compounds
designed for purpose?
Area of Study 1: students analyse the general
structures and reactions of the major organic
families of compounds, reaction pathways for
organic synthesis, and evaluate the sustainability
of the manufacture of organic compounds used
in society.

Area of Study 2: students investigate methods of
laboratory analysis and instrumental analysis of
organic compounds.

Area of Study 3: students undertake an
investigation that involves the generation of
primary data related to the production of energy
and/or chemicals and/or the analysis or synthesis
of organic compounds, and should be inspired by
a contemporary chemical challenge or issue. 

Chemistry



CSC Year 10 & VCE Curriculum Handbook 2026 Page | 33

The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical
and creative thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. This study also develops
students’ ability to create and analyse texts, moving from interpretation to reflection and
critical analysis. Through engagement with texts from the contemporary world and from the
past, and using texts from Australia and from other cultures, students studying English
become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators and further develop a
sense of themselves, their world and their place within it. English helps equip students for
participation in a democratic society and the global community. This study will build on the
learning established through AusVELS English in the key discipline concepts of language,
literature and literacy, and the language modes of listening, speaking, reading, viewing and
writing. 

Unit 1:
Area of Study 1: Reading and Exploring Texts
In this area of study, students engage in reading
and viewing texts with a focus on personal
connections with the story. They discuss and
clarify the ideas and values presented by
authors through their evocations of character,
setting and plot, and through investigations of
the point of view and/or the voice of the text.
They develop and strengthen inferential reading
and viewing skills, and consider the ways a text’s
vocabulary, text structures and language
features can create meaning on several levels
and in different ways.

Area of Study 2: Crafting Texts
In this area of study, students engage with and
develop an understanding of effective and
cohesive writing. They apply, extend and
challenge their understanding and use of
imaginative, persuasive and informative text
through a growing awareness of situated
contexts, stated purposes and audience.
Students read and engage imaginatively and
critically with mentor texts (all linked to a key
theme) that model effective writing. Through
guided reading of mentor texts, students
develop an understanding of the diverse ways
that vocabulary, text structures, language
features and ideas can interweave to craft
compelling texts. They consider these texts
through knowledge of purpose, context
(including mode) and audience influence and
shape writing.

Unit 2:
Area of Study 1: Reading and Exploring Texts
Students read or view a text, engage with the
ideas, concerns and tensions, and recognise ways
vocabulary, text structures, language features and
conventions of a text work together to create
meaning. Through discussions about
representations in a text, they examine the ways
readers understand text, considering its historical
context and social and cultural values. They also
explore the text through the prism of their
cultural knowledge, experiences and
understanding of the world, and extend their
observations into analytical and abstracted
explorations. 

Area of Study 2: Exploring Argument 
In this area of study, students consider the way
arguments are developed and delivered in many
forms of media. Through the prism of a
contemporary and substantial local and/or
national issue, students read, view and listen to a
range of texts that attempt to position an
intended audience in a particular context. They
explore the structure of these texts, including
contention, sequence of arguments, use of
supporting evidence and persuasive strategies.
They closely examine the language and the visuals
employed by the author, and offer analysis of the
intended effect on the audience. Students apply
their knowledge of argument to create a point of
view text for oral presentation.

English
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Unit 3:
Area of Study 1: Reading and Responding to
Texts 
In this area of study, students apply reading and
viewing strategies to critically engage with a text,
considering its dynamics and complexities and
reflecting on the motivations of its characters. They
analyse the ways authors construct meaning
through vocabulary, text structures, language
features and conventions, and the presentation of
ideas. They are provided with opportunities to
understand and explore the historical context, and
the social and cultural values of a text, and
recognise how these elements influence the way a
text is read or viewed, is understood by different
audiences, and positions its readers in different
ways.

Area of Study 2: Creating Texts
In this area of study, students read and engage
imaginatively and critically with mentor texts and
effective and cohesive writing within identified
contexts. Through close reading, students expand
their understanding of the diverse ways that
vocabulary, text structures, language features,
conventions and ideas can interweave to create
compelling texts. They further consider mentor
texts through their understanding of the ways that
purpose, context (including mode), and specific and
situated audiences influence and shape writing.
Students work with mentor texts to inspire their
creative processes, to generate ideas for their
writing, and as models for effective writing. 

Unit 4:
Area of Study 1: Reading and Responding to
Texts
In this area of study, students apply reading and
viewing strategies to engage with a text, and
discuss and analyse the ways authors construct
meaning in a text through the presentation of
ideas, concerns and conflicts, and the use of
vocabulary, text structures and language
features. They engage with the dynamics of a text
and explore the explicit and implicit ideas and
values presented in a text. They recognise and
explain the ways the historical context and social
and cultural values can affect a reader, and
analyse how these social and cultural values are
presented. They establish how these values can
influence the way a text is read or viewed, can be
understood by different audiences, and can
position readers in different ways.

Area of Study 2: Analysing Argument 
For this area of study, students analyse the use of
argument and language, and visuals in texts that
debate a contemporary and significant national
or international issue. They consider the purpose,
audience and context of each text, the
arguments, and the ways written and spoken
language, and visuals are employed for effect.
They analyse the ways all these elements work
together to influence and/or convince an
intended audience. Students apply their
understanding of the use of argument and
language to create a point of view text for oral
presentation. 
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The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical
and creative thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. This study also develops
students’ ability to create and analyse texts, moving from interpretation to reflection and
critical analysis. Through engagement with texts from the contemporary world and from the
past, and using texts from Australia and from other cultures, students studying English
become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators and further develop a
sense of themselves, their world and their place within it. English helps equip students for
participation in a democratic society and the global community. This study will build on the
learning established through AusVELS English in the key discipline concepts of language,
literature and literacy, and the language modes of listening, speaking, reading, viewing and
writing. 

Unit 1:
Students engage in reading and viewing texts
with a focus on personal connections with the
story. They discuss and clarify the ideas and
values presented through character, setting and
plot, and through point of view and/or the voice
of the text. Students also engage with and
develop an understanding of effective writing.
They apply, extend and challenge their
understanding and use of imaginative,
persuasive and informative texts, developing
awareness of context, purpose and audience. 

Unit 2:
Students develop their reading and viewing
skills, including their capacity for inferential
reading and viewing. They practice analytical
writing and build skills to discuss and present
ideas, integrate evidence from a text to support
key points and explore the organisational
structure of formal essays. Additionally,
students consider the way arguments are
developed and delivered in many forms of
media. They closely examine the language and
visuals employed in persuasive texts and offer
an analysis of the intended effect on the
audience. 

Units 3 & 4:
The focus of this subject is on reading and
creating a range of texts both orally and in
writing. Students analyse how authors of texts
create meaning and the different ways in which
texts are created, and create their own texts for a
specific audience, purpose and context. Building
listening comprehension skills is also a
component of the course. Students will also be
required to analyse the use of argument and
persuasion in a text, and deliver a reasoned,
persuasive, oral presentation on an issue. 

English as an Additional Language (EAL)
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Australia has a varied and abundant food supply, and food and cooking have become
prominent in digital media and publishing. Globally, many people do not have access to a
secure and varied food supply and many Australians, amid a variety of influences, consume
food and beverage products that may harm their health. This study examines the
background to this abundance and explores the reasons for our food choices. VCE Food
Studies is designed to build the capacities of students to make informed food choices.
Students develop their understanding of food while acquiring skills that enable them to take
greater ownership of their food decisions and eating patterns. This study complements and
supports further training and employment opportunities in the fields of home economics,
food technology, health sciences, nutrition and dietetics, food manufacturing and hospitality. 

Unit 1: Food Origins
Area of Study 1: students explore food around
the world and how humans have historically
sourced their food, examining the general
progression from hunter-gatherer to rural-based
agriculture, to today’s urban living and global trade
in food. Students consider the origins and
significance of food through inquiry into different
food-producing regions of the world.

Area of Study 2: students focus on Australia. They
look at Australian indigenous food prior to
European settlement and how food patterns have
changed since, particularly through the influence
of food production, processing and manufacturing
industries and immigration. Students investigate
cuisines that are part of Australia’s culinary identity
today and reflect on the concept of an Australian
cuisine.

Unit 2: Food Makers
Area of Study 1: students explore the food
industries within Australia and each step of the
food system. They reflect on the sustainability of
the Australian food supply and its impact on food
security and food sovereignty. Students will
investigate new food products and innovations,
and the processes in place to ensure a safe food
supply.

Area of Study 2: this area of study focuses on
food in the home and small-scale food production.
Students will consider the influence on the
provision and preparation of food in the home.
They will learn and apply food science terminology
relating to the physical and chemical changes that
occur during food preparation.

Unit 3: Food in Daily Life
Area of Study 1: explores the science of food—our
physical need for it and how it nourishes and
sometimes harms our bodies. Students investigate
the science of food appreciation, the physiology of
eating and digestion, and the role of diet on gut
health.

Area of Study 2: focuses on influences on food
choices—how communities, families and
individuals change their eating patterns over time
and how our food values and behaviours develop
within social environments. Students inquire into
the role of food in shaping and expressing identity
and connectedness, and the ways in which food
information can be filtered and manipulated. 

Unit 4: Food Issues, Challenges and Futures
Area of Study 1: students focus on individual
responses to food information and misinformation
and the development of food knowledge, skills and
habits to empower consumers to make discerning
food choices. They also consider the relationship
between food security, food sovereignty and food
citizenship.

Area of Study 2: students focus on issues about
the environment, climate, ecology, ethics, farming
practices, including the use and management of
water and land, the development and application
of innovations and technologies, and the
challenges of food security, food sovereignty, food
safety and food wastage.

Food Studies
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VCE Health and Human Development provides students with the skills and knowledge to
make informed decisions about their own health and to recognise the importance of health
in society. In undertaking this study, they will be able to actively participate in making
appropriate choices that allow for good health and be able to seek appropriate advice. VCE
Health and Human Development enables students to understand the current ideologies of
health and human development in contemporary society.

Unit 1: Understanding Health and Wellbeing
In this unit, students explore health and
wellbeing as a concept with varied and evolving
perspectives and definitions. They come to
understand that it occurs in many contexts and
is subject to a wide range of interpretations,
with different meanings for different people. As
a foundation to their understanding of health,
students investigate the World Health
Organization’s (WHO) definition and other
interpretations. They also explore the
fundamental conditions required for health as
stated by the WHO, which provide a social
justice lens for exploring health inequities.

In this unit, students identify perspectives
relating to health and wellbeing, and inquire into
factors that influence health attitudes, beliefs
and practices, including among Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

Unit 2: Managing Health and Development
In this unit, students investigate transitions in
health and wellbeing, and human development,
from lifespan and societal perspectives. They
explore the changes and expectations that are
integral to the progression from youth to
adulthood. Students apply health literacy skills
through an examination of adulthood as a time
of increasing independence and responsibility,
involving the establishment of long-term
relationships, possible considerations of
parenthood and management of health-related
milestones and changes.

Students explore health literacy through an
investigation of the Australian healthcare system
from the perspective of youth and analyse
health information.

Unit 3: Australia’s Health in a Globalised World
In this unit, students look at health and wellbeing,
disease and illness as being multidimensional,
dynamic and subject to different interpretations
and contexts. They explore health and wellbeing
as a global concept and take a broader approach
to inquiry. Students consider the benefits of
optimal health and wellbeing and its importance
as an individual and a collective resource. They
extend this to health as a universal right,
analysing and evaluating variations in the health
status of Australians. Students focus on health
promotion and improvements in population
health over time.

Unit 4: Health and Human Development in a
Global Context
In this unit, students examine health and human
development in a global context. They use data to
investigate health status and human
development in different countries, exploring
factors that contribute to health inequalities
between and within countries, including the
physical, social and economic conditions in which
people live. Students build their understanding of
health in a global context through examining
changes in health status over time and studying
the key concept of sustainability. They consider
the health implications of increased globalisation
and worldwide trends relating to climate change,
digital technologies, world trade, tourism, conflict
and the mass movement of people.

Students consider global action to improve health
and human development, focusing on the United
Nations’ (UN’s) Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and the goals and objectives of the World
Health Organization (WHO). They also investigate
the role of non-government organisations and
Australia’s overseas aid program.

Health and Human Development
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History is the practice of understanding and making meaning of the past. Students learn
about their historical past, their shared history and the people, ideas and events that have
created present societies. It builds a conceptual and historical framework within which
students can develop an understanding of the issues of their own time and place. It develops
the skills necessary to analyse visual, oral and written records. The study of history draws
links between contemporary society and its history, in terms of its social and political
institutions, and language. It sets accounts of the past within the framework of the values
and interests of that time.

Unit 1:
World War I can be seen as marking the
beginning of 20th century history. The war
caused changes throughout the world that had
an impact for many decades afterwards. The
world was reshaped after the war, through
treaties, new national borders, political
movements and ideologies. The period between
the two world wars was characterised by
change. Some of these changes were positive,
particularly in the 1920s. 

Unit 2:
After World War II, the United Nations was
created in an effort to promote international
cooperation to resolve political tensions and
address threats to human life and safety.
Despite this, the second half of the 20th century
was dominated by the Cold War, a competition
between capitalism and communism,
championed by America and Russia respectively.
The second half of the 20th century was also a
period of change and challenges to the
established social and political systems. Former
colonies in Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the
Pacific made moves towards independence
through both military and diplomatic means.

Units 3 & 4:
In Units 3 and 4 Revolutions, students investigate
the significant historical causes and
consequences of political revolution. The
students will look at how people have rebelled to
overthrow government systems and bring about
changes in the political and social structures of
society. Students will examine how communities
have fared post-revolution and examine cases
that have resulted in violence, oppression and
terror. Students will construct extended
arguments and examine primary sources as
evidence and the extent to which the revolution
brought change to the lives of people. The focus
of these studies will be on the French Revolution
of 1789 and The Russian Revolution of October
1917.

History
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The study of VCE Legal Studies enables students to become active and informed citizens by
providing them with valuable insights into their relationship with the law and the legal
system. They develop knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence and ability to
access and participate in the legal system. Students come to appreciate how legal systems
and processes aim to achieve social cohesion, and how they themselves can create positive
changes to laws and the legal system.

Unit 1: The Presumption of Innocence
In this unit, students develop an understanding
of legal foundations, such as the different types
and sources of law, the characteristics of an
effective law, and an overview of parliament and
the courts. Students are introduced to and apply
the principles of justice. They investigate key
concepts of criminal law and apply these to
actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to
determine whether an accused may be found
guilty of a crime. In doing this, students develop
an appreciation of the manner in which legal
principles and information are used in making
reasoned judgments and conclusions about the
culpability of an accused. Students also develop
an appreciation of how a criminal case is
determined, and the types and purposes of
sanctions. Students apply their understanding of
how criminal cases are resolved and the
effectiveness of sanctions through consideration
of recent criminal cases from the past four
years.

Unit 3: Rights and Justice
In this unit, students examine the methods and
institutions in the justice system and consider
their appropriateness in determining criminal
cases and resolving civil disputes. Students
consider the Magistrates’ Court, County Court
and Supreme Court within the Victorian court
hierarchy, as well as other Victorian legal
institutions and bodies available to assist with
cases. Students explore matters such as the
rights available to an accused and to victims in
the criminal justice system, the roles of the judge,
jury, legal practitioners and the parties, and the
ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve their
purposes. Students investigate the extent to
which the principles of justice are upheld in the
justice system. 

Unit 4: The People, the Law and Reform
In this unit, students explore how the Australian
Constitution establishes the law-making powers
of the Commonwealth and state parliaments, and
how they protect the Australian people through
structures that act as a check on Parliament in
law-making. Students develop an understanding
of the significance of the High Court in protecting
and interpreting the Australian Constitution. They
investigate parliament and the courts, and the
relationship between the two in law-making, and
consider the roles of the individual, the media
and law reform bodies in influencing changes to
the law, and past and future constitutional
reform. Throughout this unit, students apply legal
reasoning and information to actual and/or
hypothetical scenarios.

Unit 2: Wrongs and Rights
In this unit, students investigate key concepts of
civil law and apply these to actual and/or
hypothetical scenarios to determine whether a
party is liable in a civil dispute. Students explore
different areas of civil law and the methods and
institutions that may be used to resolve a civil
dispute and provide remedies. They apply
knowledge through an investigation of civil cases
from the past four years. Students also develop
an understanding of how human rights are
protected in Australia and possible reforms to the
protection of rights and investigate a
contemporary human rights issue in Australia,
with a specific focus on one case study.

Legal Studies
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Throughout this study, students deepend their awareness of the historical, social and
cultural influences that shape texts and their understanding of themselves as readers.
Students expand their frameworks for exploring literature by considering literary forms and
features, engaging with language, and refining their insight into authorial choices. Students
immerse themselves in challenging fiction and non-fiction texts, discovering and
experimenting with a variety of interpretations in order to develop their own responses.

Unit 1: Approaches to Literature
Area of Study 1 – Reading Practices
In this area of study, students consider how
language, structure and stylistic choices are used
in different literary forms and types of text. They
consider both print and non-print texts, reflecting
on the contribution of form and style to meaning.
Students reflect on the degree to which points of
view, experiences and contexts shape their own
and others’ interpretations of text. 

Students closely examine the literary forms,
features and language of texts. They begin to
identify and explore textual details, including
language and features, to develop a close analysis
response to a text.

Area of Study 2 – Exploration of Literary
Movements and Genres
In this area of study, students explore the
concerns, ideas, style and conventions common
to a distinctive type of literature seen in literary
movements or genres. Examples of these
groupings include literary movements and/or
genres such as modernism, epic, tragedy and
magic realism, as well as more popular or
mainstream genres and subgenres such as crime,
romances and science fiction. Students explore
texts from the selected movement or genre,
identifying and examining attributes, patterns
and similarities that locate each text within that
grouping. Students engage with the ideas and
concerns shared by the texts through language,
settings, narrative structures and
characterisation, and they experiment with the
assumptions and representations embedded in
the texts. Students must study at least one
complete text alongside multiple samples of
other texts from the selected movement or
genre.

Unit 2: Wrongs and Rights
Area of Study 1 – Voices of Country
In this area of study, students explore the voices,
perspectives and knowledge of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander authors and creators. They
consider the interconnectedness of place, culture
and identity through the experiences, texts and
voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples, including connections to Country, the
impact of colonisation and its ongoing
consequences, and issues of reconciliation and
reclamation. Students examine representations
of culture and identity in Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples’ texts and the ways in
which these texts present voices and perspectives
that explore and challenge assumptions and
stereotypes arising from colonisation. Students
acknowledge and reflect on a range of Australian
views and values (including their own) through a
text(s). Within that exploration, students consider
stories about the Austrailan landscape and
culture.

Area of Study 2 – The Text in Its Context
In this area of study, students focus on the text its
historical, social and cultural context. Students
reflect on representations of a specific time
period and/or culture within a text. Students
explore the text to understand its point of view
and what it reflects or comments on. They
identify the language and the representations in
the text that reflect the specific time period
and/or culture, its ideas and concepts. Students
develop an understanding that contextual
meaning is already implicitly or explicitly
inscribed in a text and that textual details and
structures can be scrutinised to illustrate its
significance. Students develop the ability to
analyse language closely, recognising that words
have historical and cultural import. 

Literature
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Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure. It
provides both a framework for thinking and a means of symbolic communication that is
powerful, logical, concise and unambiguous and a means by which people can understand
and manage their environment. Essential mathematical activities include abstracting,
providing, applying, investigating, modelling and problem-solving.

General Mathematics Units 1 & 2:
Units 1 & 2 General Mathematics caters to a
range of student interests and prepares for the
study of Units 3 & 4 General Mathematics in
Year 12. Areas of study include ‘Data analysis,
probability and statistics’, ‘Algebra, number and
structure’, ‘Function, relations and graphs’,
‘Discrete mathematics, and Space and
measurement’. In undertaking these units,
students will apply techniques, routines and
processes, with the use of CAS technology.

Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2:
Units 1 & 2 Mathematical Methods are designed
to provide an introductory study of simple
functions, algebra, calculus, probability and
statistics. Both Units 1 & 2 have the same four
areas of study (Functions, Relations and Graphs;
Algebra, Number and Structure; Calculus; Data
Analysis, Probability and Statistics); however, the
focus for these areas of study changes between
units. In undertaking these units, students will
apply techniques, routines and processes, with
and without the use of CAS technology.

Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4:
Units 3 & 4 Mathematical Methods extends on
the skills and knowledge that students developed
in Units 1 & 2 Mathematical Methods. Areas of
study include: ‘Functions, Relations and Graphs’,
‘Algebra, Number and Structure’, ‘Calculus’, and
‘Data Analysis, Probability and Statistics’. In
undertaking these units, students will apply
techniques, routines and processes, with and
without the use of CAS technology.

Assumed knowledge and skills for Units 3 & 4
Mathematical Methods are contained in Units 1 &
2 Mathematical Methods, and will be drawn on,
as applicable, in the development of related
content from the areas of study. 

General Mathematics Units 3 & 4:
Units 3 & 4 General Mathematics extends on the
skills and knowledge that students developed in
Units 1 & 2 General Mathematics. With a focus on
the real-life application of mathematics, topics
studied include ‘Data analysis’, ‘Recursion and
financial modelling’, ‘Matrices’, and ‘Networks and
decision mathematics’. In undertaking these
units, students will apply techniques, routines
and processes, with the use of CAS technology.
Assumed knowledge and skills for Units 3 & 4
General Mathematics are contained in Units 1 & 2
General Mathematics, and will be drawn on, as
applicable, in the development of related content
from the areas of study. 

Specialist Mathematics Units 1 & 2:
Units 1 & 2 Specialist Mathematics provides a
course of study for students who wish to
undertake an in-depth study of mathematics,
with an emphasis on concepts, skills and
processes related to mathematical structure,
modelling, problem-solving, reasoning and proof.
Areas of study include: ‘Algebra, Number and
Structure’, ‘Discrete Mathematics’, ‘Data Analysis,
Probability and Statistics’, ‘Functions, Relations
and Graphs’, and ‘Space and Measurement’. In
undertaking these units, students will apply
techniques, routines and processes, with and
without the use of CAS technology.

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4:
Units 3 & 4 Specialist Mathematics extends on the
skills and knowledge that students developed in
Units 1 & 2 Specialist Mathematics. Areas of study
include ‘Discrete Mathematics’, ‘Functions,
Relations and Graphs’, ‘Algebra, Number and
Structure’, ‘Calculus’, ‘Space and Measurement’
and ‘Data Analysis, Probability and Statistics’. In
undertaking these units, students will apply
techniques, routines and processes, with and
without the use of CAS technology.

Mathematics
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VCE Media provides students with the opportunity to analyse media forms and concepts in
an informed and critical way. Students consider media films, advertising, photography,
technologies and processes from various perspectives, including an analysis of structure and
features. They examine industry production and distribution context, audience reception
and the media’s contribution to and impact on society. This aspect of the study is integrated
with the individual and collaborative design and production of media representations and
products. 

Unit 2: Narrative Across Media Forms
In Unit 2, you will dive into film production and
explore the way the best of the best make their
masterpieces. Then you get the chance to make
your own. You will develop an awareness of the
specialist production stages and roles within the
collaborative organisation of media production.
Working in teams, you will get the chance to
develop your own Horror film that will be
designed, produced and screened to a school
audience. In addition to this, you will explore the
work of Media professionals in film, photography,
television and social media to determine how
stories are told across a range of media
platforms. Finally, you will examine how digital
technology has reshaped the modern media
landscape in social media, internet piracy and
media regulation. 

Unit 1: Media Forms, Representations and
Australian Stories
In this unit, students develop an understanding of
audiences and the core concepts underpinning
the construction of representations and meaning
in different media forms. Learning about
audiences as producers and consumers of media
products. Through analysing the structure of
narratives, students consider the impact of media
creators and institutions on production. Students
develop an understanding of the features of
Australian fictional and non-fictional narratives in
different media forms. They experience the
voices and stories of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander creators to gain an understanding and
appreciation of how their stories contribute to
our cultural identity.

Unit 3: Media Narratives, Contexts and Pre-
production
In this unit, students explore stories that circulate
in society through a close analysis of a media
narrative. Through the close analysis of a media
narrative, students develop media language and
terminology and a deeper understanding of how
codes and narrative conventions are combined in
a narrative. They study how social, historical,
institutional, cultural, economic and political
contexts may influence the construction of media
narratives and audience readings. Students will
begin researching, experimenting with and
designing their own media production that will be
constructed and presented to an audience in Unit
4. Students will develop independent, practical
tasks that will be explored in the production.
Productions can be any of the following:
photography, print-based, digital/hybridised, film
or podcast/audio production.

Unit 4: Media Production; Agency and Control in
and Out of the Media
Unit 4 is the culmination of theoretical and
practical skills in Media. Students begin the
production of their media product from the
Media Production Design created in Unit 3.
Working independently to organise, create and
release their own product, they will experience
the entire production process first-hand and walk
away with a product folio to take to further study
and employment opportunities. Students will also
explore the contemporary media environment
and examine how much agency audiences wield
in an ever-shifting environment of government
and institutional control of the media. Examining
social media, privacy and data, content regulation
and the legal and ethical issues that dominate the
modern media landscape.

Media



CSC Year 10 & VCE Curriculum Handbook 2026 Page | 43

VCE Music offers students opportunities to perform, create and study music across a range
of genres, cultures and historical contexts. Students select their instrument as a study in
which they develop their solo performance skills, and also rehearse and perform in
ensembles. Students develop knowledge of stylistic, aesthetic and expressive qualities, in
addition to becoming familiar with musical characteristics whilst developing their ability to
communicate their understanding through music making: performing, composing, arranging
and/or improvising. They further develop their musicianship, including aural perception,
analysis of musical works, performances and music language.

Units 1 & 2:
In this unit, students explore and develop their
understanding of how music is organised.
Students will work through three connected areas
of study. These are Performing, Creating and
Analysing and Responding. Students study two
significant major music works across the unit.
These form the basis of their other work.
Students’ performances are inspired and
informed by recordings of these works. Students
arrange and/or compose based on the use of the
elements of music in the major musical works.
Alongside these two creative endeavours is the
analysis of the works. Students examine why
these works are significant and respected by
analysing the structures within the work. They
examine features such as melody, harmony,
rhythm and texture. This knowledge is expressed
through written responses and graphic
representation tasks.

Units 3 & 4:
This study offers pathways for students whose
performance practice includes embellishment
and/or improvisation, uses collaborative and
aural practices in learning, often takes recordings
as a primary text, and projects a personal voice.
Students study the work of other performers and
analyse their approaches to interpretation and
how personal voice can be developed through
reimagining existing music works. They refine
selected strategies to enhance their own
approach to performance.

Students identify technical, expressive and
stylistic challenges relevant to works they are
preparing for performance and endeavour to
address these challenges. They listen and
respond to a wide range of music by a variety of
performers in contemporary styles. They also
study music language concepts such as scales,
harmony and rhythmic materials that relate to
contemporary music.

Music
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The study of VCE Physical Education enables students to integrate a contemporary
understanding of the theoretical underpinnings of performance and participation in physical
activity with practical application. Through engagement in physical activities, VCE Physical
Education enables students to develop the knowledge and skills required to critically
evaluate influences that affect their own and others’ performance and participation in
physical activity. 

Unit 1: The Human Body in Motion
Students explore how the musculoskeletal and
cardiorespiratory systems work together to
produce movement. Through practical activities,
students explore the relationships between the
body systems and physical activity, sport and
exercise, and how the systems adapt and adjust
to the demands of the activity. Students
investigate the role and function of the main
structures in each system and how they respond
to physical activity, sport and exercise. They
explore how the capacity and functioning of each
system acts as an enabler or barrier to movement
and participation in physical activity. 

Unit 3: Movement Skills and Energy for Physical
Activity
Students analyse movement by looking at the
biomechanical and skill acquisition principles
enabling specific movements and skills to be
improved. Students use practical activities to
demonstrate how the correct application of these
principles can lead to improved performance in
physical activity and sport. Students investigate
the relative contribution and interplay of the
three energy systems to performance in physical
activity, sport and exercise. In particular, they
investigate the characteristics of each system and
the interplay of the systems during physical
activity. Students explore the causes of fatigue
and consider different strategies used to
postpone fatigue and promote recovery.

Unit 2: Physical Activity, Sport and Society
Students develop an understanding of physical
activity, sport and society from a participatory
perspective. Students are introduced to types of
physical activity and the role participation in
physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays in
their own health and wellbeing as well as in other
people’s lives in different population groups.
Students investigate individual and population-
based consequences of physical inactivity and
sedentary behaviour. 

Unit 4: Training to Improve Performance
Students analyse movement skills from a
physiological, psychological and sociocultural
perspective, and apply relevant training principles
and methods to improve performance within
physical activity at an individual, club and elite
level. Improvements in performance, in particular
fitness, depend on the ability of the individual
and/or coach to gain, apply and evaluate
knowledge and understanding of training.
Students analyse skill frequencies, movement
patterns, heart rates and work to rest ratios to
determine the requirements of an activity.
Students consider the physiological, psychological
and sociological requirements of training to
design and evaluate an effective training
program.

Physical Education
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Year 11 and 12 students can take on an internal VET subject as part of their VCE. The course
offered is: 

VET - Sports Coaching

Students who complete this program will develop a variety of skills and the knowledge to contribute to
sport at the community and school level in assistant coaching or official roles. The program includes
practical coaching and officiating experience that will challenge and ultimately build student
confidence and decision-making skills. The opportunity also exists for students to improve their own
sporting performance by learning about physical conditioning. This flexible program allows teachers
to incorporate their own sporting/fitness experience and knowledge to tailor the practical experiences
to manage classes that include varied sporting abilities and meet student learning needs.

VET (Vocational Education & Training)
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Physics is a natural science based on observations, experiments, measurements and
mathematical analysis with the purpose of finding quantitative explanations for phenomena
occurring from the subatomic scale through to the planets, stellar systems and galaxies in
the universe. While much scientific understanding in physics has stood the test of time, many
other areas continue to evolve. In undertaking this study, students develop their
understanding of the roles of careful and systematic experimentation and modelling in the
development of theories and laws. They undertake practical activities and apply physics
principles to explain and quantify both natural and constructed phenomena. 

Units 1 & 2:
The study of VCE Physics involves investigating,
understanding and explaining the behaviour of
physical phenomena in the Universe. Models,
including mathematical models, are used to
explore, simplify and predict how physical
systems behave at varying scales from the very
small (quantum and particle physics) through to
the very large (astronomy and cosmology). 

Conceptual understanding is developed as
students study topics including light, atomic
physics, radiation, thermal physics, electricity,
fields, mechanics, quantum physics and the
nature of energy and matter. 

An important feature of undertaking a VCE
science study is the opportunity for students to
engage in a range of scientific investigation
methodologies, develop key science skills, and
interrogate the links between theory, knowledge
and practice. Students work collaboratively as
well as independently on a range of tasks
involving experiments, fieldwork, case studies,
classification and identification, modelling,
simulations, literature reviews, and the
development of a product, process or system. 

Unit 3:
In this unit, students use Newton’s laws to
investigate motion in one and two dimensions.
They explore the concept of the field as a model
used by physicists to explain observations of the
motion of objects not in apparent contact.
Students compare and contrast three
fundamental fields—gravitational, magnetic and
electric—and how they relate to one another.
They consider the importance of the field to the
motion of particles within the field. Students
examine the production of electricity and its
delivery to homes. They explore fields in relation
to the transmission of electricity over large
distances and in the design and operation of
particle accelerators. 

Unit 4:
In this unit, students examine the limitations of
the wave model in describing light behaviour and
use a particle model to better explain some
observations of light. Matter, that was once
explained using a particle model, is re-imagined
using a wave model. Students are challenged to
think beyond how they experience the physical
world of their everyday lives to thinking from a
new perspective, as they imagine the relativistic
world of length contraction and time dilation
when motion approaches the speed of light. They
are invited to wonder about how Einstein’s
revolutionary thinking allowed the development
of modern-day devices such as the GPS.

Physics
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Designers play an important part in our daily lives. They determine the form and function of
the products we use and transform ideas into drawings and plans for the creation of
products that fulfil human needs and wants. Students also consider sustainability issues.
Students consider the consequences of product design choices and develop skills to critically
analyse existing products and develop their own creative solutions. VCE Product Design and
Technology offers students a range of career pathways in design in fields such as industrial,
transport, service, interior and exhibition, engineering, fashion, furniture, jewellery, textile
and ceramics, at both professional and vocational levels.

Unit 1: Design Practice
This unit focuses on the work of designers across
relevant specialisations in product design.
Students explore how designers collaborate and
work in teams; they consider the processes that
designers use to conduct research and the
techniques they employ to generate ideas and
design products. In doing this, they practise using
their critical, creative and speculative thinking
strategies.

Unit 4: Production and Evaluation of Ethical
Designs
Area of Study 1: students continue to make the
product designed in Unit 3, using materials, tools
and processes safely and responsibly.
Throughout the production process, they monitor
and record their progress during the
implementation of their scheduled production
plan and justify decisions and modifications, if
and when necessary.

Area of Study 2: students evaluate their product
and a range of existing products using criteria,
data and feedback. They speculate on how
designers can be future-focused, innovative and
entrepreneurial by suggesting and justifying
possible product enhancements and/or
improvements based on this evaluation. 

Unit 2: Positive Impacts for End Users
Designers should look outward, both locally and
globally, to research the diverse needs of end
users. They should explore how inclusive product
design solutions can support belonging, access,
usability and equity. In this unit, students
specifically examine social and/or physical
influences on design. They formulate a profile of
an end user(s), research and explore the specific
needs or opportunities of the end user(s) and
make an inclusive product that has a positive
impact on belonging, access, usability and/or
equity.

Unit 3: Ethical Product Design and Development
Area of Study 1: students examine a range of
factors that influence the design, development
and production of products within industrial
settings. Students research and investigate
designs across a range of specialisations, they
consider influences on product design when
addressing ethical considerations for end users.

Area of Study 2: students use design thinking to
formulate a design brief that addresses a need or
opportunity related to ethical product design.

Area of Study 3: students explore the physicality
of product concepts through developing
prototypes to select and justify the chosen
product concept and a final proof of concept.
Students develop a scheduled production plan to
manage the resources in a design process and
implement this to make their product safely.

Product Design and Technology: Wood
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Psychology provides students with a framework for exploring the complex interactions
between biological, psychological and social factors that influence human thought, emotions
and behaviour. In undertaking this study, students apply their learning to everyday
situations, including work and social relations. They gain insights into a range of
psychological health issues in society. In VCE Psychology, students develop a range of inquiry
skills involving practical experimentation and research, analytical skills including critical and
creative thinking, and communication skills.

Unit 1: How are Behaviour and Mental Processes
Shaped?
In this unit, students examine the complex nature
of psychological development, including
situations where psychological development may
not occur as expected. Students examine the
contribution that classical and contemporary
knowledge from Western and non-Western
societies, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, has made to an understanding
of psychological development and to the
development of psychological models and
theories that are used to predict and explain the
development of thoughts, emotions and
behaviours. Unit 4: How is Wellbeing Developed and

Maintained?
In this unit, students explore the demand for
sleep and the influences of sleep on mental
wellbeing. They consider the biological
mechanisms that regulate sleep and the
relationship between rapid eye movement (REM)
and non-rapid eye movement (NREM) sleep
across the lifespan. They also study the impact
that changes to a person’s sleep-wake cycle and
sleep hygiene have on a person’s psychological
functioning and consider the contribution that
classical and contemporary research has made to
the understanding of sleep.

Unit 2: How Do Internal and External Factors
Influence Behaviour and Mental Processes?
In this unit, students evaluate the role social
cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, perception
of themselves and relationships with others.
Students explore a variety of factors and contexts
that can influence the behaviour of individuals
and groups, recognising that different cultural
groups have different experiences and values.
Students are encouraged to consider Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people’s experiences
within Australian society and how these
experiences may affect psychological functioning.
Students examine the contribution that classical
and contemporary research has made to the
understanding of human perception and why
individuals and groups behave in specific ways.

Unit 3: How Does Experience Affect Behaviour
and Mental Processes?
Students investigate how the human nervous
system enables a person to interact with the
world around them. They explore how stress may
affect a person’s psychological functioning and
consider stress as a psychobiological process,
including emerging research into the relationship
between the gut and the brain in psychological
functioning. Students investigate how
mechanisms of learning and memory lead to the
acquisition of knowledge and the development of
new and changed behaviours.

Psychology
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Theatre Studies at VCE level aims to expose students to a wide range of theatrical styles,
from the pre-modern to the modern era. Students are exposed to a variety of script
excerpts, theatrical styles and theatre technologies. The course scaffolds students from the
exploration and acquisition of both performance skills (acting) and design skills (lighting, set
design, costume and makeup, stage management) to the interpretation and realisation of a
full play for performance. Theatre Studies is an excellent opportunity to formulate and follow
through on an artistic vision. 

Unit 1:
This unit focuses on the application of acting,
direction and design in relation to theatre styles
from the pre-modern era, that is, works prior to
1945. Students creatively and imaginatively work
in production roles with scripts from the pre-
modern era of theatre, focusing on at least two
distinct theatre styles and their conventions. They
study innovations in theatre production in the
pre-modern era and apply this knowledge to their
own works. Students develop knowledge and
skills about theatre production processes
including dramaturgy, planning, development
and performance to an audience and apply this
to their work.

Unit 4:
In this unit, students study a scene and an
associated monologue. They initially develop an
interpretation of the prescribed scene. This work
includes exploring theatrical possibilities and
using dramaturgy across the three stages of the
production process. Students then develop a
creative and imaginative interpretation of the
monologue that is embedded in the specified
scene. To realise their interpretation, they work in
production roles as an actor and director, or as a
designer. Students’ work for Areas of Study 1 and
2 is supported through analysis of a performance
they attend.

Unit 2:

This unit focuses on the application of acting,

direction and design in relation to theatre styles

from the modern era, that is, 1945 to the present.

Students creatively and imaginatively work in

production roles with scripts from the modern

era of theatre, focusing on at least two distinct

theatre styles. They study innovations in theatre

production in the modern era and apply this

knowledge to their own works. Students develop

knowledge and skills about theatre production

processes including dramaturgy, planning,

development and performance to an audience

and apply this to their work. They study safe and

ethical working practices in theatre production

and develop skills in performance analysis, which

they apply to the analysis and evaluation of a play

in performance.

Unit 3:
In this unit, students develop an interpretation of
a script through the three stages of the theatre
production process: planning, development and
presentation. Students specialise in two
production roles, working collaboratively,
creatively and imaginatively to realise the
production of a script. They use knowledge
developed during this process to analyse and
evaluate the ways work in production roles can
be used to interpret script excerpts previously
unstudied. Students develop knowledge and
apply elements of theatre composition and safe
and ethical working practices in the theatre.
Students attend a performance selected from the
prescribed VCE Theatre Studies Unit 3 Playlist and
analyse and evaluate the interpretation of the
script in the performance.

Theatre Studies
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This study is intended to assist students in the understanding, use and interpretation of a
range of visual communications. It involves a study of the vocabulary and grammar of visual
communication, which includes an understanding of, and application of, drawing and
drawing conventions, design elements, and principles and function of design in
communication. The study also provides the opportunity to develop an informed, critical and
discriminating approach to visual communications encountered in everyday life. Visual
Communication is a course suited for those who are interested in Graphic Design,
Architecture or Product Design.

Unit 1: Finding, Reframing and Resolving Design
Problems
In this unit, students are introduced to the
practices and processes used by designers to
identify, reframe and resolve human-centred
design problems. They learn how design can
improve life and living for people, communities
and societies, and how understandings of good
design have changed over time. This process of
discovery introduces students to the phases of
the visual communication design process and to
the modes of divergent and convergent thinking. 

Unit 4: Delivering Design Solutions
Students continue with their SAT portfolio. They
will select a handful of ideas to develop, evaluate,
refine and share with others for further review.
An iterative cycle is undertaken as students
rework ideas, revisit research and review design
criteria defined in the brief. They will then create
two final presentations, such as 3D models and
digital drawings that fulfil the needs and
constraints of the brief. When design concepts
are resolved, students devise a pitch to
communicate and justify their design decisions,
before responding to feedback through a series
of final refinements.

Unit 2: Design Contexts and Connections
Unit 2 builds on the understanding of visual
communication practices developed in Unit 1.
Students draw on conceptions of good design,
human-centred research methods and influential
design factors as they revisit the visual
communication design process, applying the
model in its entirety. Students adopt the practices
of design specialists working in fields such as
architecture, landscape architecture and interior
design while discovering the role of the
interactive designer in the realm of user
experience (UX). Student learning activities
highlight the connections between design and its
context, and the emotive potential of interactive
design experiences in both physical and digital
spaces.

Unit 3: Visual Communication in Design Practice
In this unit, students explore and experience the
ways in which designers work, while also
analysing the work that they design. Through a
study of contemporary designers practising in
one or more fields of design practice, students
gain deep insights into the processes used to
design messages, objects, environments and/or
interactive experiences. Students will then
embark on their SAT portfolio, developing a brief
with their teacher, and then researching and
generating ideas for their presentations.  

Visual Communication Design
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Unit 1 
Area of Study: Literacy for Personal Use
This area of study focuses on the structures and
features of a range of texts—print, visual and film
—and the reasons readers have for engaging with
texts. Students will read/watch a variety of texts
for a personal purpose, such as finding
information. Texts will be chosen from a range of
local and global perspectives, including First
Nations peoples and multicultural perspectives,
which will include film, TV, online videos, song,
poetry, biographies and digital content, and other
texts of interest to the cohort. Students will read
texts that serve a variety of purposes, from
everyday content written to convey information,
to texts written for specific workplaces or
educational settings. Students will employ a
variety of strategies to develop their
understanding of the purpose and key ideas
within the written and spoken language. They will
extend their knowledge of the layout and format
of a range of text types and use indexes,
headings, subheadings, chapter titles and blurbs
to locate and extract information.

Unit 2 
Area of Study: Responding to Opinions
In this area of study, students practise their use
of persuasive language and participate in the
discussion of issues, either in print, orally or via a
digital platform. Students consider their own
perspectives on issues and develop reasoned and
logical responses to these discussions in a
respectful and thoughtful manner. Students
consider the arguments presented and critically
analyse the language, evidence and logic of the
arguments of others so they can create their own
responses. In constructing their own responses,
students select evidence to support their
viewpoint. In developing responses, students
draft, revise, check and edit their writing to
improve the clarity and meaning of the work.

Unit 3 
Area Study of 1: Accessing and Understanding
Informational, Organisational and Procedural
Texts
In this area of study, students will become familiar
with and develop confidence in understanding and
accessing texts of an informational, organisational
or procedural nature. 

These texts should reflect real-life situations
encountered by students and be representative
of the sorts of texts students will encounter in a
vocational setting or workplace, or for their
health and participation in the community.

Area of Study 2: Creating and Responding to
Informational, Organisational and Procedural
Texts
This area of study focuses on texts about an
individual’s rights and responsibilities within
organisations, workplaces and vocational groups.
Students read and respond to a variety of
technical content from a vocational, workplace or
organisational setting of their choice,
demonstrating an understanding of how these
texts inform and shape the organisations they
interact with.

Unit 4
Area of Study 1: Understanding and Engaging
with Literacy for Advocacy
Students will consider which elements are
important for creating a ‘brand’ (including
personal branding) and how different texts,
images, products and multimedia platforms work
together to produce one central message to
influence an audience. Students will compare and
contrast the ways in which the same message can
be presented through different platforms and
participate in discussions that consider the
effectiveness of these messages, considering
their purpose and the social and workplace
values associated with them.

Area of Study 2: Speaking to Advise or
Advocate
In this area of study, students will use their
knowledge and understanding of language,
context and audience to complete an oral
presentation that showcases their learning. The
presentation needs to be developed in
consultation with the teacher and should focus
on an area of student interest with a clearly
stated vocational or personal focus. Students are
encouraged to connect this area of study to their
learning in Unit 4 of either Work Related Skills or
Personal Development Skills.

Vocational Major Literacy
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Units 1 & 2:
Units 1 & 2 Foundation Mathematics provides
students with the mathematical knowledge, skills,
understanding and dispositions to solve
problems in real contexts for a range of
workplace, personal, further learning, and
community settings relevant to contemporary
society. In undertaking these units, students will
apply techniques, routines and processes, with
and without the use of technology.

Units 3 & 4:
In Units 3 and 4 students further develop,
enhance and extend their numeracy practices to
make sense of their personal, public and
vocational lives. Students extend their
mathematical skills with consideration of their
local, community, national and global
environments and contexts, and use of,
evaluation and justification of appropriate
technologies. These units provide students with a
broad range of mathematical knowledge, skills
and understanding to solve problems in real
contexts for a range of workplace, personal,
further learning and community settings relevant
to contemporary society.

Vocational Major Numeracy
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Unit 1: Careers and Learning for the Future
This unit recognises the importance of sourcing
reliable information relating to future education
and employment prospects to engage in effective
pathway planning and decision-making. Students
will investigate information relating to future
employment, including entry-level pathways,
emerging industries, and growth industries and
trends, and evaluate the impact of pursuing
employment in different industries. Students will
reflect on this research in the context of their
individual skills, capabilities and education and/or
employment goals. They will develop and apply
strategies to communicate their findings.

Unit 3: Industrial Relations, Workplace
Environment and Practice
This unit focuses on the core elements of a
healthy, collaborative, inclusive and harmonious
workplace and is separated into three main
areas:

wellbeing, culture and the employee–
employer relationship;
workplace relations; and
communication and collaboration.

Students will learn how to maintain positive
working relationships with colleagues and
employers, understanding the characteristics of a
positive workplace culture and its relationship to
business success. They will investigate key areas
relating to workplace relations, including
methods for determining pay and conditions,
workplace bullying, workplace discrimination,
workplace harassment and dispute resolution.
Students will discover how teamwork and
communication skills contribute to healthy,
collegiate and productive workplaces. 

Unit 2: Workplace Skills and Capabilities
As the nature of work changes over time, so do
the skills and capabilities needed for success.
Fundamental to achieving personal goals relating
to future education and employment is the ability
to recognise and develop individual skills and
capabilities that are valued in a chosen pathway.
In this unit, students will consider the distinction
between essential employability skills, specialist
and technical work skills and personal
capabilities, and understand the importance of
training and development to support the
attainment and transferability of skills. Students
will collect evidence and artefacts relating to their
personal skills and capabilities and promote them
through resumes, cover letters and interview
preparation.

Unit 4: Portfolio Preparation and Presentation
Portfolios are a practical and tangible way for a
person to communicate relevant skills,
experiences and capabilities to education
providers and future employers. In this unit,
students will develop and apply their knowledge
and skills relating to portfolios, including the
features and characteristics of a high-quality
physical and/or digital portfolio. The unit
culminates in the formal presentation of a
completed portfolio in a panel-style interview and
an evaluation of the end product.

Vocational Major Work Related Skills
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Unit 1: Healthy Individuals
This unit focuses on the development of personal
identity and individual pathways to optimal
health and wellbeing. It begins with concepts of
personal identity and the range of factors that
contribute to an individual’s perception of self
and individual health and wellbeing. Students will
use these findings to enhance an understanding
of community cohesion, community engagement
and how a sense of identity may affect outcomes
in different contexts. Students will investigate the
elements of emotional intelligence and begin to
develop an awareness of interrelationships
between communities and the health and
wellbeing of individuals.

Students will investigate local health-promoting
organisations and resources and play an active,
participatory role in designing and implementing
activities or mechanisms to improve health and
wellbeing. This unit highlights the importance of
critical and creative thinking and clear
communication as individuals explore personal
identity and the role of community. Students will
examine relationships between technologies and
health and wellbeing, and develop tools for
analysing the reliability, validity and accuracy of
information and the efficacy of health messages.

Students will investigate how communities may
be called upon to support individual members
and identify effective strategies for creating
positive community change. They will plan,
implement and evaluate an active response to an
individual’s need for community support.

Unit 2: Connecting with Community
This unit focuses on the benefits of community
participation and how people can work together
effectively to achieve a shared goal. It begins with
definitions of community and different types of
communities at a local, national and global level.
Students will look at the relationships between active
citizenship, empathy and connection to culture, and
individual health and wellbeing. They will investigate
the barriers and enablers to problem solving within
the community.

On the topic of community engagement, students will
seek to understand different perspectives on issues
affecting a community. They will reflect on
relationships between community issues, social
cohesion, health and wellbeing, and the importance of
clear information and communication. 

Unit 3: Leadership and Teamwork
This unit considers the role of interpersonal skills
and social awareness in different settings and
contexts. Students will examine leadership
qualities and the characteristics of effective
leaders and how these qualities can be applied to
the achievement of goals within personal and
community contexts. 

They will explore key components of effective
teamwork and reflect on how to lead and
contribute within a team context through a
collaborative problem-solving activity. Students
will evaluate individual contributions as well as
the overall effectiveness of the team. 

Unit 4: Community Project
This unit focuses on student participation in an
extended project relating to a community issue.
Students will identify environmental, cultural,
economic and social issues affecting the
community and select one for an extended
community project. They will look at past
approaches to the selected issue in Australia and
elsewhere, consider how they will research
information, and formulate an objective to
achieve. Students will reflect on how community
awareness of a selected issue can be improved. 

Students will engage in a process of planning,
implementing and evaluating a response to a
selected community issue. They will conduct
research, analyse findings and make decisions on
how to present work. Students will consider the
key elements (such as emotional intelligence and
effective team practices) and considerations (such
as safety and ethics) when implementing a
community project. Students will present projects
to an appropriate audience of peers or
community members and evaluate the
effectiveness of the chosen response to the issue.

Vocational Major Personal Development Skills
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Year 11 and 12 students can take on an internal VET subject as part of their VCE. 

HeadStart is the School-Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBATs) program that supports
secondary school students to succeed while they study and work towards a career. A student enrolled
in the HeadStart program will be allocated a mentor who will work with the student in an
advocacy/support role throughout the apprenticeship, even once the student has finished secondary
school.

A student wanting to be part of the HeadStart program and begin an apprenticeship/traineeship will
still be able to commence within the Vocational Major program and being their VET study and
structured workplace learning before the SBAT has been fully set up.

The Victorian Government funded HeadStart in 2019 with an initial investment of $49.8m. Since then,
the program has delivered over 1,700 apprenticeships and trainseeships in over 150 secondary
schools across Victoria.

Students have signed on to HeadStart pathways in industries including building and construction,
community services and health, business and technology services, and primary industries.

HeadStart students spend more time doing relevant, paid, on-the-job training while completing their
senior secondary certificate at school. 

HeadStart has enabled over 1,400 small and large businesses to employ a SBAT student and invest
back into their local community. Employers report improved business outcomes through having a
committed trainee or apprentice matched to organisational needs to build their future workforce.

SBATs are supported by HeadStart teams based in schools. Employers of HeadStart students have
found that staff recruitment costs and dropout rates have reduced as a result of the assistance from
these dedicated teams.

The expanded HeadStart program also benefits government schools by placing over 100 equivalent
full-time on the ground. This will enable some schools to offer SBATs for the first time and provide all
schools with access to valuable pathways for their students through increased connection with
employers and industry.

HeadStart apprenticeships and traineeships on Vimeo.

SBATs (School-based Apprenticeship/Traineeship)

https://vimeo.com/reviews/19562ad9-ac95-41cf-b63d-e64859c66c78/videos/761312908
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