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CURRICULUM MATRIX 
  

Year 10 
 
Year 11 & 12 

 
 

ENGLISH 

Core Subject: 

• General English 

• Essential English 

• Extension Pathways elective 
(Mathematics/English) 

General Subject: 

• English 
 

Applied Subject: 

• Essential English 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Core Subjects: 

• Mathematics – Streamed 

• Extension Pathways elective 
(Mathematics/English) 

 

Short Course – Term 4 Only 

• Specialist Mathematics 

General Subjects: 

• General Mathematics 

• Mathematical Methods 

• Specialist Mathematics 
 

Applied Subject: 

• Essential Mathematics 

 
 
 

HUMANITIES 

Year 10 Students must select one core 
Humanities subject in Semester One: 

• Business 

• Humanities in Practice 

• Legal Studies 

• Ancient History 

• Modern History 

General Subject: 

• Ancient History 

• Modern History 

• Business 

• Legal Studies 
 

Applied Subject: 

• Business Studies 

• Social and Community Studies 

 

SCIENCE 

Year 10 Students must select one core Science 
subject for Semester One: 

• General Science 

• Applied Science 

General Subject: 

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• Physics 

• Marine Science 

• Food and Nutrition 
 

Applied Subject: 

• Aquatic Practices 
• Science in Practice 

 
HEALTH & 
PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

Elective Subjects: 

• Physical Education 

• Sport and Recreation 

General Subject: 

• Physical Education 
 

Applied Subject: 

• Sport and Recreation 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

Elective Subjects: 

• Agricultural Practices 

• Design 

• Food Technology 

• Construction Skills 

• Digital Technology 

• STEM 

General Subject: 

• Design 
 
Applied Subject: 

• Agriculture Practices 
• Certificate II in Hospitality 
• Certificate I in Construction  

• Certificate II in Construction Pathways 
• Information & Communication Technology (ICT) 

 
 

CREATIVE ARTS 

Elective Subjects: 

• Drama 

• Music 

• Visual Art 

General Subject: 

• Drama 

• Music 

• Visual Art 
 
Applied Subject: 

• Drama in Practice 

• Music in Practice 

Please Note: The College reserves the right to withdraw a subject if the numbers are too small for it to be viable.
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SENIOR EDUCATION PROFILE 

Students in Queensland are issued with a Senior Education Profile (SEP) upon completion of 
Senior studies. This profile may include a: 

• Statement of Results 
• Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 
• Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA). 

For more information about the SEP see the QCAA website.  

At Calvary Christian College, students begin preparing for Unit 1 of Senior Studies from 

Term 4, Year 10. 

 

 

STATEMENT OF RESULTS 
The statement of results is a transcript of a student’s learning account. The statement of 

results shows all QCE-contributing studies, and the results achieved, that may contribute to 

the awarding of a QCE. 

 

QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (QCE) 
All Senior students are working towards a QCE. The QCE is a qualification based on specified 
minimum requirements. To be eligible, students must achieve: 

• Gain 20 credits. 

• 1 credit point is generally equated to passing 1 unit of study. 

• Achieve to the required standard – Sound Achievement ‘C’ in General or 
Applied courses or the completion of a certificate course. 

 
• 12 credit points from completed core subjects. 
• An additional 8 credits from a combination of any courses of study. 

• A 'C' or better in Mathematics or English for Unit 1 or Unit 2 or the Units 3 
and 4 as a pair. 

 

QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT (QCIA) 
The Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA) recognises the achievements of 
students who are on individualised learning programs. The certificate is an official record that 
students have completed at least 12 years of education, and provides students with a 
summary of their skills and knowledge that they can present to employers and training 
providers.

A set pattern of learning: 

A set amount of learning: 

A set standard of learning: 

The literacy and numeracy requirements: 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/previous-qce-system
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AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK 

The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is the standard pathway to tertiary study 
across Australia. The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) is responsible for 
calculating students’ ATARs and will calculate ATARs based on either a student’s: 

 

If a student is eligible for an ATAR in both categories, QTAC will use their highest ATAR. 

 

English Requirement: 
Eligibility for an ATAR will require satisfactory completion of a QCAA English subject. 
Satisfactory completion will require students to attain a result that is equivalent to a ‘C’ Level 
in one English or Essential English. Although Essential English can be used in the calculation 
of an ATAR, universities require English as a pre-requisite with a few exceptions for pathway 
courses. While students must meet this standard to be eligible to receive an ATAR, it is not 
mandatory for a student’s English result to be included in the calculation of their ATAR. 

 

 

 

 
Best 5 QCAA General Subjects 

Best 4 QCAA General 
Subjects 

+ 

Best result in a: 

QCAA Applied Subject 

OR 

VET qualification at 

Australian Qualifications 

Framework (AQF) Certificate 

III level or above. 
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SENIOR SCHOOL LEARNING PATHWAYS 

CONSIDERATIONS WHEN CHOOSING SUBJECTS 
It is important for students to choose Senior subjects carefully as their decisions may affect 

their success at school, as well as the possibility of future pathways after school. 

• Always take into consideration student goals, passions and potential pathways. 

• Choosing the right pathway is important and is different for every student. 

• It is recommended that students select a broad range of subjects that will 

provide for a variety of options after school. 

 
Consider the most strategic pathway: 

Standard ATAR 
Pathway 

 

 
ATAR + Applied 

Subject/Certificate 
Course 

 
 
 

Non ATAR Pathway 
 
 

 

Requirements of Unit Completion: 

Credit towards a QCE can only be accrued for successful completion of the equivalent of 

whole units; 

 
In Year 11, in order to receive an overall subject result (and QCE credit) for Unit 1 and/or 

Unit 2, students must: 

• complete all learning and assessment requirements for the subject syllabus in that 

unit. 

• incomplete assessment will mean that the student will not meet requirements for a 

subject or course result. 

 
In Year 12, in order to receive an overall subject result for Units 3 and 4 (and QCE credit), 

students must: 

• complete Units 3 and 4 as a pair 

• provide responses to each summative internal assessment and, for Applied 

(Essential) subjects, the common internal assessment (CIA). 

• for General or General (Extension) subjects, complete all aspects of the summative 

external assessment, on the date published on the QCAA website. 

• Must study 6 subjects. These can be a combination of 
General and Applied subjects, or Applied subjects only. 
This can also contain one VET Course. 

• Must successfully complete 5 subjects/VET Course. 

• Must study 5 General subjects (including English, 
Mathematical Methods or General Mathematics). 

• Must study 1 Applied subject or Cert III or above. 

• Must successfully complete 4 General subjects and 1 
Applied Subject or Cert III or above. 

• Must study 6 General subjects (including English, 
Mathematical Methods or General Mathematics). 

• Must successfully complete 5 General subjects. 
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• for a General (Senior External Examination) subject, complete all 

requirements of the Senior External Examination. 

 
Year 11 and Year 12 Subject Changes: 

Due to the QCAA requirement of Unit competition the following subject change rules apply: 

Year 11 students will only be approved a subject change 

• At the conclusion of Unit 1 or Unit 2. 

• Within the first two weeks of Unit 1. 

 
Year 12 students will not be permitted to change subjects once Unit 3 has commenced. Unit 

3 and Unit 4 must be completed as a unit pair in order to successfully complete the course. 

 
At Risk Students: 

A rigorous process is in place to identify students who are at risk of failing units of work 

throughout their Senior studies. 

• End of Unit 1 Check Point – If a student has failed Unit 1, they will be deemed at 

risk and will be advised that they must pass Unit 2 to be able to continue in the 

subject for Unit 3 & 4. 

• End of Unit 2 Check Point – if students have failed Unit 1 & 2, they will not be 

allowed to continue in the subject for Unit 3 & 4. Students deemed at risk will be 

referred to the College Pathways Advisor to discuss alternate subject options for 

Unit 3 & 4. All subject changes will be done in consultation with parents and with 

the student’s best interest in mind. 

• Unit 3 & Unit 4 Monitoring – student progress will be monitored throughout Unit 3 

& Unit 4 by the subject teachers and College Pathways Advisor. Should a student be 

struggling to maintain a satisfactory level of achievement through Unit 3 & Unit 4, 

intervention strategies will be discussed with student, parents and teachers, in 

consultation with the Pathways Advisor. 

 

SET PLANS 
A Senior Education and Training (SET) Plan helps students structure their learning around their 

abilities, interests and ambitions. As part of the planning process, students think about their 

future, consider their abilities and investigate their options for careers and further education. 

 
The student, their parents or carers, and the College, meet to develop the SET Plan, which 

details what, where and how a student will study during their Senior phase of learning (usually 

Years 11 and 12). The plan is finalised by the end of Year 10. The SET Plan is reviewed 

periodically to monitor the student's progress. It can be updated at any time. The Pathways 

Advisor at Calvary Christian College is responsible for creating and maintaining each student’s 

SET Plan. 
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Students are encouraged to aim high, yet be realistic in the SET Plans. Subject choices at the 

beginning of Year 11 will reflect their career or further educational aspirations. Students who 

are not achieving a satisfactory result in their chosen subjects throughout Year 11 and 12 may 

need to either change subjects or update their SET Plan accordingly. 

 
ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS 
School-Based Apprenticeships 
School-Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships are available to students in their post-

compulsory school years (Year 11 and 12) and allow the students to earn credits towards their 

QCE while at the same time undertaking nationally accredited vocational education and 

training in an industry area of their choice. 

 
School-Based Apprentices and Trainees: 

• are paid for their productive work; 

• undergo competency based training on the job and/or off the job at a TAFE institute, 

a private training organisation or at school as part of their school curriculum. 

 
Students electing to complete a School-Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship should lodge 

their intention (preferably in Term 3 of Year 10 during their SET Plan meeting with the 

Pathways Advisor) with the College along with their area of interest. The Pathways Advisor 

will work with students and parents to assist in arranging suitable work experience in this field 

of work. Once an employer is found, interviews are arranged and, if suitable to all 

stakeholders, an apprenticeship or traineeship is entered into. 

 

School of Distance Education/Heatley Secondary College 
Students may choose to study external subjects via a School of Distance Education or Heatley 

Secondary College during Year 11 and 12. This can be done as a replacement of an elective 

subject - students will therefore have a line of Study periods. Both of these options will incur 

additional cost to parents from the external institution. 

 

TAFE – VET in Schools Program 
Students may also elect to complete a TAFE Course during Year 11 and 12. Students will need 

to speak to the Pathways Advisor during their SET Plan Meeting in Term 3 of Year 10 in order 

to be enrolled in these courses. Students choosing this option will do this as a replacement of 

an elective subject. Students will therefore have a line of Study Periods. 



Calvary Christian College: Senior Academic Handbook 2026 
2026 

Page 8 of 70 

 

 

 

CHOOSING YEAR 10 SUBJECTS 

Students in Year 10 begin to prepare for their senior studies. Students have more choice than 

Year 9 and subjects are designed to mimic senior subjects, to give students a realistic 

understanding of what is required of them in Senior. All Year 10 students are required to study 

the following Core and School Based Subjects. Students are required to choose 3 Elective 

Subjects. 
 

2026 Year 10 Core and Elective Subjects 

Core Subjects Elective Line D Elective Line E Elective Line F 
• English - Streamed 
• Mathematics - 

Streamed 
 

Students must choose one (1) 
Science Subject: 
• General Science 
• Applied Science 

Students must choose one (1) Humanities Subject on one Elective Line for 
Semester One: 

• Extension Pathways 
(English Sem 1, Maths 
Sem2) 

• Agricultural 
Practices 

• Ancient 
History 

• Physical 
Education 

• Visual Arts 

• Food 
Technology 

 
 

• Design 
• Legal Studies 
• STEM/Senior Science 

Toolkit 
• Drama 
• Food 

Technology 

• Humanities in 
Practice 
 

 

• Modern History 
• Music 
• Construction Skills 
• Sport and 

Recreation 

• Digital 
Technology 

• Business School Based Subjects & 
Activities 
• Christian Living 

• Sport & Co- Curricular 
• Assembly 
• Chapel 
• House Family Connect 

Specialist Mathematics – Term 4 Short Course 

 

Additional Information: 

• Year 10 students must choose 3 Elective Subjects, in addition to the 3 Core Subjects 

and Compulsory School Based Subjects. 

• English and Mathematics in Year 10 will be streamed and classes arranged by the 

Head of Departments 

 
SUBJECT SELECTION 

Students are allocated to Elective Subjects after they have submitted their Subject 

Selections (online) in Term 4 after their SET Plan. Allocation to classes is based on the 

following: 

• Date of selections – students who submit preferences early will be allocated to 
classes first. Selections will occur at the same time for all Grade 10 students.  

• Achievement of Subject Pre-Requisites and Co-Requisites. 
• Preferential treatment will not be given to any student in regard to Elective Subject 

allocations. 
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CHOOSING SENIOR COURSES 

Students in Year 11 and 12 may choose up to six subjects that they will study throughout their 

Senior schooling, thus enabling them to individualise their learning journey. 

Additional Information: 

Year 11 and 12 Students; 
• MUST study 6 Elective Subjects OR 5 Elective Subjects, plus a Certificate or VET 

Course. 

• MUST study either English OR Essential English. 

• MUST study either General Mathematics, Mathematical Methods OR Essential 

Mathematics. 

• Students electing to undertake Essential English should have a vocational 

pathway. 

• Year 11 students MUST NOT change subjects mid-unit (Unit 1 or Unit 2). 

• Year 12 students MUST NOT change subjects (Unit 3 or Unit 4). 

• CAN only change from a General Subject to a General Subject OR from a General 

Subject to an Applied Subject. 

 

SUBJECT SELECTION 
Students are allocated to Elective Subjects after they have submitted their Subject Selections 

(online) in Term 4. Allocation to classes is based on the following: 

• Date of selections – students who submit preferences early will be allocated to classes 
first. 

• Achievement of Subject Pre-Requisites and Co-Requisites. Some subjects may offer 
probationary period and this will be advised via a letter home and a student 
conversation with the Head of Department. 

• Preferential treatment will not be given to any student in regard to Elective Subject 
allocations. Once subjects are allocated for Year 11, students will be allocated these 
same subjects for Year 12 unless the student wishes to change a subject. 

General Subject (Elective) 

• are those subjects suited to students who are interested in pathways 

beyond school that lead to tertiary studies. 

Applied Subject (Elective) 

• are those subjects suited to students that are primarily interested in a 

vocational pathway beyond school. 

School Based Subjects and Activities 

• Pastoral Care  Christian Living 

• Sport & Co-Curricular  Assembly/Chapel 

• House Family Connect 
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SENIOR SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 

Year 11 and 12 General Subjects have Pre-Requisite or Co-Requisite requirements and Commencement Requirements. 

Subject Pre-Requisite or Co-Requisite 
Commencement 

Requirements 
English Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Core Level. Results need to be a C or higher 

and have tertiary study prospects to study General English 
No commencement requirements. 

General Mathematics Pre-Requisite: Year 10 Mathematics – Core Level.  Results need to be a C or 
higher. 

No commencement requirements. 

Mathematical Methods Pre-Requisite: Year 10 Mathematics – Advanced Level (B standard) and have 
tertiary study prospects to study Mathematics  

Must be commenced Term 1, Year 11. 

Specialist Mathematics Pre-Requisite: Year 10 Mathematics – Advanced Level (B standard).  
Co-Requisite: Mathematical Methods. 

Must be commenced Term 1, Year 11. 

Ancient History Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced or Core Level Results need to be a 
C or higher. Year 10 Humanities subject Results need to be a C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: English. 

Must complete 1 semester of Year 11 
to study in Year 12. 

Business Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced or Core Level Results need to be a 
C or higher. Year 10 Humanities subject Results need to be a C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: English. 

Must complete 1 semester of Year 11 
to study in Year 12. 

Legal Studies Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced or Core Level Results need to be a 
C or higher. Year 10 Humanities subject Results need to be a C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: English. 

Must complete 1 semester of Year 11 
to study in Year 12. 

Modern History Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced or Core Level Results need to be a 
C or higher. Year 10 Humanities subject Results need to be a C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: English. 

Must complete 1 semester of Year 11 
to study in Year 12. 

Biology Pre-Requisite: Year 10 General Science results need to be a C or higher. 
Co-Requisite: General Mathematics  

Must be commenced Term 1, Year 11. 

Chemistry    Pre-Requisite: Year 10 General Science results need to be a C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: General Mathematics or Mathematical 
Methods (Mathematical Methods preferred). 

Must be commenced Term 1, Year 11. 

Marine Science    Pre-Requisite: Year 10 General Science results need to be a C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: General Mathematics or Mathematical 
Methods (Mathematical Methods preferred). 

Must be commenced Term 1, Year 11. 
 

Physics Pre-Requisite: Year 10 Mathematics – Advanced Level. Results need 
to be a C or higher or high result in Mathematics Core. Complete the 
Senior Science Toolkit elective (Year 10 Semester 2) Results need to 
be a C or higher.  

Co-Requisite: Mathematical Methods. 
 

Must be commenced Term 1, Year 11. 

Physical Education Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced or Core Level Results need to be 
a C or higher. Year 10 PE Results need to be a C or higher. 

Must be commenced Term 1, Year 11. 

Design Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English & Mathematics – Advanced or Core Level 
Results need to be a C or higher 

Must complete 1 semester of Year 11 

to study in Year 12 

Food and Nutrition Pre-Requisite: Year 10 Science subject. Results need to be a C or higher. 
Year 10 English – Advanced or Core Level Results need to be a C or higher. 

Must be commenced Term 1, Year 11. 

Drama Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced or Core Level Results need to be a 
C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: English 

Must complete 1 semester 

of Year 11to study in Year 12 

Music Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced or Core Level Results need to be a 
C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: English 

Must complete 1 semester of Year 11 

to study in Year 12 

Visual Art Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced or Core Level Results need to be a 
C or higher. 
Co-Requisite: English 

Must complete 1 semester of Year 11 

to study in Year 12 
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ENGLISH 
 

Year 10 Core Subject 

English – General & Essential  
 

Year 10 Elective Subject 

Year 10 Extension Pathways 
 

Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

English 
 

Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

Essential English 

 
Head of English: Ms. Melissa Mammarella 
Melissa.Mammarella@calvary.qld.edu.au 

mailto:Melissa.Mammarella@calvary.qld.edu.au
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English – General & 
Essential 
Year 10 Core Subject 

 

The study of English is central to the 

learning and development of all young 

Australians. It helps create confident 

communicators, imaginative thinkers and 

informed citizens. It is through the study of 

English that individuals learn to analyse, 

understand, communicate, and build 

relationships with others and the world 

around them. 

Literacy is a social practice — a flexible 

and sustainable mastery of a repertoire of 

practices with texts using traditional and 

new communication technologies. It 

enables individuals to develop knowledge 

and understanding, and is thus integral to 

learning across all areas of the curriculum. 

Effective literacy is intrinsically purposeful, 

flexible and dynamic, and involves the 

integration of speaking, listening and 

Structure – 10 General English 

 

critical thinking with reading 

and writing. New technologies, the influences of 

globalisation and restructured workplaces 

require students to be able to interpret, 

construct and make judgments about meanings 

of texts in a range of contexts for different 

audiences and purposes. 

Recommendation 
A minimum of a C standard in Year 9 English. 

 
Pathways 
A successful course of study in Year 10 English 
will establish a basis for further study in either 
General English or Essential English in Years 11 
and 12. 

 

A pass in the Short Course in Literacy is not used 
to calculate a student’s Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR) at the end of Year 12 but 
does contribute one point towards their 
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE). 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

• Representations in 
texts and Poetry 

• The Classics: 
Shakespeare • Documentaries and 

Global issues 

• Dystopian Literature 
Study 

Structure – 10 Essential English 
 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

• Representations in 
texts and Poetry 

• The Classics: 
Shakespeare 

• Literacy Short Course 
Topic 1 

• Literacy Short Course 
Topic 2 

 

Year 10 English Class Structure 
Year 10 English classes are streamed. The Core English classes are renamed in Year 10 to General 
English in order to prepare students who will be undertaking this course in Year 11 and 12. All Year 
10 General English classes follow the Year 10 English curriculum.  
  
Student literacy data is collected to identify those who may benefit from additional support. 
Students requiring this support may be placed in the Year 10 Essential English class. Likewise, this 
course is designed to prepare students for Essential English in Year 11 and 12.  
  
 



Calvary Christian College: Senior Academic Handbook 2026 
2026 

Page 13 of 70 

 

 

In the Year 10 Essential English classes, students spend Semester 1 following the same Year 10 
English curriculum, content and assessment schedule as the 10 General English classes. However, 
students are provided enhanced support, including access to a teacher aide. Teachers in this class 
focus on strengthening students’ core literacy skills to ensure they can fully engage with the 
curriculum. In Semester 2, students will undertake the QCAA Literacy Short Course. Completing 
this course successfully means that students attain their literacy proficiency and a credit towards 
attaining their Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE). 

Assessment 

Depending on the unit, teachers will either use Instrument-Specific Marking Guides (ISMGs) 

or Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards in school-based assessment. The 

assessment used in Year 10 English will reflect the types of assessment used in Senior 

English with the intention of equipping students with the skills necessary to successfully 

complete them. 

 
Types of assessment 

• Extended written creative response 
• Extended spoken multi-modal response 
• Analytical essay 
• Critical response to literature 
• Grammar and punctuation exam 
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Year 10 Extension 
Pathways 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 
The Year 10 Extension Pathways is an elective 
subject available to students seeking to further 
develop their literacy and numeracy skills. The 
course is divided into two semester-long units: 

• Semester 1 focuses on literature 
• Semester 2 focuses on extension 

mathematics  
  
This subject is designed to support students in 
building fluency in preparation for senior subjects 
such as General English, General Mathematics, 
Mathematical Methods and Specialist Maths. It 
also aims to foster a genuine interest and 
enjoyment in both literature and mathematics. 
 
The mathematics semester develops the key skills 
for success in Senior Maths. Students will develop 
their problem solving skills, learn to write 
Mathematical reports, and master graphing 
software in preparation for Senior. 
 

 
 
Structure 

 

Students may elect to complete both semesters, or 
choose to undertake only one. If a student wishes to 
enrol in a single semester, they must follow the College’s 
subject change process. 
  
Please note that while this course compliments English 
and Mathematics, it does not replace them.  
 
Students who select this elective will continue to study 
English and Mathematics as part of their core subject 
load. The Extension Pathways course is an elective which 
is offered on an alternative line to English and Maths 
within the College timetable. 
 
Prerequisites  
Semester 1 - Year 9 English – Results need to 
be a C or higher. 
Semester 2 -  

 
Pathways 
A successful course of study in Year 10 English and 
Mathematics will establish a basis for further study in 
either General English or Essential English in Years 11 
and 12. Students aiming to study Mathematics, Science, 
Engineering or Medicine at university are strongly 
encouraged to build their Maths fluency muscle by 

taking this subject. 
 
 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Novel Study: 
Animal Farm 

Shakespeare: 
Macbeth 

Advanced algebra 
and geometry in 
the real world. 

Mathematical 
toolbox – software 
and report writing 

 

Assessment 
This is a school-devised course. Content is derived from the Assumed Knowledge for the Senior English 
and Mathematics syllabuses as well as school identified skills deemed necessary to achieve highly in 
Senior.  Assessment in this course reflects the kinds of tasks students will receive in Senior. 
Semester 1 and Semester 2 results are independent of each other. 

 

Summative Assessment 
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Unit 1 
• Extended Written Response - Examination to 

a Seen Question 

Unit 3 
• Portfolio of work – class tasks, quizzes, problem-

solving 
 

Unit 2 
• Imaginative Response 

Unit 4 
• Problem solving and modelling task (Written 

report) 
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English 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 
English offers students opportunities to enjoy 
language and be empowered as functional, 
purposeful, creative and critical language users 
who understand how texts can convey and 
transform personal and cultural perspectives. 

 
In a world of rapid cultural, social, economic 
and technological change, complex demands 
are placed on citizens to be literate within a 
variety of modes and mediums. Students are 
offered opportunities to develop this capacity 
by drawing on a repertoire of resources to 
interpret and create texts for personal, 
cultural, social and aesthetic purposes. 
They learn how language varies according to 
context, purpose and audience, content, 
modes and mediums, and how to use it 
appropriately and effectively for a variety  

 

of purposes. Students have opportunities to 
engage with diverse texts to help them 
develop a sense of themselves and their 
world. 

Students will complete Unit 1 and 2 in Year 
11, and Units 3 and 4 in Year 12.  

 

QCAA Subject Guide:  
English Senior Syllabus 

 
Prerequisite  
Year 10 English – Core Level. Results need to 
be a C or higher and have tertiary study 
prospects to study General English (see 
Course page on MyCalvary) 
 
Pathways 
A course of study in English promotes open-
mindedness, imagination, critical awareness 
and intellectual flexibility — skills that 
prepare students for local and global 
citizenship, and for lifelong learning across a 
wide range of contexts. English is suited to 
students who are interested in pathways 
beyond school that lead to tertiary studies, 
vocational education or work. 

Structure

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Perspectives and Texts 

• Examining and creating 
perspectives in texts 

• Responding to a variety of 
non-literary and literary 
texts 

• Creating responses for 
public audiences and 
persuasive texts 

Texts and Culture 

• Examining and shaping 
representations of 
culture in texts 

• Responding to literary and 
non- literary texts, 
including a focus on 
Australian texts 

• Creating imaginative and 

analytical texts 

Textual Connections 

• Exploring connections 
between texts 

• Examining different 
perspectives of the same 
issue in texts and shaping 
our own perspectives 

• Creating responses for 

public audiences and 

persuasive texts 

Close Study of Literary Texts 

• Engaging with literary 
texts from diverse times 
and places 

• Responding to 
literary texts 
creatively and 
critically 

• Creating imaginative 
and analytical texts 

 

Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added 
together to provide a subject score out of 100. 

 

Summative Assessment 
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA1): 
• Extended response — persuasive spoken 
response 
 

25% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Examination — imaginative 
written response 

25% 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA2): 
• Extended response — written response for 
a public audience 

25% Summative external assessment (EA): 
• Examination — analytical written 
response 

25% 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_english_25_syll.pdf


Calvary Christian College: Senior Academic Handbook 2026 
2026 

Page 16 of 70 

 

 

Essential English 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

 

Essential English develops and refines 

students’ understanding of language, 
literature and literacy to enable them to 
interact confidently and effectively with 
others in everyday, community and social 
contexts. The subject encourages 
students to recognise language and texts 
as relevant in their lives now and in the 
future and enables them to understand, 
accept or challenge the values and 
attitudes in these texts. 

Students will complete Unit 1 and 2 in 
Year 11, and Units 3 and 4 in Year 12.  

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Essential English 
Syllabus 

Recommendation 

Proficiency in the English language. 
 

Pathways 
Essential English is an Applied subject 

suited to students who are interested in 

pathways beyond Year 12 that lead to 

tertiary studies, vocational education or 

work. A course of study in Essential 

English promotes open-mindedness, 

imagination, critical awareness and 

intellectual flexibility — skills that prepare 

students for local and global citizenship, 

and for lifelong learning across a wide 

range of contexts. 

 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Language That Works Texts and Human 
Experiences 

Language that Influences Representations and 
Popular Culture Texts 

 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 
students complete four Summative Assessments. Schools develop three summative internal 
assessments and the common internal assessment (CIA) is developed by the QCAA. 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Extended response — 
spoken/signed Response 

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Extended response — Multimodal response 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Common internal assessment (CIA) 

Summative internal assessment (IA4): 
• Extended response — Written response 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_ess_english_25_app_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_ess_english_25_app_syll.pdf
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Year 10 Core Subject 

Mathematics - Streamed 
Short Course – Term 4 Only 

Specialist Mathematics 
 

Year 10 Elective Subject 

Year 10 Extension Pathways 
 

Year 11 & 12 General Subjects 

General Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods 
Elective Subject 

Specialist Mathematics 

 

Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

Essential Mathematics 

Head of Mathematics: Mrs. Rhonda Knuth 
Rhonda.Knuth@calvary.qld.edu.au 

mailto:Rhonda.Knuth@calvary.qld.edu.au
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Mathematics – Advanced, 
Core, Numeracy 
Year 10 Core Subject 

 
Learning mathematics creates opportunities 

for and enriches the lives of all Australians. 

The Australian Curriculum: Mathematics 

provides students with essential 

mathematical skills and knowledge in 

Number and Algebra, Measurement and 

Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. It 

develops the numeracy capabilities that all 

students need in their personal, work and 

civic life, and provides the fundamentals on 

which mathematical specialties and 

professional applications of mathematics are 

built. The curriculum focuses on developing 

increasingly sophisticated and refined 

mathematical understanding, fluency, logical 

reasoning, analytical thought and problem-

solving skills. These capabilities enable 

students to respond to familiar and 

unfamiliar situations by employing 

mathematical strategies to make informed 

decisions and solve problems efficiently. 

 
Year 10 Mathematics Class Structure 
Year 10 Mathematics classes are streamed. 
All classes study the Australian Curriculum at  

 
 
 
 

their year level and are graded against their year 
level standards. Previous year or term results as 
well as student numeracy data is collected to 
allocate students to either: 
 

Mathematical Methods (2 classes)  
o for students who are achieving in the B to A 

range. Students will move at a faster pace and 
have more opportunity to practice A level 
content. 

o For students intending to study Mathematical 
Methods in Senior. 

o In Semester 2, this class prioritises the content 
that prepares them for Mathematical Methods. 
 
General Mathematics (2 classes) 

o for students who are achieving in the C to B 
range. Students will cover content at a slower 
pace, limiting their exposure to A level content. 

o For students intending to study General 
Mathematics in Senior 

o In Semester 2, this class prioritises the content 
that prepares them for General Mathematics. 
 
Essential Maths (1 class)  

o for students who need additional support to 
achieve a C at grade level. 

o Students in Essential Maths in Year 10 will 
continue into Essential Maths in Year 11. 
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Structure 

Term 1 & 2 – All classes do similar content 

Term 3 & 4 – Classes focus on content required for Senior Mathematics Course 
TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4 

• Area, volume, 
Pythagoras & 
Trigonometry  

• Index Laws & 
logarithms  

• Algebraic techniques 

Advanced (Mathematics 
Methods Preparation) 

• Linear Equations 
• Simultaneous 

equations 
• Quadratic equations 
• Sketching Graphs 
• Use of graphical 

technology   
Core/Numeracy (General 
Mathematics/Essential 
Preparation) 

• Linear & 
simultaneous 
equations 

• Compound interest 
• Triangles & deductive 

geometry 

Advanced (Mathematics 
Methods Preparation) 
• Polynomides 
• Solving Quadratics 
• Bivariate Data 
• Use of graphical 

technology 
 
Core/Numeracy  
(General 
Mathematics/Essential 
Preparation) 
• Univariate & 

bivariate data 
(statistics) 

• Excel spreadsheets  

 
Assessment 

The assessment used in Mathematics will prepare students for the types of assessment used in 

Senior Mathematics. 

 
Students are assessed in two criteria: 

• Understanding and Fluency: recall and use of learned facts, procedures and 

conventions. 

• Problem Solving and Reasoning: formulation of mathematical models and 

justification of mathematical thinking. 

 
Assessment is by technology-free and technology active examinations, regular problem- solving and 

reasoning tasks, and extended problem-solving and modelling tasks. 
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Specialist Mathematics 
Year 10 Short Course Subject – Term 4 Only 

 
Specialist Mathematics is offered in Year 10 

as a Short Course Elective at Calvary Christian 

College. It is designed for students who not 

only enjoy Mathematics and are 

mathematically talented, but is focused on 

introducing students to topics studied as part 

of Specialist Mathematics in Year 11 and 12. 

 
Topics are quite abstract and require 

students to have a high level of competency 

of number facts and algebra in order to 

comprehend the content. The subject 

enables students to experience and 

appreciate some of the depth and complex 

beauty of higher level Mathematics. 

 
The content of the Short Course covers the 

listed Assumed Knowledge for the Specialist 

Mathematics Syllabus. Students studying 

Specialist Mathematics will gain 

 
 

invaluable problem solving skills and thinking 

skills as they work on in-class tasks and 

assignments. Students may also gain 

experience in the use of Data Loggers and 

technology such as Graphics Calculators. 
 

Recommendations 
A minimum of a B in Year 10 Mathematics – 
Advanced must also be studied in 
conjunction with Specialist Mathematics. 

 
Pathways 
Specialist Mathematics is a General subject 
suited to students who are interested in 
pathways beyond school that lead to tertiary 
studies, vocational education or work. A 
course of study in Specialist Mathematics can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of science, all 
branches of mathematics and statistics, 
computer science, medicine, engineering, 
finance and economics. 

 

Structure 
CORE TOPICS 

Unit Circle and radian measure  

Trigonometry applications  

Simultaneous equations 

Vectors 

 
Assessment 

The assessment used in Specialist Mathematics will prepare students for the types of assessment 

used in Senior Specialist Mathematics. 

 
Students are assessed in two criteria: 

• Understanding and Fluency: recall and use of learned facts, procedures and 

conventions. 

• Problem Solving and Reasoning: formulation of mathematical models and 

justification of mathematical thinking. 

 
Assessment is by examination. 
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Year 10 Extension 
Pathways 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 
The Year 10 Extension Pathways is an elective 
subject available to students seeking to further 
develop their literacy and numeracy skills. The 
course is divided into two semester-long units: 

• Semester 1 focuses on literature 
• Semester 2 focuses on extension 

mathematics  
  
This subject is designed to support students in 
building fluency in preparation for senior subjects 
such as General English, General Mathematics, 
Mathematical Methods and Specialist Maths. It 
also aims to foster a genuine interest and 
enjoyment in both literature and mathematics. 
 
The mathematics semester develops the key skills 
for success in Senior Maths. Students will develop 
their problem solving skills, learn to write 
Mathematical reports, and master graphing 
software in preparation for Senior. 
 

 
 
Structure 

 

Students may elect to complete both semesters, or 
choose to undertake only one. If a student wishes to 
enrol in a single semester, they must follow the College’s 
subject change process. 
  
Please note that while this course compliments English 
and Mathematics, it does not replace them.  
 
Students who select this elective will continue to study 
English and Mathematics as part of their core subject 
load. The Extension Pathways course is an elective which 
is offered on an alternative line to English and Maths 
within the College timetable. 
 
Prerequisites  
Semester 1 - Year 9 English – Results need to 
be a C or higher. 
Semester 2 -  

 
Pathways 
A successful course of study in Year 10 English and 
Mathematics will establish a basis for further study in 
either General English or Essential English in Years 11 
and 12. Students aiming to study Mathematics, Science, 
Engineering or Medicine at university are strongly 
encouraged to build their Maths fluency muscle by 

taking this subject. 
 
 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Novel Study: 
Animal Farm 

Shakespeare: 
Macbeth 

Advanced algebra 
and geometry in 
the real world. 

Mathematical 
toolbox – software 
and report writing 

 

Assessment 
This is a school-devised course. Content is derived from the Assumed Knowledge for the Senior English 
and Mathematics syllabuses as well as school identified skills deemed necessary to achieve highly in 
Senior.  Assessment in this course reflects the kinds of tasks students will receive in Senior. 
Semester 1 and Semester 2 results are independent of each other. 

 

Summative Assessment 
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Unit 1 
Extended Written Response - Examination to a 
Seen Question 

Unit 3 
• Portfolio of work – class tasks, quizzes, problem-

solving 
 

Unit 2 
Imaginative Response 

Unit 4 
• Problem solving and modelling task (Written 

report) 
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General Mathematics 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 

General Mathematics is designed for students 
who want to extend their mathematical skills 
beyond Year 10 but whose future studies or 
employment pathways do not require 
calculus. 
Students will learn to ask appropriate 
questions, map out pathways, reason about 
complex solutions, set up models and 
communicate in different forms. They will 
experience the relevance of mathematics to 
their daily lives, communities and cultural 
backgrounds. 

In General Mathematics student activities 
range from practising essential mathematical 
routines to develop procedural fluency, 
through to investigating scenarios, modelling 
the real world, solving problems and 
explaining 

 
reasoning. Problem-solving helps to develop an ability to 
transfer mathematical skills and ideas between different 
contexts. 

 

QCAA Subject Guide: General Mathematics 
Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 Mathematics –  

Core Level.  Results need to be a C or higher. 
 
Pathways 
A course of study in General Mathematics can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of business, 
commerce, education, finance, IT, social 
science and the arts.

 

Structure 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Money, measurement 
and relations 
• Consumer arithmetic 
• Shape and 
measurement 
• Linear equations and 
their graphs 

Applied trigonometry, 
algebra, matrices and 
univariate data 
• Applications 
of trigonometry 
• Algebra and matrices 
• Univariate 
data analysis 

Bivariate data, 
sequences and change 
and Earth geometry 
• Bivariate 
data analysis 
• Time series analysis 
• Growth and decay 
in sequences 
• Earth geometry and 
time zones 

Investing and 
networking 
• Loans, investments 
and annuities 
• Graphs and networks 
• Networks and Decision 
mathematics 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added 
together to provide a subject score out of 100. 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Problem-solving and modelling task 

20% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Examination 

15% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Examination 

15% 

Summative external assessment (EA): 50% 
• Examination 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_maths_general_25_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_maths_general_25_syll.pdf
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Mathematical Methods 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 

Mathematical Methods enables students to 
see the connections between mathematics 
and other areas of the curriculum and apply 
their mathematical skills to real-world 
problems, becoming critical thinkers, 
innovators and problem- solvers. Topics are 
developed systematically, with increasing 
levels of sophistication, complexity and 
connection. Calculus and statistics are the 
basis for developing effective models of the 
world and solving complex and abstract 
mathematical problems. Students develop 
the ability to translate written, numerical, 
algebraic, symbolic and graphical information 
from one representation to another. They 
make use of complex factual knowledge to 
successfully 

 
 

Structure 

formulate, represent and solve mathematical 
problems. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Mathematical Methods 
Syllabus  

 
Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 Mathematics –  
Advanced Level (B standard) and have  

tertiary study prospects to study Mathematics 
 
Pathways 
A course of study in Mathematical Methods 
can establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of natural and 
physical sciences, mathematics and science 
education, medical and Health sciences, 
engineering, computer science, psychology 
and business. 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Algebra, statistics and 
functions 
• Arithmetic and 
geometric sequences and 
series 1 
• Functions and graphs 
• Counting and 
probability 
• Exponential functions 1 
• Arithmetic and 
geometric sequences and 
series 2 

Calculus and further 
functions 
• Exponential functions 2 
• The logarithmic 
function 1 
• Trigonometric functions 1 
• Introduction to 
differential calculus 
• Further differentiation 
and applications 1 
• Discrete random 
variables 1 

Further calculus 
• The logarithmic 
function 2 
• Further 
differentiation 
and applications 
2 
• Integrals 

Further functions and 
statistics 
• Further differentiation 
and applications 3 
• Trigonometric functions 2 
• Discrete random 
variables 2 
• Continuous random 
variables and the 
normal distribution 
• Interval estimates 
for proportions 

 

Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added 
together to provide a subject score out of 100. 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Problem-solving and modelling task 

20% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Examination 

15% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Examination 

15% 

Summative external assessment (EA): 50% 
• Examination 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_maths_methods_19_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_maths_methods_19_syll.pdf
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Specialist Mathematics 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 
Specialist Mathematics is designed for students 
who develop confidence in their mathematical 
knowledge and ability and gain a positive view 
of themselves as mathematics learners. They 
will gain an appreciation of the true nature of 
mathematics, its beauty and its power. 
Students learn topics that are developed 
systematically, with increasing levels of 
sophistication, complexity and connection, 
building on functions, calculus, statistics from 
Mathematical Methods, while vectors, 
complex numbers and matrices are 
introduced. Functions and calculus are 
essential for creating models of the physical 
world. Statistics are used to describe and 
analyse phenomena involving probability, 
uncertainty and variation. Matrices, complex 
numbers and vectors are essential tools for 
explaining abstract or complex relationships 
that occur in scientific and technological 
endeavours. 

 
 
 

QCAA Subject Guide: Specialist mathematics 
Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 Mathematics –  
Advanced Level (B standard).  
Co-Requisite: Mathematical Methods. 

 
Pathways 
Specialist Mathematics is a General subject 
suited to students who are interested in 
pathways beyond school that lead to tertiary 
studies, vocational education or work. A 
course of study in Specialist Mathematics can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of science, all 
branches of mathematics and statistics, 
computer science, medicine, engineering, 
finance and economics.

Structure 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Combinatorics, vectors and 
proof 
• Combinatorics 
• Vectors in the plane 
• Proof by mathematical 

induction 
• Vectors applications in 

geometry 

Complex numbers, 
trigonometry, functions 
and matrices 
• Geometric proofs using 

vectors 
• Trigonometry and 
functions 
• Integration and 

applications of integration 
• Vector calculus 

Mathematical induction, 
and further vectors, 
matrices and complex 
numbers 
• Matrices and application 

of matrices  
• Complex numbers 1 
• Complex numbers 2 
• Nature of proof 

Further calculus and 
statistical inference 
• Complex numbers 2 
• Rates of change and 
differential equations 
• Statistical inference 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12, students complete 
four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together to provide a 
subject score out of 100. 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Problem-solving and modelling task 

20% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Examination 

15% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Examination 

15% 

Summative external assessment (EA): 50% 
• Examination 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_maths_specialist_19_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_maths_specialist_19_syll.pdf
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Essential Mathematics 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

 
Mathematics is a unique and powerful 
intellectual discipline that is used to 
investigate patters, order, generality and 
uncertainty. 

 
Students develop their conceptual 
understanding when they undertake tasks 
that require them to connect mathematical 
concepts, operations and relations. They 
learn to recognise definitions, rules and facts 
from everyday mathematics and data, and to 
calculate using appropriate mathematical 
processes. 

 
Students interpret and use mathematics to 
make informed predictions and decisions 
about personal and financial priorities. 
This is achieved through an emphasis on 
estimation, problem-solving and reasoning, 
which develops students into thinking 
citizens. 

 
Students learn within a practical context 
related to general employment and 

 
 

successful participation in society, drawing on 
the mathematics used by various professional 
and industry groups. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Essential Mathematics 
Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
A minimum of a C standard in Year 10 
Mathematics. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Essential Mathematics 
can establish a basis for further education 
and employment in the fields of trade, 
industry, business and community services. 
Students will learn within a practical context 
related to general employment and 
successful participation in society, drawing on 
the mathematics used by various professional 
and industry groups.

Structure 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Number, data and 
graphs 
• Fundamental 
topic: Calculations 
• Number 
• Representing data 
• Graphs 

Money, travel and data 
• Fundamental 
topic: Calculations 
• Managing money 
• Time and motion 
• Data collection 

Measurement, scales 
and data 
• Fundamental 
topic: Calculations 
• Measurement 
• Scales, plans and 
models 
• Summarising and 
comparing data 

Graphs, chance and loans 
• Fundamental 
topic: Calculations 
• Bivariate graphs 
• Probability and 
relative frequencies 
• Loans and compound 
interest 

 

Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Unit 1 & 2 to suit their local context. In Unit 3 & 4 students 
complete four Summative Assessments. Schools develop three summative internal assessments and 
the common internal assessment (CIA) is developed by the QCAA. 
 

Summative Assessment 
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Problem-solving and modelling task 

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Problem-solving and modelling task 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Common internal assessment (CIA) 

Summative internal assessment (IA4): 
• Examination 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_ess_maths_25_app_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_ess_maths_25_app_syll.pdf
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HUMANITIES 
 

Year 10 Elective Subjects 

Business 

Humanities in Practice 

Legal Studies  

Ancient History 

Modern History 

 

Year 11 & 12 General Subjects 

Ancient History 

Business Legal 

Studies 

Modern History 

 

Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

Business Studies 

Social & Community Studies 

 
Head of Humanities: Mrs. Meg Collier  

Meg.Collier@calvary.qld.edu.au

mailto:Meg.Collier@calvary.qld.edu.au
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Business 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 
Business activity affects the daily lives of all 

Australians as they work, spend, save, invest, 

travel and play. It influences jobs, incomes 

and opportunities for personal enterprise. 

Business refers to enterprising endeavours 

undertaken to meet human needs and wants. 

Business and economic activity impacts on and 

presents a range of challenges to individuals 

and members of groups and organisations in 

their roles as active and informed citizens, 

consumers, workers or entrepreneurs. 

 
Business and Economics is important for 

students in the later years of schooling as it is 

at this time that they gain a degree of 

independence in accumulating and managing 

finances, make decisions about goods and 

services, and acquire legal rights and 

responsibilities as citizens. 

 
Students build on their understanding of the 

ways decisions are made about the allocation 

of resources by considering the Australian 

economy, its place in the broader global 

economy and the interdependence of 

participants in the Structure 

 
 

global economy. They explore reasons for 

variations in the performance of economies 

and investigate the role of governments in 

managing economic performance to improve 

living standards. They explore how businesses 

respond to changing economic conditions and 

consider different strategies that can be used 

by consumers, businesses and governments to 

improve economic, business and financial 

outcomes. They learn about the roles and 

responsibilities of participants in the 

workplace, including the way that businesses 

can manage their workforce to improve 

productivity. 

 
Recommendation 
A minimum of a C in Year 9 English  

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Business can establish a 
basis for further education and employment 
in the fields of business management, 
business development, entrepreneurship, 
business analytics, economics, business law, 
accounting and finance, international 
business, marketing, human resources 
management and business information 
systems. 

 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Managing People Business in a Global 
Environment 

Economic 
Performance and 
Living Standards 

Participants in the 
Changing Work 

Environment 

 

Assessment 

The assessment instruments that have been developed to assess the learning of Business students 

have been designed to build student learning towards assessment techniques that are valued in senior 

subjects. 

 
Types of Assessment 

• Knowledge Examinations 

• Practical (Business Feasibility Study and/or Investigation Business Report) 

• Extended Responses (Written) 
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Humanities in Practice 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

Humanities in Practice focuses on 
researching and contemporary skills which 
lead to self-reliance and autonomy. It 
fosters appreciation of, and respect for, 
responsible attitudes and behaviours 
required for effective participation in the 
community and for thinking critically, 
creatively and constructively about their 
future. 

Students develop personal, interpersonal, 
and citizenship skills, encompassing social 
skills, communication skills, respect for and 
interaction with others, building rapport, 
problem solving and decision making, self- 
esteem, self-confidence and resilience, 
workplace skills, learning and study skills. 

Students use an inquiry approach in 
collaborative learning environments to 
investigate the dynamics of society and the 
benefits of working with others in 
the 

community. They are provided with 
opportunities to explore and refine 
personal values and lifestyle choices and to 
practice, develop and value social, 
community and workplace participation 
skills. 

Recommendation 
Proficiency in the English language. 

Pathways 
A course of study in Humanities in Practice 
can establish a basis for further education 
and employment, as it helps students 
develop the personal, interpersonal and 
citizenship skills and attributes necessary 
in all workplaces. It allows them to manage 
change, to be resilient and adaptive, and to 
develop strategies so that they can cope 
with the demands, not only of everyday 
life, but also of continuing studies, 
employment and future careers. This 
course will equip students with the 
research skills necessary for daily life.

Structure 

The Humanities in Practice course is designed around three core life skills areas which must 
be covered within every elective topic studied and be integrated throughout the course. 
Furthermore, a final set of skills will lead directly into Social and Community Studies for Year 
11. 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Australia’s Place in 
the World 

Dawn of Technology What Works for You The Road Ahead 

Assessment 

The assessment instruments that have been developed to assess the learning of Humanities 

in Practice students have been designed to build student learning towards assessment 

techniques that are valued in senior subjects. 

Types of Assessment 

• Examination – Combination Response

• Reports - Extended Written Response

• Project work
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Legal Studies 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 

Legal Studies as a Junior elective focuses 
on the foundations of law in Australia and 
Queensland. It will evaluate the role and 
development of law in response to current 
issues. Students will explore the modern 
legal system and how it protects the rights 
of the citizen, regulates activities, while 
balancing these with obligations and 
responsibilities. 

 

Students study the foundations of criminal 
and civil law through the criminal justice 
process and the civil justice system. They 
will discuss contemporary issues that are 
relevant to real-life situations, while 
engaging in research relating to law reform 
and jurisdiction alternatives. 

 
Students develop skills of inquiry, critical 
thinking, problem-solving and reasoning 
to make informed and ethical decisions 
and 

recommendations. They question, explore 
and discuss tensions between changing 
social values, justice and equitable 
outcomes. 

 

Recommendation 
A minimum of a C in Year 9 English  

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Legal Studies can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of law, law 
enforcement, criminology, justice studies 
and politics. The knowledge, skills and 
attitudes Legal Studies students gain are 
transferable to all discipline areas and post- 
schooling tertiary pathways. The research 
and analytical skills this course develops 
are universally valued in business, Health, 
science and engineering industries. 

 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Human Rights Governing Australia 
Criminal Law: Beyond 

Reasonable Doubt 
Civil Law: Balance of 

Probability 

 

 

Assessment 

The assessment instruments that have been developed to assess the learning of Legal Studies 

students have been designed to build student learning towards assessment techniques that 

are valued in senior subjects. 

 
Types of Assessment 

• Examination – Combination Response 

• Argumentative Essay 

• Investigation – Inquiry Report
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History (Ancient & 
Modern) 
Year 10 Elective Subject 
 
The study of History provides opportunities for 
students to study people, societies and 
civilisations of the past, from the development of 
the earliest human communities to the end of the 
modern age. 

 
Students explore the interaction of societies, and 
the impact of individuals and groups on historical 
events and ways of life and study the 
development of some features of modern 
society, such as social organisation, systems of 
law, governance and religion. 
 
Students analyse and interpret archaeological 
and written evidence. They develop increasingly 
sophisticated skills and understandings of 
historical issues and problems by interrogating 
the surviving evidence of ancient sites, societies, 
individuals and significant historical periods. 
They investigate the problematic nature of 
evidence, pose increasingly complex questions 
about the past and formulate reasoned 
responses 
 
Through Modern History, students’ 
curiosity and imagination is invigorated 
while their appreciation of civilisation is 

broadened and deepened. Students learn that the 
past is contestable and tentative. They discover 
how the past consists of various perspectives and 
interpretations. Modern History distinguishes 
itself from other subjects by enabling students to 
empathise with others and make meaningful 
connections between the past, present and 
possible futures. 

Students gain multi-disciplinary skills in analysing 
textual and visual sources, constructing 
arguments, challenging assumptions, and 
thinking both creatively and critically. 

 

 
Recommendation 
A minimum of a C in Year 9 English – 
Advanced or Core and Year 9 History. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in History can establish a basis 
for further education and employment in the 
fields of archaeology, history, education, 
psychology, sociology, law, business, economics, 
politics, journalism, the media, Health and social 
sciences, writing, academia and research. The 
skills developed in History can be used in 
students’ everyday lives — including their work 
— when they need to understand situations, 
place them in perspective, identify causes and 
consequences, acknowledge the viewpoints of 
others, develop personal values, make 
judgments and reflect on their decisions.  

 

Structure 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Ideas in the Ancient and 
Modern World 

 

Powerful Personalities in 
their times – Ancient 

and Modern 
Establishing Society 

Foundations for 
Year 11 – skills 

and interpretation 

 
Assessment 

The assessment instruments that have been developed to assess the learning of History students have 

been designed to build student learning towards assessment techniques that are valued in senior 

subjects. 

 
Types of Assessment 

• Investigations 

• Examinations 
• Response to stimulus tasks 

• Independent source investigations 
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Ancient History 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 
Ancient History provides opportunities for 
students to study people, societies and 
civilisations of the past, from the 
development of the earliest human 
communities to the end of the Middle Ages. 
Students explore the interaction of societies, 
and the impact of individuals and groups on 
ancient events and ways of life, and study the 
development of some features of modern 
society, such as social organisation, systems 
of law, governance and religion. 

 
Students analyse and interpret archaeological 
and written evidence. They develop 
increasingly sophisticated skills and 
understandings of historical issues and 
problems by interrogating the surviving 
evidence of ancient sites, societies, 
individuals and significant historical periods. 
They investigate the problematic nature of 
evidence, pose increasingly complex 
questions about the past and formulate 
reasoned responses. Students gain multi-
disciplinary skills in analysing textual and 
visual sources, constructing arguments, 
challenging 

 
 

assumptions, and thinking both creatively and 
critically. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Ancient History Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 General English  
Results need to be a C or higher. Year 10 
Humanities subject Results need to be a C or 
higher.  
Co-Requisite: General English 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Ancient History can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of archaeology, 
history, education, psychology, sociology, 
law, business, economics, politics, journalism, 
the media, Health and social sciences, writing, 
academia and research. The skills developed 
in Ancient History can be used in students’ 
everyday lives — when they need to 
understand situations, place them in 
perspective, identify causes and 
consequences, acknowledge the viewpoints 
of others, develop personal values, make 
judgments and reflect on their decisions. 

 

Structure – Ancient History may run as an alternate sequence in Year 11 & 12. 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Investigating the 
ancient world 

Personalities in their 
time 

Reconstructing the 
ancient world 

People, power and 
authority 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added 
together to provide a subject score out of 100. 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Examination — essay in response 
to historical sources 

25% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Investigation — historical essay based 
on research 

25% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Independent source investigation 

25% Summative external assessment (EA): 
• Examination — short responses to 
historical sources 

25% 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_ancient_history_19_syll.pdf
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Business 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 

Business provides opportunities for 
students to develop business knowledge 
and skills to contribute meaningfully to 
society, the workforce and the 
marketplace and prepares them as 
potential employees, employers, leaders, 
managers and entrepreneurs. 

 
Students investigate the business life 
cycle, develop skills in examining business 
data and information and learn business 
concepts, theories, processes and 
strategies relevant to leadership, 
management and entrepreneurship. They 
investigate the influence of, and 
implications for, strategic development in 
the functional areas of finance, human 
resources, marketing and operations. 

 

Students use a variety of technological, 
communication and analytical tools to 
comprehend, analyse, interpret and 

synthesise business data and information. 
They engage with the dynamic business world 
(in both national and global contexts), the 
changing workforce and emerging digital 
technologies. 

Students will complete Unit 1 and 2 in Year 11,  

and Units 3 and 4 in Year 12.  
 

QCAA Subject Guide: Business Syllabus 
 

Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 General English 
or Core Level Results need to be a C or 
higher. Year 10 Humanities subject Results 
need to be a C or higher.  

Co-Requisite: General English 
 

Pathways 
A course of study in Business can establish 
a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of business 
management, business development, 
entrepreneurship, business analytics, 
economics, business law, accounting and 
finance, international business, marketing, 
human resources management and 
business information systems. 

 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Business creation 
• Fundamentals of 
business 
• Creation of business 
ideas 

Business growth 
• Establishment of a 
business 
• Entering markets 

Business diversification 
• Competitive markets 
• Strategic development 

Business evolution 
• Repositioning a 
business 
• Transformation of a 
business• 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 
students complete four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments 
are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Examination — combination 
response 

25% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Extended response — feasibility 
report 

25% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Investigation — business report 

25% Summative external assessment (EA): 
• Examination — combination response 

25% 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_business_19_syll.pdf
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Legal Studies 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject - Combined 

 
Legal Studies focuses on the interaction 
between society and the discipline of law and 
explores the role and development of law in 
response to current issues. 
Students study the legal system and how it 
regulates activities and aims to protect the 
rights of individuals, while balancing these 
with obligations and responsibilities. 

 

Students study the foundations of law, the 
criminal justice process and the civil justice 
system. They critically examine issues of 
governance, explore contemporary issues of 
law reform and change, and consider 
Australian and international human rights 
issues. 

 
Students develop skills of inquiry, critical 
thinking, problem-solving and reasoning to 
make informed and ethical decisions and 
recommendations. They identify and describe 
legal issues, explore information and data, 
analyse, evaluate to make decisions or 
propose recommendations, 

 
 

and create responses that convey legal 
meaning. They question, explore and discuss 
tensions between changing social values, 
justice and equitable outcomes. 

 

QCAA Subject Guide: Legal Studies Syllabus 
 

Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 General English 
or Core Level Results need to be a C or higher. 
Year 10 Humanities subject Results need to be a 
C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: General English 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Legal Studies can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of law, law 
enforcement, criminology, justice studies and 
politics. The knowledge, skills and attitudes 
Legal Studies students gain are transferable to 
all discipline areas and post-schooling tertiary 
pathways. The research and analytical skills 
this course develops are universally valued in 
business, Health, science and engineering 
industries. 

 

Structure – Legal Studies may run as an alternate sequence in Year 11 & 12. 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Balance of probabilities 
• Civil law foundations 
• Contractual obligations 
• Negligence and the 
duty of care 

Law, governance and 
change 
• Governance in 
Australia 
• Law reform within a 
dynamic society 

Beyond reasonable doubt 
• Legal foundations 
• Criminal Investigation 
process 
• Criminal trial process 
• Punishment and 
sentencing 

Human rights in legal 
contexts 
• Human rights 
• The effectiveness of 
international law 
• Human rights in 
Australian contexts 

 

Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12, 
students complete four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments 
are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. 
 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Examination — combination 
response 

25% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Investigation — argumentative 
essay 

25% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Investigation — inquiry report 

25% Summative external assessment (EA): 
• Examination — combination response 

25% 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_legal_25_syll.pdf
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Modern History 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 

Modern History provides opportunities 
for students to gain historical knowledge 
and understanding about some of the 
main forces that have contributed to the 
development of the Modern World and to 
think historically and form a historical 
consciousness in relation to these same 
forces. Students will study the ideas, 
movements, national experiences and 
international experiences of the Modern 
World. Modern History benefits students 
as it enables them to thrive in a dynamic, 
globalised and knowledge-based world. 

 

Students will devise historical questions 
when conducting research, analyse 
evidence from historical sources to show 
comprehension, synthesis evidence form 
historical sources to form historical 
arguments, evaluate evidence to make 
judgements, and create responses 
through their essays, extended written 
responses and response to stimulus 
assessment. 
 
 

 
 
 

QCAA Subject Guide: Modern History 
Syllabus 

 

Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 General English  
or Core Level Results need to be a C or 
higher. Year 10 Humanities subject results 
need to be a C or higher.  

Co-Requisite: General English 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Modern History can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of anthropology, 
history, education, psychology, sociology, 
law, economics, politics, journalism, the 
media, writing, academia and strategic 
analysis. The skills developed in Modern 
History can be used in students’ everyday 
lives — when they need to understand 
situations, place them in perspective, 
identify causes and consequences, 
acknowledge the viewpoints of others, 
develop personal values, make judgments 
and reflect on their decisions. 
 

  Structure – Modern History may run as an alternate sequence in Year 11 & 12. 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Ideas in the 
Modern World 

Movements in the 
Modern World 

National 
experiences in the 

Modern World 

International 
experiences in the 

Modern World 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12, students complete 
four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together to provide a 
subject score out of 100. 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Examination — essay in response 
to historical sources 

25% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Investigation — historical essay based 
on research 

25% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Independent source investigation 

25% Summative external assessment (EA): 
• Examination — short responses to 
historical sources 

25% 

 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_modern_history_19_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_modern_history_19_syll.pdf
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Business Studies 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject - Combined 

 
Business Studies provides opportunities for 
students to develop practical business 
knowledge, understanding and skills for use, 
participation and work in a range of business 
contexts. A course of study in Business 
Studies consists of core ‘Business practices’ 
and ‘Business functions’ delivered through 
elective ‘Business contexts.’ Students will 
explore business functions and develop 
business practices required to produce 
solutions to real life or simulated problems 
and successfully participate in future 
employment. 

 

Business practices and functions bind an 
organisation together, enable it to operate 
and connect it to its customers, stakeholders 
and community. The business practices 
describe the concepts, ideas and skills which 
students need to develop to be able to work 
effectively in business. The business functions 
describe the different activities a business 
undertakes in order to achieve its mission and 
objectives. Students develop their business 
knowledge and understanding through 
applying business practices and 

 
 

business functions in business contexts (e.g. 
entertainment, mining, retail, rural, travel, 
events management). Students will analyse 
business information and will have 
opportunities to propose and implement 
outcomes and solutions in business contexts. 
Students develop effective decision-making 
skills and learn how to plan, implement and 
evaluate business outcomes and solutions, 
resulting in improved economic, consumer 
and financial literacy. 

 

QCAA Subject Guide: Business Studies 
Syllabus 

 

Recommendation 
Proficiency in the English language. 

 

Pathways 
A course of study in Business Studies can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in office administration, data 
entry, retail, sales, reception, small business, 
finance administration, public relations, 
property management, events administration 
and marketing. 

 

Structure 

The Business Studies course is designed around core business practices and core business functions 
which are covered within a specific business context. Business Studies may run as an alternate 
sequence in Year 11 & 12. 

 

CORE BUSINESS PRACTICES CORE BUSINESS FUNCTIONS 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT4 

Working with Customers Entrepreneurship Working in Events Working in Marketing 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four summative assessments. Students will receive an overall subject result (A–E). 

 

Summative assessment 
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Extended response 

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Extended Response 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Project 

Summative internal assessment (IA4): 
• Project 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/humanities-social-sciences/business-studies/syllabus
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/humanities-social-sciences/business-studies/syllabus
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Social & Community Studies 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject  

 

Social & Community Studies focuses on 
personal development and social skills 
which lead to self-reliance, self- 
management and concern for others. It 
fosters appreciation of, and respect for, 
cultural diversity and encourages 
responsible attitudes and behaviours 
required for effective participation in the 
community and for thinking critically, 
creatively and constructively about their 
future. 

 

Students develop personal, interpersonal, 
and citizenship skills, encompassing social 
skills, communication skills, respect for 
and interaction with others, building 
rapport, problem solving and decision 
making, self-esteem, self-confidence and 
resilience, workplace skills, learning and 
study skills. 

 
Students use an inquiry approach in 
collaborative learning environments to 
investigate the dynamics of society and 
the benefits of working with others in the 
community. They are provided with 

opportunities to explore and refine 
personal values and lifestyle choices and 
to practice, develop and value social, 
community and workplace participation 
skills. 

 

QCAA Subject Guide: Social & Community 
Studies Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
Proficiency in the English language. 

 

Pathways 
A course of study in Social and 
Community Studies can establish a basis 
for further education and employment, 
as it helps students develop the personal, 
interpersonal and citizenship skills and 
attributes necessary in all workplaces. It 
allows them to manage change, to be 
resilient and adaptive, and to develop 
strategies so that they can cope with the 
demands, not only of everyday life, but 
also of continuing studies, employment 
and future careers. 

 

Structure 

Social and Community Studies may run as an alternate sequence in Year 11 & 12. 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Healthy choices for mind 
and body 

Lifestyle and financial 
choices 

Australia and its place in 
the world 

Relationships and work 
environments 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four summative assessments. Students will receive an overall subject result (A–E). 

 

Summative assessment 
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Extended Response 

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Project 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Project 

Summative internal assessment (IA4): 
• Investigation 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/humanities-social-sciences/social-community-studies
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/humanities-social-sciences/social-community-studies
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SCIENCES 
 

Year 10 Core Subjects 

General Science  

Applied Science 

Senior Science Tool kit (Sem 2 only) 

 

Year 11 & 12 General Subjects 

Biology  

Chemistry 

Food and Nutrition 

Physics 

Marine Science 

 

Year 11 & 12 Applied Subjects  
Aquatic Practices  

Science in Practice 
 

Head of Science: Anja Ackermann 
Anja.Ackermann@calvary.qld.edu.au 

mailto:Anja.Ackermann@calvary.qld.edu.au
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General Science 
Year 10 Core Subject 

 
General Science offers an empirical approach 
to answering interesting and important 
questions about the biological and physical 
world. The sciences aim to understand a large 
number of observations in terms of a much 
smaller number of broad principles. Scientific 
knowledge is contestable and is revised, 
refined, and extended as new evidence 
arises. 

 
General Science provides opportunities for 
students to develop an understanding of 
important biological and physical concepts and 
processes, the practices used to develop 
scientific knowledge, and its applications in 
our lives. 

 
The curriculum supports students to develop 
the scientific knowledge, understandings, and 
skills to make informed decisions about local, 
national, and global issues and to participate, if 
they so wish, in science-related careers. 

 
 

In addition to its practical applications, 
learning general science is a valuable pursuit 
in its own right. Students can experience the 
joy of scientific discovery and nurture their 
natural curiosity about the world around 
them. In doing this, they develop critical and 
creative thinking skills and challenge 
themselves to identify questions and draw 
evidence-based conclusions using scientific 
methods. The wider benefits of this ‘scientific 
literacy’ are well established, including giving 
students the capability to investigate the 
natural world and changes made to it through 
human activity. 

 
Recommendation 
Proficiency in English language is important 
and a minimum of a C in Year 9 Mathematics 
and Science is recommended. 

 
Pathways 
A successful course of study in General 

Science will establish a basis for further study 

the Year 11 and 12 subjects; Biology, 

Chemistry, Food and Nutrition, Marine 

Science and Physics

Structure 

Dividing the General Science curriculum into three 13-week trimesters is an effective way to provide students 
with a broad, yet in depth foundation in science. The structure allows learners to progressively build their 
understanding, explore key concepts across scientific disciplines, and make informed decisions about which 
science subjects to pursue in senior years (eg. Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Food and Nutrition or Marine Science) 
 

TRIMESTER 1 TRIMESTER  2 TRIMESTER 3 

Biology 
• Genetics 
• Theory of evolution and creation 

Earth and Space 
• The universe 
• Global systems 

Chemistry 
• Elements and the periodic 

table 

• Reactions and equations 

• Rates of reaction 

Physics 
• Motion and energy 

Gravity and Newton’s Laws 

 

Assessment 

The assessment used in General Science will reflect the types of assessment used in Senior Science 

subjects. This will be done with the purpose of preparing the students with the skills necessary to 

successfully complete these types of assessments in Years 11 and 12. 

Types of assessment 

• Data test 

• Practical Investigation 

• Research task 

• Scientific Report 

• Examination 
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Applied Science 
Year 10 Core Subject 

 

Applied Science is a hands-on application 
of the general science course based on 
the Australian Curriculum. It provides 
students with an opportunity to engage in 
the practical aspects of science relevant to 
everyday life but does not lead to further 
studies in the science fields. By developing 
students’ scientific literacy and reasoning, 
it enables students to effectively 
participate in society and everyday life, 
where science and technology play 
significant and increasing roles. 

 

Applied Science is practical, with 
experiments and hands-on investigations 

 
 

at its heart. Practical activities engage 
students, producing excitement and 
curiosity. Investigations develop a deeper 
understanding of the nature of science 
and of a particular topic or context. They 
foster problem solving skills that are 
transferable to new situations. 

 

Recommendation 
Proficiency in English language and 
numeracy is important and will be 
developed further with this course. 

 
Pathways 
Success in Applied Science develops key 

scientific, literacy and numeracy skills that 

are transferable to vocational pathways. 

 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Genetics 
• DNA  
• Genetic Variation 
• Pedigree 

Newton’s Toys 
• Applying Force, Mass 

and acceleration  
• Building mousetrap 

racers 

Our Place in Space 
• Suns and Stars 
• The four spheres of 

earth 
• Building floating 

gardens 

First Nations Chemistry 
• Atoms and Periodic 

Table 

• Reaction rates 
• Charcoal chemistry 

 

Assessment 

The assessment used in Applied Science will reflect the type of instruments used in 
vocational and applied subjects. This will be done with the purpose of preparing students 
with the skills necessary to successfully complete the recommended subject pathways. 

 

Types of assessment 
• Applied Presentations 
• Applied Investigations 
• Collection of work 
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Senior Science Toolkit 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 

The content and speed of delivery from year 
10 to year 11 General Sciences is sometimes a 
very abrupt for students who are not 
prepared for the change. This 
unpreparedness can then cause the student 
to fall behind, have increased school anxiety 
and lead to effects in other subjects. 

To help combat this the Senior Science 
Toolkit subject has been created to 

run for semester 2 in year 10. This subject is an 
extra elective science that will go through in 
detail the fundamental skills that are needed in 
senior science subjects.  

 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that any student planning 
on taking two or more general sciences in year 
11 and 12 should enroll in this elective. 
 
Pathways 
Success in Science develops key scientific, 

literacy and numeracy skills that are 

transferable to vocational pathways. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 

• Chapter 0 Knowledge • Senior Science Assessment 
Familiarization  

Content covered: 
Success in Science develops key scientific, literacy and numeracy skills that are transferable 

to vocational pathways. 

• SI Units & Conversions 
• Scientific Notation 
• Significant Figures 
• Errors and Uncertainty 
• Proportionality 
• Graphical Relationships 
• Scientific Data Management 
• Statistical Measures 

 

Assessment 

• Prac Report 

• Data Test 

• Student Experiment  

• Research Investigation 
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Biology 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

Biology provides opportunities for students to 
engage with living systems. Students develop 
their understanding of cells and multicellular 
organisms. They engage with the concept of 
maintaining the internal environment of the 
human body. They study biodiversity and the 
interconnectedness of life. This knowledge is 
linked with the concepts of heredity and the 
continuity of life. 

Students learn and apply aspects of the 
knowledge and skills of the discipline 
(thinking, experimentation, problem- solving 
and research skills), understand how it works 
and how it may impact society. They develop 
their sense of wonder and curiosity about life; 
respect for all living things and the 
environment; understanding of biological 
systems, concepts, theories and models; 
appreciation of how biological knowledge has 
developed over time and continues to 
develop; a sense of how biological knowledge 
influences society. 

Structure 

Students plan and carry out fieldwork, 
laboratory and other research 

investigations; interpret evidence; use sound, 
evidence-based arguments creatively and 
analytically when evaluating claims and 
applying biological knowledge; and 
communicate biological understanding, 
findings, arguments and conclusions using 
appropriate representations, modes and 
genres. 

QCAA Subject Guide: Biology Syllabus 

Requirements 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 General Science.  

Results need to be a C or higher. 
Co-Requisite: General Mathematics or Mathematical 
Methods (Mathematical Methods preferred)

Pathways 
A course of study in Biology can establish a 
basis for further education and employment 
in the fields of medicine, forensics, 
veterinary, food and marine sciences, 
agriculture, biotechnology, environmental 
rehabilitation, biosecurity, quarantine, 
conservation and sustainability. 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Cells and multicellular 
organisms 
• Cells as the basis of
life
• Multicellular organisms

Maintaining the internal 
environment 
• Homeostasis
• Infectious diseases

Biodiversity and the 
interconnectedness of life 
• Describing biodiversity
• Ecosystem dynamics

Heredity and continuity of 
life 
• DNA, genes and the
continuity of life
• Continuity of life on
Earth

Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12, students 
complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together 
to provide a subject score out of 100. 

Summative Assessment 
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Data test

10% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Research investigation

20% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Student experiment 

20% 

Summative external assessment (EA): 50% 
• Examination

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/sciences/biology/syllabus
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Chemistry 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 
Chemistry is the study of materials and their 
properties and structure. Students study 
atomic theory, chemical bonding, and the 
structure and properties of elements and 
compounds. They explore intermolecular 
forces, gases, aqueous solutions, acidity and 
rates of reaction. They study equilibrium 
processes and redox reactions. They explore 
organic chemistry, synthesis and design to 
examine the characteristic chemical 
properties and chemical reactions displayed 
by different classes of organic compounds. 

 

Students develop their appreciation of 
chemistry and its usefulness; understanding 
of chemical theories, models and chemical 
systems; expertise in conducting scientific 
investigations. 
They critically evaluate and debate scientific 
arguments and claims in order to solve 
problems and generate informed, 

 

 
 
 

responsible and ethical conclusions, and 
communicate chemical understanding and 
findings through the use of appropriate 
representations, language and nomenclature. 

 

QCAA Subject Guide: Chemistry Syllabus 
 

Requirements 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 General Science Results 
need to be a C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: General Mathematics or 
Mathematical 
Methods (Mathematical Methods preferred). 

 
Pathways 
Chemistry is a general subject suited to 
students who are interested in pathways 
beyond school that lead to tertiary studies, 
vocational education or work. A course of 
study in Chemistry can establish a basis for 
further education and employment in the 
fields of forensic science, environmental 
science, engineering, medicine, pharmacy and 
sports science. 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2  UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Chemical fundamentals 
— structure, properties 
and reactions 
• Properties and 
structure of atoms 
• Properties and 
structure of materials 
• Chemical reactions 
—reactants, products and 
energy change 

Molecular interactions and 
reactions 
• Intermolecular forces 
and gases 
• Aqueous solutions and 
acidity 
• Rates of chemical 
reactions 

Equilibrium, acids and 
redox reactions 
• Chemical equilibrium 
systems 
• Oxidation and 
reduction 

Structure, synthesis and 
design 
• Properties and 
structure of organic 
materials 
• Chemical synthesis 
and design 

 

Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12, students 
complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together 
to provide a subject score out of 100. 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Data test 

10% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Research investigation 

20% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Student experiment 

20% 

Summative external assessment (EA): 50% 
• Examination 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/sciences/chemistry/syllabus
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Food and Nutrition 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 

Food and Nutrition is the study of food in 
the context of nutrition and food product 
development, the science of food and the 
consideration of overarching concepts 
such as waste management, sustainability 
and food protection. 

 
Students explore the chemical and 
functional properties of nutrients to solve 
food problems while maintaining the 
beneficial nutritive values. This knowledge 
is fundamental for continued 
development of a safe and sustainable 
food system that can produce high quality, 
nutritious solutions. Studies include food 
system sectors namely production, 
processing, distribution, consumption, 
research and development, and how the 
nutrition consumer markets influence 
these. 

 
 
 

Students actively engage in a food and 
nutrition problem-solving process to 
create food solutions that contribute 
positively to preferred personal, social, 
ethical, economic, environmental, legal, 
sustainable and technological futures. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Food and Nutrition 
Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 Science subject. 
Results need to be a C or higher. 
Year 10 English – Advanced or Core Level 
Results need to be a C or higher. 
 
Pathways 
A course of study in Food & Nutrition can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering and health. 

 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Food science of vitamins, 
minerals and protein 
• Introduction to the food 
system 
• Vitamins and minerals 
• Protein 
• Developing food 
solutions 

Food drivers and emerging 
trends 
• Consumer food drivers 
• Sensory profiling 
• Labelling and food 
safety 
• Food formulation for 
consumer markets 

Food science of 
carbohydrate and fat 
• The food system 
• Carbohydrate 
• Fat 
• Developing food 
solutions 

Food solution development 
for nutrition consumer 
markets 
• Formulation and 
reformulation for nutrition 
consumer markets 
• Food development 
process 

 

Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12, 
students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments 
are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. 

 

Summative Assessment 
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Examination 

20% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Project – folio 

30% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Project – folio 

25% Summative external assessment (EA): 
• Examination 

25% 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_food_25_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_food_25_syll.pdf
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Physics 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 
Physics provides opportunities for students to engage 
with classical and modern understandings of the 
universe. 

 
Students learn about the fundamental concepts of 
thermodynamics, electricity and nuclear processes; 
and about the concepts and theories that predict 
and describe the linear motion of objects. 
Further, they explore how scientists explain some 
phenomena using an understanding of waves. They 
engage with the concept of gravitational and 
electromagnetic fields, and the relevant forces 
associated with them. They study modern physics 
theories and models that are fundamental to our 
understanding of many common observable 
phenomena. 

 
Students develop appreciation of the contribution 
physics makes to society: understanding that diverse 
natural phenomena may be explained, analysed and 
predicted using concepts, models and theories that 
provide a reliable basis for action; and that matter 
and energy interact in physical systems across a range 
of scales.  They understand how models and theories 
are refined, and new ones developed in physics; 
investigate 

 
 

phenomena and solve problems; collect and 
analyse data; and interpret evidence. 

 
Students use accurate and precise 
measurement, valid and reliable evidence, 
and scepticism and intellectual rigour to 
evaluate claims; and communicate physics 
understanding, findings, arguments and 
conclusions using appropriate 
representations, modes and genres. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Physics General 
Senior Syllabus 

 
Requirements 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 Mathematics –  

Advanced Level. Results need to be a C or 
higher or high result in Mathematics Core. 
Complete the Senior Science Toolkit elective 
(Year 10 Semester 2) Results need to be a C or 
higher.  

Co-Requisite: Mathematical Methods. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Physics can establish a 
basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of science, 
engineering, medicine and technology. 

Structure 

 UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Physics of Motion 
• Linear motion and 

force 
• Gravity and motion 

Einstein’s famous 
equation 
• Special relativity 
• Ionising radiation and 

nuclear reactions 
• The Standard Model 

The transfer and use of 
energy 
• Heating processes 
• Waves 
• Electrical circuits 

Electromagnetism and 
quantum theory 
• Electromagnetism 
• Quantum theory 

 
Assessment 

This subject is year 11 and 12 combined and runs the QCAA Alternative Sequence Physics Syllabus.  As such, year 
11s will complete the same internal assessment as the Year 12s, with reporting modifications based on expected 
formative year skill and knowledge level. Year 12 students will complete four summative assessments. The results 
from each of the assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100.  
 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Data test 

10% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Research investigation 

20% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Student experiment 

20% 

Summative external assessment (EA): 50% 
• Examination 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_physics_25_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_physics_25_syll.pdf
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Marine Science  

Year 11 & 12 General Subject  
  

Marine Science is a general senior science 
subject in Queensland that explores the complex 
and interconnected systems of the marine 
environment. It combines aspects of biology, 
chemistry, physics, and earth science to 
investigate marine ecosystems, oceanography, 
coastal processes, and sustainable marine 
resource management.  

Students develop their understanding through 
fieldwork, data analysis, research investigations, 
and real-world case studies. The course 
emphasises inquiry-based learning and scientific 
literacy, enabling students to analyse 
environmental challenges and evaluate human 
impacts on marine systems.  

In Unit 1, students develop their understanding 
of oceanography. In Unit 2, they engage with 
the concept of marine biology. In Unit 3, 
students study coral reef ecology, changes to the 
reef and the connectivity between marine 
systems. This knowledge is linked in Unit 4 with 
ocean issue sand resource management, where 
students apply knowledge from Unit 3 to 
consider the future of our oceans and techniques 
for managing fisheries.   

Students will learn valuable skills required for the 
scientific investigation of questions. In addition, they 
will become citizens who are better informed about 
the world around them and who have the critical skills 
to evaluate and make evidence-based decisions about 
current scientific issues. Marine Science prepares 
students for further study or employment in fields such 
as marine biology, environmental science, aquaculture, 
maritime operations, conservation, and marine 
technology. It also supports the development of 
transferable skills in problem-solving, critical thinking, 

teamwork, and scientific communication.  
 
QCAA Subject Guide: Marine Science 
 
Requirements  
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 General Science. Results need 
to be a C or higher.   
Co-Requisite: General Mathematics or Mathematical 
Methods (Mathematical Methods preferred).  
 
Pathways  
Marine Science can lead to university or vocational 
qualifications in areas such as Marine Biology, 
Environmental Science, Oceanography, Aquaculture 
and Fisheries, Marine Engineering or Technology, 
Maritime Studies. Many universities offer specialized 
marine campuses or field stations for hands-on 
learning and research.    

Structure   

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Oceanography  
• An ocean planet  

• Dynamic shore  

Marine Biology  
• Marine ecology and 
biodiversity  

• Marine environmental 
management  

  

Marine Systems – 
connections and change  
• The reef and beyond  

• Changes on the reef  
  

Ocean issues and resource 
management  
• Oceans of the future  

• Managing fisheries  

 

Assessment  
Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12, students 
complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together 
to provide a subject score out of 100. 

Summative Assessment  
SEMESTER ONE  SEMESTER TWO  

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):  
• Data test  

10% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):  
• Research investigation  

20%  

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):  
• Student experiment  

20% 

Summative external assessment (EA): 50%  
• Examination  

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_marine_science_25_syll.pdf
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Aquatic Practices 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

 

Aquatic Practices provides opportunities for 
students to explore, experience and learn 
concepts and practical skills valued in aquatic 
workplaces and other settings. Learning in 
Aquatic Practices involves creative and critical 
thinking; systematically accessing, capturing and 
analysing information, including primary and 
secondary data; and using digital technologies to 
undertake research, evaluate information and 
present data. 

Aquatic Practices students apply scientific 
knowledge and skills in situations to 
produce outcomes. Students build their 
understanding of expectations for work in 
aquatic settings and develop an 
understanding of career pathways, jobs and 
other opportunities available for 
participating in and contributing to aquatic 
activities. 

By studying Aquatic Practices, students 
develop an awareness and understanding of 
life beyond school through authentic, real-
world interactions to become responsible 
and informed citizens. They develop a 

strong personal, socially oriented, ethical outlook that 
assists with managing context, conflict and 
uncertainty. Students gain the ability to work 
effectively and respectfully with diverse teams to 
maximise understanding of concepts, while exercising 
flexibility, cultural awareness and a willingness to 
make necessary compromises to accomplish common 
goals. They learn to communicate effectively and 
efficiently by manipulating appropriate language, 
terminology, symbols and diagrams associated with 
scientific communication. 

At Calvary students may have the opportunity boat 
(and jet ski license) and will participate in fishing, 
cooking, and excursions to marine environments. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Aquatic Practices Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
A minimum of a C in Year 10 Science. 
 

Pathways 
A course of study in Aquatic Practices can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of recreation, tourism, 
fishing and aquaculture. The subject also provides 
a basis for participating in and contributing to 
community associations, events and activities, 
such as yacht and sailing club races and 
competitions and boating shows. 

 

Structure 

The Aquatic Practices has 4 key units:  

 
Year 11 

Unit 1: Recreational and Commercial Fishing Unit 2: Using the Aquatic Environment 

Topic 1: Fishing 
 

Topic 2: Marine 
and Coastal 

Animals 
 

Topic 3: What lies 
beneath? 

 

Topic 1: Tourism 
 

Year 12 

Unit 3: Aquariums and Aquaculture Unit 4: Marine Vessels 

Topic 5: Sea-
monkeys 

Topic 6: Ocean to 
Plate 

Topic 7: Boat 
Safety 

Topic 8: 
Shipwrecks 

Assessment 
Schools devise in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12, students complete four summative 
assessments. Students will receive an overall subject result (A – E). 

Summative Assessment 
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Practical Project: Presentation 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Practical Project: Presentation 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA3): 
• Applied Investigation: Written response  

Summative internal assessment (IA4): 
• Applied Investigation: Presentation 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_aquatic_24_app_syll.pdf
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Science in Practice 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

 

Science in Practice provides opportunities 
for students to explore, experience and 
learn concepts and practical skills valued 
in multidisciplinary science, workplaces 
and other settings. Studying Science in 
Practice involves creative and critical 
thinking; systematically accessing, 
capturing and analysing information, 
including primary and secondary data; and 
using digital technologies to undertake 
research, evaluate information and present 
data. 
 
By studying Science in Practice, students 
develop an awareness and understanding 
of life beyond school through authentic, 
real-world interactions to become 
responsible and informed citizens. 
Students gain the ability to work effectively 
and respectfully with diverse teams to 
maximise understanding of concepts, while 
exercising flexibility, cultural awareness 
and a willingness to make necessary 
compromises to accomplish common goals. 

 
They learn to communicate effectively and 
efficiently by manipulating appropriate 

language, terminology, symbols and 
diagrams associated with scientific 
communication. 

 
The objectives of the course ensure that 
students apply what they understand to 
explain and execute procedures, plan and 
implement projects and investigations, 
analyse and interpret information, and evaluate 
conclusions and outcomes. 
 
QCAA Subject Guide: Science in Practice Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
A minimum of a C in Year 10 Science. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Science in Practice is 
inclusive and caters for a wide range of students 
with a variety of backgrounds, interests and 
career aspirations. It can establish a basis for 
further education and employment in many 
fields, e.g. animal welfare, hospitality practices, 
forensics, health and medicine, the 
pharmaceutical industry, recreation and tourism, 
research, and the resources sector. 

 

Structure 
Science in Practice is an Applied senior syllabus. It contains at least four units of study from 
the six QCAA-developed units which are further broken down into a total of 8 modules of 

work over the two-years. 

 

SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES UNITS 

• Describe ideas and phenomena 
• Execute procedures 
• Analyse information 
• Interpret information 
• Evaluate conclusions and outcomes 
• Plan investigations and projects  

• Forensic science 
• Consumer Science 
• Ecology 
• Sustainability  
• Disease 
• Transport 

Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students complete 
four summative assessments. Students will receive an overall subject result (A–E). 
 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Applied investigation  

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Applied Investigation  

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Practical Project 

Summative internal assessment (IA4): 
• Practical Project 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/sciences/science-in-practice
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Year 10 Elective Subject 

Physical Education  

Sport and Recreation 
 

Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

Physical Education 

 

Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

Sports & Recreation 

 
Head of Health & Physical Education: Mrs. Kym Patteson 

Kym.Patteson@calvary.qld.edu.au 

mailto:Kym.Patteson@calvary.qld.edu.au
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Physical Education 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 
Physical Education will provide students 

with the opportunity to learn and 

appreciate knowledge and skills which will 

enable them to pursue a healthy lifestyle. 

 

Physical Education allows students to 

apply movement concepts and skills. 

Physical activity enhances performance 

and moving with competence and 

confidence, whilst developing 

communication, decision making and 

problem-solving skills in a team 

environment. 

 

Students learn how body and movement 
concepts and the scientific bases of 
biophysical, sociocultural and 
psychological concepts and principles are 
relevant to their engagement and 

 
 
 

performance in physical activity. They 
engage in a range of activities to develop 
movement sequences and movement 
strategies. Students will also be provided 
with a ‘toolkit’ to prepare them for year 
11 Physical Education. 

 
Recommendation 
Proficiency in English language is 
important and a minimum of a C in Year 9 
Health and Physical Education is 
recommended. 

 

Pathways 
A course of study in Physical Education 
can establish a basis for further education 
and employment in the fields of exercise 
science, biomechanics, the allied Health 
professions, psychology, teaching, sport 
journalism, sport marketing and 
management, sport promotion, sport 
development and coaching. 

 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

• Proficiency in 
movement 

• Netball 

• Movement concepts 
• Volleyball 

• Physical activity, 
fitness and health 

• Touch Football 

• Physical Education 
Toolkit – Year 11 

• Badminton 

 
Assessment 

The assessment used in Physical Education will reflect the types of assessment used in 

Senior Physical Education. This will be done with the purpose of preparing the students with 

the skills necessary to successfully complete these types of assessments when studying 

Physical Education in Years 11 and 12. 

 

Types of assessment 

• Project Folio 
• Investigation Report 

• Examination 
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Sport and Recreation 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 
Sport & Recreation provides students with 

opportunities to learn in, through and about 

sport and active recreation activities, 

examining their role in the lives of individuals 

and communities. 

 
This subject enables students to further 

develop their understanding of and 

competence in a range of sport and 

recreational pursuits. They are encouraged to 

establish a lifelong commitment to being 

physically active and to achieving movement 

potential. 

 
In studying Sport & Recreation, students will 

engage in sport and recreation in the 

community. They will learn about sport, 

 
 

recreation and healthy living. Students will be 

involved in health and safety in sport and 

recreation activities. Students will develop 

personal and interpersonal skills in sport and 

recreation activities. 

 
Recommendation 
Proficiency in English language is important 
and a minimum of a C in Year 9 Health and 
Physical Education is recommended. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Sport and Recreation can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of fitness, outdoor 
recreation and education, sports 
administration, community health and 
recreation and sport performance. 

 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

• Aquatics 
• Swimming/ 

Lifesaving 

• Outdoor 
Recreation 

• Orienteering/
Bushwalking 

• Sport Admin 
• Badminton 

• Resistance Training 
• Gym 

 
Assessment 

The assessment used in Sport and Recreation will reflect the types of assessment used in Senior 

Sports and Recreation. This will be done with the purpose of preparing the students with the skills 

necessary to successfully complete these types of assessments when studying Sports and 

Recreation in Years 11 and 12. 

 

Types of assessment 

• Performance 

• Project 

• Investigation – report 

• Examination 
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Physical Education 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

Physical Education provides students with 
knowledge, understanding and skills to explore and 
enhance their own and others’ health and physical 
activity in diverse and changing contexts. 

 
Physical Education provides a philosophical and 
educative framework to promote deep learning in 
three dimensions: about, through and in physical 
activity contexts. Students optimise their 
engagement and performance in physical activity 
as they develop an understanding and 
appreciation of the interconnectedness of these 
dimensions. 

 
Students learn how body and movement concepts 
and the scientific bases of biophysical, 
sociocultural and psychological concepts and 
principles are relevant to their engagement and 
performance in physical activity. They engage in a 
range of activities to develop movement 
sequences and movement strategies. 

 
Students learn experientially through three stages 
of an inquiry approach to make connections 
between the scientific bases and the physical 
activity contexts.  

 
They recognise and explain concepts and principles 
about and through movement and demonstrate 
and apply body and movement concepts to 
movement sequences and movement strategies. 

Through their purposeful engagement in 
physical activities, students gather data to 
analyse, synthesise and devise strategies to 
optimise engagement and performance. They 
engage in reflective decision-making as they 
evaluate and justify strategies to achieve a 
particular outcome. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Physical Education 
General Senior Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 

Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced  

or Core Level Results need to be a C or higher. 
Year 10 PE Results need to be a C or higher. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Physical Education can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of exercise science, 
biomechanics, the allied health professions, 
psychology, teaching, sport journalism, sport 
marketing and management, sport 
promotion, sport development and coaching. 

Structure 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Motor learning, 
functional anatomy, 
biomechanics and 
physical activity 
• Motor learning 
integrated with a selected 
physical activity 
• Functional anatomy and 
biomechanics integrated 
with a selected physical 
activity 

Sport psychology, equity 
and physical activity 
• Sport psychology 
integrated with a selected 
physical activity 
• Equity — barriers and 
enablers 

Tactical awareness, 
ethics and integrity and 
physical activity 
• Tactical awareness 
integrated with one 
selected ‘Invasion’ or 
‘Net and court’ physical 
activity 
• Ethics and integrity 

Energy, fitness and training 
and physical activity 
• Energy, fitness and 
training integrated with 
one selected ‘Invasion,’ 
‘Net and court’ or 
‘Performance’ physical 
activity 

Assessment 
Schools devise Formative assessments in year 11 to suit their local context.  In Year 12, students complete four 
Summative Assessments.  The results from each of the assessments are added together to provide a subject 
score out of 100. 

 

SEMESTER ONE  SEMESTER TWO  
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Project - folio 

25% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Project - folio 

25% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Investigation - report 

25% Summative internal assessment (EA): 
• Examination – combination response 

25% 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/health-physical-education/physical-education
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/health-physical-education/physical-education
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Sports & Recreation 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

 
The subject of Sport and Recreation focuses 
on the role of sport and recreation in the lives 
of individuals and communities. It is a subject 
that provides students with opportunities to 
learn in, through and about sport and active 
recreation activities. 

 
The skills developed in Sport and Recreation 
may be oriented towards work, personal 
fitness, or general health and wellbeing. In 
Sport and Recreation, students are involved in 
communicating ideas and information in, 
about and through sport and recreation 
activities. 
These activities will be the medium through 
which students examine the effects of sport 
and recreation on individuals and 
communities, investigate the role of sport and 
recreation in maintaining good health, 
evaluate strategies to promote health and 
safety, and investigate personal and 
interpersonal skills to achieve goals. Sport and 

 

recreation involves students working 
individually, in groups and in teams. Students 
will be involved in acquiring, applying and 
evaluating information about and in physical 
activities and performances, planning and 
organising activities, investigating solutions 
to individual and community challenges, and 
using suitable technologies where relevant. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Sport and Recreation 
Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
Proficiency in the English language. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Sport and Recreation can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of fitness, outdoor 
recreation and education, sports 
administration, community health and 
recreation and sport performance. 

 

Structure 

The Sports and Recreation course is designed around four core topics with elective topics integrated 
throughout the course. 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

• Athlete 
Development 
and Wellbeing 

• Basketball / Hockey 

• Coaching and 
Officiating 

• Netball / 
Touch 
Football 

• Event 
Management 

• Lifesaving / Futsal 

• Fitness for Sport 
and Recreation 

• Gym 
 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four summative assessments. Students will receive an overall subject result (A–E). 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Performance 

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Project 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Project 

Summative internal assessment (IA4): 
• Performance 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/health-physical-education/sport-recreation
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/health-physical-education/sport-recreation
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TECHNOLOGIES 
 

Year 10 Elective Subjects 

Agricultural Practices  

Design 

Food Technology  

Construction Skills 

STEM (Semester 1) /Senior Science 

Toolkit (Semester 2) 

Digital Technology 

 

Year 11 & 12 General Subjects 

Design 

 

Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject  

ICT (Information & Communication Technology) 

Agricultural Practices  

Certificate II in Hospitality 

Certificate I in Construction/ 

Certificate II in Construction Pathways 

 
Head of Technologies: Mr. Bryan Rauwerda 
Bryan.Rauwerda@calvary.qld.edu.au

mailto:Bryan.Rauwerda@calvary.qld.edu.au
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Agricultural Practices 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 

Agricultural Practices provides 

opportunities for students to explore, 

experience and gain knowledge and 

practical skills valued in agricultural 

workplaces. Through these learning 

experiences, students build their 

understanding of expectations for work in 

agricultural settings and engage in a 

variety of potential career pathways in the 

world of agriculture. 

 
Year 10 Agricultural Practices includes 
animal and plant studies, sustainable 
farming practices and farm management 
with a focus on building knowledge and 
skills suited to practical situations in both 
agricultural and non-agricultural 
workplaces. Safety and best management 
practices are embedded throughout the 
course. Building knowledge and skills in 
working safely, effectively and efficiently in 
practical agricultural situations is an 
important part of the course. 

 
Structure 

 
 

Agricultural Practices also develops 
personal skills that are needed to work 
effectively as an individual and as part of a 
team, to build relationships with peers, 
colleagues and wider networks, to 
collaborate and communicate 
appropriately with others, and to plan, 
organise and complete tasks on time. 
Opportunities will also arise for 
engagement with, and contribution to 
community associations, events and 
activities, such as agricultural shows. 

 

Recommendation 
A minimum of a C in Year 9 Agricultural 

Studies and/or Science. 

 
Pathways 
Study of Agricultural Practices in Year 10 

will establish a strong foundation for the 

study of Agriculture in year 11 and 12 and 

potential further education, training and 

employment in Agriculture including 

aquaculture, journalism, environmental 

management and agribusiness. 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

The Australian 
Cattle Industry 

Sustainable Farming 
Practices 

Biosecurity 
Farming the Future 

Emerging Markets 
Goats 

 

Assessment 

The assessment used in Agricultural Practices will reflect the types of assessment used in 
Senior Agricultural Practices. This will be done with the purpose of preparing students with 
the skills necessary to successfully complete these types of assessments in Year 11 and 12. 

 
Types of assessment 

- Multi-Modal Presentation 
- Field Trial Report 
- Research Report 
- Examination 
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Design 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 

Design focuses on the application of 
design thinking to envisage creative 
products, services and environments in 
response to human needs, wants and 
opportunities. Designing is a complex and 
sophisticated form of problem-solving 
that uses divergent and convergent 
thinking strategies that can be practiced 
and improved. Designers are separated 
from the constraints of production 
processes to allow them to appreciate 
and exploit new innovative ideas. 

 

Students learn how design has influenced 
the economic, social and cultural 
environment in which they live. They 
understand the agency of humans in 
conceiving and imagining possible futures 
through design. Collaboration, teamwork 
and communication are crucial skills 
needed to work in design teams and liaise 
with stakeholders. They learn the value of 
creativity and build resilience as they 

 
 

experience iterative design processes, 
where the best ideas may be the result of 
trial and error and a willingness to take 
risks and experiment with alternatives. 

 

Students learn about and experience 
design through exploring needs, wants 
and opportunities; developing ideas and 
design concepts; using drawing and low- 
fidelity prototyping skills; and evaluating 
ideas and design concepts. They 
communicate design proposals to suit 
different audiences. 

 

Recommendation 
A minimum of a C in Year 9 English, 
Mathematics and Science. 

 

Pathways 
A course of study in Design can establish a 
basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of architecture, 
digital media design, fashion design, 
graphic design, industrial design, interior 
design and landscape architecture. 

 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Design Introduction 
• Design Thinking 
• Drawing 
• Prototyping 

 

Design Principles 

 

Client Based Design 

Design Topics 
• Sustainable Design 
• Commercial Design 
• Human-centred 

Design 

 
Assessment 

The assessment used in Design will reflect the types of assessment used in Senior Design. 
This will be done with the purpose of preparing the students with the skills necessary to 
successfully complete these types of assessments when studying Design in Years 11 and 12. 

 
Types of assessment 

• Project 
• Multimodal Presentation 
• Portfolio 
• Examination 
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Food Technology 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 

Food Technology offers our students the 

opportunity to develop a wide range of 

skills and competencies that will prepare 

them for contributing to life and work in a 

technological society. In teaching Food 

Technology, we aim to educate the pupils 

about the theory and practical application 

of knowledge, skills and understanding. 

The knowledge and skills acquired should 

also prepare students for the Senior 

subject. 

 
Structure 

 
 

Recommendation 
Proficiency in the English language. Study 
in the junior Food Technology subject is 
recommended. 

 

Pathways 
A course of study in Food Technology can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the hospitality sectors of 
food and beverage, catering, 
accommodation and entertainment. 
Students could pursue further studies in 
hospitality, hotel, event and tourism or 
business management, which allows for 
specialisation. 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

 

Just give me the facts 
 

What’s on the menu 
 

Techno Food 

Great Expectations 
Food for special 

occasions 
 

Assessment 

The assessment used in Food Technology will have a theory and practical component 
related to the term content. This will be done with the purpose of preparing the students 
with the skills necessary to successfully complete these types of assessments when studying 
Hospitality Practices in Years 11 and 12. 

 

Types of assessment 
• Project 
• Research task 
• Portfolio 
• Examination 

 
Requirements 

All students are required to purchase a food container to take home weekly cooking. Students 

are required to purchase a Calvary Apron and have a hairnet for their weekly practical class. 

 

 

Subject Restrictions 
Please note that this subject has a maximum class size of 20 students.
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Construction Skills 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 
The Construction Skills subject focuses on the 
underpinning industry practices and 
production processes required to be 
successful in various construction trades. This 
subject provides a unique opportunity for 
students to experience the challenge and 
personal satisfaction of undertaking practical 
work while developing beneficial vocational 
and life skills. 

 
Through both individual and collaborative 
learning experiences, students learn to meet 
customer expectations of build quality at a 
specific price and time. The majority of 
learning is done through construction tasks 
that relate to business and industry, and that 
promote adaptable, competent, self-
motivated and safe individuals who can work 
with colleagues to solve problems and 
complete practical work. 

 
By doing construction tasks, students develop 
transferable skills relevant to a 

 
 

range of industry-based electives and future 
employment opportunities. They understand 
industry practices, interpret specifications, 
including information and drawings, 
demonstrate and apply safe practical 
production processes with hand/power tools 
and equipment, communicate using oral, 
written and graphical modes, organise, 
calculate and plan production processes and 
evaluate the products they create using 
predefined specifications. 

 
Recommendation 
Proficiency in the English language. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Construction Skills can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the construction industry. 
With additional training and experience, 
potential employment opportunities may be 
found in carpentry, cabinet making, tiling, 
roofing, plumbing, electrical, concreting and 
more. 

 

Structure 

CORE TOPICS 
Industry Practices 

Workplace health and safety 
Personal and interpersonal skills 

Product quality 

 
Production Processes 

Specifications 
Tools 

Materials 

 
Assessment 

The assessment used in Construction Skills will reflect the types of assessment used in the Certificate 

I in Construction and Certificate II in Construction Pathways subject. This will be done with the purpose 

of preparing the students with the skills necessary to successfully complete these types of assessments 

when studying the Construction VET subject in year 11 and 12. 

 
Subject Restrictions 
Please note that this subject has a maximum class size of 20 students.
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STEM 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 

STEM stands for Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths. STEM education 

integrates concepts and emphasises 

collaboration to solve real life problems. 

The application of STEM through the 

Design Process uses a cyclical approach to 

identify a problem, design solutions, test 

the design and modify prototypes to 

create viable solutions. 

 
 

In STEM the students will use their core 

knowledge in science and mathematics, 

and their understanding of technology 

to engineer solutions to real life 

problems. 
 

Recommendation 
Proficiency in English language is 
important and a minimum of a C in Year 9 
Science and Maths Core is recommended. 

 

Pathways 
A successful course of study in STEM will 

establish a basis for further study in the 

field of Physics in Years 11 and 12. 

 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 

Radio Control (RC) Technology Reverse Engineering 

 

Assessment 

Assessment may include any of the following techniques: 

• Knowledge and Understanding Exam 
• Logbook Portfolio 
• Physical Project 

• Data Test 

• Student Experiment 

• Research Investigation 

• Summative Exam 
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Digital Technology 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

    
Digital systems and solutions are a major part 
of our modern world. Without these systems 
and solutions the technology and way we do 
life would be extremely different.  
 
The speed at which digital technology changes 
makes it very important to understand the 
how, why, ethics and risks involved in the 
creation and use of it.  
 
Studying Digital Technology will empower 
students to shape change in the modern and 
future information systems age. A deep 
knowledge and understanding of digital 
technologies will enable students to be 
creative and discerning decision-makers when 
they select, use and manage data to meet the 
needs of our society. 
 
The aim of this course is for students to: 
• design, create, manage and evaluate 

sustainable and innovative digital 
solutions to meet and redefine current 
and future needs 

• confidently use digital systems to 
efficiently and effectively automate the 
transformation of data into information 
and to creatively communicate ideas in a 
range of settings 

• apply protocols and legal 
practices that support safe, 
ethical and respectful 
communications and 
collaboration with known and 
unknown audiences 

• apply systems thinking to monitor, 
analyse, predict and shape the 
interactions within and between 
information systems and the impact 
of these systems on individuals, 
societies, economies and 
environments 

 
Recommendation 

A minimum of a C in English and 
recommended coding or design 
experience. 
 

Pathways 

A course of study in Digital Technology 
can establish a basis for further 
education and employment in the fields 
of app design, web design, ITD and 
more 
 

Assessment 

The assessment used in Digital 
Technology will reflect the types of 
assessment used in Information 
Communication Technology. This will 
be done with the purpose of preparing 
the students with the skills necessary 
to successfully complete these types 
of assessments when studying in Years 
11 and 12. 

 
Types of assessment 

• Project 
• Multimodal Presentation 
• Portfolio 
• Examination 

 
 
 
 

Structure 

  

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Digital Problems 

• Problems & Solutions 

• The Users / Society 

• Coding 

Data Programming 

• Data Solutions 

• Uses & Applications 

• Databases 

Web Interfaces 

• Design 

• The Users / Society 

• Interfaces 

Applications 

• Game Creation 

• Game Coding 
• Mobile Apps 
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Agricultural Practices 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

 
Agricultural Practices provides opportunities 
for students to explore, experience and learn 
knowledge and practical skills valued in 
agricultural workplaces and other settings. 
Through these learning experiences, students 
build their understanding of expectations for 
work in agricultural settings and develop an 
understanding of career pathways, jobs and 
other opportunities available for participating 
in and contributing to agricultural activities. 

 
Agricultural Practices includes two areas of 
study, ‘Animal studies’ and ‘Plant studies,’ 
which focus on building knowledge and skills 
suited to practical situations in agricultural 
workplaces. 
Safety and management practices are 
embedded across both areas of study and 
focus on building knowledge and skills in 
working safely, effectively and efficiently in 
practical agricultural situations. These 
practices include skills needed to work 
effectively as an individual and as part of a 
team, to build relationships with peers, 

 
 

colleagues and wider networks, to 
collaborate and communicate appropriately 
with others, and to plan, organise and 
complete tasks on time. 

 
These skills are valued in all settings where 
people work together, and therefore position 
students for successful transition to work, 
training and other collaborative environments. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Agricultural Practices 
Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
A minimum of a C in Year 10 Science. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Agricultural Practices can 
establish a basis for further education, 
training and employment in agriculture, 
aquaculture, Hospitality Practices, 
environmental management and 
agribusiness. The subject also provides a basis 
for participating in and contributing to 
community associations, events and activities, 
such as agricultural shows.

 

Structure 

The Agricultural Practices course is designed around four core topics: 
CORE TOPICS 
 

• Plant industries 
• Land-based Animal Production 
• Land-based Plant Production  
• Animal Agribusiness 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four summative assessments. Students will receive an overall subject result (A–E). 

 

Summative Assessment 

Grade 11 Grade 12 
Plant industries Unit – Applied 
Investigation/Practical Project 
 

Land-based Plant Production  
• Applied Investigation (50% of unit) 
• Practical Project (50% of unit) 

 
Land-based Animal Production - Applied 
Investigation/Practical Project 

 

Animal Agribusiness 
• Applied Investigation (50% of unit) 
• Practical Project (50% of unit) 

 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_ag_24_app_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_ag_24_app_syll.pdf
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Design 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 
Design focuses on the application of design 
thinking to envisage creative products, 
services and environments in response to 
human needs, wants and opportunities. 
Designing is a complex and sophisticated form 
of problem-solving that uses divergent and 
convergent thinking strategies that can be 
practiced and improved. Designers are 
separated from the constraints of production 
processes to allow them to appreciate and 
exploit new innovative ideas. 

 
Students learn how design has influenced the 
economic, social and cultural environment in 
which they live. They understand the agency 
of humans in conceiving and imagining 
possible futures through design. 
Collaboration, teamwork and communication 
are crucial skills needed to work in design 
teams and liaise with stakeholders. They learn 
the value of creativity and build resilience as 
they experience iterative design processes, 
where the best ideas may be the result of 

 
 

trial and error and a willingness to take risks 
and experiment with alternatives. 

 
Students learn about and experience design 
through exploring needs, wants and 
opportunities; developing ideas and design 
concepts; using drawing and low- fidelity 
prototyping skills; and evaluating ideas and 
design concepts. They communicate design 
proposals to suit different audiences. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Design Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English &  
Mathematics – Advanced or Core Level 
results need to be a C or higher 
 
Pathways 
A course of study in Design can establish a 
basis for further education and employment 
in the fields of architecture, digital media 
design, fashion design, graphic design, 
industrial design, interior design and 
landscape architecture.

 

Structure 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Stakeholder-centred 
Design 

Needs & wants of the 
stakeholder or client 

Commercial Design 
Influences 

Influences of economics, 
society and culture 

Human-centred Design 

Designing with empathy 

Sustainable Design 
Influences 

Influences of economics, 
society and environment 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context. In Units 3 & 4 
students complete four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments are 
added together to provide a subject score out of 100. 

 
Summative Assessment 

UNIT 1 & 3 UNIT 2 & 4 
Formal internal assessment 1 (FIA1) 
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1) 

• Examination – design challenge 

20% Formal internal assessment 3 (FIA3) 
Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3) 

• Project 

25% 

Formal internal assessment 2 (FIA2) 
Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2) 

• Project 

30% Formal internal assessment 4 (FIA4) 
Summative internal assessment 4 (IA4) 

• Examination – design challenge 

25% 

 
 
 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_design_25_syll.pdf
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Information & 
Communication 
Technology (ICT) 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

 
Information & Communication Technology 
(ICT) includes the study of industry practices 
and ICT processes through students’ 
application in and through a variety of 
industry-related learning contexts. Industry 
practices are used by enterprises to manage 
ICT product development processes to ensure 
high-quality outcomes, with alignment to 
relevant local and universal standards and 
requirements. Students engage in applied 
learning to demonstrate knowledge, 
understanding and skills in units that meet 
local needs, available resources and teacher 
expertise. Through both individual and 
collaborative learning experiences, students 
learn to meet client expectations and product 
specifications. 
 
Applied learning supports students’ 
development of transferable 21st century, 
literacy and numeracy skills relevant to  
information and communication technology 

 
 
sectors and future employment opportunities.  
Students learn to interpret client briefs and technical 
information, and select and demonstrate skills using 
hardware and software to develop ICT products. The 
majority of learning is done through prototyping tasks 
that relate to business and industry, and that promote 
adaptable, competent, self-motivated and safe 
individuals who can work with colleagues to solve 
problems and complete practical work. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Information & 
Communication Technology 

 
Recommendation 
Proficiency in the English language. 
Completed Year 10 Digital Technology 

 
Pathways 
The study of ICT will head towards working 
independently or for a company in developing 
digital platforms. Each of these ICT processes will 
be utilized across many different industries within 
various businesses, government, education and 
leisure sectors. The rapidly changing industry 
practices and process create corresponding 
pathway opportunities in Australia and globally. 
 
 

Structure 

The Information & Communication Technology course is designed around four of a possible six topics. The 
units of work will be decided upon by the subject teacher in relation to their knowledge and experience. 

Unit Options 

• Robotics 
• App Development 
• Audio & Video Production 
• Layout & Publishing 
• Digital Imaging & Modelling 
• Web Development 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four summative assessments. Students will receive an overall subject result (A–E). 
Summative Assessment 

Grade 11 Grade 12 
Unit Option 1 
• Product Proposal (50% of unit) 
• Project (50% of unit) 

Unit Option 3 
• Product Proposal (50% of unit) 
• Project (50% of unit) 

Unit Option 2 
• Product Proposal (50% of unit) 
• Project (50% of unit) 

Unit Option 4 
• Product Proposal (50% of unit) 
• Project (50% of unit) 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_ict_24_app_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_ict_24_app_syll.pdf
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Certificate II in Hospitality 
Year 11 & 12 Non- ATAR VET Subject (Commenced 

in Year 11) 

 
Hospitality is an area of study that provides 

students with a range of interpersonal skills 

with a general application in personal and 

working life, as well as with specific 

knowledge and skills related to employment 

within the hospitality industry. 

Work Placement 
Structured Work Placement must occur to 
complete a Certificate II in Hospitality. This 
involves 12 Industry Shifts that need to be done at 
local venues, some during school hours and some 
outside school hours. (available from the school). 

 
Requirements 
Proficiency in the English language. A term of 
Year 10 Food Technology is recommended. 
Students should also be aware that this 
course requires work outside of normal 
school hours, including events at school. 

 
For more information: Training.gov.au website  

 
Course Costings 
This course is funded under the Queensland 

Government VETiS initiative. The College has 

engaged Blueprint Career Development as 

the approved supplier to deliver the 

Certificate II in Hospitality under this funding 

program. If a student elects to allocate their 

VETiS funding to Blueprint Career 

Development, the course fee is NIL. Students 

must not have already elected to use their 

VETiS funding with another provider or have 

completed a qualification using VETiS 

Funding.  

Pathways 
Career Pathways include café attendant, 

catering assistant, food and beverage 

attendant, apprentice chef. Further study 

could occur in Certificate III in Hospitality 

(SIT30616), Certificate III in Commercial 

Cookery (SIT30813) or a Bachelor of Business 

(Hospitality & Tourism Management).

 

Structure 

Students must complete twelve (12) Units of Competency: 6 Core Units and 6 Elective Units. 

 
 
 
 

 
YEAR 11 

SEMESTER 1 

Use hygienic practices 
for food safety 

Participate in safe work 
practices 

Prepare simple dishes 

Work effectively with 
others 

Online theory and class work – Costings and order 
food, workplan preparation and principles of plate 
selection and food positioning 

Practical skills – Knife skills, preparing simple dishes 
(e.g. salads, pasta dishes, soups, preparing a cold 
buffet) 

Hygiene skills - Evaluating kitchen cleanliness and 
creating cleaning schedules, Practical kitchen 
cleaning and sanitizing 

Teamwork – How to work in a team and allocation 
of tasks 

https://training.gov.au/Search?searchTitleOrCode=&SearchType=Nrt&searchTgaSubmit=Search
https://desbt.qld.gov.au/training/providers/funded/vetis
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YEAR 11 

SEMESTER 2 

Prepare and serve non- 
alcoholic beverages 

 
Prepare sandwiches 

 
Interact with customers 

 
Prepare and serve 
espresso coffee 

 
Serve food and beverage 

Online theory and class work – Laying tables, 
service cycle, plate carrying and clearing. Cleaning 
and maintaining the espresso machine. 
Communicating with customers and colleagues 

 
Group practical function preparation - Source 
recipes and develop recipe book, costing and food 
orders for sandwiches such as wraps, open grills, 
BLT, steak sandwiches, burgers, finger sandwiches 

 
Practical skills (Coffee Shop) - Set up, making coffee 
(e.g. black, macchiato, affogato, cappuccino, latte), 
presenting food, taking and serving orders and end 
of shift cleaning 

YEAR 12 

SEMESTER 3 

Cultural and social 
diversity 

 
Source and use 
information on 
the hospitality 
industry 

 
RSA 

Online theory and class work – Cultural inclusion, 
anti-discrimination laws, and teamwork 

 
Practical skills - SITHFAB002 Provide responsible 
service of alcohol unit so students can gain 
employment in beverage service 

 

Assessment 

Assessment will be competency based and clustered units may be part of the assessment to reflect 

real work scenarios and activities. Students will participate in a variety of assessment tasks which 

may include observation with check lists, product resulting from an activity, questioning (written, 

oral or portfolio), and reports from workplace supervisor. Assessment may be conducted at the 

school using a simulated work environment. Functions will occur and at times, these may occur out 

of class time. 
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Certificate I in Construction / 
Certificate II in Construction 
Pathways 
Blue Dog Training Pty LTD RTO:31193 

Year 11 & 12 Non- ATAR VET Subject (Commenced in 

Year 11) 

 
The units of competency within the dual qualification 
cover essential work health and safety requirements, 
the industrial and work organisation structure, 
communication skills, work planning, and basic use 
of tools and materials and have core units of 
competency requirements that are required in most 
Certificate III qualifications. The dual qualifications is 
built around a basic construction project unit that 
integrates the skills and embeds the facets of 
employability skills in context.  

 
Requirements 
Proficiency in the English language. The 
qualification is suited to vocational education 
and training (VET) in Schools programs or 
learners with no previous connection to the 
construction industry or relevant employment 
history. 

 
For more information: Training.gov.au website  
 
Pathways 
The dual construction qualification provides a 
pathway to the primary trades in the construction 
industry (with the exception of plumbing).  

 
Course Costings 
CPC10120 Certificate I in Construction is eligible 
for funding through the Department of 
Employment, Small Business and Training (DESBT) 
who provide funding for secondary school students 
to complete one (1) approved VETiS qualification 
while at school, referred to as ‘employment 
stream’ qualifications.  

This means that if a student is eligible, the course is 
provided to them fee-free. To be eligible to enroll 
in a Blue Dog Training VETiS program, students 
must: 

• be currently enrolled in secondary school 
• permanently reside in Queensland 
• be an Australian citizen, Australian permanent 

resident (includes humanitarian entrant), 
temporary resident with the necessary visa and 
work permits on the pathway to permanent 
residency, or a New Zealand citizen 

• not already completing or have already 
completed a funded VETiS course with another 
registered training organisation. 

In situations where a student is not eligible for 
VETiS funding, under the DESBT funding 
arrangements, fee for service arrangements are 
available for students through Blue Dog 
Training. Fee for service cost = $1200. 

CPC20220 Certificate II in Construction 
Pathways is not currently eligible for funding 
through the Department of Employment, Small 
Business and Training (DESBT). This portion of 
the Dual Qualification is being delivered by Blue 
Dog Training as a pilot program and will not 
incur a fee for service cost. 
Funding 

 
Training and Assessment Delivery 
The Blue Dog Training VETiS program is 
delivered at the student’s school as part of their 
timetabled classes by Blue Dog Trainings 
qualified trainers and assessors.  

Secondary school students are enrolled as a 
student with Blue Dog Training and their 
qualification or statement of attainment is 
issued by Blue Dog Training. 

Training and assessment are via Blue Dog 
Training’s blended mode of delivery which 
comprises both on-line training and face to face 
classroom-based training at the school 
workshop. 

Blue Dog Training trainers and assessors attend 
the school on a structured basis throughout the 
school year. 

Blue Dog Training are responsible for all training 

and assessment. 

 

 

 

 

https://training.gov.au/Search?searchTitleOrCode=&SearchType=Nrt&searchTgaSubmit=Search
https://desbt.qld.gov.au/training/providers/funded/vetis
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Notes: 

• *Prerequisite units of competency - An asterisk (*) against a unit of competency code in the list above indicates there 
is a prerequisite requirement that must be met. Prerequisite unit(s) of competency must be assessed before 
assessment of any unit of competency with an asterisk. 

• Elective units are subject to change prior to the commencement of the program. This is to ensure alignment to 
current industry practices. 

• # Mandatory Workplace Health and Safety (WHS) training - The unit CPCCWHS1001 Prepare to work safely in the 
construction industry is designed to meet WHSQ regulatory authority requirements for General Construction 
Induction Training (GCIT) and must be achieved before access to any building and construction work site. Successful 
completion of this unit of competency as part of this Blue Dog Training VETiS program will result in the student 
being issued with a Workplace Health and Safety Queensland Construction Induction ‘White Card’. 

More information can be found about each of these individual qualifications at:  

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC10120 
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC20220 

 

Assessment 

Assessment will be competency based and clustered units may be part of the assessment to reflect 

real work scenarios and activities. Students will participate in a variety of assessment tasks which 

may include observation with check lists, product resulting from an activity, questioning (written, 

oral or portfolio), and reports from workplace supervisor. Assessment may be conducted at the 

school using a simulated work environment. Functions will occur and at times, these may occur out 

of class time. 

 

Unit Code Unit Name CPC10120 CPC20220 

CPCCWHS1001# Prepare to work safely in the construction industry 
 

  

CPCCCM2005* Use construction tools and equipment 
 

CPCCOM1014 Conduct workplace communication 
 

CPCCOM2001* Read and interpret plans and specifications 
 

CPCCCM2004* Handle construction materials 
  

CPCCCM1011 Undertake basic estimation and costing 
  

CPCCOM1012 
Work effectively and sustainably in the construction 

industry   

CPCCOM1013 Plan and organise work 
  

CPCCVE1011* Undertake a basic construction project 
  

CPCCWHS2001 
Apply WHS requirements, policies and procedures in 

the construction industry   

CPCCOM1015 Carry out measurements and calculations 
  

CPCCCA2002* Use carpentry tools and equipment 

  

 

CPCCCM2006 Apply basic levelling procedures 
 

CPCCWF2002* Use wall and floor tiling tools and equipment 
 

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC10120
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC20220


Calvary Christian College: Senior Academic Handbook 2026 
2026 

Page 67 of 70 

 

 

CPC20220 Certificate II in 
Construction Pathways 
Registered training organisation (RTO): 

Blue Dog Training (RTO Code:31193) 

www.bluedogtraining.com.au 

07 3331 6004 

Year 11 & 12 Non- ATAR VET Subject (Commenced in 

Year 11) 

 
Description 
The qualification CPC20220 is designed to 
introduce learners to the recognised trade 
callings in the construction industry and 
provide meaningful credit in a construction 
industry Australian Apprenticeship with the 
exception of plumbing. 
 
The units of competency within this 
qualification cover essential work health and 
safety requirements, communication skills, 
work planning, and basic use of tools and 
materials and have core units of competency 
requirements that are required in most 
Certificate III qualifications. The qualification is 
built around a basic construction project unit 
that integrates the skills and embeds the facets 
of employability skills in context. 
 
Commencing in Year 11 and delivered in the 
school workshops, during normal school hours 
as a part of the student’s regular school 
timetable, the course is completed over a 
period of two (2) years. A student can only 
participate in a Blue Dog Training VETiS 
program with the permission of their school. 

 
Application 
The learning program should develop trade-like 
skills but not aim to deliver trade-level expertise. 
For example, the expected outcome in tiling is 
not to master trade-level techniques and theory, 
but to gain an introduction to tiling—
understanding how tiles are laid, aligned, and 
adhered, and having the opportunity to tile a 
basic surface. Similarly, in general construction, 
the focus should be on learning how to safely 
use hand and power tools to construct or 
modify simple timber projects, rather than 
teaching advanced joinery or structural framing. 

The emphasis should be on using construction 
tools and equipment to complete practical tasks 
safely, ensuring the well-being of each learner and 
those around them. 

 
Eligibility - Cost 
This qualification may be funded by the 
Department of Trade, Employment and Training 
(DTET) through the Career Ready VET in Schools 
(VETiS) program. Funded enrolments will depend 
on the DTET’s final publication of the 2026 Career 
Ready VETiS funded qualifications list. Our school 
will confirm delivery arrangements with the 
approved SAS provider before finalising Career 
Ready VET-funded enrolments for 2026. 

 
Enrolment in this qualification is being offered to 
students under a fee for service arrangement by 
Blue Dog Training in 2026. Fee for service cost = 
$1200.  

 
Please refer to the Blue Dog Training Website for 
information on their refund policy. 
https://bluedogtraining.com.au/storage/app/med
ia/pdf_documents/policies/Student_Fee_Refund_
Policy.pdf 

 
Training and Assessment Delivery 
The Blue Dog Training VETiS program is delivered 
at the student’s school as part of their timetabled 
classes by Blue Dog Training’s qualified trainers 
and assessors.  

Secondary school students are enrolled as a 
student with Blue Dog Training and their 
qualification or statement of attainment is issued 
by Blue Dog Training. 

Training and assessment are via Blue Dog 
Training’s blended mode of delivery which 
comprises both on-line training and face to face 
classroom-based training at the school workshop. 

Blue Dog Training trainers and assessors attend 
the school on a structured basis throughout the 
school year. 
Blue Dog Training is responsible for all training and 
assessment.

http://www.bluedogtraining.com.au/
https://bluedogtraining.com.au/storage/app/media/pdf_documents/policies/Student_Fee_Refund_Policy.pdf
https://bluedogtraining.com.au/storage/app/media/pdf_documents/policies/Student_Fee_Refund_Policy.pdf
https://bluedogtraining.com.au/storage/app/media/pdf_documents/policies/Student_Fee_Refund_Policy.pdf


Calvary Christian College: Senior Academic Handbook 2026 
2026 

Page 68 of 70 

 

 

 

Core  

CPCCOM1012 Work effectively and sustainably in the construction industry 

CPCCOM1013 Plan and organise work 
CPCCVE1011* Undertake a basic construction project 

CPCCWHS2001 Apply WHS requirements, policies and procedures in the construction industry 

CPCCOM1015 Carry out measurements and calculations 

Elective  

CPCWHS1001# Prepare to work safely in the construction industry 

CPCCCM2004* Handle construction materials 

CPCCCM1011 Undertake basic estimation and costing 
CPCCCA2002* Use carpentry tools and equipment 

CPCCWF2002* Use wall and floor tiling tools and equipment 
Notes: 
➢ *Prerequisite units of competency - An asterisk (*) against a unit of competency code in the list above indicates there is a prerequisite 

requirement that must be met. Prerequisite unit(s) of competency must be assessed before assessment of any unit of competency with 

an asterisk. 
➢ Elective units may be subject to change prior to the commencement of the program. This is to ensure alignment to current industry 

practices. 
➢ # The unit CPCWHS1001 Prepare to work safely in the construction industry is designed to meet WHSQ regulatory authority 

requirements for General Construction Induction Training (GCIT) and must be achieved before access to any building and construction 

work site. Successful completion of this unit of competency as part of this Blue Dog Training VETiS program will result in the student 

being issued with a Workplace Health and Safety Queensland Construction Induction ‘White Card’. 

 
More information about this qualification is available at: https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC20220 

 
 

Assessment 

Assessment will be competency based and clustered units may be part of the assessment to reflect 

real work scenarios and activities. Students will participate in a variety of assessment tasks which 

may include observation with check lists, product resulting from an activity, questioning (written, 

oral or portfolio), and reports from workplace supervisor. Assessment may be conducted at the 

school using a simulated work environment. Functions will occur and at times, these may occur out 

of class time. 

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC20220
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CREATIVE ARTS 
 

Year 10 Elective Subjects 

Drama  

Music  

Visual Art 
 

Year 11 & 12 General Subjects 

Drama  

Music  

Visual Art 
 

Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

Drama in Practice  

Music in Practice 

 
Head of Creative Arts: Mr. Peter Bourke 
Peter.Bourke@calvary.qld.edu.au 

mailto:Peter.Bourke@calvary.qld.edu.au
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Drama 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 

Drama is a subject designed to provide 

students with a diverse range of 

opportunities and experiences. The 

subject involves making and responding to 

drama independently and within small 

groups through teacher or community 

directed activities. This may be explored 

through (but isn’t limited to) 

improvisation, scripted drama, rehearsal 

and performance. 

Drama enables students to develop not 

only dramatic and communication skills, 

but also skills in other important areas of 

intellect, spirit, aesthetic appreciation, 

self- esteem, self-actualisation, self-

reflection and a greater understanding of 

the diverse world. This course does not 

aim to produce “actors,” but enables 

students to 

 
 

Structure 

 
 
 
 

reach their God-given potential in the 

dramatic arts. 

 
Recommendation 
A minimum of a C in Year 9 English is 

beneficial although not required. 

Previous involvement in Junior Drama 

would also be beneficial. 

 
Pathways 
A successful course of study in Drama will 

establish strong skill foundations for 

various career pathways such as, 

educators, public servants, promoters, 

journalists, tourism, solicitors, 

administration, and management. This 

course can also prepare a student for 

further studies in Creative Arts or 

involvement in theatre. 

The course will be delivered over two phases: three terms of skill preparation and practice, 
and a short-modified bridging course which mirrors skills covered in Years 11 and 12. Core 
skills delivered may include, but are not limited to: 

 
CORE SKILLS 

Further development and practice of the Elements of Drama 
Introduction to Conventions of style covered such as Verbatim, Documentary Drama, Epic Theatre, Realism, 

Magical Realism, and Neoclassism 
Practice of Dramatic Skills such as stagecraft, directing, devising and responding 

Working with scripts through analysing, rehearsing and presenting 
Development of reflective skills Workshops 

with community theatre groups. 

 

Assessment 

The assessment used in Drama will reflect the types of assessment used in Senior Drama. 
This will be done with the purpose of preparing the students with the skills necessary to 
successfully complete these types of assessments when studying Drama in Years 11 and 
12. The criteria will be assessed through a range of practical and theoretical tasks which can 
include devising, analysing, acting, directing, stage craft and practical demonstrations. 
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Music 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 

Music fosters creative and expressive 
communication. It allows students to 
develop musicianship through making 
(composition and performance) and 
responding (musicology). 

 

Through composition, performance and 
musicology, students use and apply music 
elements and concepts. They apply their 
knowledge and understanding to convey 
meaning and/or emotion to an audience. 
Students use essential literacy skills to 
engage in a multimodal world. They 
demonstrate practical music skills, and 
analyse and evaluate music in a variety of 
contexts, styles and genres. 

 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that students either 
play an instrument or receive private 
lessons on their chosen instrument to 

 
 

succeed in this course. A minimum of a C 
in Year 10 English and would benefit from 
having studied Music in Year 9. 

 

Pathways 
A course of study in Music can establish a 
basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of arts 
administration, communication, 
education, creative industries, public 
relations and science and technology. The 
demand for creativity from employees is 
rising in a world of rapid technological 
change. As more organisations value 
work-related creativity and diversity, the 
processes and practices of Music develop 
transferable 21st century skills essential 
for many areas of employment. 
Specifically, the study of Music helps 
develop creative and critical thinking, 
collaboration, ICT skills, social/personal 
skills and communication 
— all of which is sought after in modern 
workplaces. 

 

Structure 
CORE SKILLS 

Music Theory – Exploring the music elements and analysing and evaluating music. 
Composition 
Performance 

 

Assessment 

The assessment used in Music will reflect the types of assessment used in Senior Music. This 

will be done with the purpose of preparing the students with the skills necessary to 

successfully complete these types of assessments when studying Music in Years 11 and 12. 
 

Types of Assessment 
• Performance 
• Composition 
• Extended Written Response 
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Visual Art 
Year 10 Elective Subject 

 

Visual Art provides students with 
opportunities to appreciate and 
comprehend the role of visual art in past 
and present traditions and cultures, as 
well as the contributions of 
contemporary visual artists and their 
aesthetic, historical and cultural 
influences. 

 
Students are provided with exciting 
opportunities to construct knowledge and 
communicate personal interpretations by 
working as both artist and audience. They 
use their imagination and creativity to 
innovatively solve problems and 
experiment with visual language and 
expression. Through an inquiry learning 
model, students develop critical and 
creative thinking skills. They create 
individualised responses and meaning by 
applying diverse materials, techniques, 
technologies and art processes. 

 
 
 

In responding to artworks, students 
employ essential literacy skills to 
investigate artistic expression and critically 
analyse artworks in diverse contexts. They 
consider meaning, purposes and 
theoretical approaches when ascribing 
aesthetic value and challenging ideas. 

 
Recommendation 
A minimum of a C in in Year 9 English is 
beneficial although not required. Previous 
involvement in Junior Art would also be 
beneficial. 

 

Pathways 
A course of study in Visual Art can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of arts practice, 
design, craft, and information 
technologies; broader areas in creative 
industries and cultural institutions; and 
diverse fields. 

 
 

Structure 
UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Mixed Media 
• Concept: lenses to 
explore the material 
world and mix media 
• Contexts: personal and 
contemporary 
• Focus: People, place, 
objects 
• Media: 2D, 3D, and 
time-based 

Painting 
• Concept: art as a 
coded visual language 
and painting 
• Contexts: formal and 
cultural 
• Focus: Codes, symbols, 
signs and art 
conventions 
• Media: 2D, 3D, and 
time-based 

Sculpture 
• Concept: constructing 
knowledge as artist and 
audience with sculpting 
• Contexts: contemporary, 
personal, cultural and/or 
formal 
• Focus: student- 
directed 
• Media: student- 
directed 

Printmaking 
• Concept: lenses to 
explore the material 
world through print 
making 
• Contexts: personal and 
contemporary, cultural 
and/or personal 
• Focus: People, place, 
objects 
• Media: 2D, 3D, and 
time-based 

 

Assessment 

Assessments undertaken with in this course of study will mirror the types of assessments 
used within the Senior Visual Arts program. This program is designed to prepare and provide 
a foundational base of skills for the learners to then build from in Years 11 and 12. The 
criteria will be assessed through a range of practical and theoretical tasks that include 
developing, researching, reflecting and resolving. 
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Drama 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 
Drama fosters creative and expressive 
communication. It interrogates the human 
experience by investigating, communicating 
and embodying stories, experiences, 
emotions and ideas that reflect the human 
experience. It engages students in imaginative 
meaning-making processes and involves them 
using a range of artistic skills as they make 
and respond to dramatic works. 

 
Students experience, reflect on, understand, 
communicate, collaborate and appreciate 
different perspectives of themselves, others 
and the world in which they live. They learn 
about the dramatic languages and how these 
contribute to the creation, interpretation and 
critique of dramatic action and meaning for a 
range of purposes. They study a range of 
forms, styles and their conventions in a 
variety of inherited traditions, current 
practice and emerging trends. 

 
Structure 

 
 

Students learn how to engage with dramatic 
works as both artists and audience through 
the use of critical literacies. The study of 
drama develops students’ knowledge, skills 
and understanding in the making of and 
responding to dramatic works to help them 
realise their creative and expressive potential 
as individuals. 

 

QCAA Subject Guide: Drama Syllabus 
 

Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced or Core 
Level Results need to be a C or higher.  

Co-Requisite: English 
 
Pathways 
A successful course of study in Drama will 
establish a strong foundation for various 
career pathways such as, educators, 
advertising, journalists and tourism. This 
course can also prepare a student for further 
studies in Creative Industries or involvement 
within the theatre community. 

 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Share 

• Linear and non-linear forms 
and styles such as Verbatim, 
Collage and Documentary 
Drama. 

• Stories of Australian 
experiences within 
various cultures. 

• Performing, analysis, 

devising and reflecting 

skills. 

Reflect 

• Realism and hybrid styles 
such as Magical Realism 
and Gothic Theatre. 

• Human experience 
within various cultures and 
societies. 

• Performing, directing, 

analysis, devising and 

reflecting skills. 

Challenge 

• Theatre of Social Comment 
styles such as Theatre of the 
Absurd and Epic Theatre. 

• Challenging one’s 
understanding and 
perspective of humanity. 

• Performing, analysis, 

devising and reflecting 

skills. 

Transform 

• Traditional styles such as 
Greek and Elizabethan 
Theatre and Contemporary 
Styles. 

• Reshaping and challenging 
ideas to fit within modern 
contexts. 

• Performing, analysis, 

devising and reflecting 

skills. 

 

Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Units 1 & 2 to suit their local context. In Units 3 & 4 
students complete four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments are 
added together to provide a subject score out of 100. 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Performance 

20% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 

• Project – practice-led project 

35% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Project – dramatic concept 

20% 

Summative external assessment (EA): 25% 
• Examination – extended response 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/the-arts/drama/syllabus


Calvary Christian College: Senior Academic Handbook 2026 
2026 

Page 74 of 70 

 

 

 

Music 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject  

Music fosters creative and expressive 
communication. It allows students to develop 
musicianship through making (composition and 
performance) and responding (musicology). 

 

Through composition, performance and 
musicology, students use and apply music 
elements and concepts. They apply their 
knowledge and understanding to convey meaning 
and/or emotion to an audience. Students use 
essential literacy skills to engage in a multimodal 
world. They demonstrate practical music skills, 
and analyse and evaluate music in a variety of 
contexts, styles and genres. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Music Syllabus 
 

Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced  
or Core Level Results need to be a C or higher.  
Co-Requisite: English 

Pathways 
A course of study in Music can establish a 
basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of arts 
administration, communication, education, 
creative industries, public relations and 
science and technology. The demand for 
creativity from employees is rising in a 
world of rapid technological change. As 
more organisations value work-related 
creativity and diversity, the processes and 
practices of Music develop transferable 
21st century skills essential for many areas 
of employment. Specifically, the study of 
Music helps develop creative and critical 
thinking, collaboration, ICT skills, 
social/personal skills and communication 
— all of which is sought after in 
modern workplaces. 

 

Structure 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Designs 
How does the treatment and 
combination of different 
music elements enable 
musicians to design music 
that communicates meaning 
through performance and 
composition? 

Identities: 
How do musicians use their 
understanding of music 
elements, concepts and 
practices to communicate 
cultural, political, social and 
personal identities when 
performing, composing 

and responding to music? 

Innovations 
How do musicians 
incorporate innovative 
music practices to 
communicate meaning 
when performing and 
composing? 

Narratives 
How do musicians 
manipulate music elements 
to communicate narrative 
when performing, 
composing and responding 
to music? 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together 
to provide a subject score out of 100. 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Performance 

20% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 

• Integrated project 

35% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Composition 

20% 

Summative external assessment (EA): 25% 
• Examination 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_music_19_syll.pdf
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Visual Art 
Year 11 & 12 General Subject 

 
Visual Art provides students with 
opportunities to understand and appreciate 
the role of visual art in past and present 
traditions and cultures, as well as the 
contributions of contemporary visual artists 
and their aesthetic, historical and cultural 
influences. 

 
Students have opportunities to construct 
knowledge and communicate personal 
interpretations by working as both artist and 
audience. They use their imagination and 
creativity to innovatively solve problems and 
experiment with visual language and 
expression. Through an inquiry learning 
model, students develop critical and creative 
thinking skills. They create individualised 
responses and meaning by applying diverse 
materials, techniques, technologies and art 
processes. 

 
 

Structure 

 
 
 

In responding to artworks, students employ 
essential literacy skills to investigate artistic 
expression and critically analyse artworks in 
diverse contexts. They consider meaning, 
purposes and theoretical approaches when 
ascribing aesthetic value and challenging 
ideas. 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Visual Art Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
Pre-Requisite: Year 10 English – Advanced  
or Core Level Results need to be a C or higher. 

Co-Requisite: English 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Visual Art can establish a 
basis for further education and employment 
in the fields of arts practice, design, craft, and 
information technologies; broader areas in 
creative industries and cultural institutions; 
and diverse fields. 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Art as lens 
• Concept: lenses to 
explore the material 
world 
• Contexts: personal and 
contemporary 
• Focus: People, place, 
objects 
• Media: 2D, 3D, and 
time-based 

Art as code 
• Concept: art as a 
coded visual language 
• Contexts: formal and 
cultural 
• Focus: Codes, 
symbols, signs and art 
conventions 
• Media: 2D, 3D, and 
time-based 

Art as knowledge 
• Concept: constructing 
knowledge as artist and 
audience 
• Contexts: 
contemporary, personal, 
cultural and/or formal 
• Focus: student- 
directed 
• Media: student- 
directed 

Art as alternate 
• Concept: evolving 
alternate representations 
and meaning 
• Contexts: 
contemporary and 
personal, cultural and/or 
formal 
• Focus: continued 
exploration of Unit 3 
student-directed focus 
• Media: student-directed 

Assessment 

Schools devise Formative assessments in Units 1 & 2 to suit their local context. In Units 3 & 4 students 
complete four Summative Assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together 
to provide a subject score out of 100. 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Investigation — inquiry phase 1 

15% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Project — inquiry phase 3 

35% 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Project — inquiry phase 2 

25% 

Summative external assessment (EA): 25% 
• Examination 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects/the-arts/visual-art/syllabus
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Drama in Practice 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

 
Drama in Practice gives students 
opportunities to plan, create, adapt, produce, 
perform, appreciate and evaluate a range of 
dramatic works or events in a variety of 
settings. A key focus of this syllabus is 
engaging with school and/or local community 
contexts and, where possible, interacting with 
practicing artists. As students gain practical 
experience in a number of onstage and 
offstage roles, including actor/performer, 
designer, scriptwriter, director, stage 
technician, publicity manager and stage 
manager, they recognise the role drama plays 
and value the contribution it makes to the 
social and cultural lives of local, national and 
international communities. 

 
Through the core of dramatic practices 
students also learn essential workplace health 
and safety procedures relevant to the drama 
and theatre industry, as well as 

 
 

Structure 

 
 
 

effective work practices and industry skills 
needed by a drama practitioner 

 
QCAA Subject Guide: Drama in Practice 
Syllabus 

 
Recommendation 
Proficiency in the English language. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Drama in Practice can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the drama and theatre 
industry in areas such as performance, theatre 
management and promotions. 
With additional training and experience, 
potential employment outcomes may include 
actor/performer, stage director, scriptwriter, 
lighting or sound designer, theatre technician, 
properties manager, stage manager, tour 
manager, producer, costume designer, venue 
manager or marketing and promotions 
manager. 

The Drama in Practice course is designed around two core topics with elective topics integrated 
throughout the course. 

CORE TOPICS ELECTIVE TOPICS 
• Dramatic principles 
• Dramatic practices 

• Acting 
• Play building 
• Scriptwriting 
• Technical design and production 

 
Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12, students 
complete four summative assessments. Students will receive an overall subject result (A–E). 

 
Summative Assessment 

UNIT 3 UNIT 4 
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Performance 

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Project: Director’s pitch and annotated script 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Project – Devised performance pitch and 
devised performance 

Summative internal assessment (IA4): 
• Project – Performance of chosen script from task 

three 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_drama_prac_19_app_syll.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_drama_prac_19_app_syll.pdf
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Music in Practice 
Year 11 & 12 Applied Subject 

 

Musicians fulfil many roles in a community 
— as makers/creators, performers, presenters, 
journalists, technicians, administrators and 
managers. Music in Practice gives students 
opportunities to explore these and other roles 
through active engagement with music and 
music productions, and, where possible, by 
interacting with practicing artists. 

 

In Music in Practice, students explore and 
engage with the core of music principles and 
practices as they create, perform, produce 
and respond to their own and others’ music 
works in class, school and community settings. 
They gain practical, technical and listening 
skills and make choices to communicate in 
and through their music. Through the music 
activities of composing, performing and 
responding, they apply techniques, processes 
and skills, individually and in groups, to 
express music ideas that serve particular 
functions and purposes. This fosters creativity, 
helps students develop 
problem-solving skills, and heightens their 

 
 

Structure 

imaginative, emotional, aesthetic, analytical 
and reflective experiences. 

 

QCAA Subject Guide: Music in Practice 
 

Recommendation 
Proficiency in the English language. 

 
Pathways 
A course of study in Music in Practice can 
establish a basis for further education and 
employment by giving students the 
knowledge and skills that should enhance 
their employment prospects in the music 
industry in areas such as performance, critical 
listening, music management and music 
promotions. With additional training and 
experience, potential employment 
opportunities may include musician, band or 
recording group member, music journalist, 
media composer, DJ, sound or studio 
engineer, songwriter or arranger, record 
producer, concert promoter, entertainment 
manager, tour manager or music director. 

The Music in Practice course is designed around two core topics with elective topics integrated 
throughout the course. 

CORE TOPICS ELECTIVE TOPICS 
• Music principles • Contemporary music • Community Music 
• Music practices • Practical Music Skills • Performance Craft 

 • Song Writing  
 • Music for Film, TV and Video  
 Games  

 
Assessment 

Schools devise formative assessments in Year 11 to suit their local context. In Year 12 students 
complete four summative assessments. Students will receive an overall subject result (A–E). 

 
Summative Assessment 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 
Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 
• Performance 

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 
• Project 

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2): 
• Composition 

Summative internal assessment (IA4): 
• Performance 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/syllabuses/snr_music_prac_24_app_syll.pdf
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Active Volunteering 
Grade 10 Additional Subject  

 
Overview 
This qualification allows students to develop an understanding of the concepts of service, volunteering 
and community work – through engagement with the community, both within and external to their 
school.  The course is focused on the key skills needed to volunteer under supervision and can be used as 
a pathway to workforce entry. 

To achieve this qualification, you must complete a minimum of 20 hours of volunteer work. Students will 
complete this certificate in conjunction with their Christian Living studies and be eligible for up to four 
QCE points.  

Assessment 
Assessment is a combination of: 

 

• Knowledge questions 

• Case studies and Projects 
• Practical Activities  

  

Christian Living 
School-Based Subject 

 

Christian Living is aimed at allowing students opportunity for vigorous discussion and 

discovering a practical faith in God that can lead them now and in the life beyond their school. 

 

Structure 
Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Alpha Youth + Active 
Volunteering 

Questioning Christianity 
Faith in Action 

Questioning Christianity 
Faith in Action 

 
Assessment 

Christian Living will not be assessed and students will not receive a result for this subject. 

They will however be given a participation grade on their Semester report card.  
 

Sport & Co-Curricular 
School-Based Activities 

All students participate in a weekly Sport & Co-Curricular lesson that offer a wide range of 

sporting, community and skills-based activities. 

 

Chapel, Assembly & House Family Connect 
School-Based Activities 

All students attend weekly Chapel, Assembly and House Family Connect which allow 

students to engage in the core beliefs and values of the College. 

https://volunteeringqld.org.au/training-events/active-volunteering-certificate-ii/


Right start. Bright Future.
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