
 

 

 

28 October 2025 

 

Dear parents and caregivers, 

We are looking forward to 2026 and would like to share some important updates regarding Primary 
Learning Support. Next year, we will be implementing a tiered Response to Intervention (RTI) approach. 
Our team has been engaging in training and preparing new programs to ensure this is delivered with 
excellence. Below are answers to some key questions you may have.  

What is the ‘Response to Intervention’ (RTI) approach? 

• RTI is a phased intervention model with increasing support intensity based on regular 
assessment and monitoring of a child’s progress. It is broken into 3 tiers: 

o Tier 1 – In-class high-quality instruction for all students with 
adjusted teaching methods to support a variety of learning 
styles and needs. 

o Tier 2 – Small group sessions (usually up to 5 students), in 
addition to regular classroom teaching, focussing on 
specific skills or areas where support is needed. 

o Tier 3 – Short-term intensive instruction for a student or 
pair of students. 

Why are we adopting a Response to Intervention (RTI) approach? 

• Educational research shows the Response to Intervention approach is most effective for ‘low-
progress learners’. 

• The Australian Curriculum expects that every child can access learning at their year level. 

• RTI helps us provide the right support at the right time so every student can thrive. 

• We will be using evidence-based programs, such as MiniLit and MacqLit, that have been 
developed, tested and refined by Macquire University, to build strong literacy foundations. 

• The focus is on lifelong skills in literacy and numeracy that set children up for success in school 
and beyond. 

• By supporting students in the early years, we can prevent learning gaps from widening over time. 

• Our goal is for all children to learn confidently alongside their classmates and feel included in 
every part of classroom life. 

• This approach allows us to track progress carefully and adjust support when needed. 

  



 

 

 

What are the major changes in 2026? 

• Reduction in the number of intervention lessons outside of the classroom  

o Literacy – 4 x 45 minute lessons per week 

o Numeracy – 2 x 45 minute lessons per week 

• All student assessment and reporting information will be collated and communicated by the 
classroom teacher.  

• Number skills are the focus of numeracy intervention. 

• MiniLit (Years 1&2) and MacqLit (Years 3-6) programs will be followed for literacy intervention. 
These programs address the ‘big 5’ skills of literacy: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary and comprehension. For more information about these programs see these 
handouts Mini Lit and Macq Lit. 

• All students will receive explicit literacy and numeracy teaching at their year level, ensuring a 
smooth transition back to the classroom without learning gaps. 

What will remain the same? 

• Education Support Officers will continue to work alongside teachers to provide adjustments for 
students who require support. 

• Teachers will still plan, adjust and tailor these adjustments for students who have diverse needs. 

• Many of the same experienced and passionate staff will continue working with groups of students 
for intervention. 

How do you select and monitor the students who need literacy or numeracy intervention? 

• Trusted assessment tools are used to identify students who may benefit from additional support. 

• Teachers and Learning Support staff closely monitor progress through regular check-ins and 
formal assessments. 

• When students demonstrate sufficient progress in intervention, they transition back to full 
classroom learning. 

• If progress remains limited, assessment data is used to target specific literacy and numeracy skills 
for further support. 

We are confident these changes will strengthen the support available for students who need additional 
help to overcome learning challenges. Families will receive written communication in Term 1 2026, if 
screening indicates their child would benefit from intervention lessons. 

If you have any further queries, please contact the Deputy Principal Primary or Primary Learning Support 
Coordinator. 

 

Natalie Cocks       Sarah Edwards 

Deputy Principal Primary     Primary Learning Support Coordinator 

     


