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What des ‘parent-contiel meam: amy wany?

It is obvious that ‘parent control’ implies a certain kind of school
governance. The rationale and the outwarking of this modsl,
however, are not always so obvious, Parent control’ is not about
parents’ rights but about taking seriously the responsihility that the
Bible gives to parents in educating their children.

The emphasis is on respansibility rather than the negative connota-
tion of control. In our schools, this responsibility is exercised, in
community, through association membership and through an elected
board. Parents recognise the gifting, training and experience of
teachers and they honour their office. Teachers seek to work in
partnership with parents, whom they acknowledge as the principal
educators of their children and whose office they honour. These
relationships and roles take place within a community where submis-
sion to God and his word is affirmed.

All schools are parent controlled to some extent. [t is exercised in

- different ways — from car park discussions and subtle expectations to
voting with one’s feet. The distinguishing mark baetween schools is
how ‘parent control’ is controlled! In our schoals, it is done openly
through associzgtion membership that is dependent on commitment to
a biblical vision for life and schooling. It is not individual parents who
control the school but a vision driven community. Professing Christian
parents are invited into this ‘covenant’ community to partner with
teachers in pursuing a gospel vision of life and learning.

Teachers are conscious that they work with, and for, parents in this
community to bring the children up, in the instruction and training of
the Lord (Eph 6:2). This work is carried out in the context of formal
schooling. Whether formal schooling is the best context to do this is
a question that needs to be regularly addressed. However, many
people cancede that regardless of whether it is the best context, it is

the one our culture prascribes and we might as well use it. Butasking

the question helps us see the deeply entrenched cultural constraints
that we hava inherited when we choose to take part in the system of
formal schooling. By themselves, teachers are not the best people to
critique these cultural constraints because they are so much part of
the schooling culture. One of the great aspects of parent controf is
that parents can be part of the cultural critique from a different
perspective. Teachers and parents together can work at creating a
learning community that may not be so captive to the often, unexam-
ined cultural givens of western schooling or even Christian schooling.

Ao what tlse dets it meam?

Christian parent contralled schooling in Australia shares a heritage
with a similar kind of Christian schooling in other places, notably
North America. Features that distinguish these schools in Canada
and the United States can be recognised to vafying degrees in
Christian Parent Controlled Schools here. Using Jack Fennema's
1 reflections, this article is an attempt to describe some of the distinc-
" tive characteristics of our schools. There is a wide diversity in the
way these principles are played out in our schools and many schools
within other Christian schooling traditions would share these

features. The commonality, however, among our schools with these
features, most of the time justifies seeing them as distinctive
featuras. When peaple think about parent controlled schooling, they
often think of these things as well as the way the schaol is governed.
What are these characteristics?

Nurture of ‘Christian’ children
The lordship of Jesus

The autherity of revelation

o [

A biblical worldview
5. Engagement with the world,

1. The Christian schoal has, as its main focus, the nurture of children
of Christian parents. This is not to say that these children do not need
to be challenged with the claims of the gospel nor does it exclude the
outreach ta children of non-Christian parents. What it does mean is

that the Christian school seeks to be an extension of the Christian

home where the aim will be to teach and train for a life of disciple-
ship to Jesus Christ. In this context, some children will have a sure
personal faith while others will need to be encouraged to make the
faith of their parents, their own. The grace of God and the Iordshlp of

Jesus will be constant themes and their implications for all aspects -

of life will be continually explored. If nan-Christian families join the

school community, it will be on the understanding that the t:'afﬁfnuhﬁy :

operates in submission to the word of God. Thesa famrhes should -
experience warm hospitality without compromlsmg the schnnl 3 hasm —
mission. Hopefully, the quality of life in the commumty the mtegnt\,r,_
of belief and practice, and the radu:al nature of the g:umr:ulum WI|| he :

a constant challenge to the parents and studens.

2. The sovereignty of God means that the salvatmn of people i m hIS

contral but it also means that every th!ng else is also in his control.
The often-repeated words of Dutch theuloglan Ahraham Kuyper neeci -
to be restated constantly. There is not an rnch in the ent.vre area of ourl
human life which Christ, who is savereign over: aﬂ daes not caf." 5
‘Ming! Speaking of Christ, Pau! tells the Boloss:ans For by th aﬂ_f.-_
things were created: things in heaven and on earth Visiblg and ;
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or aurhuntfes ah' thmgs '
were created by him and for him. - He is before all things and in hIm all : :

things hold together, (Colossians 1:16&17) Thisisa guspel statement'

3. The reconciliation of all things to Christ was God's plan hafnre the :
foundations of the earth were laid. It is not plan B hecause of the _

unexpected sin of humans. The gospel, whsch proclaims, that " Jesus’
is Lord”, was always God's plan.” He will work his purposes out and

reclaim his creation. Redesmed men and women and rédeeiﬁ"ed girls

and boys need to be seen in this light, coming under the soverelgnty

of God over all thlngs :

Schoals which acknowledge_ﬁud's sovereignty as shown in t'ht_a
gospel of Jesus, are places where his lordship over every aspact of

creation is celebrated. Children are encouraged to discover, develop -

and use their gifts and talents in sarvice of God in every part of their
life. These schools are places where service is promoted before
success and whers success is seen in the light of God's grace.
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The lordship of Jesus affects not only the way we use things such as
technology, mathematics, and economics. It changes the very way
we think about the nature of these things. They are not things that
exist in thair awn right. They are part of the creation that Jesus owns
and died to redeem. As we engage with these things, we worship
Jesus, the Lord, or we worship another lord such as gconomic
rationalism. Lordship is all embracing.

4. Crucial to the whole business of education is the authority that we
place on the source of knowledge. Christian parent controlled
schools claim that the ultimate, authoritative knowledge is what God
reveals. This revelation comes to us as God's word in creation, Jesus
and the Bible. Romans 1 asserts that creation reveals a creator. The
human response is to suppress the truth of this revelation. But once
our eyes are opened through God's initiative, we see his handiwark in
all of creation. Although the image of God in humans has been
marred by our refusal to submit to him, God's ‘tommon grace’
anables, to some extent, all people to discern norms in the creation.
Wisdom is responding rightly to these norms. Yet Proverbs reminds
us that, the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. No one can
be truly wise without acknowledging God as he reveals himself in the
Bible and supremely in his Son, Jesus.

Dther ways of knowing need to be evaluated in the light of the Bible.
This, however, is not as straight forward as it seems. It is not so much
that we reject the authority of the Bible; we simply put other authori-
ties on equal footing. It is easy to do this when we don't believe the
Bible is relevant to most of life. This is why many Christians can't
understand the notion of a Christian school. They believe that the
Bible is not relevant to mast of the business that goes on in schoals.
The tragedy is that they are not left with ‘neutral’ pieces of informa-
tion and activity but with a system of knowledge and behaviour laden
with religious assumptions and homage to other gods.

5. A feature of Christian parent controlled schaoling has been a
deliberate atiempt to use worldview terminology to demonstrate the
relevance of the Bible to how we view all of life. A Christian may
have a theology that has little effect on the nitty-gritty’ of every day
life. A worldview implies interest in more than the ‘spiritual’
dimension only. However, it is a mistake to draw too strong a distinc-
tion between theology and worldview. If our theology or ideas about
God are informed by the Bible, then we will be interested in every
aspect of his world. Thus to have a hiblical worldview is to have a
set of beliefs about the nature of things that is consistent with the
Bible's message.

6. The problem of asserting the relevance of the Bibla where specific
issues are not addressed is overcome, to some extent, by using a
worldview framework. The aspects of this framework are: creation;
fall, and redemption. These categories seek to encapsulate the
overall story of the Bible. As long as we keep being immersed in the
Scriptures themselves and recognising the centrality of Jesus in the
whole story, the framework can be very helpful. When considering a
unit of work or thinking about a subject discipline, ane can ask,
“What implications do creation, fall, and redemption have for this

unit or subject?” Rather than using a proof-text, this exercise can help
teachers to think more biblically about their task.

7. The warld belongs to God and he has a plan for it. Christian parent =

controlled schoals are not about avoiding the worid but engaging
with it. A biblical worldview is life and world affirming. Creation is
good. God cares for it. He will restore it. We teach children ta
approach the world this way aligned to his agenda. We seek to
prepare them for a life of service, which is expressed in every area of
life to God's glory. Even though we cannot create the kingdam on
garth, we need to be about our Father's business when he does.
Christian schools, which do not encaurage and inspire their students
to work for a more just and compassionate world are not worthy of
the name.

We prepare our children to engage with the warld knowing that it will
inevitably involve, as it did for the ane they serve, suffering. We let
them know that there is a deep antithesis hetween_the kmgdpm_of'
God and the kingdom of this ‘world’ which is the kingdom. of
darkness. We teach that each must choose to which kin’gctlom‘he or.
she will belong and the responmbmty to urge others 1o be reconmled i

to God through Christ — to be redeemed frorn the kmgdom of -,
darkness. Living as citizens of God's kmgdnm will mean that We are.

misfits as we pursue his priorities in a waorld whlch belongs to hIITl::‘
and over which he has made us caretakers s
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