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PREFACE 
 
 
 

“Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 
 

1 Corinthians 10:31 
 
 
 
Dear parents and students 
 
This booklet explains the process of determining Higher School Certificate (HSC) assessment marks received 
within the semester reports and provides an understanding of the expectations required for the completion 
of these courses. Additionally, this booklet provides an assessment schedule for each course completed at 
Covenant Christian School. It is important to note that this information should be read in conjunction with 
both the assessment task calendar and individual assessment notifications. These documents will provide 
greater detail about individual tasks students are required to complete. 
 
Assessment procedures are designed to encourage all students to develop deep knowledge, skills and 
attitudes relevant to each course of study. Assessments should be seen as an opportunity to gain meaningful 
feedback for students, parents and teachers. We encourage everyone to carefully reflect on all feedback 
given to maximise their learning opportunities and to further their knowledge and skills of course content.  
 
We trust that this overview of assessment tasks assists in providing the necessary clarity to ensure each 
course can be approached in an organised and diligent manner. However, we urge students to see all 
learning opportunities in class and at home as important to provide a depth of knowledge required to 
complete each course to the best of their ability. We pray that each and every learning experience can 
further develop an understanding of God and how we can glorify Him in every aspect of life.  
 
If you have any questions about any of these matters, please feel free to contact me or the relevant subject 
coordinator.  
 
 
In Christ  
 
 
 
 
 
Sam Glassock 
Head of Secondary School  
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ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES 

HSC assessment 
For each course, schools prepare and administer an Assessment Program in accordance with the syllabus. 
 
Assessment tasks within this program are designed to measure knowledge, skills and understanding in 
relation to a wide range of outcomes. Tasks may include tests, written assignments, practical activities, 
fieldwork and projects. 
 
For most Board Developed Courses, school-based assessment throughout the HSC course contributes 50% of 
the HSC mark, and is reported on the student’s Course Report and Record of Achievement. 
 
At the conclusion of the HSC Assessment Program, Covenant will submit a school-based assessment mark to 
the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for each of the student’s courses based on his/her 
performance in the assessment tasks. The assessment mark submitted is adjusted (moderated) by NESA to 
produce the assessment mark that appears on the student’s results. 

 

Internal assessment 
The assessment marks submitted by the school for each course are intended to indicate students’ 
achievements relative to each other at the end of the HSC course. The assessment marks will be based on 
achievements measured at points throughout the course. 
 
This measure of students’ relative achievements is based upon: 
• a wider range of syllabus outcomes than may be measured by the external examination, although it must 

cover all the outcomes measured by the examination. 
• multiple measures and observations made throughout the HSC course rather than a single, final 

examination. 
 
It caters for knowledge and skills outcomes that are better assessed in specific settings (e.g. research, 
fieldwork or practical skills), thus broadening the base of the assessment. 

 

Implementation of assessment programs 
For most courses, other than VET courses and Mathematics, the assessments submitted to NESA will relate 
only to the HSC component of courses. At Covenant, the HSC courses will commence during Term 4 of 
Year 11 and continue throughout Year 12. Assessment tasks will be spread throughout all four terms. 
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ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES (CONT) 

Practical subjects 
The HSC exams for the following courses include performance exams or submitted major works: 

• Dance 

• Design & Technology 

• Drama 

• English Extension 2 

• History Extension 

• Industrial Technology 

• Music 

• Science Extension* 

• Society & Culture 

• Textiles & Design 

• Visual Arts 
 
 

Note: Language exams are held in Term 3 on Saturdays. They are conducted at Metropolitan Centres, not at 
Covenant Christian School. 
 
No major work developed for one subject may be submitted for assessment in any other HSC course. For 
example, wearable art produced for Visual Arts may not be submitted for Design & Technology. 
 
Should a student choose a subject that requires them to create a practical project then they need to 
understand and adhere to the following guidelines: 
 
• the projects must remain small enough so that they are manageable for the student to complete on their 

own 
• the majority of the work must be completed in class time unless otherwise organised with the teacher in 

charge. 
 
Students must use their allocated class time to seek advice from their teachers. They are not to expect 
access to their teachers during the teacher’s preparation time. In special situations, teachers of practical 
subjects will negotiate with the class for their availability outside of class time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* The Science Extension Scientific Research Report forms part of the student’s school assessment mark for the course. The report is 
uploaded and may be used as a reference during the HSC Science Extension online exam. 
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ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES (CONT) 

School’s responsibilities for the assessment program 
Covenant Christian School has developed an assessment program for each course in accordance to NESA 
guidelines. In effectively implementing the program, the school has a number of responsibilities. These 
include providing information in relation to the following: 
 
• identifying a minimum number of tasks that will be used to measure students’ achievement in each 

course component. These tasks could include formal examinations, practical activities, written 
assignments, oral tests, fieldwork and projects. 

• allocating weightings to each task  
• scheduling of assessment tasks, taking into consideration the demands of the tasks on the students and 

the teachers and in relation to other school events and activities 
• providing access to up-to-date assessment task calendars  
• notifying students with written advice of upcoming assessments. This is provided at least 2 weeks prior to 

a task’s due date. 
• notifying students in a timely manner of any changes to assessment task due dates 
• providing students with constructive feedback on the results of their assessments, with marking 

completed in accordance with identified marking criteria 
• providing access to policies and procedures relating to the assessment process including illness & 

misadventure, malpractice and plagiarism and the Student Code of Conduct. 

Students’ responsibilities for submission/completion of assessment tasks 
Students have a range of responsibilities in relation to assessment completion. These include:  
 

• Being familiar with the course assessment requirements set out in this booklet. 

• Being aware of the due dates for assessment tasks – these can be found on the Covenant website. 

• Being present at school for all assessment tasks. 

• Being on time for assessment tasks as students will not be given an extension of time due to lack of 
punctuality. If they are late for an assessment task held in school time, they need to report to Student 
Reception as soon as possible. 

• Submitting assessment tasks completed outside of school on the due date and by 8.45am (unless otherwise 
specified on the Assessment Notification).  

• Checking that nothing has been omitted or substituted in their submitted work. Failure to do so will not be 
grounds for a successful misadventure appeal. 

• Ensuring that an assessment task submitted electronically has been received by the due date and time. 
There are risks associated with electronic submission of tasks, and it is recommended that electronically 
submitted work be submitted at least two days prior to the due date as the school is not responsible for any 
technical problems that the student experiences. 

• If a student comes to school and becomes ill on the day of an assessment task or has suffered a 
misadventure immediately prior to the day of an assessment task, they must: 

1) inform the relevant Head of Faculty 

2) inform their Year Coordinator  

3) ensure an online Illness & Misadventure Application is submitted with required supporting 
documentation. The form must be submitted within 24 hours of the task. 
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ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES (CONT) 
• If a student is absent on the day of an in-school assessment task they must submit an online Illness & 

Misadventure Application with appropriate supporting documentation to explain the absence. Refer to the 
Illness and Misadventure Provision section of this booklet. 

• Students should be present the day before an assessment task.  If a student is absent the day before an 
assessment task (part day or full day), they must submit an online Illness & Misadventure Application with 
appropriate supporting documentation to explain the absence. This includes being absent on a Friday when 
a task is scheduled on the following Monday. Please refer to the Illness and Misadventure section of this 
booklet for additional details about illness and misadventure. 

• If a student is absent on the day a hand-in task is due, they must contact their teacher and email a copy 
of the task. The student will also need to complete an online Illness & Misadventure Application. The 
hand-in task must be submitted in hard copy upon return and not be different from the emailed task. 

• If a student notices a clash of activities with an assessment task (e.g., a sporting event or excursion) 
they must notify their teacher in a timely manner. If an alternative date cannot be found, then the 
assessment task takes priority. 

 

As a general rule, no extensions of time will be given (except where illness and misadventure provisions 
apply and are supported by documentary evidence). In these and other exceptional circumstances, an 
application for an extension may be made in advance of the assessment task due date. 

 

Assessment tasks should be submitted in one of the following ways: 

• Hard copy (in paper) - to the School Office on the due date and by 8.45am (unless otherwise specified 
on the Assessment Notification), or 

• Electronically - via email, Canvas (the school learning management system), or other means as directed 
by the teacher, or 

• If a Practical task – as directed by the teacher. 
 
In the case of illness or misadventure, students should submit their work electronically as proof that they 
have completed a task. They may still be required to submit a hard copy as soon as possible thereafter, but it 
must not be different to the initial electronic version submitted. 
 

Requests for Approved Leave 
 
We strongly advise families not to plan and book holidays during term time as this impacts on students' 
abilities to prepare for and submit assessment tasks.  
 
If exceptional circumstances arise such that the student plans to be absent for part of an asessment period 
or task, they must apply to the Principal before the period of absence to request approval of the leave.  
 
If an asessment task is scheduled during the planned absence, alternative arrangements must be made for 
that student to complete any missed assessment tasks without penalty.  
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ILLNESS AND MISADVENTURE PROVISIONS  
Illness and misadventure provisions are available to support students who are unwell or have a valid reason 
that might prevent them from completing an assessment task. 
 
In any case of illness or misadventure relating to an assessment task, the affected student will need to make 
a formal application to the Principal, via the Head of School, for approval to do a postponed or substitute 
task, within 24 hours of the task. Requests made after 24 hours of the scheduled assessment task due date 
may not be accepted. To begin this process, students must complete the online Illness and Misadventure 
Application form available on the Covenant website. By submitting an application, students should not 
automatically expect approval of their request. 
 
Once the online Illness and Misadventure Application has been submitted, together with required supporting 
documentation, the application will be assessed by the Illness and Misadventure Committee. The 
Committee’s decision will be communicated to the student, the parents and the relevant staff.  
 
Where a student fails to submit an assessment task specified in the Assessment Program, or is absent on the 
day of an ‘in school’ task (for what is deemed a valid reason, e.g. illness or approved leave), then a mark may 
be awarded based on a postponed or substitute task, upon approval of an Illness and Misadventure 
Application. In exceptional circumstances, the Principal may authorise the use of an estimate based on other 
appropriate evidence and in line with NESA guidelines.  
 
For an Illness and Misadventure Application to be considered for a “hand-in” assessment, please note the 
following:  
 
• If a student is unable to attend school due to illness or misadventure on the day an assessment task is 

due, they should still endeavour to submit their assessment task as directed. If the student is unable to 
submit the task via Canvas, they must contact the school on the morning of the assessment task due date 
and submit an online Illness and Misadventure Application with the required supporting documentation. 
Requests made after 24 hours of the scheduled assessment task due date may not be accepted. The task 
should be submitted the first day the student returns back to school. 

• Requests for an Illness and Misadventure Application where an extension is being sought must be 
submitted at least 24 hours prior to the assessment task due date. Requests made after this time may not 
be accepted.  

• All Illness and Misadventure claims must be supported with relevant supporting documentation which 
could include the Illness Evidence Form and medical certificate, the Misadventure Evidence Form and/or 
statutory declaration. This documentation must be submitted with the online form. 
 

For an Illness and Misadventure Application to be considered for an “in-class” assessment or exam, please 
note the following: 
 
• If a student is unable to attend school the day of an assessment task, they must contact the School Office 

on the morning of that day (prior to the assessment/exam start time).  
• If a student becomes unwell during an assessment task or exam held at school, they must report their 

illness immediately to the teacher or exam supervisor who will advise what actions need to be taken.  
• Requests for Illness and Misadventure Applications must be submitted within 24 hours of the in-class 

assessment or exam. Requests made after 24 hours of the scheduled time may not be accepted.  
• All Illness and Misadventure claims must be supported with relevant documentation as outlined in the 

online form. These documents must be uploaded when completing the online Illness and Misadventure 
Application.  

 
Please note: In cases where a student has an ongoing medical condition that is documented with the school, 
the Medical Certificate needs to highlight the potential of an exacerbation of the condition in given 
situations such as exam environments.  
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ILLNESS AND MISADVENTURE PROVISIONS (CONT) 
Students are advised that NESA requires that we assess the student’s actual performance not potential 
performance in our Assessment Program. This means that the final overall assessment mark must not be 
modified to take into account possible effects of illness or domestic situations. If, however, a student 
considers that for unforeseen circumstances they were adversely affected during the performance of an 
assessment task, they must follow the Illness and Misadventure Procedure.  
 
This is also the case for any student who finds that they have HSC examinations and practical submission 
dates at the same time as any assessment task. Should this be the case, the HSC task will take preference 
over the assessment task. Appeals regarding Illness and Misadventure application outcomes can be made to 
the Principal. 
 
 
Absences the day (whole or partial) before an assessment task 
 
If a student is absent from school the day (whole day or part of the day)before an assessment task, the 
student is responsible for ensuring an online Illness and Misadventure Application is submitted within 24 
hours, with appropriate supporting documentation to explain the absence.  
 
Failure to submit a valid Illness and Misadventure Application within 24 hours of the absence will result in a 
penalty of 25% of the mark awarded. 
 
 
Illness and Misadventure during HSC Examinations 
 
It must be noted that the illness and misadventure procedures followed during HSC Final Examinations differ 
from the school-based online illness and misadventure procedures outlined above. 
 
Below is an extract from the NESA HSC Rules and Procedures booklet: 

 
Apply if an illness or misadventure affects your exam performance 
 
If illness or misadventure stops you from attending an exam or affects your performance in the exam, it is 
your right and responsibility to submit an illness/misadventure application. 
 
To do this, ask your principal or the exam’s presiding officer for an application form and the Information 
Guide for Students, which explain how to apply. Follow the instructions and keep the acknowledgement 
letter you will receive in Students Online. 
 
Illness/misadventure applications are for cases where an illness or misadventure: 
 
• occurs immediately before or during an HSC exam, which was beyond your control, and 
• prevented you from attending or diminished your exam performance. 
 
These applications do not cover: 
 
• difficulty preparing or lost preparation time 
• alleged deficiencies in teaching 
• lost time or facilities for study before the formal study vacation 
• misreading exam timetables 
• misreading exam instructions 
• entering or sitting for the wrong exam 
• long-term illness (eg glandular fever, asthma or epilepsy), unless you can show it recurred suddenly and 

unexpectedly during the exam period 
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ILLNESS AND MISADVENTURE PROVISIONS (CONT) 
 

• conditions for which you have been granted disability provisions, unless you have further unexpected 
difficulties 

• conditions for which you should have applied for disability provisions 
• courses where you are a self-tuition student 
• other commitments such as participation in entertainment, family holiday, work, sporting events, or 

attendance at exams conducted by other education organisations. 
 
Always attend exams if you can, even if you have had an illness or misadventure. If you do not attend an 
exam and your Illness/Misadventure application is unsuccessful, you will not receive a result in that course. 
This could mean that you are ineligible for the award of the Higher School Certificate. 
 
 
NESA does not expect you to attend an exam against medical advice or if it is unsafe to do so. 
 
Speak to your principal if you are unable to attend an exam. 
 
Understand what happens next 
 
If you apply for illness/misadventure, you will need to include advice from a relevant independent expert, for 
example a doctor or police officer, to show why you could not attend the exam. You must seek independent 
evidence on the same day, either immediately before or after each exam for which you are applying. The 
documentation you provide must be current, specific to the date and time of the exam, and submitted with 
the Illness/ Misadventure form. A medical certificate that merely states you were unfit for work/study is 
unacceptable. 
 
We will not uphold an illness/misadventure application if we do not consider that the reason for your 
absence is serious. 
 
You must lodge the illness/misadventure application for HSC written exams with NESA shortly after that 
exam. For performance exams or submitted works, you must apply within one week of the exam, 
performance or submission date. Your principal must sign your application. We will only consider late 
applications in exceptional circumstances. 
 
If we uphold your application, you will receive either: 
• your exam mark, or 

• a mark calculated from your assessment mark/estimated mark or unaffected components of your exam 
whichever is higher. 

 
Your illness/misadventure application results will be released with your exam results. 
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DISABILITY PROVISIONS 
 
Disability provisions provide students with practical support if they have a disability that would, in a normal 
exam situation, prevent them from: 

• reading exam questions and/or 
• communicating responses. 

 
If a student would like to apply for disability provisions, they can speak to: 

• the Head of Secondary School, 
• the Learning Support Coordinator, 
• the Year Coordinator, or 
• the School Counsellor. 

 
Applications for known conditions must be submitted by the end of Term 1.  
 
It must be noted that there is no guarantee NESA will grant the same provisions for the HSC exams as those 
given at school for school-based assessment tasks. For the HSC, it is NESA’s responsibility to ensure that 
students across NSW with similar functional evidence of the impact of their disability receive similar 
provisions.  
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MALPRACTICE AND PLAGIARISM 
 
Malpractice is any activity undertaken by a student that allows them to gain an unfair advantage over others. 
It includes, but is not limited to: 
 

• plagiarism 
• using AI generated content 
• copying someone else’s work in part or in whole, and presenting it as their own 
• using material directly from books, journals or the internet without reference to the source 
• building on the ideas of another person without reference to the source 
• buying, stealing or borrowing another person’s work and presenting it as their own 
• submitting work to which another person such as a parent, coach or subject expert has contributed 

substantially 
• using words, ideas, designs or the workmanship of others in practical and performance tasks without 

appropriate acknowledgment 
• paying someone to write or prepare material 
• breaching school examination rules 
• using non-approved aids during an assessment task 
• contriving false explanations to explain work not handed in by the due date 
• assisting another student to engage in malpractice. 

 
If the malpractice is proven, a zero mark will be considered for that task. In some circumstances, the school 
may decide to administer a substitute task. The penalty will be appropriate to the seriousness of the offence. 
 
Staff may check the originality of submitted work via online systems such as Turn-It-In. 
 
For hard copy tasks that are submitted to the Office, students must sign the Assessment Cover Sheet 
acknowledging that their assessment task is entirely their own work.  
 
Schools are required to enter all instances of proven malpractice in assessment tasks on the NESA Register.  
 
All students must have completed the NESA course, “All My Own Work”. Work submitted for assessment 
tasks must be the student’s own work. 
 
Malpractice in the HSC will disqualify students from an award in that subject. 
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ASSESSMENT RESULTS 

Penalties for failure to complete assessment tasks, late submission and 
invalid absence 
Invalid reasons for absence on the day of an ‘in school’ task will result in a mark of zero.  
 
Invalid reasons for absence (whole day or part day) on the day before an asssssment task is due, will result in 
a penalty of 25% of the final mark awarded for the assessment task. 
 
Tasks completed out of school must be signed in at the School Office in accordance with the submisison 
requirements. If a task is submitted after the specified time on the due date it will be subject to a penalty of 
25% of the mark awarded for each 24-hour period, or part thereof, after the due time and date. Thereafter, 
it will receive a mark of zero. 
 
In the exceptional case of a task completed but accidentally left at home on the due day, the Principal may 
give permission for arrangements to be made for its delivery to school. Under these circumstances, the 
Principal may waive the penalty for lateness if it is obvious that by late submission, the student has not 
gained any advantage. 
 
In all cases where a mark penalty has been applied, the student has the right to appeal to the Principal if they 
believe that there are extenuating circumstances and can demonstrate that they have not gained an 
advantage over other students. 
 
Where an assessment task is undertaken outside of school supervision, it MUST be the sole work of the 
student. Where necessary, a parental statement to vouch for the fact that it is the student’s own work may 
be required. Breach of this understanding or any misconduct during any assessment task, including 
examinations, may lead to a zero mark for the task concerned. 
 
Where a candidate has been given zero marks because of failure to complete assessment tasks totalling 
more than 50% of the final course assessment marks, the Principal must certify that the course has not been 
studied satisfactorily. 
 
Candidates attempting ten or more units who do not study a course satisfactorily will have neither 
assessment nor examination marks reported for those courses on which assessment requirements have not 
been met. This may mean that the student will not be eligible for the award of the Higher School Certificate, 
depending on the number of units which have been studied satisfactorily. 
 
 

‘N’ determinations and warnings 
The achievement of external credentials such as the Record of School Achievement (RoSA) and the Higher 
School Certificate (HSC) are able to be used as a means of accessing post-school education and training and 
other career opportunities. For these reasons, and to maintain the integrity of the system, the NSW 
Education Standards Authority (NESA) has put in place for all schools – state, Catholic and independent – 
strict guidelines regarding students’ satisfactory completion of courses. 
 
If a student is not meeting the course requirements, they are given an ‘N award’ warning (a ARNC – At Risk of 
Non-Completion). An N-award letter is sent to the student and their parents. This letter provides details of the 
reasons for the N award and a date by which students should redeem the outcomes of the missed work. 
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ASSESSMENT RESULTS (CONT) 
The integrity of the RoSA and HSC credentials can only be maintained if high standards are consistently and 
equally applied to all students, regardless of their school. It is therefore important that the N award warning 
system is understood by students and their parents.  
 

Key points are detailed below: 

• A warning is typically given if a student: 

o does not submit or is absent for an assessment task without providing timely and adequate 
reasons through the submission of an Illness & Misadventure application; 

o has not demonstrated sustained diligence and application in class for reasons such as 
disengagement in class activities, not completing required class or homework and/or not 
making a serious effort to achieve outcomes. A teacher will make this assessment over a 
period of weeks.; 

o is deemed to have made a non-serious attempt in an assessment task (e.g. a frivolous or 
inappropriate response). 

• A warning is not issued for: 

o disciplinary reasons. It is not intended as a ‘stain’ on a student’s character or record. 
Simply, it is a concern that the student is not meeting course outcomes and that he/she 
may be in danger of not satisfactorily meeting course requirements. 

o work that may be below the standard of which a student is capable. It is, however, 
unfortunate if a student’s credential does not represent a level commensurate with their 
ability. 

• NESA requires TWO official warnings for a student before an N determination can be made 
by the Principal, at the end of a course. 

• Teachers do their best to avoid an N determination for any student, which is why warnings 
are given. Unfortunately, N determinations are occasionally made due to a student’s 
unwillingness to comply with the requirements outlined above. This upholds the integrity of 
the system for all students. 

• A student will be awarded a zero mark if they do not submit a task or are absent for 
an assessment task without submitting the required Illness & Misadventure 
application and documentation in a timely manner. 

• A zero mark for a significant assessment task may have an impact on a student’s rank order 
and overall grade awarded at the end of the course. 

• Redeeming a task (e.g. submitting after it was due) is required by NESA as evidence that a 
student has satisfied the requirements of a course. 

• Redeeming a task supports ongoing learning and demonstrates that a student can 
achieve the intended outcomes. 

• Redeeming a task does not, however, credit the student with marks above zero if the 
warning is for a missed assessment task. 

• Students may appeal if they believe the appropriate process has not been followed. They 
cannot, however, appeal on the basis of a disputed mark. 

 
Students who have not complied with the requirements for satisfactory completion of a course at the time 
of finalising assessments will not be regarded as having satisfactorily completed the course. The Principal will 
then issue an ‘N’ determination and advise NESA.  
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ASSESSMENT RESULTS (CONT) 

Submission of assessments to NESA and review procedures 
Students are reminded that as assessments will cover a wider range of Syllabus Objectives than is tested by 
the HSC examination alone, assessment rank order may differ from the rank order achieved in the 
examination. 
 
Whereas students will know the mark they achieve and the weighting of each task, moderation procedures 
may be such that they will not necessarily be able to calculate the assessment mark submitted by the school 
to NESA. Any moderation procedures will be such that ranking in individual tasks will not be altered. 
 
The final assessment marks submitted by the school are not to be made available to the students, however 
NESA will provide an order of merit advice for each student detailing his/her position within the school group 
for each Board Course presented. This will be made available to the student on request at any time after the 
final Higher School Certificate paper for the cohort and within the period of time for appeals (sometime in 
late November). 
 
Candidates may seek a review of their assessments if their position in the school’s order of merit differs 
significantly from expectations they have from feedback on their performance on assessment tasks 
throughout the course. 
 
An assessment review will relate only to the student’s position in the school’s order of merit and should 
focus on the school’s procedures for determining the final assessment mark in that order of merit. Students 
are not entitled to seek a review of teachers’ judgement of the worth of individual performance on 
assessment tasks as part of this formal review process. The results of individual assessment tasks may only 
be queried at the time the tasks are returned. 
 
If the student is not satisfied with the result of the school review, provisions have been made for subsequent 
appeals to NESA. The only ground for appeal will be where the candidate alleges that the conduct of the 
earlier school review did not comply with NESA’s requirements. 
 
 

Principal’s certification of completion of course requirements 
Students are reminded that satisfactory completion of a course involves participation in experiences that are 
integral requirements of the syllabus, e.g. assignments, practical work and participation in class, as well as 
completion of assessment tasks. 
 
The Principal can only certify that you have satisfied the requirements for any course if there is evidence that 
you have applied yourself with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences provided in 
the course by the school. 
 
If a student is in danger of failing to meet these requirements, they will be given a warning letter in the hope 
that they will remedy the situation. 
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ASSESSMENT RESULTS (CONT) 

Appeals process 
A student has the right to appeal the decision of an assessment task, an ‘N’ determination warning, a formal 
‘N’ determination and HSC Assessment Rankings.  
 
Depending on the individual circumstances, a Review Committee may be formed to hear an appeal by a 
student. The members of the Committee may differ depending on the nature of the appeal but will include 
the Head of Secondary School and the relevant Faculty Coordinator. 
 
Appealing an assessment task result, including a zero-mark award or an At Risk of Non-Completion (ARNC) 
Warning   
 
Students have five school days (which includes the day they receive a task back or from the dated warning 
letter) in which to lodge an appeal if they are unhappy about their result. Any requests made after this will 
not be accepted.  
 
The following procedure applies: 
 

a) Student must try to clarify the situation with the class teacher involved. 
b) If the situation is unresolved, then the student is to meet with the Faculty Coordinator. Notes will 

generally be taken and agreed to at the end of the meeting.    
c) If a satisfactory resolution cannot be achieved, the Head of Secondary School must be contacted in 

bringing about a resolution. All procedures that are followed will be consistent with NESA 
requirements. 

 
 
Appealing an ‘N’ determination  
 
Students who have not complied with the requirements for satisfactory completion of a course at the time 
of finalising assessments will not be regarded as having satisfactorily completed the course. The Principal will 
then issue an ‘N’ determination and advise NESA. 
 
A student can lodge an appeal for a review of an 'N' determination. This application must be submitted to 
the Principal by the date listed in NESA Timetable of Actions for Schools. 
 
The following procedure applies:  
  

a. A School Review Committee will be formed consisting of the Head of Secondary School, Director of 
Teaching & Learning, and the relevant Faculty Coordinator.  

b. This Review Committee will consider the appeal.  
c. If the School upholds the appeal, the School advises NESA by the date stipulated in the NESA 

Timetable of Actions for Schools. The student’s school assessment mark will be re-instated.  
d. If the appeal is declined, the student may appeal to NESA by the date stipulated in NESA Timetable 

of Actions for Schools. The NESA review will focus on whether the School review properly and 
correctly considered the matters before it.  

e. NESA will advise the student and the School Principal of the outcome of any appeal as soon as 
possible after the Higher School Certificate examinations.  
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ASSESSMENT RESULTS (CONT) 
 
Appealing HSC Assessment Rankings 
 
After the final HSC examination, a student can view their final assessment ranks for each course via Students 
Online. If a student feels that their position in the school’s order of merit differs significantly from their 
expectations based from feedback on their performance on assessment tasks throughout the course, then 
an appeal may be lodged.  
  
An assessment review will relate only to the student’s position in the school’s order of merit and should 
focus on the school’s procedures for determining the final assessment mark in that order of merit. Students 
are not entitled to seek a review of teachers’ judgement of the worth of individual performance on 
assessment tasks as part of this formal review process. The results of individual assessment tasks may only 
be queried at the time the tasks are returned.  
  
The following procedure applies:  
  

a. A School Review Committee will be formed consisting of the Head of Secondary School, Director of 
Teaching & Learning, and the relevant Faculty Coordinator.  

b. This Review Committee will consider the appeal. Reviews are limited to the assessment process. The 
only matters that the School will consider are whether or not:  

• the weightings specified by the School in its assessment program conform with NESA 
requirements as detailed in the relevant syllabus packages;   

• the procedures used by the School for determining the final assessment mark conform with 
the stated assessment program;   

• computational or other clerical errors have been made in the determination of the 
assessment mark.  

c. The School will advise the student and parent/guardian in writing of the outcome of its School 
review and will advise NESA of any changes to assessment rankings.  

d. If a student is dissatisfied with the outcome of the School review, he or she must advise the Head of 
Secondary School that there is a wish to lodge an appeal with NESA. The Head of Secondary School 
will explain to the student the required documentation associated with this appeal. This must be 
done by the date specified in the NESA Timetable of Actions for Schools.  

e. NESA conducts the review of the student appeal and notifies both the student and Head of 
Secondary School of the decision.  

f. If the student makes no appeal to NESA, all documentation is kept at the School and no further 
action is taken.  
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HSC RESULTS 
In December, the HSC results become available on Students Online and are sent to students by email and 
SMS. 
 
The HSC mark is a 50:50 combination of a student’s examination mark and school-based asssessment mark 
for each course. 
 
School-based assessment tasks measure performance in a wider range of course outcomes than can be 
tested in an external examination. Schools submit an HSC assessment mark for every student in most 
courses. NESA puts the marks through a process of moderation to allow a fair comparison of marks in each 
course across different schools.  
 
The examination mark for each course shows the student’s performance in the HSC examination for that 
course, which was set and marked by NESA. Each student’s achievement is assessed and reported against set 
standards of performance. A student’s raw exam marks are matched to the standards and the reporting 
scale used by NESA. It means a student is rewarded for their performance with the mark they deserve, no 
matter how many other students performed at a similar, higher or lower level. 
 
HSC marks for each course are divided into bands (1-6) and each band aligns with a description of a typical 
performance by a student within that mark range. Each band is aligned to what a student at that level of 
performance typically knows, understands and can do. 
 
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 
 
HSC students may indicate that they wish to have an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) calculated. 
The ATAR is not a mark, nor is it a summary of the HSC.  
 
The ATAR is a number between 0.00 and 99.95 that indicates a student’s position relative to all other 
students. 
 
The ATAR is a rank, not a mark, calculated and used by the Universities Admission Centre (UAC) to allocate 
university placements. 
 
The ATAR will be based on the aggregate of scaled marks in ten (10) units of ATAR courses, comprising: 
 

o two units of English, and 
o the best eight units chosen from the remaining units presented for examination. 

 
More detailed information in this regard can be found on the NESA and UAC websites. 
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ASSESSMENT TASK FLOWCHART 
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FACULTY ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORKS 
The following pages contain a summary of each Faculty’s Assessment Framework which includes: 

• the mandatory components and weightings of the assessment for each subject as specified by NESA, 
and 

• an indication of the range of assessment tasks to be used at Covenant for each subject and the 
approximate timing by term for each task across the four terms of the assessment program, as well as 
the weight of each task as a proportion of the final assessment. 

 
All faculties reserve the right to vary this program as necessary. Students will be given adequate written 
notice of any such alterations. 
 
As a general rule: 
 

• Dates for assessment tasks to be completed in any term will be given to students and parents at the 
beginning of that term in the form of an Assessment Task Calendar. 

• Any necessary details of the nature of the task will be given, in writing, at least two weeks prior to the 
date that an assessment task is to be submitted or performed at school. 

 
Students will be given meaningful feedback and their mark for an individual task at the time of its return. The 
marks awarded to individual assessment tasks can only be queried at the time the tasks are returned. 
 
Progressive rankings within individual subjects will only be reported to students after each of the two formal 
examination periods, on the formal school reports. 
 
Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Students will be notified in advance by their 
teacher if there is a change of date. Please check Assessment Task Calendars on the school app or school 
website for the most up-to-date information. 
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ANCIENT HISTORY 
Formal school-based assessment tasks in Ancient History are based on course requirements and components 
and weightings that contribute to the determination of the final mark for a course. The mark submitted by 
the school provides a summation of each student’s achievement measured at several points throughout the 
course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – ANCIENT HISTORY 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Sources Task & 
In-Class Test 

 
The Core: 
Cities of 
Vesuvius 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

 
 

Historical 
Analysis 

 
Historical 
Periods 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content 

10 10  20 40 

Historical skills in the 
analysis and 
evaluation of sources 
and interpretations 

10  10  20 

Historical inquiry and 
research  10 10  20 

Communication of 
historical 
understanding in 
appropriate forms 

 5 5 10 20 

Weighting (%) 20 25 25 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information.  
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BIOLOGY 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve a range of activities including hands-on 
practical tasks, written examinations and research assignments. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – BIOLOGY 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Skills and 
Problem Solving 

Half-Yearly 
Examination 

Depth  
Study 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Skills in working 
scientifically 10 15 25 10 60 

Knowledge and 
understanding of course 
content 

5 10 5 20 40 

Weighting (%) 15 25 30 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
Assessment of student performance in Business Studies will involve four assessment tasks covering all course 
outcomes over a range of topics and complies with the mandatory assessment components and their 
relative weightings, as indicated below, that are specified by NESA. The variety of tasks gives students the 
opportunity to demonstrate their acquisition of the course outcomes in different ways. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – BUSINESS STUDIES 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting 

(%) 

 

Topic  
Test 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

Stimulus-based 
Business Report 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content 

5 10 10 15 40 

Stimulus-based Skills 5  10 5 20 

Inquiry and research 5 10  5 20 

Communication of 
business information, 
ideas and issues in 
appropriate forms 

5 5 5 5 20 

Weighting (%) 20 25 25 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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CHEMISTRY 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve a range of activities including hands-on 
practical tasks, written examinations and research assignments. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – CHEMISTRY  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Practical  
Task 

 
Chemical 

Equilibrium 

Half-Yearly 
Examination 

 
(inc. Depth Study 

Analysis) 

Practical  
Task 

 
Titration 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Skills in working 
scientifically 

10 25 15 10 60 

Knowledge and 
understanding of  
course content 

5 10 5 20 40 

Weighting (%) 15 35 20 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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COMMUNITY AND FAMILY STUDIES (CAFS) 
Assessment of student work in this subject will comprise of a number of research and in-class tasks, giving 
students the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of key course components. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – COMMUNITY AND FAMILY STUDIES (CAFS) 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting 

(%) 

 

IRP  
 

Half Yearly 
Examination  

Groups in 
Context 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and understanding 
of how the following impact on 
wellbeing: resource 
management, positive 
relationships, range of societal 
factors and nature of groups, 
families and communities. 

5 10 10 15 40 

Skills in: applying management 
processes to meet the needs of 
individuals, groups, families 
and communities, and planning 
to take responsible actions to 
promote wellbeing. 

5 10 5 10 30 

Knowledge and understanding 
about research methodology 
and skills in researching, critical 
thinking, analysing and 
communicating. 

10 5 5 10 30 

Weighting (%) 20 25 20 35 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve theoretical assessment (Innovation Case 
Study and exams) and practical assessment (Major Design Project, including a folio). 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting 

(%) 

 

Project  
Proposal  

 

Innovation and 
Emerging 

Technology  
Case Study  

Half Yearly 
Examination 

Client 
Presentation 

 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 1 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content 

 
 

 
20 20  40 

Knowledge and skills in 
designing, managing, 
producing and 
evaluating a major 
design project 

20   40 60 

Weighting (%) 20 20 20 40 100 

 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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DRAMA 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve knowledge and understanding about skills in 
making drama through participation in various theatrical forms, performing using the elements of drama in 
both scripted and unscripted forms and critically studying the place and function of drama in our society. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – DRAMA 
  

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Weighting 
(%) 

 

Performance 
Essay 

Individual Project 
and Logbook 

Group 
Performance: 

Work in progress 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 2 Term 2 Term 3 

Making 10 15 15  40 

Performing  10 10 10 30 

Critically 
Studying 5 5  20 30 

Weighting (%) 15 30 25 30 100 

 
Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information.  
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ECONOMICS 
Assessment of student performance in Economics will involve four assessment tasks covering all course 
outcomes over a range of topics and complies with the mandatory assessment components and their 
relative weightings, as indicated below, that are specified by NESA. The variety of tasks gives students the 
opportunity to demonstrate their acquisition of the course outcomes in different ways. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – ECONOMICS  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Weighting  
(%) 

 

Topic  
Test 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

Topic  
Test 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content 

5 10 10 15 40 

Stimulus-based Skills 5 5 5 5 20 

Inquiry and research 5 5 5 5 20 

Communication of 
economic 
information, ideas & 
issues in appropriate 
forms 

5 5 5 5 20 

Weighting (%) 20 25 25 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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ENGLISH STUDIES 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve a variety of assessment modes. Students will have 
the opportunity to show what they have learnt in a range of assessments and exams. No assessment task is worth 
more than 40% of the total assessment marks for the course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – ENGLISH STUDIES  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Weighting 
(%) 

 

Common 
Module Critical 

Response 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

Portfolio & 
Reflection 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

10 10 20 10 50 

Skills 10 10 20 10 50 

Weighting (%) 20 20 40 20 100 

 
Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information.  
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ENGLISH STANDARD 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve a variety of assessment modes. Students will 
have the opportunity to show what they have learnt in a range of written and spoken assessments and 
exams. No assessment task is worth more than 40% of the total assessment weightings for the course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – ENGLISH STANDARD 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Written  
Task 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

Multimodal Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Common Module 15 5  10 30 

Module A    15 15 

Module B   20 10 30 

Module C  20  5 25 

Weighting (%) 15 25 20 40 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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ENGLISH ADVANCED 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve a variety of assessment modes. Students will 
have the opportunity to show what they have learnt in a range of written and spoken assessments and 
exams. No assessment task is worth more than 40% of the total assessment weightings for the course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – ENGLISH ADVANCED  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Written  
Task 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

Multimodal  
Task 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Common Module 15 5  10 30 

Module A  20  10 30 

Module B    15 15 

Module C   20 5 25 

Weighting (%) 15 25 20 40 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 

  



34 

ENGLISH EXTENSION 1 
Assessment for English Extension 1 will assist acquisition of requisite skills and knowledge for this course. 
Students will undertake independent investigation, generate creative pieces and analyse a range of texts, 
both prescribed and self-selected. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – ENGLISH EXTENSION 1 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Creative & Critical 
Task 

Independent 
Research Task 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding 15 20 15 50 

Skills 15 20 15 50 

Weighting (%) 30 40 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 

  



35 

ENGLISH EXTENSION 2 
Assessment for English Extension 2 will focus upon the two main objectives for the course: independent 
investigation and sustained composition. The three tasks will aid student progress in the design, 
development and realisation of the major work. Note that there are no exams for this course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – ENGLISH EXTENSION 2 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Viva Voce  
(including written 

proposal) 

Literature 
Review 

Critique of the 
Creative Process 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 

Skills in extensive 
independent 
research 

15 20 15 50 

Skills in sustained 
composition  15 20 15 50 

Weighting (%) 30 40 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
Students in this course will be assessed on their knowledge and understanding about food nutrients and 
diets for optimum nutrition, the functional properties of food, safe preparation, presentation and storage of 
food, sensory characteristics of food, the influences on food availability and factors affecting food selection. 
Practical skills in planning, preparing and presenting food are integrated throughout the content areas.  
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Weighting (%) 

 

Australian  Food 
Industry Task 

Food 
Manufacture 

Task 

Food Product 
Development 

Task 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content 

5 5 5 25 40 

Knowledge and skills in 
designing, researching, 
analysing and 
evaluating 

15 5 10  30 

Skills in experimenting 
with and preparing 
food by applying 
theoretical concepts 

5 10 15  30 

Weighting (%) 25 20 30 25 100 

 
Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most upto-date information. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
Assessment of student performance in Geography will involve four assessment tasks covering all course 
outcomes over a range of topics and complies with the mandatory assessment components and their 
relative weightings, as indicated below, that are specified by NESA. The variety of tasks gives students the 
opportunity to demonstrate their acquisition of the course outcomes in different ways. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – GEOGRAPHY 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5 Weighting  
(%) 

 

In-class 
Research 

Task 

 
Ecosystems  
and Global 
Diversity 

 Half Yearly 
Exam 

 
 
 

Fieldwork and 
InClass Extended 

Response 
 

Rural and Urban 
Places 

Fieldwork 
and extended 

response 
 

Global 
Sustainability 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding 
of course 
content 

5 5 10 10 10 40 

Geographical 
tools and skills 

 5 5  10 20 

Geographical 
inquiry and 
research, 
including 
fieldwork 

5  5 5 5 20 

Communication 
of geographical 
information, 
ideas and issues 
in appropriate 
forms 

5 5  5 5 20 

Weighting (%) 15 15 20 20 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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HEALTH AND MOVEMENT SCIENCE (HMS) 
Student performance in this subject will be assessed on two focus areas: Health in an Australian and Global 
Context and Training for Improved Performance 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – HEALTH AND MOVEMENT SCIENCE  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Weighting  
(%) 

 

In class task 
 
 

Health in an 
Australian and 
global context 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

 
Health in an 

Australian and 
global context 

In class task 
 
 

Training for 
Improved 

Performance 

Trial 
Examination 

 
Health in an 

Australian and 
global context. 

Training for 
Improved 

Performance 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding of course 
content 

10 20 10 
 

30 70 

Skills in analysing, 
communicating, creative 
thinking, problem solving, 
research 

10 5 10 5 30 

Weighting (%) 20 25 20 35 100 

 
Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most upto-date information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



39 

HISTORY EXTENSION 
Formal school-based assessment tasks in History Extension are based on course requirements components 
and weightings that contribute to the determination of the final mark for a course. The mark submitted by the 
school provides a summation of each student’s achievement measured at several points throughout the 
course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – HISTORY EXTENSION 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Weighting  
(%) 

 

History Project 
Process 

 
Proposal, Process 

Log, Annotated 
Sources 

History Project 
Essay 

 
 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 
 

 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding about 
significant historiographical 
ideas and processes 

10 10 20 40 

Skills in designing, 
undertaking and 
communicating historical 
inquiry and analysis  

20 30 10 60 

Weighting (%) 30 40 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY –  
MULTIMEDIA / TIMBER AND FURNITURE 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will include the study of a business in the Industry focus 
context (Multimedia or Timber and Furniture Technologies), a formal examination, and tasks related to the 
design, management, communication and production of a major project, folio and video. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY – MULTIMEDIA / TIMBER AND 
FURNITURE TECHNOLOGIES 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Skill and Video Half Yearly 
Examination 

Project Realisation  

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content 

10 20 10 40 

Knowledge and skills 
in the design, 
management, 
communication and 
production of a 
major project 

20 10 30 60 

Weighting (%) 30 30 40 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
Assessment of student performance in Legal Studies will involve four assessment tasks covering all course 
outcomes over a range of topics and complies with the mandatory assessment components and their 
relative weightings, as indicated below, that are specified by NESA. The variety of tasks gives students the 
opportunity to demonstrate their acquisition of the course outcomes in different ways.  
  
  
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – LEGAL STUDIES   
  

Component  Task 1  Task 2  Task 3  Task 4  
Weighting   

(%)  

 

Topic  
Test 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

Researched  
In-class Essay 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content  

15  5  5  15  40  

Analysis and 
evaluation  5  5  5  5  20  

Inquiry and research     10 10   20  

Communication of 
Legal Studies 
information, issues 
and ideas in 
appropriate forms  

  5 5  10  20  

Weighting (%)  20 25 25  30  100  

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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MATHEMATICS STANDARD 1 
Assessment of student performance in Mathematics Standard 1 will involve four tasks over the year, testing 
the course content and syllabus outcomes. Each Mathematics course has a component for Concepts, Skills 
and Techniques, and Reasoning and Communication. The variety of tasks gives students the opportunity to 
demonstrate their acquisition of skills in the course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – MATHEMATICS STANDARD 1 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

In-class 
Test 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

In-class  
Test 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Concepts, Skills and 
Techniques 10 15 10 15 50 

Reasoning and 
Communication 10 10 15 15 50 

Weighting (%) 20 25 25 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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MATHEMATICS STANDARD 2 
Assessment of student performance in Mathematics Standard 2 will involve four tasks over the year, testing 
the course content and syllabus outcomes. Each Mathematics course has a component for Concepts, Skills 
and Techniques, and Reasoning and Communication. The variety of tasks gives students the opportunity to 
demonstrate their acquisition of skills in the course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – MATHEMATICS STANDARD 2 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

In-class 
Test 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

In-class  
Test 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Concepts, Skills and 
Techniques 10 15 10 15 50 

Reasoning and 
Communication 10 10 15 15 50 

Weighting (%) 20 25 25 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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MATHEMATICS ADVANCED 
Assessment of student performance in Mathematics Advanced will involve four tasks over the year, testing 
the course content and syllabus outcomes. Each Mathematics course has a component for Concepts, Skills 
and Techniques, and Reasoning and Communication. The variety of tasks gives students the opportunity to 
demonstrate their acquisition of skills in the course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – MATHEMATICS ADVANCED 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

In-class 
Test 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

In-class  
Test 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Concepts, Skills and 
Techniques 10 15 10 15 50 

Reasoning and 
Communication 10 10 15 15 50 

Weighting (%) 20 25 25 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 1 
Assessment of student performance in Mathematics Extension 1 will involve three tasks over the year, 
testing the course content and syllabus outcomes. Each Mathematics course has a component for Concepts, 
Skills and Techniques, and Reasoning and Communication. The variety of tasks gives students the 
opportunity to demonstrate their acquisition of skills in the course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 1  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

In-class 
Quiz 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

In-class  
Test 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Concepts, Skills 
and Techniques 5 15 15 15 50 

Reasoning and 
Communication 5 15 15 15 50 

Weighting (%) 10 30 30 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 2 
Assessment of student performance in Mathematics Extension 2 will involve four tasks over the year, testing 
the course content and syllabus outcomes. Each Mathematics course has a component for Concepts, Skills 
and Techniques, and Reasoning and Communication. The variety of tasks gives students the opportunity to 
demonstrate their acquisition of skills in the course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 2  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

In-class 
Test 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

In-class 
Test 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 1 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Concepts, Skills 
and Techniques 10 10 15 15 50 

Reasoning and 
Communication 10 15 10 15 50 

Weighting (%) 20 25 25 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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MODERN HISTORY 
Formal school-based assessment tasks in Modern History are based on course requirements and 
components and weightings that contribute to the determination of the final mark for a course. The mark 
submitted by the school provides a summation of each student’s achievement measured at several points 
throughout the course. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – MODERN HISTORY 
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

In-Class  
Sources Task 

 
Power and 

Authority in the 
Modern World  

1919-1946 

Haly Yearly 
Examination 

 
 

Historical 
Analysis 

 
Peace and 

Conflict 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content 

10 10  20 40 

Historical skills in the 
analysis and 
evaluation of sources 
and interpretations 

10  10  20 

Historical inquiry and 
research  10 10  20 

Communication of 
historical 
understanding in 
appropriate forms 

 5 5 10 20 

Weighting (%) 20 25 25 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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MUSIC 1 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve the four learning areas of Performance, 
Musicology, Composition and Aural. There will also be a focus on their chosen electives which can be any 
combination of Performance, Composition and/or Musicology. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – MUSIC 1  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Original 
Composition 

and Viva 

Aural  
Half Yearly 

Examination 

Presentation of 
Electives 1 and 2 

and Core 
Performance 

Final Presentation 
of Electives and 

Core Performance 

 

Term 1 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Performance   5 5 10 

Musicology 10    10 

Composition 10    10 

Aural  25   25 

Electives   10 35 45 

Weighting (%) 20 25 15 40 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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MUSIC 2 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve the four learning areas of Performance, 
Musicology, Composition and Aural. There will also be a focus on their chosen elective which can be 
Performance, Composition or Musicology. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – MUSIC 2  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Original 
Composition  
and Portfolio 

Aural  
Half Yearly 

Examination 

Musicology  
Task 

Presentation of 
Electives and 

Core 
Performance 

 

Term 1 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Performance    20 20 

Musicology  10 10  20 

Composition 20    20 

Aural  20   20 

Electives    20 20 

Weighting (%) 20 30 10 40 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
  



50 

MUSIC EXTENSION 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve two tasks from their chosen field of study:  
Performance, Composition or Musicology. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – MUSIC EXTENSION  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Weighting  
(%) 

 Term 1 Term 3  

Performance, Musicology or 
Composition 

50 50 100 

Weighting (%) 50 50 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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PHYSICS 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve a range of activities including hands-on 
practical tasks, written examinations and research assignments. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – PHYSICS  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

Depth  
Study 

Practical  
Task 

Problem  
Solving 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Skills in working 
scientifically 15 20 15 10 60 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content 

5 5 10 20 40 

Weighting (%) 20 25 25 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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SOCIETY & CULTURE  
Assessment of student performance in Society and Culture will involve four assessment tasks covering all 
course outcomes over a range of topics and complies with the mandatory assessment components and their 
relative weightings, as indicated below, that are specified by NESA. The variety of tasks give students the 
opportunity to demonstrate their acquisition of the course outcomes in different ways. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – SOCIETY & CULTURE   
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

PIP Process  
Task 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

Researched 
InClass Essay 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Knowledge and 
understanding of course 
content 

10 10 10 20 50 

Application and 
evaluation of social and 
cultural research 
methodologies 

10 5 10 5 30 

Communication of 
information, ideas and 
issues in appropriate 
forms 

5 5 5 5 20 

Weighting (%) 25 20 25 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information  
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TEXTILES & DESIGN 
Assessment of student performance in this subject will involve showing an understanding of textiles and the 
textile industry, as well as displaying skills in the design and manufacture of a Major Textiles Project (MTP) 
relating to a selected focus area and supporting documentation. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – TEXTILES & DESIGN  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 
Weighting  

(%) 

 

MTP Inspiration, 
Visual Design 

Half Yearly 
Examination 

MTP 
Experimentation 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 2 

Knowledge and understanding 
of textiles and the textiles 
industry 

10 20 20 50 

Skills in design, manipulation, 
experimentation, analysis, 
manufacture and selection of 
textiles for specific  
end purposes, using 
appropriate technologies 

20 10 20 50 

Weighting (%) 30 30 40 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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VISUAL ARTS 
Student performance in this subject will be assessed on their understanding of the Frames, Conceptual 
Framework, Art Practice, Historical and Critical Writing and Art Making. Students will complete one written 
task and the Trial HSC. They will initiate, develop and complete a Body of Work (BOW). Early research/ 
development of the BOW and documentation in the VAPD (Visual Arts Process Diary) will be assessed. 
Conceptual strength and material resolution of the BOW will be assessed near completion. 
 
 
HSC ASSESSMENT GRID – VISUAL ARTS  
 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Weighting  
(%) 

 

Critical  
Writing  

Development  
of BOW and 

VAPD 

Resolution of 
Body of Work 

Written 
Responses from 

Trial HSC 
Examination 

 

Term 4 Term 1 Term 3 Term 3 

Art Making  20 30  50 

Art Criticism and Art 
History 20   30 50 

Weighting (%) 20 20 30 30 100 

Please note: Assessment Task dates are subject to change. Refer to Assessment Task Calendars for the most up-to-date information. 
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