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Year 7 at Calvary

Starting the first year of high school is an exciting time in your child's life.
At Calvary we understand the transition from Year 6 into Year 7 is a key
milestone and can often be a little daunting. Year 7 at Calvary is designed
to bridge the gap between Primary and Secondary and ease the students
into a new environment and structure.

We place emphasis on the partnership between home and school to
provide a stable and caring environment in which each student can grow
and develop to their full potential. This booklet is designed to help parents
and guardians navigate what they can expect as their child commences
Year 7 at Calvary. We encourage you to take your time to work through
this booklet as a family, use it as a preparation tool prior to the first day of
Year 7 and the weeks that follow.

The College has other forms of communication that will assist you further
including the Student and Parent Handbook and Academic Handbook
available on our College website via the QR Code.

Scan For >>
Student and Parent Handbook
Academic Handbook




Advice from Mr Vucetic -
Director of the Secondary College

Year 7 is an exciting year with so many new experiences,

freedoms and friends! There will be many challenges along

the learning journey but know that none of these challenges
are new to us here at Calvary and we are here to help.

Let me encourage you with a few things | feel contribute

to making Year 7 a success at Calvary:

- There will be so many new experiences to navigate in the Secondary
College - new teachers, subjects, friends, classrooms. The first few
weeks will be exhausting and possibly challenging but push through.

- Encourage your child to participate in a variety of activities at school
and make the best of every opportunity presented to them.

- High school isn't always easy and there will be days where your
child experiences friendship issues or struggles in a social
situation. Communicate with the school early and before
things become too much. We are here to help students and
parents navigate these challenges when they occur.

- Assist with building your child’s organisational and study

habits. Establishing good routines early in high school
will hopefully avoid the last-minute rush to get that
assignment done.

- Make connections with each teacher and Head
of House (email is perfect) early in the year.

All good relationships require good two-way
communication.

- Finally, trust us we've got this! We will love your
child, we will do our very best to see them become
all they can be, teaching is our calling, our craft, it

is what we do.



‘GO TO’ PEOPLE

As your child transitions to the Secondary College it can be a little

confusing as your child no longer has one classroom teacher who has
all the information. The Secondary College has a number of ‘go to’
people who are available to provide support when needed. If you are
experiencing any difficulties or have any question please let us know.

Secondary Administration

The Secondary Office is open Monday to Friday from 8 am to 3.30 pm
during the term only. Contact us with any queries or questions on

07 4722 9220 or secondary@calvary.gld.edu.au.

Pastoral Care Teacher
Each student is assigned to a Pastoral Care class with one key teacher
who will assist in the daily organisation at the beginning of each day.

Heads of House

Students belong to a House Family and are looked after by a Head of
House. The Heads of House support students throughout their schooling
at Calvary in the areas of pastoral care, wellbeing, welfare and behaviour.
- Ezra Head of House - Mr Brad Thwaites

- Joshua Head of House - Mrs Cat Sabadina

- Daniel Head of House - Mr Tim Booth

Student Services

Mrs Rebekah Walsh is the Director of Student Wellbeing and oversees
the College Student Services Team, which includes the Student Support
Counsellor, Chaplaincy Team, Defence School Mentor and Cultural
Liaison Officer. Working with the Heads of House, these key people
support our students through the various challenges they may face in
school and life.



Subject Teacher
These teachers are the best people to speak to if you have any questions

or concerns about the subject matter, homework or assessment
throughout the year.

Heads of Department

Throughout the year, students or parents may have questions regarding a
particular subject or assessment that would best answered by the Heads

of Department. The Heads of Department guide and direct the teacher in

each subject area when it comes to curriculum and teaching and learning.

- English - Miss Melissa Mammarella

- Mathematics - Mrs Rhonda Knuth

- Science - Mrs Anja Ackermann

- Humanities - Mrs Meg Collier

- Health & Physical Education - Mrs Kym Patteson
- Creative Arts - Mr Peter Bourke

- Technologies - Mr Bryan Rauwerda

Director & Assistant Directors of Secondary
These key roles oversee all that occurs in the Secondary College. At times,

you may be directed to one of these people:

- Director of Secondary College - Mr Martin Vucetic

- Assistant Director of Secondary
College, Teaching and Learning -
Mrs Trudi Slater



PREPARING YO STARY

Before the Year 7 year commences there are some key things to keep in
mind as your child and family prepare for the year ahead.

Calvary Unite

The Calvary Unite program has been specifically designed to assist Year
6 students and their parents with the transition to secondary schooling.
The program runs throughout Year 6 and includes various events specific
to current Year 6 students and students new to the College.

Year 7 Class and Classrooms

Year 7 students will be placed in a core class to help promote a sense
of belonging. Year 7 classrooms have a similar set up to a primary
classroom, where each student is assigned their own desk. Students
will have access to a locker in their classrooms to store their books,
stationery and belongings.

The First Day

The Secondary College runs orientation on the first two days of school.
The orientation period is designed to give students a chance to settle in,
meet their PC teachers and classmates, become familiar with the site
and learn all about Calvary and our expectations, During this time, no
formal lessons are held.

Please be mindful the first day attracts an increase of foot and vehicle

traffic. Please give yourself plenty of time to arrive at the College. There

are some simple steps you can follow to ensure your child’s first day at

school is enjoyable and relaxed:

- Be prepared and have everything ready;

- Decide on a pick-up location for the end of the school day;

- Take note of the meeting location for Year 7 students - this is emailed
home the week prior.
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The Year 7 Curriculum

Year 7 is designed as a 'taste test' of life in the Secondary College.
Throughout the year all Year 7 students will study the core subjects

as well as 8 elective subjects. They will participate in a variety of
school-based subjects where they will build on and develop a range of
skills though the General Capabilities of the Australian Curriculum.

These General Capabilities include:

- Personal and Social Capability

- Literacy and Numeracy

- Information and Communication Technology

- Creative and Critical thinking

- Ethical understanding and intercultural understanding

Students in Year 7 are taught through the Australian Curriculum in the

following learning areas:

- English

- Mathematics

- Science

- Humanities

- Health and Physical Education

- Business

- The Arts - Visual Arts, Drama and Music

- Technologies - Agricultural Studies, Design Technology, Digital
Technology, Food Technology, Textiles Technology and STEM

Further information about Year 7 subjects can be found in the Junior
Academic Handbook on the College website.
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ADAY INYEAR?

Secondary Timetable:
Students receive a personal timetable at the beginning of the year the
subject, room and teacher they have for each period. The timetable
may change throughout the year and will be reissued to the students if
this occurs. Students can visit the Secondary Office if they require their
timetable to be reprinted. The Secondary school day is broken into the
following periods:

Pastoral Care: 8:30 am - 8:45 am
Period 1: 8:45 am - 10:00 am
Morning Tea: 10:00 am - 10:30 am
Period 2:10:30 am - 11:45 am
Period 3: 11:45 am - 1:00 pm
Lunch: 1:00 pm - 1:35 pm

Period 4: 1:35 pm - 2:50 pm

Drop-Off and Pick-Up - —

Supervision begins at the College from 8 am in the morning and extends to
3:20 pm in the afternoon. Students should not be onsite outside of these
hours unless participating in an organised College activity.

Pastoral Care Class

All Secondary students begin the day in Pastoral Care Class. This is
where the morning roll is marked, daily notices are read, and uniforms
and diaries are checked. Pastoral Care teachers also use this time for a
morning devotion and prayer with the students.

Break Time in Secondary
Year 7 students have the freedom to sit anywhere across the Secondary
College and participate in a variety of activities, or just relax with their




friends during break times. Those who want to relax in the air conditioning
can head to the Library at morning tea time or for those who wish to

be more active, the College Sports Centre is open at morning tea and
lunch. The mini soccer field and main College oval are all supervised at
lunchtime for students to play in these areas.

Assembly and Chapel
All Secondary students participate in weekly (Friday) Assemblies, House
Family Connect and Chapels at the Church Auditorium.

Junior Sport & Co-Curricular

Each Friday afternoon in Period 4 all Secondary students participate in
Sport & Co-Curricular Clubs. Throughout the year students will have the
opportunity to participate in a variety of clubs both onsite and offsite.
Clubs cater for a variety of different interests and abilities and vary from
term to term. All students are required to wear their sports uniform or
house shirt on Wednesdays for Sport & Co-Curricular Clubs.

Homework

Homework in high school is different to what the students might be used
to in primary school. Year 7 students will receive homework from various
teachers throughout the week and will set specific due dates for each
piece of homework. Students are expected to to use their MacBook notes
and calendar to organise homework and due dates. Teachers will help
with this set up and model and encourage this habit in the classroom. It
is helpful for parents to be checking in on homework regularly as well,

All Secondary students are encouraged to set aside time each afternoon
to complete homework, assessment or study. Establishing a good routine
around homework and assessment in Year 7 is important and will pave
the way for positive habits later in high school.



BEHAVIOUR EXPECTATIONS

The Calvary Way

Calvary Christian College is an ELC to Year 12 school where all staff work
together to create a supportive environment that fosters a love for God,
self and others. One of our goals in the Secondary College is to instil a
life-long love for learning that prepares our students for a pathway beyond
school in their chosen career. The Secondary team earnestly desires to;
glorify God, deliver excellent learning opportunities, and to form authentic
relationships with the students and their families.

We are committed to providing a learning environment that is faith filled,
encourages, challenges and supports each student. Our educational
framework for providing this is The Calvary Way. This has clear pathways
for students to follow so that we can do our very best to provide a
positive, safe, caring and Christian learning environment that supports
the learning needs and well-being of all our students and staff.

CORRECTION

“Train a child in the WA he should go
and when he is old
he will not depart from it!"

PROVERBS 22:6



Behaviour Expectations

We believe behaviour is a concept that is taught just like any other
subject. Students must be educated in the manner in which they
conduct themselves and the healthy relationships they form with God,
themselves and others while at school. We understand our students
come from a variety of backgrounds and experiences and as such each
family’s behaviour expectations will differ.

In the case negative behaviour choices are made or other learned
behaviours do not align with The Calvary Way it may require a consistent,
insistent and persistent approach.

If after reminders and redirection a student continues to make some of

these choices, they learn correction and further support will follow, this

may involve:

- Reflective timeout or teacher directed consequence e.g. rubbish pick
up;

- Natural consequences such as loss of a privilege;

- Being asked the Responsible Thinking Questions to prompt a change
in choice;

- Referral to the Responsible Thinking Classroom (RTC) to reflect and
devise future strategies.

It is our experience with support, repetition and correction students soon

learn our expectations and are keen to follow our Code of Conduct. They
also enjoy the benefits that come with celebrating positive choices.

10
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Responsible Thinking Process

Calvary utilises the Responsible Thinking Process which works hand
in hand with The Calvary Way to help guide our student's behaviour
choices. This process is designed to intervene before their behaviour
intensifies. In its simplest form the process starts by our Educators
asking a set of questions that remind and realign the student with our
Code of Conduct. If the student has not responded to these questions
by changing their choices then a second set of questions are asked.
This then leads to the student being withdrawn from class and referred
to the Responsible Thinking Classroom (RTC).

1§ that what

ou want to

what happens when
you do wot follow the

what i§ our
College Code?




Responsible Thinking Classroom

The Responsible Thinking Classroom (RTC) is overseen by our Head
of Student Services. It is supported by RTC Facilitators who work with
students to learn how to modify their behaviour. The RTC is a space
away from the classroom to learn responsibility, self-control and devise
strategies for positive choices. It is not a punishment, detention or a place
for students to get out of doing their school work. When a student has
been referred to the RTC parents receive a notification email outlining
the what and why of the referral. Classroom teachers will also contact
parents where necessary to provide further details around the referral
or to discuss any concerns. Please visit the College website for further
details - www.calvary.gld.edu.au/student-services.

At Calvary Christian College,

we are
——
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at all times.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Attendance and Absence Reporting

Our preferred method of reporting student absences from the College
is through Parent Lounge via the MyCalvary App. You can also email
away@calvary.gld.edu.au or call the Absentee Hotline on 4722 9206. If
the College has not received notification of an absence and the student
is not present at the College, an automated email or text message will
be issued to parents/guardians. Should there be any discrepancies at
the time of receiving the notification, please contact the College.

Bus

The College operates its own private bus service for travelling to and
from school. The College buses depart from the oval at the back of the
Secondary College. Secondary students catching the bus are required
to head straight to the buses where their name will be marked on a

roll before the bus departs each afternoon. Each bus is assigned a
number and students are advised of the bus they are required to catch.
Students who miss the bus should head to the Secondary Office where
Administration will assist students by notifying the bus driver and/or
parents and arranging alternate transport.

Scan for >>
more information
on Bus Services

Lunches and Tuckshop

Students are required to bring their lunchbox and water bottle, which
they will carry on them, to school each day. Our Year 7 classrooms do
not have refrigerators and students may need to use an icepack to keep
their lunches fresh.



Students are able to make purchases from the Tuckshop at both morning
tea and lunch. Tuckshop can also be pre-ordered via the Flexischools App.

Scan for >>
more information
about Tuckshop

Mobile Phones
Students may bring personal devices, such as mobile phones to the
College at the discretion of parents/guardians.

Students are not to use mobile phones between the hours of 830 am
and 2.50 pm. Mobile phones should be kept secure in bags and lockers
at all times. Students needing to make a necessary phone call on their
mobile can do so outside of the Secondary Office with permission from
Administration staff.

Nut Allergy Aware

Anaphylaxis is a severe, potentially life-threatening allergic reaction that
can develop rapidly, caused by substances such as food i.e. peanut butter
and nuts. The College does not have a nut free policy but asks all families
to refrain from including nut products in lunch boxes to help avoid the
risk of anaphylactic shock to students with allergies. The College will
communicate, as a matter of awareness, if your child is in a class with
another student with serious allergies.

Uniforms

All uniforms are available from School Locker, located at Domain. Year
7 students generally wear the academic uniform three days a week and
sports uniform two days a week. Uniform days are emailed home at the
beginning of each term and are dependent on HPE practical lessons.

N N N N N N N
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Coloured house shirts may be worn to special sporting events such as
Cross Country and Sports Carnivals, however these are optional.

A watch is a recommended part of the College uniform, however we
ask that parents do not purchase smart watches as these become a
distraction in the classroom.

Please see the College Uniform Policy on the College website and in the
Student and Parent Handbook for more details -
www.calvary.gld.edu.au/enrol/uniforms.

Equipment and Book Lists

Equipment and Book Lists are emailed home at the conclusion of the
previous school year. Families need to purchase the items on the list
ready for the beginning of Year 7. The Mathematics Department have
recommended a specific calculator on the Equipment List, this helps

the Mathematics teachers to be able to provide guided instruction to

majority if they all have the same calculator.

Technology

In the classroom, technology is used as an educational tool that supports
and enhances our students' learning journey. In order to prepare students
with the knowledge and skills to engage in the digital world during their
schooling and in their chosen pathway beyond school, the College is
committed to each student having access to a device.

From 2024, the Secondary College is implementing a 1:1 MacBook Air
Program. For more details on the program, visit our website.

Scan for >>
Technology@Calvary



Block Sports
Secondary students have the option to participate in a variety of block
sports against other Townsville schools throughout the year. The Sports
Department advertise for nominations via the student daily notices and

will register a team for the competition if there is enough interest, Block
sport games occur on either Tuesday or Wednesday afternoons outside
of school hours and require parent transport.

Term Dates
The term dates change from year to year. Visit our website for the latest.

Scan for >>
Term Dates






