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31 January 2025

Dear Year Kindergarten Parents, Carers and Students,

We hope you had a wonderful festive season and share our excitement as we begin this new chapter at
Claremont College. The Kindergarten teaching team is honoured to work alongside you in supporting
and nurturing your child’s social, emotional, and academic growth.

We have thoughtfully planned engaging and meaningful lessons designed to inspire curiosity, foster a
love of learning, and support your child’'s development throughout the year. Guided by our school values
of collaboration, innovation, and compassion, we are committed to creating a learning environment
where your child feels safe, valued, and inspired. These values will be embedded in everything we do,
encouraging students to work together, think creatively, and show kindness and empathy toward others.

Our team takes pride in fostering a space where your child can explore, grow, and thrive. We believe it is
essential for your child to love school, be motivated by their curiosity, and feel empowered by their
thinking as they embark on this exciting journey.

We are excited to be able to welcome you into our learning space on Tuesday, 11th February, for our
Parent Information Evening. This will be a wonderful opportunity to provide information about the year
ahead and answer any questions.

TEACHING TEAM

Our Kindergarten Teaching Team this year:
e Miss Abby Carter (Classroom Teacher, Team Leader)
e Mrs Lina Gonzalez (Classroom Teacher)
e Mrs Nicola Breakspear (Learning Enrichment Teacher)
e Mrs Susan Nicolaides (Teaching and Learning Assistant)

GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION

e We encourage students to arrive at school as close to 8:30 am as possible to organise their belongings
before classes commence at 8:40am.

e School will conclude at 3:10pm. We encourage students to be familiar with their own pick up routines,
but we are here to support them.
Claremont College requires all full-day absences to be reported via the Claremont College App.
All children who arrive after 8:40am, or are collected before 3:10pm, MUST be signed-in or signed-out
by an adult in the front office.

e We ask that you do not send nuts to school with your child. Claremont College is nut-aware, with a
number of students in the school having severe allergies.

e Updates regarding whole-school events and grade-specific information can be accessed via the
school newsletter. You can find this via the Claremont College app or
https://www.claremont.nsw.edu.au/news-events/newsletter
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KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION
Morning Drop-Off

e From Monday, 3 February, we ask you to drop your child off at one of the two gates, either Judge
Street or Coogee Bay Road.

e To support your child in building self-confidence and developing independence at school, we
kindly ask for your assistance by saying goodbye at the gate. Upon arrival, your child will be able
to make their way to their learning space, with support available from Claremont College staff
members if needed.

Afternoon Pick-Up

e School concludes at 3:10 pm, and students can be collected between 3:10 pm and 3:30 pm at either
Judge Street or Coogee Bay Road. A member of the Kindergarten teaching team will accompany
students to their designated collection gate unless your child is attending After School Care
(TeamKids), where one of the TeamKids team will come to the Kindy learning space to collect your
child.

e |f you are collecting your child on foot, please note that this is only possible at the Coogee Bay Road
gate. Judge Street is designated as a car collection gate only.

e Please do not get out of your car unless you need to help your child put their seat belt on. If your child
does require assistance with their seatbelt, we ask that you drive to the top of the car line.

On Friday, 7 February, the Kindergarten Teaching Team invites Kindergarten parents and caregivers to visit our
learning space from 2:30 pm. This will be a wonderful opportunity to explore our learning space and celebrate
the amazing work your child has accomplished in their first week of school.

WHAT TO BRING (INCLUDING SPECIALIST LESSONS)

Below is an overview of what items students will need on each day, as well as uniform requirements.

THURSDAY FRIDAY

WEDNESDAY

Details MONDAY TUESDAY

Events Assembly Library
Library Literature P.E. Borrowing
Visual Art Chapel
ICTH N EEGEGC I School Diary School Diary School Diary School Diary School Diary
Library Bag
Uniform Formal Formal Sport Sport Formal

COMMUNICATION

We are more than happy to speak to you throughout the year if you require any assistance. If you
would like to contact the Kindergarten Teaching Team for assistance or to organise a meeting, please
write a note in your child’s diary or email us via the school office (office@claremont.nsw.edu.au). While
we encourage the use of diaries to communicate brief organisational notes to one another, any
learning or wellbeing concerns should not be written in the diary, but rather sent as an email as a way
to respect privacy.

The newsletter is the primary source of all communication, so please make sure that you read it each week to
check for any updates. It is available on the school app or via the school’'s website.
https://www.claremont.nsw.edu.au/news-events/newsletter.
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BUDDIES

At Claremont College, each Kindergarten child is paired with a Year Six buddy who will be their special friend
throughout the year. These relationships are designed to foster a sense of connection and belonging, with the
Year Six buddies acting as mentors and role models. From experience, these pairings often blossom into
meaningful bonds, just like having an older sibling at school!

PASTORAL CARE

This year, we will work with Mrs Cameron and our school counsellor, Miss McKersie, to implement our
Social Skills program. This will involve students working individually, in small groups or as a whole cohort.
Over the year, the students will learn more about themselves, their relationships with others, bullying,
protective behaviours and e-safety. Information regarding relevant workshops will be included in the
School Newsletter, which can assist families in reinforcing key messages and promoting conversations
at home. Please contact the school office if you or your child wish to discuss anything with Miss
McKersie about your child's behaviour, friendships, social life and emotional well-being this term. Mrs
Cameron and Miss McKersie will work closely with the Kindergarten Teaching Team and your child to
ensure our Pastoral Care continues to be a priority at Claremont College.

CRUNCH AND SIP

To support health and concentration during learning activities, Kindergarten students will have a dedicated
daily break called "Crunch and Sip." This time allows students to pause, stay hydrated, and enjoy a nutritious
snack to fuel their growing minds and bodies.

We kindly ask parents to pack a serving of fresh fruit or vegetables in a separate, clearly labelled container for
their child, distinct from their lunchbox. Please discuss this routine with your child to help them differentiate
between their Crunch and Sip snack, recess, and lunch. Additionally, we encourage students to bring a water
bottle each day to stay hydrated and refreshed.

SICK BAY

If your child requires new medication, please bring medication labelled with their name and clear instructions
for administration. If your child already takes medication, please update Ms Neville/Miss Kawada via

nurse@claremont.nsw.edu.au or telephone.

If your child is new to Claremont College and has a medical concern or takes medication, please contact the
school nurses via phone.

HOME LEARNING

Students will receive Home Learning weekly on Fridays, with tasks due the following Friday unless otherwise
indicated. For Kindergarten, the first Home Learning week will begin on Friday, 21 February (end of Week 4).
Students are encouraged to complete their Home Learning tasks at their own pace throughout the week.

Each week, students will receive a grid in their diaries outlining the activities to be completed, along with home
reading books. Home Learning tasks can be recorded directly on the grid in their diaries. Further details about
Kindergarten Home Learning will be shared via the newsletter in the coming weeks.

In the meantime, we highly encourage you to read a variety of quality literature with your child every night. This
could include storybooks, age-appropriate news articles, brochures, or other engaging materials. Make this an
enjoyable shared reading experience for your child and family, fostering a love of reading and learning together.
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SCHOOL BOOKS

All exercise books are distributed at school. The books are covered with a Claremont College design and in a
protective sleeve.

TECHNOLOGY

Students will work one-to-one with an iPad provided by Claremont College. To promote safe and respectful
technology use, students and parents will be required to sign a technology contract regarding the use of iPads
at school. Further information will be given about this at the parent information evening.

Students will also be required to bring their lightweight headphones and a stylus for their iPads.

SEESAW APP

At Claremont College, we will be using the ‘Seesaw’ app. Seesaw gives your child a creative tool to
capture and reflect on their learning. This work will then be shared with you online. We hope that using
Seesaw will give you a window into our learning space and your child’s learning progress. We need
your help with Seesaw to ensure its success in Kindergarten.

If you are new to Seesaw, you can download the Seesaw Parent app for iOS, Android or use the web
to view your child’s learning. When your child adds new work, you will receive a notification to see,
hear and respond to your child’s learning. You will only have access to your child’s or group work. All
the content is stored securely. In the coming weeks, you will be provided information via your child's
diary, about accessing your child’s Seesaw account.

UPCOMING EVENTS
e Kindergarten Learning Space Visit - 7th February
e Parent Information Evening - 11th February
e Kindergarten Reading Workshop - 27 February
e Grandparents and Special Friends Day - 25th March
e Pupil Free Day - 10th March
e P &F FunRun - 9th April

KINDERGARTEN SPORT & PE

This term, Kindergarten will have gymnastics lessons during Sport, focusing on specialised non-locomotor skills
in relation to gymnastics, in the Claremont Hall delivered by “"GotGame”, who has been working with Claremont
delivering high-quality Sport programs for a number of years.

During PE lessons, students will be learning about how they can move and be active with others. They will
explore and demonstrate a variety of movement skills through active play and structured activities. Students
will learn to interact positively with peers and participate safely in play situations.

Mr Joel Geering

KINDERGARTEN MUSIC

Kindergarten students have their Music lesson each Thursday afternoon. For Term 1, students will
engage in an “Introduction to Music” unit through listening and performing activities.
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Tutor lessons

We do not offer Kindergarten students extracurricular musical lessons with our tutors until Semester 2.
The lesson offered in Semester 2 is piano only. It is important for children to learn at an age where they
are physically able to handle an instrument. Please contact the tutor directly to discuss further if you
have any questions.

I am looking forward to hearing Kindy’s beautiful singing voices this year!

Mrs Yasmin Davis

KINDERGARTEN VISUAL ART

This year Kindergarten will have Visual Art as one of their Specialist Subjects and this will be on Mondays as
noted in the table above. The Visual Art Syllabus includes three aspects: making, appreciating, and exhibiting.
The lessons are either stand-alone skills based or those that complement other Key Learning Areas. The
students will learn skills and artistic practices, as well as develop their curiosity and individual creativity through
self-expression and enjoyment.

KINDERGARTEN LIBRARY

Kindergarten students will attend two sessions in the Library this year. Their Library Literature lesson will
be on Tuesdays with Mrs Cagliata, and their borrowing session will be on Fridays with Mrs Kesur and the
grade teachers. Students must bring their school library bag to transport their books for their borrowing
session.

In Library Literature lessons this year, students will engage in activities that align with the literature
lessons in class.

Mrs Kathy Cagliata & Mrs Susan Kesur

PARENT INFORMATION SESSION

Further information about the exciting year ahead will be presented at our Parent Information Evening on
Tuesday 11th February. We look forward to seeing you then!

Kind regards,

Miss Abby Carter, Mrs Lina Gonzalez, Mrs Susan Nicolaides and Mrs Nicola Breakspear.
The Kindergarten Teaching Team



