
 

 
Cairns Hinterland Steiner School – Indigenous Scholarship 

3.50.3 Indigenous Scholarship Procedure and Application 

 
 
Purpose:  The purpose of the Indigenous Scholarship is to increase access to Steiner 

education for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and to support 
reconciliation and educational equity within the CHSS community.  

Scope:  This policy outlines the purpose, eligibility requirements, application process, 
selection criteria, and ongoing conditions relating to the Indigenous Scholarship at 
CHSS. 
 
It applies to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students seeking to enrol or 
currently enrolled at the School, their families, and relevant School staff involved in 
the administration and oversight of the scholarship. 
 
This policy operates in conjunction with the School’s Enrolment Policy, Behaviour 
Policy, and Attendance Policy and does not override the general conditions of 
enrolment. 
 
The policy reflects CHSS’s commitment to reconciliation, equity in education, and 
culturally respectful engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities. 
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Overview 

Cairns Hinterland Steiner School is in the Cairns Hinterland of Far North Queensland. Guided by the 
principles of Steiner education, our approach embraces the future while serving the developmental 
needs of the whole child—head, heart, and hands. Learning is nurtured through a strong connection 
to nature, music, art and storytelling, supporting children’s academic, emotional and spiritual 
development. 

We warmly invite applications from families and seek to build meaningful connections with, and provide 
quality education to, members of the local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community. 

We believe there is a deep compatibility between Steiner Education and Indigenous cultures, and that 
our curriculum and philosophy can support Indigenous Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children to 
thrive and strengthen future outcomes. In turn, we recognise that our school community is enriched 
through genuine partnerships with Indigenous people, culture, and knowledge. 

We acknowledge that we learn and work on Djabugay and Buluwai Country and aspire for our school 
to reflect, honour and respectfully engage with the community in which we live and work. 

Students enrolled in the 4-day Early Childhood Kindergarten, CHSS Primary and Secondary classes 
are eligible to apply for the Indigenous Scholarship. This Scholarship Application form is only valid if 
distributed by the Business Manager following a discussion of circumstances. 

Successful applicants may receive a reduction in tuition fees provided that: 

• the student maintains satisfactory engagement, behaviour, participation and attendance, and 

• the conditions which qualify the family for scholarship assistance continue to apply. 

Successful applicants will receive a reduction in tuition fees of: 

• 100% in the first year 

• 75% in the second year 

• 50% in the third and subsequent years. 

Scholarships are subject to annual review. Continuation beyond each year is not automatic and is 
dependent upon compliance with this policy and the School’s financial capacity, providing the criteria 
continue to be met by the applicant. 

Families are responsible for paying: 

• Capital Works Levy 

• Materials Fee, and  

• Camps & Excursions Charges. 

NOTE: All fees listed above, and others that may ensue, must be paid in full 

The Scholarship does not impose any obligation on the student or family to act as cultural 
representatives of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander peoples.  



  

 
 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Cairns Hinterland Steiner School acknowledges the Djabugay and Buluwai Traditional Custodians of 

the land on which we learn and grow, and we pay our respects to Elders past, present, and 

emerging. We honour the continuing connection of the Djabugay and Buluwai peoples to land, 

culture, and community, and recognise the enduring strength and continuation of cultures of all 

Indigenous peoples. 

Application Process 

Applicants are required to: 

• complete all sections of the Indigenous Scholarship Application, provide the supporting 
documentation specified in the form – Parts 1–5, and sign the Commitment at the end of the 
application. 

• return the completed application and supporting documents to business@chss.qld.edu.au. 

If you require support in completing the application, please contact the Business Manager on 
4093 8810 or email business@chss.qld.edu.au to arrange an appointment or request specific 
assistance. 

The Business Manager and/or the Head of School may request a confidential interview to discuss the 
Scholarship Application. Applicants and their families may also be invited to attend an interview with 
the school’s Senior Leadership Team. 

Decision Authority 

The Board approves the Indigenous Scholarship Policy and allocates the annual scholarship budget. 
The Head of School, in consultation with the Business Manager and Senior Leadership Team, 
determines individual scholarship awards in accordance with this policy. 

The number and total value of Indigenous Scholarships awarded each year is subject to the School’s 
approved annual budget and financial capacity. 

The Board will receive de-identified annual reporting on the number and value of scholarships 
awarded. 

Applicants (successful and unsuccessful) will be notified following the decision within four weeks of 
the school’s receipt of the completed application. As part of the notification, the school will inform 
successful applicants of the start date. 

All information contained in this application will be used solely for the purpose of assessing the 
scholarship and will be treated with the strictest confidence. Any documentation relating to Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander identity will be handled in accordance with the School’s Privacy Policy 
and applicable privacy legislation. 

A payment plan, to cover the remainder of Fees and Charges payable, must be entered into with 
EdStart prior to the scholarship being approved. EdStart offers flexible payment plans to help align 
education costs with your family budget. 

The successful candidate/s would then proceed to the regular enrolment process. 

mailto:accounts@chss.qld.edu.au
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Important Note 

Full and frank disclosure is required. Failure to provide accurate or complete information may affect 
the approval, continuation, or renewal of the CHSS Indigenous Scholarship. 

Revocation & Withdrawal Clause 
 
The School reserves the right to suspend or withdraw the scholarship where: 

• information provided is found to be false or misleading, 

• fees and charges outside the scholarship remain unpaid, and/or 

• there is significant or ongoing breach of the School’s Behaviour or Attendance Policies 

• there is significant or ongoing breaches of the Parent Code of Conduct 

• the student withdraws from the School. (Please note that the Scholarship is not transferable). 

  



  

 
 

Eligibility and Selection Criteria 

This scholarship is established as a special measure to promote substantive equality and educational 
access for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in accordance with relevant Commonwealth 
and Queensland anti-discrimination legislation. 

The Indigenous Scholarship is available to students who: 

• are of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent, and 

• identify as an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person, and 

• are accepted as such by the community in which they live or have lived. 

Applicants may be asked to provide confirmation of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander identity 
where appropriate. 

 
The granting and retention of an Indigenous Scholarship is dependent on various factors, some of which 
relate to the student’s engagement and behaviour, and both the student’s and the family’s contribution 
and attitudes to the school, the community and Steiner education.  
 
As such, applications will be considered favorably where both the student and their family show their 
support to CHSS or previous schools and where: 

• student records indicate engagement with learning to the best of their ability. 

• students have excellent attendance records with few late arrivals. 

• students are present for February and August census dates. A scholarship may be revoked if 
students are away for census dates. 

• there has been little or no behavioural or disciplinary action required. 

Do you believe your child/ren and your family can meet the above requirements? 

YES NO 

 

Applicants are requested to submit the following parts of the application, each of which will 

demonstrate how they exemplify the above qualities:  

PART 1. Personal Information  

PART 2. School records 

PART 3. Personal statement 

PART 4. A letter of recommendation from community member (someone who knows your passions)  

  



  

 
 

Cairns Hinterland Steiner School (CHSS) 

Indigenous Scholarship Application Form 

PART 1: Personal Information 

Student Details 

Full Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Year Level: _ ____________________________________________________________________ 

Home Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Email: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone: __________________________________________________________________ 

Present School: _________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Years at Current School: ________________________________________________ 

School Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

Head of School/Principal: ________________________________________________________ 

Previous School (if applicable): ___________________________________________________ 

Number of Years Attended: ______________________________________________________ 

Previous School Address: _______________________________________________________ 

  



  

 
 

Family Details 

Parent / Guardian 1 

Last Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Given Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Mobile: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Phone: __________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent / Guardian 2 

Last Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Given Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Mobile: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Phone: __________________________________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Residential Address (if different from above): 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Suburb: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Postcode: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

PART 2: School Records 

Please enclose copies of recent school reports or records with this application. 

(Current CHSS students are not required to submit school records.) 

 

 

 



  

 
 
 

PART 3: Personal Statement 
To be completed by the applicant. Responses may be typed or handwritten. 

1. Please provide a brief introduction to yourself/your child, including cultural 

background or connection to Country you wish to acknowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Please share any special achievements, interests, or experiences about you, or your 

child, which you would like CHSS to know about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3. How would an education at Cairns Hinterland Steiner School make a difference for you 

and your child? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

 

 

4. What are your/your child’s aspirations and goals as a student, and how might CHSS 

support the journey towards achieving them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5. How did you hear about this scholarship opportunity? 

(e.g. school website, social media, community networks, word of mouth) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applicant Declaration 

I certify that the information provided in this application is complete, true, and accurate to the best of 

my knowledge. If awarded the scholarship, I agree to comply with the expectations of Cairns 

Hinterland Steiner School and to contribute positively to the school community. 

 

Applicant Signature: _____________________________________________________ 

Date: __________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________ 

Date: __________________________________________________________________ 



  

 
 
 

Your Commitment 

I/We hereby make application for an Indigenous Scholarship for my/our child/ren. This 

application is submitted in good faith, and I/we solemnly declare that all details contained herein 

are true. 

I/we assert that the documentation attached to this Scholarship application to substantiate the 
application is true and correct. 
 

If this application results in the granting of a Scholarship, I/we agree and accept that bursaries 

are made possible in part through the support and commitment of the whole School community 

of which I/we are a part. 

In response to and as part of our commitment to this ‘partnership’ arrangement I/we give 

the following undertaking: 

• To pay the payment plan as agreed by the school. 

• To advise the school when financial circumstances change during the current year. 

 

Review Process 

The school will conduct regular reviews of all holders of Indigenous Scholarships to 

ensure all recipients are compliant with this policy, the school’s financial capacity, and 

providing the criteria continue to be met. 

 

If I/we receive a scholarship for my/our child/ren, I/we agree to the review process for the 
ongoing retention of the scholarship as detailed above. 
 

   

Parent 1 Name Signed Date 

   

   

Parent 2 Name Signed Date 

 

  



  

 
 

PART 4: Letter of Recommendation – Community Member 

To be completed by a community member (18 years or over) who knows the applicant well, such as 

through school, cultural, or community involvement. 

To the Referee: 

Please provide a letter of recommendation of approximately 300 words, outlining: 

• Your relationship with the applicant and how long you have known them 

• Your reflections on their character and strengths 

• Their ability to work with others, show respect, creativity, responsibility, engagement with 
community and other areas of interest 

(This reference is confidential and must be sent directly to the school at business@chss.qld.edu.au 

or dropped into reception) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please rate the applicant on the following attributes: 

RATINGS: Below Average Average Above Average Outstanding 

Curiosity     
Persistence     

Peer Relationships     
Adult Relationships     

Respectful Behaviour     
Self-Confidence     

Referee Details: 

Full Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Professional Title/Role: _____________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:accounts@chss.qld.edu.au


  

 
 
Student’s Full Name: _______________________________________________________________  



  

 
 

Scholarship Application Checklist 

Please ensure your application is complete. Only complete applications will be considered. 

☐ Completed application form (Parts 1–3) 

☐ Letter of recommendation – Community member (Part 4) 

☐ School records (if applicable) 

Applications should be submitted via email to business@chss.qld.edu.au or delivered to the CHSS 

School Office. 

 

More Information 
For further information about Cairns Hinterland Steiner School or this scholarship, please visit our 
website or contact us at mailto:businessmanager@chss.qld.gov.aubusiness@chss.qld.edu.au or by 
phone via the School Office. 
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Decision by Senior Leadership Team 

Meeting date   

Approved Yes             /           No  

Comments by SLT  

 

 

 

 

Term  

Conditions (if any)  

 

 

Approval Percentage 100% 50% 25% Other ______ 

Review Date  

Note Entered into Xero  

Edstart updated  

Approval / Rejection Letter Sent  

 

Reviewer 1 

NAME 

 

SIGNATURE 

 

 

Reviewer 2 

NAME 

 

SIGNATURE 

 

 

Reviewer 3 

NAME 

 

SIGNATURE 

 

 

 



  

 
 

Annual Scholarship Review 
 
DATE: 
 
STUDENT: 

For a scholarship to continue, the following criteria will be reviewed annually: 

Criteria Yes No 

The student has engaged with their learning to the best of their ability, as reflected in school 
records. 

☐ ☐ 

The student has maintained excellent attendance, with minimal unexplained absences or 
late arrivals. 

☐ ☐ 

The student was present for the February census date (or had approved leave). ☐ ☐ 

The student was present for the August census date (or had approved leave). ☐ ☐ 

There has been little or no behavioural or disciplinary action required. ☐ ☐ 

All fees and charges not covered by the scholarship are paid and up to date. ☐ ☐ 

Information provided in the original scholarship application remains accurate and not 
misleading. 

☐ ☐ 

The student remains enrolled at the School (scholarships are not transferable). ☐ ☐ 

 

Review Outcome: 

☐ Scholarship Continued 

☐ Scholarship Continued with Conditions 

☐ Scholarship Suspended 

☐ Scholarship Withdrawn 

Reviewer 1 

NAME 

 

SIGNATURE 

 

 

Reviewer 2 

NAME 

 

SIGNATURE 

 

 

Reviewer 3 

NAME 

 

SIGNATURE 

 

 

 


