
What are the application and testing dates?
•	 Applications remain open until close of business on 

Thursday 15 January 2026. Applications will not be 
accepted after the closing date.  

•	 Video auditions for all applicants form part of the application 
process and are submitted as part of the application by close 
of business on Thursday 15 January 2026.

•	 Live auditions will be held in the week commencing 
Monday 2 February 2026 at the School. Selected 
applicants will be notified of the audition time by the Music 
School. Those applicants not selected for a live audition 
will also be notified by email.

•	 Successful candidates may be required for two further 
interviews, one for parents with the music department staff 
and finally the applicant and their parents with the Principal.

Who can apply?
•	 Eligible boys entering Year 7 and above in 2027 who display 

exceptional musical ability. Young musicians who wish to 
make a committed and sustainable contribution towards the 
School’s vibrant culture are encouraged to apply.

•	 Music Scholars are expected to continue their musical 
journey through the School’s Music Academy program 
which will support the students through masterclasses, 
performance workshops and the chamber music 
program.

•	 Music Scholars are leaders within their cohort. Much like 
the role of a School Prefect, Scholars are expected to 
lead by example. Full participation in school ensembles 
is expected. A Music Scholar is expected to honour their 
commitment as a Scholar until the end of Year 12.

•	 All successful Music Scholars must learn from a teacher 
who has been approved by the Head of Music.

•	 Applications are invited from boys currently attending 
Camberwell Grammar School as well as those attending 
other schools. Applicants should check the minimum 
standard requirements below to see if they are eligible to 
apply.

•	 Overseas students on a sub-class 500 student visa currently 
studying at a local school are not eligible to apply. Students 
who hold a residency visa are eligible to apply.

•	 Applications are particularly encouraged from boys 
presenting on Flute, Clarinet, Trombone, Tuba, Bassoon, 
French Horn, Viola and Double Bass as well as other 
Strings, Woodwind, Brass, Piano or Percussion. However, 
other instruments will be considered for exceptional 
applicants. 

•	 All applicants will be required to submit a video audition at 
the time of application for their first and second instrument 
(if applicable).

•	 The standard expected for students entering Year 7 and 8 
in 2027 (for all instruments except Violin, Viola and Cello) 
is at least AMEB Grade 4-5 or equivalent, and for Years 
9 to 10 2027 at least Grade 6-7 or equivalent. In recent 
years the standard has been higher than this.

•	 Auditions for Violin, Viola and Cello are based upon 
repertoire set at AMEB Grade 7 and Grade 8 level. The 
School wishes to discourage candidates from presenting 
advanced repertoire which has been learned specifically 
to impress at a scholarship examination.

•	 The School receives a large number of applications and 
it is not possible to offer a live audition to all applicants. 
Consequently, the Head of Music will select candidates 
for live audition based on the completed application form 
and video audition.

How to apply?
•	 Applications are only accepted online via our Scholarships 

page. Applications will be acknowledged by email.

Scholarship Audition Requirements
Please note that in addition to the live audition, a video audition 
is also required. This can be provided as a link to YouTube. The 
video submission should be recorded as follows:

•	 For Violin, Viola, Cello and Double Bass: in 3 takes – one 
for each piece and one for technical work.

•	 For all other instruments: in two takes – one for each 
piece.

•	 If you are presenting a second instrument: one additional 
take for your short piece.

•	 Please click this link to see a video on how to record 
your audition.
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Strings – Violin Viola, Cello and Double Bass

Violin
Any two contrasting pieces from the AMEB syllabus for 
Grade 7 or Grade 8. It is possible to choose one piece from 
each grade, or two pieces from the same grade. Please do 
not submit recordings of pieces that are not from these lists.
Plus
Technical work – Violin – from the latest edition of the 
AMEB syllabus
•	 5.1 A Major 3 octaves, 5.3 A melodic minor 3 octaves, 

5.10 arpeggios commencing on A
•	 6.4 D Major 3 octaves, 6.5 D harmonic minor 3 octaves, 

6.6 D melodic minor 3 octaves 
•	 6.14 diminished/dominant/chromatic commencing on D
•	 Exercise 6C – String crossing variations, 7D - Bow strokes 

after Otakar Sevcik
•	 8.18 G harmonic minor in 3rds – chain bowing

Viola
Any two contrasting pieces from the AMEB syllabus for 
Grade 7 or Grade 8. It is possible to choose one piece from 
each grade, or two pieces from the same grade. Please do 
not submit recordings of pieces that are not from these lists.
Plus
Technical work – Viola – from AMEB syllabus
•	 3.8 D Major 3 octaves, 3.10 D melodic minor 3 octaves, 

slurred by 4
•	 3.11 and 3.12 arpeggios commencing on D slurred by 3
•	 3.16 Chromatic scale slurred by 4
•	 3.13 and 3.14 diminished and dominant slurred by 4 
•	 8.8 G Major 3 octaves, 8.10 G melodic minor 3 octaves, 

slurred by 4
•	 8.11 and 8.12 arpeggios commencing on G, slurred by 3
•	 1.19 C major in 3rds – chain bowing 
•	 Exercise 7D - Bow strokes after Otakar Sevcik from the 

violin technique book (please play at pitch in treble clef)

Cello
Any two contrasting pieces from the AMEB syllabus for 
Grade 7 or Grade 8. It is possible to choose one piece from 
each grade, or two pieces from the same grade. Please do 
not submit recordings of pieces that are not from these lists.
Plus
Technical work - Cello  
•	 Popper High School of Cello Playing Opus 73
    Choose one of these studies: No. 1, 6 or 11
Plus 
Technical Work - Cello – from AMEB syllabus
•	 7.01 D major 3 Octaves, 7.02 D harmonic minor, 7.03 D 

melodic minor 3 Octaves - all slurred by 8
•	 7.07 D major arpeggio, 7.08 D minor arpeggio, both 

slurred by 6
•	 7.11 D major in 6ths, 7.13 D major in 3rds, both chain 

bowing (refer to 8.11 for an example)

Double Bass
Any two contrasting pieces from the AMEB syllabus for 
Grade 4 or Grade 5. It is possible to choose one piece from 
each grade, or two pieces from the same grade. Please do 
not submit recordings of pieces that are not from these lists.
Plus 
Technical Work – Double Bass – from AMEB syllabus
•	 5.1 Ab major 2 octaves
•	 5.6 C harmonic minor 2 octaves
•	 Bowed in separate bows at crotchet equals 80
•	 5.8 Ab major arpeggio as bowed in syllabus
•	 5.11 minor arpeggio as bowed in syllabus

Percussion Instruments
Percussion students should aim to present work on two 
different instruments, choosing from any of the following:
•	 Snare Drum
•	 Timpani
•	 Mallet Percussion (Note: four mallet Marimba playing is 

not a prerequisite for audition, strong two mallet playing is 
preferred over four mallet pieces.)

All other Instruments – Woodwind, Brass and Piano
Any two contrasting works which demonstrate your attained 
standard.

Second Instrument
If you would like to present a second instrument, you should 
also submit one short piece to show your standard on this 
instrument.

Live Auditions – all instruments
Those boys selected for a live audition will be contacted 
by email on Wednesday 21 January 2026 and provided 
details of the audition which takes place in the week 
commencing Monday 2 February 2026.

If you are selected for an audition?
•	 The audition will take approximately 30 minutes and an 

appointment time will be arranged with you by the Music 
School.

•	 Candidates selected for audition are asked to prepare 
two contrasting works for their primary instrument. 
These works may be the same as those submitted in the 
video audition, however, candidates may also present 
different repertoire if they prefer, as long as the specific 
requirements for their instrument are met, as noted above. 
In addition, if you also play a second instrument it would 
be advantageous to prepare another short piece to 
demonstrate your attained standard.  

•	 Aural tests and sight-reading excerpts appropriate to the 
achieved level may also be given.

•	 Candidates auditioning for String, Woodwind or Brass 
instruments should provide their own accompanist if 
required.



Is there academic testing as part of the music 
scholarship process?
•	 No, however, students wishing to also be considered 

for our academic scholarship program need to register 
and sit for the academic test. Please see the academic 
scholarship information on the website.

What is the cost?
•	 There is no cost to apply for the Music Scholarship.

When will applicants be notified of the results?  
•	 All candidates will be notified on Wednesday 21 January 

2026. Successful candidates progressing to the next 
stage will be invited to an audition. Unsuccessful 
candidates will also receive notification of their application 
outcome. 

How much is the scholarship worth? 
•	 The scholarship provides tuition free of fees on one 

instrument to be learnt at the School, along with a 
concession on school fees. 

If you have any further questions regarding the 
scholarship program at Camberwell Grammar School 
please contact our Admissions Office on 9835-1777 
or email admissions@cgs.vic.edu.au 
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