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PREFACE

Dear parents and students

At Covenant Christian School, the primary focus of our learning environment, in partnership with parents, is to
equip students to become men and women who serve and glorify God. We strive to honour God via the
cultivation and delivery of a curriculum which is Christ-centred, biblically grounded, culturally engaging and
academically rigorous. It is for this reason that we have high expectations of our senior students. We require
students to train their minds to understand and develop a mature, wise, and biblically minded view of God’s
world as they grow in their knowledge of who they are in Christ and their role in His kingdom.

In Year 10, students select the courses that they will study for the next two years. It is important to lay a strong
foundation for the future, by choosing senior subjects that will enable students to serve God using the gifts
and abilities that He has given. This booklet has been developed to assist students and parents to navigate
their way through this HSC subject selection process. It should be carefully read and then retained as a useful
reference to keep students well informed about Preliminary and HSC courses.

In this booklet, you will find information on:

e requirements for the completion of the Higher School Certificate (HSC)
e the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)
e choosing subjects for Year 11 and 12
e patterns of study available to students at Covenant Christian School
e subjects offered at Covenant Christian School in 2025
e TAFE and Distance Education
e course information including:
— course descriptions
— main topics covered
— assessment requirements.

Please note that while many courses are offered, individual courses will only run if there are enough students
sufficient to run the course (which is approximately 10 students for the case of a 2-unit subject).

Please do not hesitate to contact the relevant Head of Faculty if you have any questions regarding the material
found in this booklet.

We look forward to partnering with you in these critical years of schooling for your children.

Yours in Christ’s service,

Sam Glassock

Head of Secondary School
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Completion of the HSC: All My Own Work program

All students are required to have completed the HSC: All My Own Work program before any Preliminary or
HSC course entries can be submitted. This program is designed to help HSC students follow the principles and
practices of good scholarship. It includes understanding, valuing, and using ethical practices when locating and
using information as part of their HSC studies.

At Covenant Christian School, Year 10 students complete this program prior to commencing Year 11. For more
information, visit the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) website and navigate to Year 11-Year 12 HSC: All
My Own Work. www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au

Requirements for the award of the Higher School Certificate (HSC)

If you wish to be awarded the Higher School Certificate (HSC), you must have:

e gained the Record of School Achievement (RoSA) or other qualifications the NSW Education Standards
Authority (NESA) considers satisfactory.

e satisfactorily completed courses that meet the pattern of study required by NESA for the award of the HSC.
This includes the completion of the practical, oral or project works required for specific courses and the
assessment requirements for each course.

e completed, and made a serious attempt at, the HSC examinations.

e completed a minimum of 12 units in the Preliminary course and a minimum of 10 units in the HSC course.

e both the Preliminary course and the HSC course must include the following:

— at least six units from Board Developed Courses including at least two units of a Board Developed Course
in English or English Studies

— at least three courses of 2-unit value or greater

— at least four subjects.

At most, seven units of courses in Science can contribute to Higher School Certificate eligibility. Several subjects
include a requirement for the development of project work for either internal or external assessment — for
example, Visual Arts, Drama, and Design and Technology. Projects developed for assessment in one subject are
not to be used either in full or in part for assessment in any other subject.

The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)

The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is the primary criterion for entry into most undergraduate-entry
university programs in Australia. If you wish to receive an ATAR, you must study a minimum of 10 Board Developed
units in the HSC course. The booklet, Steps to Uni for Year 10 Students, is published by the University Admissions
Centre (UAC) and contains important information about entry to university courses, course prerequisites and other
information to assist your choice of HSC courses for study in Year 11 and 12 in preparation for university entry.

For more information, visit www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/atar

If you do not wish to receive an ATAR, once you have chosen six units from Board Developed Courses, the rest of
your courses can be made up from Board Endorsed Courses.

See the following page for further information about Board Developed Courses and Board Endorsed Courses.


http://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/atar

WHAT TYPES OF COURSES CAN | SELECT?

There are different types of courses that you can select in Years 11 (Preliminary) and 12 (HSC):

e Board Developed Courses (including Extension Courses)
e Board Endorsed Courses.

Covenant Christian School offers a wide range of Board Developed Courses. These are outlined in the course
information on the following pages.

Board Developed Courses

These courses are developed by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA). For each course the following
information is available:
e the course objectives, structure, content, and outcomes
e specific course requirements
e assessment requirements
e the performance scale, except for Vocational Education and Training (VET) Courses which report on the
competencies gained.

All students entered for the HSC who are studying NESA Developed Courses follow these syllabuses. These courses
are examined externally at the end of the HSC course and can count towards the calculation of the Australian
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). Most courses offered at Covenant are Board Developed Courses.

Extension Courses

Extension study is available in several subjects. Extension courses are 1-unit courses which build on the content of
the 2-unit course. Extension courses require students to work beyond the standard of the 2-unit course, and are
available in English, Mathematics, History, Music, Languages and Science.

English and Mathematics Extension Courses are available at Preliminary (Extension 1) and HSC (Extension 2) levels.
Students must study the Preliminary Extension course in Extension 1 before proceeding to the HSC Extension 2
course. The Extension 2 course requires students to work beyond the standard of the Extension 1 course.

HSC extension courses in subjects other than English and Mathematics are offered and examined in Year 12 only.

Board Endorsed Courses

Board Endorsed Courses count towards the HSC but may not be examined and do not contribute towards an ATAR
calculation. There are two types of Board Endorsed Courses:

e Content Endorsed Courses (CECs) have syllabuses endorsed by NESA to cater for areas of special interest
not covered in the Board Developed Courses. Some HSC Vocational Education and Training (VET) Courses
offered at Covenant are Content Endorsed Courses.

e School Developed Board Endorsed Courses (SDBECs) are developed by schools and submitted to NESA for
endorsement in Stage 5 for RoSA or in Stage 6 as Year 11 or Year 12 units. SDBECs are written where the
particular curriculum needs of Stage 5 or Stage 6 students cannot be met by Board Developed syllabuses or
other types of Board Endorsed Courses.



OPTIONS FOR EXTERNAL STUDY

The following Distance Education and EVET study options are available by application only. Not all students who
apply for these courses will be accepted. For this reason, all students must enrol in an additional course (at
Covenant) until acceptance is confirmed. Students may only study one external course and there are additional
costs, and these are subject to change.

When considering external subjects, it is very important to remember that a course offered on-site at Covenant
Christian School will always have the benefit of multiple face-to-face classes each week, with the added advantages
that this offers to learning. Not all students succeed when studying via Distance Education / Online, and it is vital
that this is taken into consideration when contemplating a path of study for Years 11 and 12.

Distance Education

Some courses may be available to students through Distance Education, and several of our students have availed
themselves of this opportunity. At Covenant, there are four categories of students who may be eligible to study
courses in this manner:

e Those wishing to study a language not offered at Covenant in Year 9 or 11 can do so through the NSW School
of Languages or Secondary College of Languages

e Those with special medical needs

e Those whose study has been interrupted by transfer from another school

e Those with a special circumstance

Sydney Distance Education High School (SDEHS) and Finigan School of Distance Education (FSDE)

Students may have the option of studying subjects (as they are not offered at Covenant) through SDEHS and FSDE.
Students studying in this manner are allocated the prescribed time of study within the school timetable. A staff
member will coordinate the receipt and return of work, but it is up to the individual student to complete their
work. Students are expected to return work regularly, usually one set per week, and complete all set tasks.
Students will not be eligible for enrolment in courses which are offered at our school but are not available to them
because of timetable clashes.

NSW School of Languages (NSol) and Secondary College of Languages (SCL)
Students wishing to study a language not offered at Covenant may do so through the NSolL or SCL.

SCL in particular works with students who wish to study their background community language to Higher School
Certificate level and who are unable to do so in their home school. Courses are held on Saturdays.

The Kings School

The Kings School has Year 11-12 online IT courses, delivered as Distance Education subjects. These include an
after-school online lesson and weekly task submission; and face-to-face workshops a few times a year.

Important things to consider for Distance Education Courses and Additional Costs

e Students wishing to study a Distance Education course must discuss this with the Head of Secondary
School and obtain approval.

e Places in Distance Education courses are limited, and application due dates vary. Further details will be
provided as needed.

e The Principal must be able to certify that a student applying for Distance Education can work
independently as there is an online component in most of these courses and a high level of motivation
and time management is required.

e SDEHS, FSDE and NSoL: $S800 per annum per subject (in 2025); SCL: No cost

e 1 Unit Language Extension courses: $400 (in 2025)

e The Kings School: $2200 per annum per subject (in 2025)
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OPTIONS FOR EXTERNAL STUDY (conminuen)

External Vocational Education & Training (EVET) Courses at TAFE and
Registered Training Organisations (RTOs)

With VET Courses, students can get a head start on their career while still at school. You will gain work-related
skills and experience that are recognised nationally by industry and employers. In many courses, you will be
required to complete mandatory work placement, in addition to your theoretical training, to successfully complete
the course and gain accreditation. NESA has developed curriculum frameworks for industry areas such as Business

Services, Construction, Entertainment, Financial Services, Hospitality, Human Services and Retail Services.

These courses cater for special interests not covered in other courses run at Covenant Christian School. They are
offered as external study at TAFE NSW and other Registered Training Organisations (RTOs). These courses count
towards the HSC, and some may also count towards the ATAR (you will need to check specific details of your course
of interest). On successful completion, you will gain additional credentials when you finish school, one from NESA
and the other from your training provider. EVET Courses include Animal Studies, Construction, Electrotechnology,
Entertainment, Human Services (Nursing), Information and Digital Technology, Plumbing, Screen and Media,

Tourism, and Travel and Events. Please see the Careers Advisor for more information.

Important things to consider for EVET Courses

AIl EVET courses incur an additional cost. To provide an approximation only, in 2025 these ranged from
$2,000 to $5,500. The cost will vary depending on the course you choose.

Some EVET courses include two compulsory work placements, of which there is an additional
administrative cost of approximately $165 (cost as at 2025) per placement.

Any student wishing to study an EVET course will need to meet with the Careers Advisor and apply
before the end of Term 2, as part of the Subject Selection process.

EVET courses offered face-to-face (FTF) at TAFE generally run in the afternoons, requiring a student
to leave Covenant just before lunchtime. Therefore, the student will miss two periods of their normal
classes and are required to catch-up this missed work in their study periods or at home. afternoon.
Students will need to make their own way to and from their training location.




PLANNING FOR SENIOR SCHOOL AND BEYOND

At the end of Year 10, you will face significant decisions regarding your future. In making these decisions, it is wise
to use the talents that God has given you in a way that is honouring to Him. In so doing, you need to be realistic
about your abilities and make a sincere effort to find out as much as you can about the demands of those subject
choices which appeal to you. So, prayerfully consider what is right for you.

A guide for choosing subjects in the Senior School

When choosing your subjects for Year 11 and 12, you should ask the following questions. These are a guide for
you when making enquiries about tertiary study. You will need to add to this list for your areas of interest.

e  Which careers do | find interesting and which courses would lead to those careers?

e Which institutions or colleges offer these courses and what are the entry requirements for these courses?
e  Will my school subjects line up with those entry requirements?

e Do | need a Higher School Certificate (HSC) or an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)?

e |sita practical subject oris it more theoretical?

e Does it suit my interests and abilities?

e What level of study suits my capabilities?

e What are the financial costs involved?

Who can help you with subject choices?

e Your parents can help you discuss options.

e Your subject teachers can advise you of the levels you are capable of, course content and requirements in
terms of exams, assessments, and practical work.

e The Careers Advisor can help you obtain information on requirements for tertiary study and employment,
on the relationship of your school study with the world of work, and general assistance in your decision
making. An interview with the Careers Advisor is encouraged if you are unsure about subject selection.

e Your class teacher, Year Advisor and the Careers Advisor can provide overall support and direction.

e And, of course, praying to seek God’s wisdom is of crucial importance.

Why subject choice is important

For all students:

e choosing subjects you are interested in makes your life at school more enjoyable.
e choosing subjects which match your level of ability makes your school life rewarding.
e choosing subjects which align with your abilities makes good sense.
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COURSE INFORMATION

The information regarding individual subjects and/or courses on the following pages is provided to assist you in
the selection of suitable courses. Please note: Inclusion of a course in this list does not mean that the course will
necessarily be offered in our school next year. The courses to be offered will be chosen taking into consideration
the expressed wishes and requirements of most students, prior experience, the priorities of the school and
available resources.

Additional information regarding the content of HSC Extension courses will be made available to eligible students
studying the appropriate Preliminary course during Year 11.

If you would like further information, are interested in information about subjects not listed in this booklet, or
have any queries about your choice of subjects, your total program of study, or prerequisites for specific courses
and/or tertiary institutions, your individual subject teachers, Faculty Coordinators, Year Advisor and Careers
Advisor are available to discuss any matter pertinent to this process. Please feel free to contact them.

As well as selecting courses offered within our school, students may also be eligible to participate in courses
offered externally (see pages 8 and 9). When studied in the approved manner, these courses will appear on the
Higher School Certificate in the same way as courses offered within the school.

Changing subjects
What should you do if you choose a subject or level and then realise you have made the wrong choice?
e Talk to your parents, your teacher, the Year Advisor/Career Advisor, and the Head of Secondary School.

e You must complete and submit an Application for Change of Class, Subject or Course form (blue form
available from Student Reception). You cannot change subjects until you have submitted this form and
been informed via email that your request has been approved.

e You must catch up on work missed in your new course.

Note: Changes cannot be made after four weeks of studying a course unless exceptional circumstances apply.
Changes are made at the discretion of the Head of Faculty and the Head of Secondary School.
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ANCIENT HISTORY

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, a study of Ancient History will equip students with a highly valuable set of skills and
a useful body of knowledge with which to tackle many of the issues and problems presented by our complex and
changing world. As Christians, we have the opportunity to recognise God’s sovereignty in all history; to think
biblically and to make informed judgements on controversial matters; and to develop a deeper grasp of the context
of the Bible in its times, thus enabling us to more accurately understand God’s word.

Course description

The Preliminary course provides students with opportunities to develop and apply their understanding of methods
and issues involved in the investigation of the ancient past. Students can engage in the study of a range of features,
people, places, events and developments of the ancient world.

The HSC course provides students with opportunities to apply their understanding of archaeological and written
sources and relevant issues in the investigation of the ancient past. Through a core study, students investigate the
cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum and explore issues relating to reconstruction and conservation of the past.
They also study the key features and sources of an ancient society, personality, and historical period.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

Comprises three sections:
e Investigating Ancient History: 60 indicative hours including The Nature of Ancient History and case studies.
Students undertake at least one option from The Nature of Ancient History and at least two case studies.
e Features of Ancient Societies: 40 indicative hours. Students study at least two ancient societies.
e Historical Investigation: 20 indicative hours.

Historical concepts and skills are integrated with the studies undertaken in the Preliminary course.

HSC course

Comprises four sections:
e Core Study: Cities of Vesuvius — Pompeii and Herculaneum (30 indicative hours).
e One Ancient Societies topic (30 indicative hours).
e One Personalities in Their Times topic (30 indicative hours).
e One Historical Periods topic (30 indicative hours).

Historical concepts and skills are integrated with the studies undertaken in the HSC course.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written examination 100 e Knowledge and understanding of course content 40
in four parts, comprising short e Historical skills in the analysis and evaluation of 20
answer and extended sources and interpretations
response answers. e Historical inquiry and research 20
e Communication of historical understanding in 20
appropriate forms
100 100
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BIOLOGY

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, the Biology syllabus provides opportunities for students to:

e acknowledge God as the perfect designer and creator of the universe whilst challenging themselves on the
scientific validity of the theories of evolution

e reveal God’s awesome nature through their new knowledge of the amazing world they live in

e Dbetter understand our God-given role as stewards of the earth and how they as individuals can make a
difference in the conservation of biodiversity.

Course description

This course explores the diversity of life from a molecular to a biological systems level. The course examines the
interactions between living things and the environments in which they live. It explores the application of biology
and its significance in finding solutions to health and sustainability issues in a changing world.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e Cells as the basis of life

e Organisation of living things
e Biological diversity

e  Ecosystem dynamics

HSC course

Core topics
e Heredity
e Genetic change
e Infectious disease
e Non-infectious disease and disorders

The Working Scientifically outcomes and content are integrated into each module wherever students undertake
an investigation.

Particular course requirements

Both the Preliminary and HSC courses require 120 hours of study, with 60 hours devoted to the first two modules
and 60 hours to the second two modules. 15 hours must be allocated to depth studies within each 120-hour
course, and practical investigations must occupy a minimum of 35 hours of course time.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written examination. 100 o Skills in working scientifically 60
e Knowledge and understanding of course content 40
100 100
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BUSINESS STUDIES

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, students are given the opportunity to develop their understanding of business
concepts and ideas within a Christian framework. Students can think about how Christians are to interact with the
business world.

Time is spent reflecting on the ethical considerations of running, managing or owning a business, as well as being
employees and consumers in a business world that, all too often, focuses only on profit rather than the welfare of
society. Employment relations and the balance between work and life are also considered as part of the course at
Covenant. Students have the opportunity to develop Christian priorities in all these areas. In the course, students
are encouraged to see Jesus Christ as the centre of every aspect of life.

Course description

Business activity is a feature of everyone’s life. The Business Studies syllabus encompasses the theoretical and
practical aspects of business in ways students will encounter throughout their lives. It offers learning from the
planning of a small business to the management of operations, marketing, finance and human resources in large
businesses.

Contemporary business issues and case studies are embedded in the course to provide a stimulating and relevant
framework for students to apply to problems encountered in the business environment. Business Studies fosters
intellectual, social and moral development by assisting students to think critically about the role of business and
its ethical responsibilities to society.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e Nature of business (20% of course time): the nature and role of business.
e Business management (40% of course time): the nature and responsibilities of management.
e Business planning (40% of course time): establishing and planning a small-to-medium enterprise.

HSC course

e QOperations (25%): strategies for effective operations management.

e Marketing (25%): development and implementation of successful marketing strategies.
e Finance (25%): financial information in the planning and management of business.

e Human resources (25%): human resource management and business performance.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written examination, 100 e Knowledge and understanding of course content 40
including multiple choice, e Stimulus-based skills 20
short answer and extended e Inquiry and research 20
response questions. e Communication of business information, ideas and 20

issues in appropriate forms

100 100
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CHEMISTRY

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, the Chemistry syllabus provides opportunities for students to:

e develop the skills that enable chemists to investigate the physical and chemical properties of substances,
and draw valid conclusions from their data

e beintroduced to current scientific theories, which provide the framework for scientific research of today

e Dbegin the journey of scientific research by investigating a problem of their own choosing.

Course description

This course develops an understanding of the fundamentals of chemical knowledge through the exploration of
models and understanding of theories and laws. It also develops the basic skills used in scientific research. It equips
students with knowledge and skills in chemistry that can be used for the good of society and for the glory of God.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e Properties and structure of matter
e Quantitative chemistry

e Reactive chemistry

e Drivers of reactions

HSC course

Core Topics
e Equilibrium and acid reactions
e Acid/base reactions
e Organic chemistry
e Applying chemical ideas

The Working Scientifically outcomes and content are integrated into each module wherever students undertake
an investigation.

Particular Course requirements

Both the Preliminary and HSC courses require 120 hours of study, with 60 hours devoted to the first two modules
and 60 hours to the second two modules. 15 hours must be allocated to depth studies within each 120-hour
course, and practical investigations must occupy a minimum of 35 hours of course time.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written examination. 100 e Skills in working scientifically 60
e Knowledge and understanding of course content 40
100 100
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COMMUNITY AND FAMILY STUDIES

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

Contemporary society is characterised by rapid social and technological change, cultural diversity, conflicting
values and competitive pressure. Yet amid this we have one solid truth to which we cling as Christians — the
unswerving faithfulness and unchanging character of our God. It is from the truth of the Scriptures that we critique
and examine many of the secular ideas that underpin the secular view of family and community. Students are
encouraged to come to a deeper understanding of the vital importance of the role of both the individual and the
family unit in weaving the very fabric of our society.

Course description

Community and Family Studies is an interdisciplinary course which draws upon family studies, sociology,
developmental psychology and students’ life experience, to give a detailed study of human behaviour and societal
interaction. The course has a strong focus on effective resource management that enables a person to function
effectively in his/her everyday life, whilst always acknowledging that God calls us to live in fellowship and harmony
with one another and with Him. Students will begin with an exploration of the term ‘worldview’ and be challenged
to think through what a Christian worldview is. They will also explore factors affecting wellbeing and the difference
between specific needs and wants. Value clarification exercises and critical analyses of media and contemporary
society will be key components of this course. The dynamic nature of this course places importance on the skills
of inquiry and investigation. Research, therefore, is an integral component of every unit. Students are required to
develop and utilise skills in planning, recording, interpreting, analysing and synthesising as they employ various
research methodologies and finally complete an Independent Research Project (IRP).

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e Resource management 20% (basic concepts of resource management); Individuals and groups 40%
(individuals’ roles, relationships and tasks within and between groups); and Families and communities 40%
(family structures and functions, and interaction between family and community).

HSC course

e Research Methodology 25% (including completion of a major Independent Research Project); Groups in
Context 25% (characteristics and needs of specific community groups); Parenting and Caring 25% (issues
facing parents and carers in contemporary society); and one Optional Component 25% — Family and Societal
Interactions (government and community structures that support and protect family members throughout
their lifespan), or Social Impact of Technology (the impact of evolving technologies on individuals and
lifestyle), or Individual and Work (issues confronting individuals as they manage roles within family and work
environments.

Particular course requirements

Particular emphasis will be given to the development of research and journaling skills as students will undertake
a major research project in the HSC course.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written examination. 100 e Knowledge and understanding of course content 40
e Skills in critical thinking, research methodology, 60

analysing and communicating

100 100
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DANCE

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Projects developed for assessment in one subject are not to be
used either in full or in part for assessment in any other subject.

Students who study Dance at Covenant Christian School learn to use the art of dance to express and respond to
the glory of God. Students are equipped with skills in performance, composition and appreciation so they can
pursue further studies in tertiary and professional dance, or to impact their local school or church community. The
Dance curriculum is taught with a Christian worldview underpinning all the NESA requirements for both the
Preliminary and HSC Dance course. As such, students are encouraged to express their Christian faith through dance
as they explore the various aspects of dance study in movement, written and aural forms.

Course description

Preliminary course

Students study dance as an art form. There is an equal emphasis on the components of Performance, Composition
and Appreciation in the study of dance. Students studying dance bring with them a wide range of prior dance
experience. Physical training and preparation of the body is fundamental and of paramount importance to the
course and informs all three components of the course. Components to be completed are:

e Performance 40%, Composition 20%, Appreciation 20%

e Additional 20% (to be allocated by the teacher to suit the specific circumstances/context of the class).

HSC course

Students continue common study in the three course components of performance, composition and appreciation
and undertake an in-depth study of dance in one of the major study components, either performance,
composition, appreciation or dance and technology.

Particular course requirements

The interrelation of the course components is a major feature in the study of Dance as an art form and is
emphasised throughout both courses. The published course prescriptions, which may change in total or in part
every two years, indicate works to be studied in the HSC course in core appreciation and major study appreciation.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Core Performance: Solo dance and interview. 20 e Core Performance 20
Core Composition: Solo composition and elaboration (work is 20 e Core Composition 20
performed by another student).

Core Appreciation: a written examination (1 hour). 20 e Core Appreciation 20
Major Study: 40 e Dev of Major Study 40

e Performance: One solo dance and interview; or

e Composition: One dance composition: new solo,
group dance and elaboration; or

e  Appreciation: Written exam (1 hour + 5 mins); or

e Dance & Technology:

— Option 1: Choreographing the virtual body.
Presentation of a choreographed work using 3D
animation software and interview; or

— Option 2: Film and video. Presentation filmed and
edited, choreographed work and interview.

100 100
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, the Design and Technology syllabus provides opportunities for students to:

e acknowledge God as the perfect designer and creator of the universe
e develop environmental and social responsibility in design and the use of technology by seeing God
as the provider of all resources
e use their God-given creative skills in the design process
e develop godly attitudes in the way they treat other people within the classroom and the wider community.

Course description

Design is fundamentally about identifying a need or problem and developing effective solutions through the
application of the design process. It involves harnessing technology to bring ideas to life. Students explore design
processes, design theory, and the various factors that influence design projects as they develop creative solutions
to a wide range of challenges.

Preliminary course

In the Preliminary course, students study designing and producing, which includes completing at least two design
projects. This area of study encompasses design theory, design processes, creativity, collaborative design,
research, project management, resource use, and communication. Students also develop skills in manufacturing
and production, computer-based technologies, work health and safety (WHS), evaluation, environmental
considerations, analysis, marketing, and the manipulation of materials, tools, and techniques—all within the
context of their projects.

HSC course

In the HSC course, students explore innovation and emerging technologies, including a case study of a specific
innovation. They also engage in designing and producing through the development of a Major Design Project and
accompanying Folio. The Major Design Project Folio guides students through each section of the design process
including the project proposal and management, project development and realisation, and project evaluation.

Particular course requirements

Preliminary course students must participate in hands-on practical activities. In the HSC course, the knowledge
and skills developed while designing and producing (from the Preliminary course) are synthesised and applied.
This culminates in the development and realisation of a Major Design Project and the presentation of a case study.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting

e Section |: The examination consists of a written 40 e Knowledge and understanding 40
paper with questions based on innovation and of course content
emerging technologies and designing and
producing. These will provide opportunities for e Knowledge and skills in 60
students to make reference to the Major Design designing, managing,
Project and the case study. producing and evaluating a

e  Section Il: Major Design Project. This will include 60 major design project

submission of:

— A folio documenting the project proposal
and management, project development
and realisation, and project evaluation.

— A product system or environment.

100 100
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DRAMA

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, the individual student will learn to value group work as the basic element of Drama.
This is an understanding in accordance with God’s building of a community to be His people, a unified body under
the headship of Christ. In the study of theatre techniques and practitioners, students have the opportunity to
discuss what they think is the Christian perspective of the world. Largely a practical subject, Drama encourages
students to embrace their physical abilities and the creative gifts that God has given them.

Course description

Students learn the practices of making, performing and critically studying in Drama. Students engage with these
components through collaborative and individual experiences.

Preliminary course

The Preliminary course comprises of an interaction between the components of improvisation, play-building and
acting, elements of production in performance and theatrical traditions and performance styles. Learning is
experiential in these areas.

HSC course

The HSC Course comprises of:

e Studies in Australian Drama and Theatre (core content) and Studies in Drama and Theatre. Both topics
involve theoretical study through practical exploration of themes, issues, styles and movement of traditions
of theatre exploring relevant acting techniques, performance styles and spaces. This is studied within the
relevant cultural, social, political, personal and artistic contexts of the plays.

e A Group Performance of between 3 and 6 students involving creating a piece of original theatre (8 to 12
minutes duration). It provides an opportunity for each student to demonstrate their performance skills.

e Individual Project where students demonstrate their expertise in a particular area. They choose one project
from critical analysis, design, performance, scriptwriting or video drama.

Particular course requirements

The Preliminary course informs learning in the HSC course. In the study of theoretical components, students
engage in practical workshop activities and performances to assist their understanding, analysis and synthesis of
material covered in areas of study. In preparing for the Group Performance, a published topic list is used as a
starting point. The Individual Project is negotiated between the student and the teacher at the beginning of the
HSC course. Students choosing individual project design or critical analysis should base their work on one of the
texts listed in the published text list, which changes every two years. Students must ensure that they do not choose
a text or topic they are studying in Drama for the written component or in any other HSC course when choosing
Individual Projects.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Group Presentation (core) 30 e Australian Drama and Theatre 30
Individual Project 30 e Studies in Drama and Theatre 30
A 1.5-hour written examination comprising 40 e Development of Group Performance 20
two compulsory sections (two essays): e Development of Individual Project 20

— Australian Drama and Theatre (core)
— Studies in Drama and Theatre.

100 100
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ECONOMICS

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

Economics at Covenant Christian School gives students the opportunity to study the fundamental economic
questions of choice from a Christian perspective. Whilst recognising that human nature is one of selfishness and
greed, there are many examples in the Bible of God’s concern for economic justice, the provision for the less
fortunate, and the fair rewarding of effort which come as an expression of God’s love in Jesus.

By investigating the contemporary economic issues that are consuming our global and Australian communities,
there are many opportunities for students to reflect on both secular and Christian-focused solutions. In so doing,
they will become informed participants in our economy. With increased awareness of how to change the worst of
selfish economic behaviour and alleviate injustice, they can seek to develop more Christ-centred economic
solutions to improve the lives of all.

Course description

Economics provides an understanding for students about many aspects of the economy and its operation that are
frequently reported in the media. It investigates issues such as the reasons why unemployment or inflation rates
change and how these changes will impact on individuals in society. Economics develops students’ knowledge and
understanding of the operation of the global and Australian economy. It develops the analytical, problem-solving
and communication skills of students. There is a strong emphasis on the problems and issues in a contemporary
Australian economic context within the course.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e Introduction to economics (10% of course time)

e Consumers and business (10% of course time)

e  Markets (20% of course time)

e Labour markets (20% of course time)

e Financial markets (20% of course time)

e Government in the economy (20% of course time)

HSC course

e The global economy (25% of course time)

e Australia’s place in the global economy (25% of course time)
e Economicissues (25% of course time)

e Economic policies and management (25% of course time)

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written examination, 100 e Knowledge and understanding of course content 40
including multiple choice, short e Stimulus-based skills 20
answer and extended response e Inquiry and research 20
questions. e Communication of economic information, ideas and 20

issues in appropriate form

100 100
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ENGLISH STUDIES

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: English Advanced, English Standard, English
Extension

This course is designed to meet the specific needs of students who are seeking an alternative to the English
Standard course and who intend to proceed from school directly into employment or vocational training. Students
considering choosing this course are advised that:

e English Studies is now a Stage 6 Board Developed Course with an optional HSC examination.

e Students who complete the course and elect to take the optional HSC examination will be reported on a
Common Scale with the English Standard and English Advanced courses.

e Students choosing not to sit for the English Studies HSC examination will still be eligible for the HSC.

Course Description

English Studies provides students the opportunity to explore the ideas, values, language forms, features and
structures of texts from a range of contexts. Through responding to and composing texts, students strengthen
their ability to access and comprehend information, assess its reliability and synthesise the knowledge gained from
a range of sources for a variety of purposes. Through the study of English Studies 11-12, students:

e develop and use communication skills for a range of purposes and audiences

e find information and perspectives that will inform their understanding of ideas
e make inferences about the meaning of language based on context
e express personal experiences and opinions and develop skills as independent learners.

Preliminary course

Students study the mandatory module Reading to Write: Transition to English Studies. Students will also study an
additional 2-3 elective focus areas.

HSC course

The HSC course consists of two compulsory focus areas: Narrative and human experiences and Writing for
Purpose. Students also study two additional elective focus areas.

There is no compulsory HSC external examination in English Studies 11-12. Students may choose to sit for an
optional HSC examination.

Should a student seek an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), the examination mark for English Studies

11-12 will be used by the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) to calculate an ATAR. Students who do not sit the
optional HSC examination for English Studies 11-12 are not eligible for the calculation of an ATAR.

Assessment: HSC course only

External Assessment Internal Assessment Weighting
Optional written examination paper worth 60 marks in total. | Knowledge and understanding of 50
The time allowed is 2 hours plus 10 minutes reading time. course content.

Students who do not sit for the English Studies HSC
examination are not eligible a calculated ATAR. Skills in responding to texts 50

100
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ENGLISH STANDARD

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: English Advanced, English Extension, English Studies

At Covenant Christian School, the study of English is crucial for students who are preparing to make significant
contributions to our modern world. Underpinning many texts are agendas which attempt to manipulate
audiences. The study of English Standard assists students to unlock the perspectives from which these texts arise.
Moreover, English texts allow an opportunity to investigate and evaluate a variety of worldviews and test these
against a biblical framework. The skill acquisition which is integral to the subject allows Christian men and women
an opportunity to consider and express a Christian perspective. From the simple acts of letter writing and creative
expression to the more complex acts of speech giving, textual analysis and arguing one’s opinion, the freedom
and ability to use language for a variety of purposes is absolutely vital.

Preliminary course

Students are required to complete Reading to Write: Transition to English Standard as the first unit of work.
Students explore texts and consolidate skills required for senior study. Two additional focus areas, Close study of
literature and Contemporary possibilities, enable students to explore and examine contemporary texts and
consider how they will approach the world.

HSC course

The HSC Common Content consists of one focus area, Texts and human experiences, which is common to the HSC
Standard, the HSC Advanced and the HSC English Studies courses, where students analyse and explore texts and
apply skills in synthesis. Students will also complete three additional focus areas: Language, identity and culture;
Close study of literature, and The craft of writing, which emphasise particular aspects of shaping meaning and
demonstration of the effectiveness of texts for different audiences and purposes.

Assessment: HSC course only

External Assessment Internal Assessment Weighting
The examination is worth 50% of the total value awarded for Knowledge and understanding of 50
the subject. The examination will consist of two written course content.

examination papers worth 100 marks:

e  Paper 1: Texts and human experiences. The time allowed | Skills in: comprehending texts; 50
is 1 hour and 30 minutes plus 10 minutes reading time. | communicating ideas; and using
The paper will consist of two sections. language accurately, appropriately, and

e  Paper 2: Focus areas The time allowed is 2 hours plus 5 | effectively.
minutes reading time. The paper will consist of three
sections.

100
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ENGLISH ADVANCED

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: English Standard, English Studies

At Covenant Christian School, the study of English is crucial for students who are preparing to make significant
contributions to our society. Underpinning many texts are agendas which attempt to manipulate audiences. The
study of English Advanced assists students to critique the perspectives from which these texts arise. Moreover,
English texts allow an opportunity to investigate and evaluate a variety of worldviews and test these against a
biblical framework. The skill acquisition which is integral to the subject allows Christian men and women an
opportunity to consider and express a Christian perspective. From the simple acts of letter writing and creative
expression to the more complex acts of speech giving, textual analysis and arguing one’s opinion, the freedom
and ability to use language for a variety of purposes is absolutely vital.

English Advanced requires the study of at least one text authored by Shakespeare, in addition to other types of
texts, as a reflection of his influence upon both our language and culture. Students who choose the English
Advanced course should be willing and able to cope with the high degree of academic rigour required. Students
should be capable and confident readers, both for pleasure and for academic purposes. Self-directed learners
who enjoy the challenge of engaging with a range of complex texts will find this course to be both enjoyable and
stimulating.

Preliminary course

Students are required to complete Reading to Write: Transition to English Advanced as the first unit of work.
Students explore texts and consolidate skills required for senior study. Two additional focus areas, Critical study
of literature and Narratives that shape our world, enable students to explore and examine a wide range of quality
literature, and to develop and refine their own use of language forms and features. Students explore, examine,
and analyse a range of texts which include prose fiction, drama, poetry, nonfiction, film, digital and media, as well
as Australian texts. They explore the ways events, experiences, ideas, values, and processes are represented in
and through texts and analyse the ways texts reflect different attitudes and values.

HSC course

The HSC Common Content consists of one focus area, Texts and human experiences, which is common to the HSC
Standard, the HSC Advanced and the HSC English Studies courses, where students analyse and explore texts and
apply skills in synthesis. Students will also complete three additional focus areas: Textual conversations; Critical
study of literature, and The craft of writing, which emphasise particular aspects of shaping meaning and
representation: questions of textual integrity, ways in which texts are valued, and the demonstration of the
effectiveness of texts for different audiences and purposes.

Assessment: HSC course only

External Assessment Internal Assessment Weighting
The examination is worth 50% of the total value awarded for Knowledge and understanding of 50
the subject. The examination will consist of two written course content.

examination papers worth 100 marks:

e  Paper 1: Texts and human experiences. The time allowed | Skills in: comprehending texts; 50
is 1 hour and 30 minutes plus 10 minutes reading time. | communicating ideas; and using
The paper will consist of two sections. language accurately, appropriately, and

e  Paper 2: Focus areas The time allowed is 2 hours plus 5 | effectively.
minutes reading time. The paper will consist of three
sections.

100
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ENGLISH EXTENSION 1

1 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: English Standard, English Studies
Prerequisites: English Advanced

At Covenant Christian School, the study of English Extension allows students to develop deeper, broader
knowledge of texts and more specialised skills in research, analysis and composition of texts. Students will
consider and evaluate the place of significant texts in our broader literary canon, engaging with increasingly
complex concepts from a range of literary contexts.

Students will independently pursue areas of interest with complex texts that challenge them to think critically and
creatively about the way literature shapes and reflects the world. Students at Covenant are encouraged and
supported in developing their understanding of the way that the gospel has powerfully shaped both the literary
canon and the development of culture and philosophical frameworks, as well as the ways that the gospel has
remained profoundly countercultural for the benefit of all.

Students who choose the English Extension 1 course should be confident readers who can write competently and
with precision for a variety of purposes and audiences. Students need to be self-directed, independent learners
who enjoy sophisticated analysis and focused research. This course caters for students who wish to grapple with
textual concepts and ideas beyond the level of English Advanced.

Preliminary course

In the English Extension Preliminary course, students explore the ways in which aspects and concerns of texts
from the past have been carried forward, borrowed from and/or appropriated into more recent culture. They
consider how and why cultural values are maintained and changed. The focus area for the Preliminary course is
Texts, culture and value. Students will examine a key text from the past and its manifestations in a range of texts
from more recent social, cultural and historical contexts to explore how and why texts reflect and challenge
cultural values over time. Students also complete a Related research project that provides opportunities to
develop skills in independent investigation and critical and creative thinking.

HSC course

In the English Extension 1 HSC Course, students explore, investigate, experiment with, and evaluate the ways texts
represent and illuminate the complexity of individual and collective lives in their mandatory focus area of Literary
worlds. Students are also required to undertake research in this course to develop a strong understanding of their
own related text for use in the study of their elective focus area.

Assessment: HSC course only

External Assessment Internal Assessment Weighting
50
For the first time in 2027, the HSC examination will be Knowledge and understanding of
undertaken by students using a computer and will be worth complex texts and how and why they
50 marks. are valued.
The time allowed is 2 hours plus 10 minutes reading time. The 50
paper will consist of two questions — one for the focus area Skills in complex analysis, sustained
Literary worlds and one for their selected elective focus area. composition and independent
investigation.
100
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ENGLISH EXTENSION 2 (HSC YEAR 12 ONLY)

1 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: English Standard, English Studies
HSC Year 12 only

At Covenant Christian School, the study of English Extension allows students to develop deeper, broader
knowledge of texts and more specialised skills in research, analysis and composition of texts. Students learn about
how and why the ways we create and read literature have changed over time and evaluate the relationship
between texts and literary criticism. They engage with significant literary thinkers and texts to understand the
role that they play in a broader literary context.

Course description

This course enables students who are accomplished English users to extend their conceptual understanding of
the ways literature is read and written in Extension 1 by encouraging them to consider their authorial role as they
embark on their Major work. The focus areas provide students with a rich knowledge base to develop their skills
in crafting language and refining their personal voice in critical and creative ways.

HSC course

Students create a substantial and original Major work that extends the knowledge, understanding and skills they
have developed through their study of English. Through the creative process, they independently pursue areas of
interest, develop deep knowledge, and experiment with and manipulate language in their own extended
compositions.

Students also undertake the study of an author as part of their preparation for the Major work and their online
exam.

Assessment: HSC course only

External Assessment Internal Assessment Weighting
For the first time in 2027, the HSC examination will consist Knowledge and understanding of 50

of an online written exam worth 40 marks and a Major work | significant literary ideas and

worth 20 marks. approaches

The marks for the Major work will be converted to a mark

out of 60 giving a total mark out of 100 for the examination. | Skills in extensive independent 50
The examination will be undertaken by students using a investigation, analysis, synthesis and
computer. sustained composition

The time allowed is 1 hour and 30 minutes plus 10 minutes
reading time. The paper will consist of two questions.

100
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ENTERPRISE COMPUTING

2 Unit Board Developed Course Prerequisite: Nil

*Please Note: This course is currently offered externally via Distance Education. Please refer to page dealing
with Distance Education for further details.

Course description

The study of Enterprise Computing in Year 11-12 enables students to develop an understanding of the function
and purpose of digital tools and processes, and the importance of data in enterprise information systems. This
allows students to effectively use and manage digital tools and technologies in commercial and other settings.

Students are encouraged to develop an entrepreneurial mindset by working collaboratively, growing
specialised communication skills, and applying system, design and computational thinking skills. The
knowledge and skills developed in this course ensure students can contribute to a world increasingly reliant on
the manipulation and use of digital systems.

Students develop an understanding of how computing technologies can be harnessed to provide effective user
interaction and efficient access to information that supports commercial, industrial, social and environmental
initiatives. Much of the learning takes place in the contexts of projects, applying their skills to real word
situations, while encouraging students to work collaboratively with their peers, developing much valued team
and communication skills as they do so.

Preliminary Course

The Year 11 course provides students with the opportunity to develop and apply an understanding of enterprise
computing systems in the safe and secure usage and storage of data. This is done by manipulating tools and
resources while being aware of their social, ethical and legal implications. The following topics are covered in
Year 11:

e Interactive Media and the User Experience
e Networking Systems and Social Computing
e Principles of Cybersecurity

HSC Course

The Year 12 course provides students with the opportunity to extend their knowledge and understanding of
enterprise computing systems. This will then be applied to the development of a major enterprise project using
project management skills. The following topics are covered in Year 12:

e Data Science

e Data Visualisation

e Intelligent Systems

e Completion of an Enterprise Project

Assessment: HSC course only

HSC internal assessment will involve a maximum of four tasks, of which one will be a formal examination, and
another the Major Enterprise Project (30% weighting) using project management skills developed in the units
prior.

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 2.5-hour examination 100 e Knowledge and understanding of course content 50
undertaken using a e Knowledge and skills in the practical application of the 50
computer.
content
100 100
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

Please note: An additional fee of $50 annually is incurred if you undertake the Food Technology Course.

As Christians, God calls us to be stewards of His creation, responsibly using and caring for the Earth's resources.
Food Technology explores issues such as hunger, promoting sustainable farming practices, and improving food
distribution and accessibility. Ethical implications of food technology are considered, and students are
encouraged to analyse current practices and consider alternatives that align with biblical principles such as
compassion, justice, and respect for God's people and creation. Food impacts our physical, mental, and
spiritual well-being and students learn about the keys to human flourishing such as how to promote healthier
food options, improve nutritional content, and address health-related challenges.

Practising hospitality is central to Christian identity. Recognising and treating people as equals breaks down
social boundaries as Jesus did when he dined with tax collectors and sinners. The study of Food Technology
nurtures students' gifts and talents to practice hospitality. Students learn how food is integral in gathering
people, offering welcome and encouraging community.

Course description

The provision and consumption of food are significant activities of human endeavour, with vast resources
being expended across domestic, commercial, and industrial settings. Food issues have a constant relevance
to life.

The syllabus provides students with a broad knowledge of food technology. The factors that influence food
availability and selection are examined and current food consumption patterns in Australia investigated. Food
handling is addressed with emphasis on ensuring safety and managing the sensory characteristics and
functional properties of food to produce a quality product. The role of nutrition in contributing to the health
of the individual and the social and economic future of Australia is explored. The structure of the Australian
food industry is outlined and the operations of one organisation investigated. Production and processing
practices are examined, and their impact evaluated. The activities that support food product development are
identified and the process applied in the development of a food product, including marketing. Contemporary
nutrition issues are raised, investigated, and debated. This knowledge enables students to make informed
responses to changes in the production to consumption continuum and exert an influence on future
developments in the food industry as educated citizens and in their future careers. Students develop the
capability and competence to experiment with and prepare food as well as design, implement and evaluate
solutions to a range of food situations.

A considerable part of the course is theory based, and practical lessons reflect topics studied in each unit.
Students steadily build theoretical knowledge and practical skills over the two-year period.

Preliminary Course HSC Course
e Food Availability and Selection e The Australian Food Industry
e Food Quality e Food Manufacture
e Nutrition e Food Product Development

e Contemporary Nutrition Issues

Internal Assessment Tasks in Years 11 and 12 may include:
e food preparation and presentation exercises
e experiments
e research assignments

e debates
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY (continueny

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written 100 Knowledge and understanding of course content 40
examination. Knowledge and skills in designing, researching, analysing, and 30
evaluating
Skills in experimenting with and preparing food by applying 30
theoretical concepts
100 100
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GEOGRAPHY

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

Preliminary and HSC Geography at Covenant Christian School gives students the opportunity to understand the
intricacies of God’s creation. The more students come to understand the interconnections in nature, the more
they appreciate the wonder of God’s world and the place of people in it. The negative human impact on God’s
creation shows students mankind’s sin. Geography gives the opportunity for students to grapple with this and
provides them with the tools to make a difference to both the human and physical environment. Students are
challenged from a Christian perspective to question and understand the impact of global change on themselves
and others. With such skills, they are better able to make a difference, locally and internationally, by entering
environmental careers and by knowing how to look after the environment and speak out against injustices.

Course description

The Preliminary course investigates biophysical and human geography and develops students’ knowledge and
understanding about the spatial and ecological dimensions of geography. Enquiry methodologies are used to
investigate the unique characteristics of our world through fieldwork, geographical skills, and the study of
contemporary geographical issues. The HSC course enables students to appreciate geographical perspectives
about the contemporary world. There are specific studies about biophysical and human processes,
interactions, and trends. Fieldwork and a variety of case studies combine with an assessment of the
geographer’s contribution to understanding our environment and demonstrate the relevance of geographical
study.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e Earth's Natural Systems (33%): the diverse landscapes of the earth and its distinctive physical features.

e People, Patterns and Processes (33%): investigate evidence of human diversity across the earth’s surface.

e Human Environment Interactions (17%): Investigate the global nature of land cover change.

e Geograpbhical Investigation (17%): an investigation of student’s own choosing into ONE area of interest
using Geographical tools.

HSC course

e Ecosystems and Global Biodiversity (37.5%): investigation of the functioning of ecosystems, their value, the
role of natural and human stresses, and trends in global biodiversity.

e Rural and Urban Places (37.5%): investigation of the spatial characteristics of diverse types of settlements
and the processes of urbanisation and urban growth influencing rural and urban places at a global scale.

o Global Sustainability (25%): investigation of sustainability in the contemporary world, including principles
of, and actions for, sustainability.

Key concepts incorporated across all topics: place, space, environment, interconnection, scale, sustainability,
rural urban places, ecosystems and biodiversity.

Particular course requirements

Students complete a Geographic Investigation (Gl) in the Preliminary course and must undertake 12 hours of
fieldwork in both the Preliminary and HSC courses. Students will be required to submit both oral and written
geographic reports.
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GEOGRAPHY (continuep)

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written 100 Knowledge and understanding of course content 40
examination, including Geographic tools and skills 20
multiple choice, short Geographical inquiry and research, including fieldwork 20
answers and extended Communication of geographical information, ideas and 20
responses. issues in appropriate forms

100 100
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HEALTH AND MOVEMENT SCIENCE

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, the Health and Movement Science syllabus provides opportunities for students
to:
e Appreciate how God has created the human body to allow us to move and train and to participate for
both enjoyment and competition for God’s glory
e Examine the key world issues affecting the health of young people and how this may inform student of
how to care for others
e See how Christians can assist others in the forming their ideas about who God has created them to be
regarding their health and wellbeing

Course description

Health and Movement Science (formerly PDHPE) draws on a multitude of fields and the application of scientific
concepts to actively engage students in learning about the factors that influence health and movement. In this
new syllabus, students investigate the health status of Australians and the interrelated factors that affect the
health of individuals and communities. Students explore the factors that influence movement and performance
and develop the skills to enhance movement for themselves and others throughout their lifetime.

The study of health sciences draws on epidemiology, dimensions and determinants of health, and social justice
principles. This enables students to think critically about the equity, access and sustainability of health and
wellbeing for individuals and communities. Health promotion is explored to improve health for individuals and
communities. Students investigate the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which represent
an ambitious vision of a healthier, more prosperous, inclusive, and resilient world. The World Health
Organization (WHO) views health promotion to achieving the SDGs.

Learning in, through and about the movement sciences involves exploring and thinking critically about the
interrelationships between anatomy, physiology, biomechanics, psychology, sociology, nutrition, skill
acquisition, injury prevention and rehabilitation.

Year 11 Course Year 12 HSC Course

1. Health for Individuals and Communities 1. Health in an Australian and Global Context
2. The Body and Mind in Motions 2. Training for improved performance

3. Collaborative Investigation & Depth Studies 3. Depth studies

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written examination. 100 e Knowledge and understanding of course 40
content
60

e Skills in analysis, communication, creative
thinking, problem-solving and research

100 100
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HISTORY EXTENSION (nsc vear 12 onwy)

1 Unit Board Developed Course Corequisite: HSC Ancient or Modern History

At Covenant Christian School, a study of History Extension will equip students with a highly valuable set of skills
and a useful body of knowledge with which to tackle many of the issues and problems presented by a complex
and changing world. As Christians, we have the opportunity to:

e recognise God’s sovereignty in all history

e understand the process of change over time and appreciate other societies and cultures, both past and
present

e think biblically and to make informed judgements on controversial matters

e toinvestigate the impact of Christian historiography.

Course description

History Extension provides students with opportunities to examine the way history is constructed and the role
of historians. Students investigate the nature of history and changing approaches to its construction through
sampling the works of various writers, historians and others involved in the practice of history. Students apply
their understanding to undertake an individual investigative project, focusing on an area of changing historical
interpretation.

Main topics covered

The course comprises two sections:

e Constructing History (minimum 40 indicative hours).
— Key Questions:
= Who are historians?
= What are the purposes of history?
= How has history been constructed, recorded and presented over time?

= Why have approaches to history changed over time?
— Case Studies: Students develop their understanding of significant historiographical ideas and
methodologies by exploring one case study, with reference to three identified areas of debate and the

key questions.
e History Project (maximum 20 indicative hours).

— Students will undertake an individual investigative project, focusing on an area of changing historical
interpretation.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 2-hour written examination in 100 e Knowledge and understanding of significant 40
two parts, comprising two historical ideas and processes

extended response questions. e Skills in designing, undertaking and 60

communicating historical inquiry and analysis

100 100
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY - MULTIMEDIA TECHNOLOGIES

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Industrial Technology Timber Products & Furniture

At Covenant Christian School, the Industrial Technology course provides opportunities for students to:

e consider and acknowledge God as the perfect Designer and Creator of the universe

e develop environmental and social responsibility in design and the use of technology by recognising God
as the provider of all resources, knowledge, skill and understanding

e use their God-given creative skills in the design and construction of projects

e develop godly attitudes in the way they treat others within the classroom and the wider community.

Course description

The Industrial Technology Multimedia Preliminary and HSC Course consists of project work and an Industry
Study aimed at developing in students a broad range of skills and knowledge in the field, and an introduction
to professional processes and practices. The importance of design, management and production is
highlighted through practical experiences, projects and project folios.

Preliminary course

Students will complete two projects and accompanying folios during the course:

e Preliminary Project 1: Students will focus on developing ideas, storyboards, and concepts. They will be
using industry standard software to produce media which communicates a story. Students will also gain
an understanding of the multimedia industry.

e Preliminary Project 2: Students will use this project to explore their gifts and strengths in film editing.
This project gives students freedom to make choices and is intended to refine their skills in preparation
the HSC Major Work.

Component Weighting
Industry Study 15
Design 10
Management and Communication 20
Production 40
Industry Related Manufacturing Technology 15

100

HSC course

In the HSC course, students must design, develop, and evaluate a Major Design Project with an
accompanying Folio. Students will also undertake the study of an individual business within the industry,
along with Multimedia-related theoretical content.

External assessment Weighting| Internal assessment Weighting
Major project and related management folio 60 ° Indgstry SFUdV 15
A 1.5-hour written examination. 40 * Major Project: 60
e Industry Related Manufacturing 25
Technology
100 100

Particular course requirements

Students are required to obtain their own devices capable of storing and editing large files. Access to the
Adobe Suite will be provided. Students will also benefit from owning their own camera or recording device.
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY - TIMBER & FURNITURE

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Industrial Technology - Multimedia Technologies

At Covenant Christian School, the Industrial Technology course provides opportunities for students to:

e consider and acknowledge God as the perfect Designer and Creator of the universe

e develop environmental and social responsibility in design and the use of technology by recognising God as
the provider of all resources, knowledge, skill and understanding.

e use their God-given creative skills in the design and construction of projects

e develop godly attitudes in the way they treat others within the classroom and the wider community.

Please note: An additional fee of S50 is incurred if you undertake the Year 11 Industrial Technology Timber Course.
The Year 12 HSC course requires students to purchase their own timber for their Major Works.

Course description

The Industrial Technology Timber Preliminary and HSC Course consists of project work and an Industry Study
aimed at developing in students a broad range of skills and knowledge in the industry, and an introduction to
professional processes and practices. The importance of design, management and production is highlighted
through practical experiences, projects and project folios.

Preliminary course

In the Preliminary course, students must produce a Scandinavian-inspired Nightstand (bedside cabinet). The
project is supported by a management portfolio. They will also study the Timber and Furniture Industry by
visiting a Northern Beaches-based joinery business and completing a report. Students will develop skills in
design, sketching, computer aided modelling and drawing, project management, communication, and in the
safe production of timber-based projects, machine use, maintenance and WHS responsibilities.

Component Weighting
Industry Study 15
Design 10
Management and Communication 20
Production 40
Industry Related Manufacturing Technology 15

100

HSC course

In the HSC course, students must design, develop, and construct a Major Design Project and Folio. Students
will also undertake the study of an individual business within the industry, along with Timber-related
theoretical content.

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Major project and related management folio 60 ° Indgstry SFUdy 15
A 1.5-hour written examination 40 * Major Project 60
e Industry Related Manufacturing 25
Technology
100 100

HSC Students must be willing to utilise study periods to complete their Major Projects, should they wish to
excel in this course.
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LEGAL STUDIES

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

We live in an age of much uncertainty and change. Christians, as the people of God, are called to live in this
world. Legal Studies at Covenant Christian School seeks to foster intellectual, social, and ethical discernment
by empowering students to think critically about the role of law and legal institutions in society. It allows
students to question and evaluate the legal and democratic institutional structures within the domestic and
international environment, through the grid of a robust Christian worldview, equipping the students for a life
of service to Christ in society.

Course description

The Preliminary course develops students’ knowledge and understanding of the nature and function of law,
through the examination of the law-making processes and institutions, and the way in which the law impacts
on individuals. The course also provides the opportunity to investigate contemporary issues that illustrate how
the law operates.

The HSC course investigates criminal and human rights law using a range of contemporary examples to develop
an understanding of the processes and institutions associated with these laws, and to assess them in their
practice. Students also study two options investigating contemporary issues, the relevant laws and rights of
people, and the effectiveness of the laws in achieving justice.

Throughout the course, students develop inquiry and analytical skills using a range of legal and media sources.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e Part|—The Legal System (40% of course time)
e Partll—The Individual and the Law (30% of course time)
e Partlll—The Law in Practice (30% of course time)

HSC course

e Part|-Crime (30% of course time)
e Part Il — Human Rights (20% of course time)
e Part lll — Options (50% of course time)

Students will study two options chosen from: Consumers, Family, Global Environmental Protection, Indigenous
Peoples, Shelter, Workplace, or World Order.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3 hour written examination including 100 e Knowledge and understanding 60
multiple choice, short answer and e Research 20
extended responses. e Communication 20
100 100
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MATHEMATICS STANDARD 2

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Students may not study any other Stage 6 Mathematics
course in conjunction with Mathematics Standard

At Covenant Christian School, the Mathematics Standard 2 course allows students the opportunity to
experience the practical nature of mathematics in God’s world, and to respond to the needs of the world.
Students will be given the opportunity to complete an investigation aimed not only at improving mathematical
understanding but also to live a life of responsive discipleship.

Course description

Mathematics Standard 2 is aimed at students who wish to continue with their study of mathematics in Years
11 and 12 to gain a better understanding and application of mathematics and numeracy in real-world
situations. It is suitable for a wide range of future career options, including many different trades, requiring
financial, statistical, and practical problem-solving capabilities. Studying Mathematics Standard 2 in Years 11
and 12 will be beneficial in helping students to develop practical analytical skills.

The course is intended to give students who have demonstrated a sound understanding of the skills of Year 10
Mathematics an understanding of, and competence in, some further aspects of mathematics which are
applicable to the real world. It has general educational merit and is also useful for concurrent studies in
business, arts, humanities, nursing, and paramedical sciences.

Main topics covered
e Preliminary course: Algebra, Measurement, Financial Mathematics, Statistical Analysis, and Networks.

e HSC Course: Algebra, Measurement, Financial Mathematics, Statistical Analysis, and Networks.

Particular course requirements

This course assumes students have achieved the outcomes in Stage 5 Core and Standard pathways.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A single HSC Math Standard exam. 100 There will be four assessments in the HSC course.
The objectives of the course are grouped into two
components:
e knowledge and understanding of course 50
content; and
e  skills in working mathematically. 50
100 100
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MATHEMATICS ADVANCED

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Mathematics Standard

At Covenant Christian School, the Mathematics Advanced course allows students with a solid grounding in
arithmetic and algebraic skills the opportunity to explore their God-given gifts to learn and understand more
of God’s world. Students study topics in the HSC course that allow them to develop skills and competence, and
to appreciate the relevance of higher studies in mathematics that would enable them to use their gifts to serve
others.

Course description

Mathematics Advanced provides opportunities for students to acquire knowledge, skills and understanding in
relation to concepts within the area of mathematics that have applications in an increasing number of contexts.
These concepts and applications are appropriate to the students’ continued experience of mathematics as a
coherent, interrelated, interesting and intrinsically valuable study that forms the basis for future learning. The
concepts and techniques of differential and integral calculus form a strong basis of the courses, and are
developed and used across the course, through a range of applications.

This course is focused on enabling students to appreciate that mathematics is a unique and powerful way of
viewing the world to investigate order, relation, pattern, uncertainty, and generality. The course provides
students with the opportunity to develop ways of thinking in which problems are explored through
observation, reflection, and reasoning.

This course provides a basis for further studies in disciplines in which mathematics and the skills that constitute
thinking mathematically have an important role. It is designed for those students whose future pathways may
involve mathematics and its applications in a range of disciplines at the tertiary level. Students may also choose
to study this course because they are passionate about, and skilled in, mathematics.

Main topics covered

e Preliminary course: Functions, Trigonometric Functions, Calculus, Exponential and Logarithmic Functions,
and Statistical Analysis.

e HSC Course: Functions, Trigonometric Functions, Calculus, Financial Mathematics and Statistical Analysis.

Particular course requirements

This course assumes that students have achieved a thorough or extensive understanding of the outcomes in
Stage 5 Core and Advanced pathways. Students who choose this course having covered only the Core and
Standard pathways in Years 9 and 10 should understand there is a level of assumed knowledge consistent with
studies in the Advanced pathway.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A single HSC Math Advanced exam 100 There will be four assessments in the HSC course.
The objectives of the course are grouped into two
components:
e knowledge and understanding of course 50
content; and
e  skills in working mathematically. 50
100 100
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MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 1

1 Unit Board Developed Course Co-requisites: Mathematics Advanced

At Covenant Christian School, the Mathematics Extension 1 course will enable students to use their studies in
mathematics to see the beauty in the world God has made, to study relationships and patterns, and to
appreciate how mathematics can be used to serve the needs of the world in practical ways.

Course description

The Mathematics Stage 6 courses, in particular Mathematics Advanced, Mathematics Extension 1 and
Mathematics Extension 2, form a continuum to provide opportunities at progressively higher levels for students
to acquire knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to concepts within the area of mathematics that
have applications in an increasing number of contexts. These concepts and applications are appropriate to the
students’ continued experience of mathematics as a coherent, interrelated, interesting and intrinsically
valuable study that forms the basis for future learning. The introductory concepts and techniques of differential
and integral calculus form a strong basis of the courses, and are developed and used across the courses,
through a range of applications.

Mathematics Extension 1 is focused on enabling students to develop a thorough understanding of and
competence in further aspects of mathematics. The course provides opportunities to develop rigorous
mathematical arguments and proofs, and to use mathematical models more extensively. Students of
Mathematics Extension 1 will be able to develop an appreciation of the interconnected nature of mathematics,
its beauty and its functionality.

This course provides a basis for progression to further study in mathematics or related disciplines in which
mathematics has a vital role at a tertiary level. An understanding and exploration of Mathematics Extension 1
is also advantageous for further studies in such areas as science, engineering, finance and economics.

Students who study Mathematics Extension 1 must also study Mathematics Advanced.

Main topics covered

e Preliminary course: Functions, Trigonometric Functions, Calculus, and Combinatorics.

e HSC Course: Proof, Vectors, Trigonometric Functions, Calculus, and Statistical Analysis.

Particular course requirements

This course assumes that students have achieved an extensive understanding of the outcomes in the Stage 5
Core and Advanced pathways.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Two written exam papers: There will be four assessments in the HSC
- the Math Advanced exam course. The objectives of the course are grouped
- the Math Extension 1 exam 100 into two components:
e knowledge and understanding of course 50
content; and
e skills in working mathematically. 50
100 100
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MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 2 nsc vear 12 onwy)

1 Unit Board Developed Course Prerequisites: Mathematics Advanced and Mathematics Extension 1

Mathematics Extension 2 extends students’ conceptual knowledge and understanding through exploration of
new areas of mathematics not previously seen. This course provides a basis for a wide range of useful
applications of mathematics as well as a strong foundation for further study of the subject. Mathematics
Extension 2 provides students with a strong framework to study mathematics at a tertiary level and to both
apply their knowledge and see the beauty in the world God has made.

Course description

The Mathematics Stage 6 courses, in particular Mathematics Advanced, Mathematics Extension 1 and
Mathematics Extension 2, form a continuum to provide opportunities at progressively higher levels for students
to acquire knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to concepts within the area of mathematics that
have applications in an increasing number of contexts. These concepts and applications are appropriate to the
students’ continued experience of mathematics as a coherent, interrelated, interesting and intrinsically
valuable study that forms the basis for future learning. The introductory concepts and technigues of differential
and integral calculus form a strong basis of the courses, and are developed and used across the courses,
through a range of applications.

Mathematics Extension 2 provides students with the opportunity to develop strong mathematical manipulative
skills and a deep understanding of the fundamental ideas of algebra and calculus, as well as an appreciation of
mathematics as an activity with its own intrinsic value, involving invention, intuition, and exploration.

The course offers a suitable preparation for study of mathematics at tertiary level, as well as a deeper and more
extensive treatment of certain topics than is offered in other mathematics courses. It represents a distinctly
high level in school mathematics involving the development of considerable manipulative skill and a high
degree of understanding of the fundamental ideas of algebra and calculus. These topics are treated in some
depth, thus the course provides a sufficient basis for a wide range of useful applications of mathematics, as
well as an adequate foundation for the further study of the subject.

Main topics covered

The course content includes the entire Mathematics Advanced course, the entire Mathematics Extension 1
course and, in addition, contains: Proof, Vectors, Complex Numbers, Calculus, and Mechanics.

Particular course requirements

The course is designed for students with a special interest in mathematics who have shown that they possess
special aptitude for the subject. Students should be achieving at a high level in Mathematics Extension 1 to
consider this course.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Two written examination papers: There will be four assessments in the HSC course.
- the Math Extention 1 exam The objectives of the course are grouped into
- the Math Extension 2 exam 100 two components:
e knowledge and understanding of course 50
content; and
e skills in working mathematically. 50
100 100
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MODERN HISTORY

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, a study of Modern History will equip students with a highly valuable set of skills
and a useful body of knowledge with which to tackle many of the issues and problems presented by a complex
and changing world. Students will have the opportunity to:

e recognise God’s sovereignty in all history

e understand the process of change over time and appreciate other societies and cultures, past and present

e think biblically and to make informed judgements on controversial matters

e sharpen their ability to think and argue logically

e understand the complexity of national and international events, as well as gain insight into ways of
resolving complex problems

e gain a better understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of their own society, as well as their rights
and responsibilities as Christians in a fallen world.

Course description

The Preliminary course provides students with opportunities to develop and apply their understanding of
methods and issues involved in the investigation of modern history. Students have the opportunity to engage
in the study of a range of people, ideas, movements, events and developments that have shaped the modern
world. The HSC course provides students with opportunities to apply their understanding of sources and
relevant issues in the investigation of the modern world. Through a core study, students investigate the nature
of power and authority 1919-1946. They also study key features in the history of one nation, one study in peace
and conflict and one study of changes in the modern world.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e |nvestigating Modern History (60 indicative hours). Students undertake at least one option from The
Nature of Modern History and at least two case studies.

e Historical investigation (20 indicative hours).

e At least one study from The Shaping of the Modern World (40 indicative hours).

Historical concepts and skills are integrated with the studies undertaken in Year 11.

HSC course

e (Core study: power and authority in the Modern World 1919-1946 (30 indicative hours).
e One National Studies topic (30 indicative hours).

e One Peace and Conflict topic (30 indicative hours).

e One Change in the Modern World topic (30 indicative hours).

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written 100 e Knowledge and understanding of course content 40
examination in four parts, e Historical skills in the analysis and evaluation of sources 20
comprising short answers and interpretations
and extended response e Historical inquiry and research 20
answers. e Communication of historical understanding in 20
appropriate forms
100 100
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MUSIC |

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Music |l

At Covenant Christian School, students are encouraged to develop their gifts in music to be able to serve their
classmates and the Covenant community. They can do this through performance opportunities while exploring
their creativity through composition. At an individual level, music is a medium of personal expression, and thus
lends itself to the expression of faith, for both the individual and as a tool for outreach. Students are challenged
to consider how they can use their gifts in music to further God’s kingdom.

Course description

In the Preliminary and HSC courses, students will study the concepts of music through the learning experiences
of performance, composition, musicology and aural, within the context of a range of styles, periods, and
genres. Students must specialise in a particular instrument and be having instrumental lessons.

Main topics covered

Students study three topics in each year of the course. Topics are chosen from a list of 21 which cover a range
of styles, periods, and genres. The list of topics can be found in the Music 1 syllabus.

Particular course requirements

Students studying this course must receive external tuition on their chosen instrument.

In addition to core studies in performance, composition, musicology and aural, students select three electives
from any combination of performance, composition, and musicology. These electives must represent each of
the three topics studied in the course. Students selecting composition electives will be required to compile a
portfolio of work as part of the process of preparing a submitted work. The portfolio may be requested by
NESA to validate authorship of the submitted work.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Core Performance (one piece) 20 Core Performance 10
A 1-hour Aural examination 30 Core Composition 10
Core Musicology 10
Electives: Three electives from any combination of: Core Aural 25
— Performance (one piece)
— Composition (one submitted composition) Elective 1 15
— Musicology (one viva voce) Elective 2 15
Elective 1 20 Elective 3 15
Elective 2 20
Elective 3 20
110* 100

Note: NESA do calculate a percentage weighting from a total mark of 110, not 100 for this Music | course.
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MUSIC I

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Music |
Prerequisites: Stage 5 Music (or equivalent)

At Covenant Christian School, students are encouraged to develop their gifts in music to be able to serve their
classmates and the Covenant community. They can do this through performance opportunities while exploring
their creativity through composition. At an individual level, music is a medium of personal expression, and thus
lends itself to the expression of faith, for both the individual and as a tool for outreach. Students are challenged
to consider how they can use their gifts in music to further God’s kingdom.

Course description

In the Preliminary and HSC courses, students will study the concepts of music through the learning experiences
of performance, composition, musicology and aural within the context of a range of styles, periods, and genres.

Main topics covered

Students study one mandatory topic covering a range of content and one additional topic in each year of the
course:

e In the Preliminary course the mandatory topic is Music from 1600 to 1900.
e |nthe HSC course the mandatory topic is Music of the Last 25 Years (Australian focus).

Particular course requirements
Students studying this course must receive external tuition on their chosen instrument.

In addition to core studies in performance, composition, musicology and aural, students nominate one elective
study in performance, composition, or musicology. Students selecting composition or musicology electives will
be required to compile a portfolio of work as part of the process of preparing a submitted work. The portfolio
may be requested by NESA to validate authorship of the submitted work. All students will be required to
develop a composition portfolio for the core composition.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Core performance (one piece reflecting the mandatory topic) 15 Performance 20
Sight singing 5 Composition 20
Core composition (reflecting mandatory topic) 15 Musicology 20
A 1.5-hour written examination: Musicology/Aural Skills 35 Aural 20
One elective representing the additional topic: 30 One elective from 20

e Performance (two pieces); or e Performance

e one submitted Composition; or o Composition; or

® one submitted Essay. o Musicology

100 100
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MUSIC EXTENSION (nsc vear 12 onwy)

1 unit (60 hour) Board Developed Course Exclusions: Music |
Prerequisites: Preliminary Music Il (Music Extension is studied
concurrently with the HSC course Music Il)

At Covenant Christian School, students are encouraged to develop their gifts in music to be able to serve their
classmates and the Covenant community. They can do this through performance opportunities while exploring
their creativity through composition. At an individual level, music is a medium of personal expression, and thus
lends itself to the expression of faith, for both the individual and as a tool for outreach. Students are challenged
to consider how they can use their gifts in music to further God’s kingdom.

Course description

The HSC Music Extension course builds on Music Il and assumes a high level of music literacy and aural ability
as well as advanced Performance, Composition, or Musicology skills.

Students will specialise in performance or composition or musicology and will follow an individual program of
study which will be negotiated between the teacher and student.

Particular course requirements

Students selecting Composition or Musicology as their area of specialisation will be required to compile a
portfolio of work as part of the process of preparing a submitted work. The portfolio may be requested by
NESA to validate authorship of the submitted work.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting

Performance (50) Performance (50)

Three contrasting pieces, one of which must Two assessment tasks:

be an ensemble: Task 1 25

Ensemble 20 Task 2 25

Solo 1 15

Solo 2 15

OR OR

Composition (50) Composition (50)

Two original compositions (to be submitted Two assessment tasks:

to NESA): Task 1 25

Piece 1 25 Task 2 25

Piece 2 25

OR OR

Musicology (50) Musicology (50)

One extended essay to be submitted 50 Two assessment tasks:

to NESA Task 1 25

Task 2 25

50 50
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PHYSICS

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, the Physics syllabus provides opportunities for students to:
e Consider how the applications of physics impact on our lives, the environment and our relationship with
our creator
e Seek to understand the complexity and intricate detail of God’s amazing creation
e Develop godly attitudes in the way they use scientific understanding to address issues of injustice and
inequality rather than for personal profit.

Course description

The study of Physics in Stage 6 aims to enable students to develop an appreciation and understanding of the
application of the principles of physics, and of the theories, laws, models, systems and structures of physics. It
also enables students to apply Working Scientifically skills and processes to examine physics models and
practices and their applications.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e Kinematics

e Dynamics

Waves and Thermodynamics
Electricity and Magnetism

HSC course

e Advanced Mechanics

e Electromagnetism

e The Nature of Light

e From the Universe to the Atom

The Working Scientifically outcomes and content are integrated into each module wherever students
undertake an investigation.

Particular course requirements

Both the Preliminary and HSC Courses require 120 hours with 60 hours devoted to the first two modules and
60 hours to the second two modules. 15 hours must be allocated to depth studies within each 120-hour course
and practical investigations must occupy a minimum of 35 hours of course time.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3-hour written examination. 100 e Skills in Working Scientifically 60
e Knowledge and understanding of course content 40
100 100
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SCIENCE EXTENSION nsc vear 12 onwy)

1 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil
Prerequisite: one of, or a combination (up to 6 units of study) of Biology, Chemistry,
Earth and Environmental Science, Investigating Science or Physics in Year 11.
Corequisite: one of, or a combination (up to 7 units of study), of Biology, Chemistry,
Earth and Environmental Science, Investigating Science or Physics in Year 12.

At Covenant Christian School, the Science Extension syllabus provides opportunities for students to:

e appreciate how science contributes to contemporary society and our understanding of the world God has
created

e see how cultural, political and societal factors influence the development of scientific knowledge

e evaluate the limitations of scientific inquiry from a biblical framework

e see how Christian scientists can act ethically in the collecting and analysing of data and in the publishing of
scientific research results.

Course description

Science Extension focuses on the authentic application of scientific research skills to produce a Scientific
Research Report. Students propose and develop a research question, formulate a hypothesis and develop
evidence-based responses to create their Scientific Research Report which is supported by a Scientific Research
Portfolio. Students have the opportunity to learn about the development of scientific knowledge and scientific
methods of inquiry as well as the use of statistics in scientific research.

Main topics covered

The course comprises of four modules:
o Module 1: The Foundations of Scientific Thinking
o Module 2: The Scientific Research Proposal
o Module 3: The Data, Evidence and Decisions
o Module 4: The Scientific Research Report.

Particular course requirements

This course requires 60 hours total with 20 hours devoted to the first two modules and 40 hours devoted to
modules three and four. The Scientific Research Report and Portfolio produced in this course may be an
extension of, but must not overlap with or significantly duplicate, any depth study attempted in the Year 11 or
Year 12 Biology, Chemistry, Earth and Environmental Science, Investigating Science or Physics courses.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Online examination. This task 100 e Communicating scientifically 30
may assess a broad range of e  Gathering, recording, analysing and evaluating data 30
course content and outcomes. e Application of scientific research skills 40
100 100
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SOCIETY AND CULTURE

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

Society and Culture at Covenant Christian School provides students with the opportunity to develop their
understanding of themselves and what gives them their identity and sense of worth, not just from a secular
view but specifically from a Christ-centred perspective. Whilst societies have many positive aspects, there are
also negative aspects. As members of society, students will be exposed to both these aspects during their lives.
This course enables students to begin to appreciate the strengths and weaknesses of their society and culture,
as well as that of others through the prism of Christ’s life and teaching about family, interpersonal relations,
and the role of society. Throughout the course students also develop skills in social research which will enable
them to analyse and assess components of our society and be in a better position to encourage and assist
others, and ultimately to make a difference to bring about positive Christ-centred solutions.

Course description

Society and Culture deals with areas of interest and relevance to students, and develops knowledge,
understanding, skills, values, and attitudes essential to an appreciation of the social world. The interaction of
persons, society, culture, environment, and time, and how they shape human behaviour, is a central theme of
study. Students develop an understanding of research methodologies and undertake research in an area of
particular interest to them. The research findings are presented for external assessment in the Personal Interest
Project.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e The Social and Cultural World (30% of course time)
e Personal and Social Identity (40% of course time)
e Intercultural Communication (30% of course time)

HSC course

e Social and Cultural Continuity and Change (30% of course time)

e The Personal Interest Project (30% of course time)

o Depth Studies (40% of course time). Two chosen from: Popular Culture, Belief Systems, Social Inclusion
and Exclusion, or Social Conformity and Non-conformity.

Particular course requirements

Completion of a Personal Interest Project.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 2-hour written examination 60 e Knowledge and understanding of course content 50
including multiple choice, short e Application and evaluation of social and cultural 30
answer and extended responses. research methodologies
e Communication of information, ideas and issues in 20
Personal Interest Project 40 appropriate forms
100 100
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SOFTWARE ENGINEERING

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, the Software Engineering course provides opportunities for students to:

e acknowledge God as the perfect Designer and Creator of the universe

e develop social, ethical and environmental responsibility in design and the use of software and technology
by recognising God as the provider of all resources

e use their God-given creative skills in the design, development and evaluation of software solutions

e develop godly attitudes in the way they treat others within the classroom and the wider community.

Course description

The study of Software Engineering in Year 11-12 aims at developing a student’s understanding of software
engineering as a facet of computer science. Students have the opportunity to develop their knowledge and
understanding of software engineering, hardware and software integration, and the design, production,
implementation and evaluation of computer programs. Students are guided through a systematic approach to
problem-solving when designing and developing creative software solutions.

Software Engineering promotes a deeper understanding of fundamental concepts, programming languages
and innovative technologies, leading to greater flexibility when developing software solutions. Students
perform project work and apply their knowledge and skills in programming fundamentals, the object-oriented
paradigm, programming mechatronics, secure software architecture, programming for the web and software
automation, and use the acquired knowledge and skills to develop a software engineering project. Project
work enables students to collaborate on problems and develop team and communication skills that are highly
valued in the industry. An understanding of the Python programming language is also assumed.

Software Engineering encourages students to explore the impact of innovations in computing technology on
society and the environment. They engage with technologies that improve access to, and participation in, a
range of industries.

Preliminary Course

The Year 11 course provides students with opportunities to develop and apply an understanding of the
fundamental elements involved in creating software. The following topics are covered in Year 11:

e Programming Fundamentals
¢ The Object-Oriented Paradigm
e Programming Mechatronics

HSC Course

The Year 12 course provides students with opportunities to extend their knowledge, understanding and skills
in the development of software. A major software engineering project provides students with the
opportunity to further focus on an area of interest and develop extensive coding and project management
skills. The following topics are covered in Year 12:

¢ Secure Software Architecture
e Programming for the Web

e Software Automation

e Software Engineering Project
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SOFTWARE ENGINEERING (continuey

Assessment: HSC course only

HSC Internal Assessment will involve a maximum of four tasks, of which one will be a formal examination, and
another a large individual project (30% weighting) incorporating a range of skills learnt in the units available.

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 2.5-houronline exam 100 e Knowledge and understanding of course content 50
e Knowledge and skills in the practical application of the 50
content
100 100

48




SPANISH BEGINNERS

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Spanish Continuers, Spanish Extension. Strict eligibility rules
apply to the study of this subject (eligibility document must be signed.)

At Covenant Christian School, students will study languages from a Christian perspective and will be
encouraged to see the diversity of God’s people in the way they express themselves through language and
culture. Learning another language gives us the opportunity to communicate with, serve, and understand
others who may not speak our language. Language itself is a gift from God.

Course description

In the Preliminary and HSC courses, students will develop the linguistic and intercultural knowledge and
understanding, and the speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills to communicate in Spanish. Topics
studied through two interdependent perspectives, the personal world, and the Spanish-speaking communities,
provide contexts in which students develop their communication skills in Spanish and their knowledge and
understanding of language and culture.

Students’ skills in, and knowledge of, Spanish will be developed through tasks associated with a range of texts
and text types, which reflect the topics. Students will also gain an insight into the culture and language of
Spanish-speaking communities through the study of a range of texts.

Main topics covered

e Family life, home, and neighbourhood
e People, places, and communities
Education and work

Friends, recreation, and pastimes
Holidays, travel, and tourism

Future plans and aspirations

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Speaking 20 Speaking 20
Listening 30 Listening 30
Reading 30 Reading 30
Writing 20 Writing 20
100 100

49



SPANISH CONTINUERS

2 Unit Board Developed Course Prerequisites: 200-400 hours study of the language in Stage 5 or
equivalent knowledge is assumed

Exclusions: Spanish Beginners

At Covenant Christian School, students will study languages from a Christian perspective and will be
encouraged to see the diversity of God’s people in the way they express themselves through language and
culture. Learning another language gives us the opportunity to communicate with, serve, and understand
others who may not speak our language. Language itself is a gift from God.

Course description

The Preliminary and HSC courses have, as their organisational focuses, prescribed themes, and mandatory
topics. Students’ skills in, and knowledge of, Spanish will be developed through tasks associated with a range
of texts and text types, which reflect the themes and topics. Students will also gain an insight into the culture
and language of Spanish-speaking communities through the study of a range of texts.

Prescribed themes Mandatory topics

The Individual Personal Identity
Education and Future Aspirations
Leisure and Interests

Feelings, Opinions, Attitudes and Preferences

The Spanish-speaking Communities Travel and Tourism
Lifestyles

Arts and Entertainment

The Changing World The World of Work
Current Issues

Youth Issues

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Speaking 20 Speaking 20
Listening 30 Listening 30
Reading 30 Reading 30
Writing 20 Writing 20
100 100
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STUDIES OF RELIGION |

1 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Studies of Religion Il

At Covenant Christian School, Studies of Religion gives the students an ideal opportunity to explore their own
belief system and to see how it impacts on all of life. It also gives the students an opportunity to compare
Christianity to other world religions such as Islam and to understand its uniqueness. They will also look at some
big issues and be given a chance to explore the way a religious position affects the way in which an issue is
approached.

Course description

Studies of Religion | promotes an understanding and critical awareness of the nature and significance of religion
and the influence of belief systems and religious traditions on individuals and within society.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

e Nature of religion and beliefs.

e The nature of religion and beliefs including Australian Aboriginal beliefs and spiritualities as a distinctive
response to the human search for meaning in life.

e Two religious traditions studies from: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism; Origins; Principal
Beliefs; Sacred Texts and Writings; Core ethical teachings; and Personal Devotion/Expression of
Faith/Observance.

HSC course

e Religion and Belief Systems in Australia Post-1945.

e Religious Expression in Australia’s Multi-cultural and Multi-faith Society since 1945, including an
appreciation of Aboriginal spiritualities and their contribution to an understanding of religious beliefs
and religious expression in Australia today.

e Two religious tradition depth studies from: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism; Significant

People and Ideas; Ethical Teachings in the Religious Tradition about Bioethics, or Environmental Ethics,
or Sexual Ethics; and Significant Practices in the Life of Adherents.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 1.5-hour written examination: ¢ Knowledge and understanding of 20
e Section I: Religion and Belief Systems in 15 course content
Australia post-1945 e Source-based skills 10
e Section II: Religious Tradition depth 15 e |nvestigation and research 10
studies e Communication of information, ideas 10
e Section |Ill: Religious Tradition depth 20 and issues in appropriate forms
studies (extended response).
50 50
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STUDIES OF RELIGION Il

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Studies of Religion |

At Covenant Christian School, Studies of Religion gives the students an ideal opportunity to explore their own
belief system and to see how it impacts on all of life. It also gives the students an opportunity to compare
Christianity to other world religions such as Islam and to understand its uniqueness. They will also look at some
big issues and be given a chance to explore the way a religious position affects the way in which an issue is
approached.

Course description

Studies of Religion Il promotes an understanding and critical awareness of the nature and significance of
religion and the influence of beliefs systems and religious traditions on individuals and within society.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course

Nature of religion and beliefs: the nature of religion and beliefs including Australian Aboriginal beliefs
and spiritualities, as a distinctive response to the human search for meaning in life. Three religious
traditions studies from: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism; Origins; Principal Beliefs;
Sacred Texts and Writings; Core Ethical Teachings; or Personal Devotion/Expression of Faith/Observance.

e Religions of Ancient Origin.
e Religion in Australia Pre-1945.
HSC course

e Religion and Belief Systems in Australia Post-1945.

e Religious Expression in Australia’s Multi-cultural and Multi-faith Society since 1945, including an
appreciation of Aboriginal spiritualties and their contribution to an understanding of religious beliefs and
religious expression in Australia today.

e Two religious tradition depth studies from: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism; Significant
people and ideas; Ethical Teachings in the Religious Tradition about Bioethics, or Environmental Ethics,
or Sexual Ethics; or Significant Practices in the Life of Adherents.

e Religion and Peace.

Religion and non-religion.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
A 3 hour written examination: e Knowledge and understanding of 40
e Section I: Religion and Belief Systems 30 course content 20
in  Australia  post-1945;  Religion and e Source-based skills 20
non-religion e |nvestigation and research 20
e Section II: Religious Tradition depth studies 30 e Communication of information,
e Section lll: Religious Tradition depth studies ideas and issues in appropriate
(extended response) 20 forms
e Section IV: Religion and Peace (extended
response). 20
100 100
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TEXTILES AND DESIGN

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil

At Covenant Christian School, the Textiles and Design syllabus provides opportunities for students to:

e acknowledge God as the perfect Designer and Creator of the universe

e develop environmental and social responsibility in design, by recognizing God as the provider of all
resources

e use their God-given creative skills in the design process

e develop godly attitudes in the classroom and the wider community.

Course description

The Textiles and Design Preliminary course is designed to enable students to understand and appreciate the
nature and significance of textiles, and to develop confidence and competence in the selection, design,
manufacture and application of textile items.

Preliminary course

Students will undertake two Preliminary Textile Projects:

e Preliminary Project 1: Drawn from the area of study: Design, this project focuses on the generation
and communication of ideas, design modification, manipulative skills, evaluation of ideas and the
project, and management of time and resources.

e Preliminary Project 2: Drawn from the area of study: Properties and Performance of Textiles, this
project focuses on an analysis of fabric, yarn and fibre properties, experimental procedures, product
design, fabric choice, manipulative and management skills, communication methods and the
recording of information.

HSC course

Students will undertake a Major Textiles Project. The project focus is selected from one of the following
areas: apparel, furnishings, costume, textile arts or non-apparel. The selected focus area allows students to
explore in detail one area of interest through a creative textile design process that integrates the areas of
design. Students will also engage in-depth studies on properties and performance of textiles and the
Australian textile, clothing, footwear, and allied industries.

Particular course requirements

In the Preliminary course, students will participate in two hands-on practical activities. In the HSC course, the
Major Textiles Project has two components:

e Supporting documentation: design inspiration; visual design concept development; project
manufacture specification; and investigation, experimentation, and evaluation
e Textile item/s.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting
Major Project and related 50 e Knowledge and understanding of textiles and the textile 50
documentation industry

A 1.5 hour written examination 50 o Skills in design, manipulation, experimentation, analysis, 50

manufacture and selection of textiles for specific end
purposes, using appropriate technology

100 100
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VISUAL ARTS

2 Unit Board Developed Course Exclusions exist between Content Endorsed Courses (Ceramics, Furnishing,
Photography and Visual Design) and the Board Developed Visual Arts Course whereby
the Visual Arts Body of Work cannot contain products developed for these courses.

At Covenant Christian School we recognise that humanity is created in God’s image, and that all humankind
possesses the basic creative equipment of the artist (ideas, emotions, experience of life). We can appreciate,
imagine, observe, and be playful, innovative and fanciful. The Visual Arts cater for our imaginative and
explorative ability by encouraging learning through personal expression, selectivity, and interpretation.
Through making and studying artworks, we can know, enjoy, and evaluate the visual aesthetic of God’s creation
and the visual expressions of humankind. We learn how to communicate our ideas and feelings and how others
communicate using a visual language, signs and symbols, the only mode in which some aspects of the world
can be comprehended and shared.

Course description

Visual Arts involves students in the practices of artmaking, art criticism and art history. Students develop their
own artworks, culminating in a ‘body of work’ in the HSC course that reflects students’ knowledge and
understanding about their practice, and which demonstrates their ability to visually resolve a conceptually
strong work. Students critically and historically investigate artworks, critics, historians, and artists from
Australia as well as those from other cultures, traditions, and times. The Preliminary course is broad, while the
HSC course provides for deeper, increasingly more independent investigations. While the course builds on
Visual Arts courses in Stages 4 and 5, it also caters for students with more limited experience in Visual Arts.

Main topics covered

Preliminary course learning opportunities focus on: the nature of practice in art-making; art criticism and art
history through different investigations; the role and function of artists, artworks, the world, and audiences in
the art world; the different ways the Visual Arts may be interpreted and how students might develop their own
informed viewpoint; how students may develop meaning and focus and interest in their work; and building
understandings over time through various investigations and working in different art forms.

HSC course learning opportunities focus on: how students may develop their own practice of art-making, art
criticism and art history applied to selected areas of interest; students developing their own informed points
of view in increasingly independent ways and use different interpretive frameworks in their investigations;
students learning about the relationships between artists, artworks, the world, and audiences within the art
world; and how students may further develop meaning and focus in their work.

Particular course requirements

e Preliminary course: Students develop artworks in at least three expressive forms and a process diary.
They also study a broad investigation of ideas in art criticism and art history.

e HSC course: Students develop a body of work and a process diary. They also explore various case studies
(4-10 hours each) and deeper and more complex investigations of ideas in art criticism and art history.

e Please note that additional costs may be necessary for students’ bodies of works.

Assessment: HSC course only

External assessment Weighting | Internal assessment Weighting

e A 1.5-hour written exam 50 e Development of the body of work 50

e Submission of a body of work 50 e Art criticism and art history 50
100 100
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