
2026 YEAR 10
Subject Selection Stage 6
Mr Andrew Robartson - Head of Secondary 
Presenter: Mrs Ula Paton  - Director of Senior Studies



• Term 1/2/3 - Subject options explored  in Careers classes and the school's webpage  

Subject details   http://www.hscandme.info/

• Term 2  Week 9 - Learning Interviews

TERM 3

• Term 3 Week 2 - Subject Survey to construct lines.

• Term 3  Week 9 - Lines may be finalised.

Timeline of Events
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Course Selection Criteria

Abilities - take the 

level you are capable 

of (seek advice from 

teachers)

Interests/Motivation  

What do you enjoy 

doing?

Career aspirations

& paths

Syllabus requirements 

(performance/project - 

RECOMMEND NO 

MORE THAN 2 

SUBJECTS) 

Subject combinations 

- some subjects 

complement each 

other e.g.Geo & EES 

Bio & HAMS

Other commitments 

e.g. work, sport, family
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Course Selection Criteria

• Ability - take the subject level (Advanced or Standard) 

you are capable of.

• Refer to past results in subjects (assessments and 

reports)

• Seek advice from teachers you currently have in 

subjects that flow into the Stage 6 options.
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• Interests -  What are you curious about in a subject?

• Enjoyment - What have you liked studying in the 

past?

• Motivation - What do you find exciting to 

investigate?

⚬ ‘My Career Match’ & JOB JUMP in Careers

Course Selection Criteria



• Career aspirations - What career are you considering?

• What prerequisites would you need to progress in your future path?  

Back track from Career - Credential - Training - Subjects

⚬ Do you want to go to Uni or TAFE or get an apprenticeship or a 

job after HSC?

⚬ Value work experience and link with industry, making future 

network connections.

• Go to open days.

Course Selection Criteria
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Course Selection Criteria
• We recommend that a student do NO MORE THAN 2 Performance or 

Project based subjects e.g. Textiles/Art/Music/D&T/Drama/ITMM  

(NESA requires projects or performances to be completed in Term 3 

July - Sept)

• Consider Subject combinations - some subjects complement and 

overlap with each other e.g.Geo & EES or Bio & HAMS

• Consider other commitments e.g. work, sport, family
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NESA provides valuable RESOURCES

https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/hsc/subject-selection

https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/hsc/subject-selection


NESA support on 

Course Selection 

NESA website > Year 11 and 12 > 

Learning Area > Subject > Course 

Description, to find links to relevant 

careers.



              STAGE 6 
2 years

Yr 11 is a prerequisite 
for Yr12.

   Year 11 
￭ minimum of 12 units
￭ satisfactorily 

completion of  Yr 11 
courses 

         Year 12
￭ minimum of 10 units
￭ satisfactory 

completion of Yr12 
courses

STAGE 6 

Preliminary Year 11  

Higher School Certificate Year 12
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Understanding Course UNIT 

VALUE

LEARN   BELIEVE   THRIVE



All subjects 

have a UNIT 

Value.
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Majority of courses have a value of 2 UNITs 
e.g. English, Maths, Sciences, HSIE, TAS, 

Creative Arts, Languages

1 UNIT courses 

e.g. Extension Maths & 

English, 

SOR 1

Marine Studies

PVDI

SLR

Work Studies



• 1 UNIT subjects have 60 hours of instruction.
• 2 UNIT subjects have 120 hours of instruction. 

Extension courses build on the content of the 2 unit 
ADVANCED course and carry an additional value of 1 

unit. 

• YEAR 11’s must satisfactorily complete 12 units.
• YEAR 12’s must satisfactorily complete 10 units.

LEARN   BELIEVE   THRIVE



Compulsory Courses 
• ENGLISH is mandated by NESA  

either Advanced or Standard - 2 unit courses

￭  Students can do Yr11 Extension 1 (1 unit)

￭  Students can do Yr12 Extension 2 (2-units) 

• STUDIES OF RELIGION 1 Unit compulsory at CCAS

Students can do SOR 2 (2 unit value)
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Understanding Course TYPES
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BOARD 

DEVELOPED 

COURSES 

(BDC) 

Contribute to 

an HSC and an 

ATAR

BOARD ENDORSED 

COURSES (BEC) 

Contribute to an 

HSC only, not an 

ATAR

VET courses run 

externally ‘EVET’ - 

all contribute to an 

HSC but not all 

contribute to an 

ATAR



Higher School Certificate
Board Developed Courses 

BDC

Board Endorsed Courses 

BEC

HSC examination except for: 

⚬optional examination in English Studies and 

Mathematics Standard 1 and some VET 

courses

No HSC examination. Results are derived 

from school-based assessment e.g. Marine 

Studies, PVDI, SLR, Work Studies.

At CCAS these 4 BEC’s discontinue after 

Yr11.

Usually be included in the calculation of a 

student’s Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 

(ATAR).

Not included in the calculation of a student’s 

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).

Includes some Vocational Education and 

Training (VET) courses.

Includes some Vocational Education and 

Training (VET) courses.



CCAS offers most (28) NESA/Board Developed 

Courses through Year 11 & 12.

They are ATAR contributing subjects. 

They are 2-unit courses except for the Extension courses 

which are 1-unit courses.

• Maths Ext 1 (Yr11)

• Maths Ext 2 (Yr12)
• Eng Ext 1 (Yr11)

• Eng Ext 2 (Yr12)
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 Distance 

Education 

Application through Director of Senior Studies: Mrs Ula Paton 

CCAS is not able to offer a few NESA courses:

•  Aboriginal Studies, 

•  Society & Culture, 

•  Agriculture, 

•  Dance,

•  Software Engineering.

These courses can be studied via Distance Education.  Enrolment through the Home School CCAS is 

required.

Students must apply for an eligibility determination by showing a prior capacity for 

INDEPENDENT STUDY through Year.
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Languages - via Distance Education 
Learning languages opens minds to diversity.  Proficiency in languages 

provides a national resource that encourages effective engagement with the 

global community. 

Students need to meet specific eligibility criteria for some Stage 6 

Languages courses and have a capacity for INDEPENDENT STUDY

• KOREAN
• INDONESIAN
• PORTUGUESE
• RUSSIAN
• CHINESE

• ITALIAN
• FRENCH
• SPANISH
• GERMAN
• JAPANESE
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CCAS offers 4 NESA/Board Endorsed Courses that stop 

at the end of Year 11, they are not able to be continued into 

Year 12.
They are NON-ATAR contributing subjects. 

They are 1-unit courses.

• Marine Studies,  

• PVDI, (photography, video digital 

imaging) 

• SLR, (sport, leisure, 

recreation)

• Work Studies.
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Understanding distinction 

between  HSC & ATAR
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Higher School 

Certificate
The HSC:

⚬  the culmination of our student’s school career 

⚬  the highest educational award that our students can achieve at a secondary 

school in NSW

⚬  reports student achievement in terms of a standard achieved in individual 

courses

⚬  presents a profile of our student achievement across a broad range of subjects

Generated by NESA
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Requirements for the HSC

Both the Year 11 and Year 12 pattern of study must 

include:

⚬  2 units of compulsory English

⚬  at least 6 units of Board Developed Courses

⚬  at least 3 courses of 2 units value or greater

⚬  at least 4 subjects (including English)

⚬  a max of 6 units of Science may be included in the 

Year 11 pattern of study 

⚬  a max of 7 units of Science may be included in the 

Year 12 pattern of study.

Higher School 

Certificate



Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)
The ATAR:

• is one way to gain a place at a university although there are other ways.

• is a rank NOT a mark.  Ranking between 1-99.95 placing approx 75 000 HSC 

students along this rank.

• provides information about how a student performs in relation to other students

• is calculated by the University Admissions Centre (UAC) 

• is NOT calculated by NESA. For further information about the ATAR, please go to 

https://www.uac.edu.au/

Generated by UAC

Received through students UAC accounts.

https://www.uac.edu.au/


ALL MY OWN WORK

https://uac.edu.au/asset
s/documents/atar/atar-t
echnical-report.pdf

Calculations vary every year 

depending on the candidature 

which affects the scaling of 

subjects.

UAC scaling of subjects should 

not be a subject choice criteria 

https://uac.edu.au/assets/documents/atar/atar-technical-report.pdf
https://uac.edu.au/assets/documents/atar/atar-technical-report.pdf
https://uac.edu.au/assets/documents/atar/atar-technical-report.pdf


All subjects 

contribute to an 

HSC but not all 

contribute to an 

ATAR

HSC Contributor  e.g. ALL COURSES  
English Maths, Sciences, HSIE, TAS, 

Creative Arts, Languages

ATAR 

CONTRIBUTOR 1 

UNIT can be 1 unit or 

2 unit courses, 

usually examined.

e.g. Extension Maths 

& English, SOR 1



CCAS offers a VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING (VET) 

course:   CERTIFICATE III Business Services 
This is an HSC & ATAR contributor, it automatically accredits a student with 

an equivalent ATAR of 67 at Newcastle University.

For most VET courses you will undertake set work placement hours to 

develop industry competencies. You must complete any required work 

placement to complete these courses. 

Careers Coordinator:  Mrs Narece Thapa
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Vocational Education and Training (VET) in the HSC 

LEARN   BELIEVE   THRIVE

• Board Developed VET courses

Does contribute to an ATAR if students sit the exam e.g. 

Cert III in Financial Services

• Board Endorsed VET courses

May not contribute to an ATAR but do add units for an HSC 

e.g. Cert III in Fitness



CCAS offers students the opportunity of doing 

EXTERNAL VET courses referred to as EVET courses e.g.
• Certificate III Fitness

• Cert III in Early Childhood

• Electrotechnology

• Human Services Nursing

Some of these certificates don’t contribute to an ATAR but they 

all contribute to an HSC.



Selection Pattern Examples

LUTHER VESPER MARLOW
English Adv 2 unit English Std 2 unit English Std 2 unit

Studies of Religion 
2

2 unit Studies of Religion 1 1 unit Studies of Religion 1 1 unit

English Ext 1 1 unit Maths Adv 2 unit Chemistry 2 unit

Modern History 2 unit Textiles 2 unit Earth & Environ Science 2 unit

Legal Studies 2 unit Visual Art 2 unit Biology 2 unit

Drama 2 unit Physics 2 unit Geography 2 unit

Maths Std 2 unit Engineering 2 unit Maths Adv 2 unit

13 units 13 units 13 
units



Selection Pattern Examples
QUINN CALLIOPE ZETA
English Std 2 unit English Std 2 unit English Std 2 unit

Studies of Religion 1 1 unit Studies of Religion 1 1 unit Studies of Religion 1 1 unit

Certificate III in 
Fitness   EVET

2 unit Graphics & 

Multimedia 

Technology

2 unit Drama 2 unit

Certificate III in 
Business Services

2 unit EVET   Cert III in 
Electrotechnology

2 unit Earth & Environ 
Science

2 unit

Health Movt 
Science

2 unit Business Studies 2 unit Ancient History 2 unit

Biology 2 unit Maths Adv 2 unit Marine Studies 1 unit

Maths Std 2 unit Engineering 2 unit Maths Std 2 unit

13 units 13 units 12 units



Examples
HANNAH GRAEME BART
English Std 2 unit English Adv 2 unit English Std 2 unit

Studies of Religion 2 2 unit Studies of Religion 1 1 unit Studies of Religion 2 2 unit

Modern History 2 unit Maths Std 2 unit Drama 2 unit

Certificate III in 
Early Childhood   
EVET

2 unit EVET   Cert III in 
Nursing

2 unit Earth & Environ 
Science

2 unit

CAFS 2 unit Biology 2 unit Economics 2 unit

Maths Adv 2 unit CAFS 2 unit Graphics & Multimedia 

Technology
2 unit

Maths Ext 1 1 unit SLR 1 unit

13 units 12 units 12 units



Year 12 Leaving Credentials

NSW Education Standards Authority

YR 12
CREDENTIALS

RECORD OF 
ACHIEVEMENT 

(RoSA for Yr10/11)

from NESA

HIGHER 
SCHOOL 

CERTIFICATE
(Testamur)
from NESA

COURSE 
REPORTS

from NESA

ATAR
generated by 

UAC

Year 10 Subject Selection for Stage 

6



HSC Results
HSC results contain a detailed package of 

information about each student's achievements in 

each course. They are not a single number like an 

ATAR.  

Your mark in most courses is a 50:50 combination 

of your HSC exam mark and your school-based 

assessment mark.

LEARN   BELIEVE   THRIVE



HSC Record of Achievement (RoA)



HSC Course Report



Students receive their HSC RESULTS via 

their ‘STUDENTS ONLINE’ portal to NESA

Mr Rappell - Stage 5 (Yr9&10) Academic Year 
Coordinator has already introduced students to 
their Student Online accounts for them to 
activate.
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Students need their Nesa number which can be found on Seqta bottom left 8 digit 
number usually beginning in 4018….         https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ 

https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/


● Yr11 RoSA grades are accessible to Universities enabling them to make 

EARLY ENTRY OFFERS to Yr12 students on the strength of their Yr11 

grades.

● Students request Universities to be considered for Early offers through 

their UAC account and directly to the university they are interested in.  

● Students open their UAC accounts in April of their HSC course.

Year 11 RoSA  grades are used by Universities to 
make  
EARLY ENTRY OFFERS
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Stage 6 Co-requisites

• All My Own Work

• Minimum Standards Tests

• Application/Effort
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ALL MY OWN WORK - AMOW
● 4 Module program designed to help HSC students follow the 

ethical principles and practices of good scholarship. 

Acknowledging sources but primarily using their own work.

● Students must complete All My Own Work before starting 

Preliminary courses.

● Mr Rappell - Stage 5 (Yr 9&10) Academic Year Coordinator 

will organise for Year 10’s to complete this program in Term 4.
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HSC requires Minimum Standards Tests to be passed 

(Level 3 or 4)

To receive an HSC, a student must achieve a minimum standard

⚬To be eligible for an HSC students need to demonstrate they have met a 

minimum standard in reading, writing and numeracy. 

⚬ Mr Rappell - Stage 5 Yr9&10 Academic Year Coordinator has already 

introduced students to sitting Minimum Standards Tests.

If students do not initially pass they can take each test:

⚬up to 4 times per year
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Application

Additional completion requirements for HSC 

courses

For courses where school-based assessment marks are 

submitted, students must make a genuine attempt at 

assessment tasks that contribute more than 50% of the 

available marks 

Students must sit for and make a serious attempts at 

examinations and apply themself with diligence and 

sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences that 

the courses provide.



KEY LEARNING AREAS 

AND COURSE FEATURES



Englis

h 
Mrs Hannah Rappell | Head of Department

Year 11 Year 12

English Advanced English Advanced

English Extension 1 (must be 

studied with English Advanced)

English Extension 1 (must be 

studied with English Advanced)

English Extension 2 (must be 

studied with Extension 1)

English Standard English Standard

English Studies English Studies



Mathematics
Mr Graeme Harris | Head of Department

Year 11 Year 12

Mathematics Advanced Mathematics Advanced

Mathematics Extension 1 

(must be studied with 

Mathematics Advanced)

Mathematics Extension 1 

(must be studied with 

Mathematics Advanced)

Mathematics Extension 2 

(must be studied with Extension 1 

and Advanced)

Mathematics Standard 2 Mathematics Standard 2



Mrs Leanne Kirby | Head of Department

Year 11 Year 12

Biology Biology

Chemistry Chemistry

Earth & Environmental 

Science

Earth & Environmental 

Science

Physics Physics

Marine Studies 

(Year 11 only) 

Board Endorsed Course

Science



Humanities
Mrs Kaylah Maxwell | Head of Department

Year 11 Year 12

Ancient History Ancient History

Modern History Modern History

Geography Geography

Legal Studies Legal Studies

Business Studies Business Studies

Economics Economics

Certificate III Business Services Certificate III Business Services

Studies of Religion I Studies of Religion I

Studies of Religion II Studies of Religion II



Personal Development, 

Health and Physical 

Education (PDHPE) 
Mr Jordan Dennis | Head of Department

Year 11 Year 12

Community and Family 

Studies

Community and Family 

Studies

Health and Movement 

Science

Health and Movement 

Science

Sport, Lifestyle and 

Recreation Studies 

(Yr11 only)

Board Endorsed Course



Year 11 Year 12

Drama Drama

Music 1 Music 1

Visual Arts Visual Arts

Photography, Video and Digital 

Imaging  (Yr11 only)

Board Endorsed Course

Creative 

ArtsMr Bart Raethel  | Head of Department



Year 11 Year 12 

Textiles and Design Textiles and Design

Design and Technology Design and Technology

Engineering Studies Engineering Studies

Food Technology Food Technology

Graphics & Multimedia 

Technology

Graphics & Multimedia 

Technology

Technological and 

Applied Studies 
Mr Brayden Kent | Head of Department



General QUESTIONS 

Subject Specific Questions to HODs
Mr Andrew Robartson 

Head of Secondary School



Thank You



More 

InformationCCAS Website | HSC Website | Mrs Ula 

Paton
NSW Education Standards Authority

https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa

NSW Education Standards Authority

https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa

University Admissions Centre / Subject 

Compass

www.uac.edu.au

Careers Website Job Jump

https://ccas.jobjump.com.au/
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