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Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to provide students of Cobram AGS with guidelines regarding the appropriate
use of mobile phones during the school day.

Mobile phones are a useful tool for communication but can undermine the purpose of the school which is to
deliver curriculum to students and develop their immediate social interactions with their peers, teachers and
other community members. Mobile phones can also distract students if they are accessed inappropriately
during class.

Parents should endeavour to support their children to use their mobile phones and electronic devices with
integrity, and in accordance with the Cobram Anglican Grammar School policies. These policies have been
developed in consultation with the staff and Wellbeing team at the School.

In some instances, students may be asked to bring a mobile phone or electronic device to class for a specific
reason. In this event, the teacher will notify students in advance that the device will be required. The teacher
will ask students to retrieve and replace their device from their locker during their teachers’ lesson.

Expectations

1. Mobile phones are not to be used, seen or heard from the time students arrive at the start of the
school day 8.55am until the end of the day at 3.05pm. This includes School activities such as events,
excursions and sport.

2. Mobile phones should be switched off or turned to silent during these times.

3. Additionally, mobile phones are generally banned from school camps; a contact number/s will be
provided to parents during these times, for urgent use only. Where students are permitted to take
their mobile phones on camp, specific circumstances for their use will be provided in the camp details
sent to families.
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4. Senior Schools students may be required to use their mobiles phones as part of the curriculum in
certain circumstances, at the teachers request.

5. In case of emergency during the school day, parents can contact their child/ren by calling Reception.
Parents are asked not to text their children during school hours. If a student has an out-of-school
appointment and needs to be collected, parents should go to the office where the staff will call the
student out of class and have the parent sign the student out.

6. The schoolis unable to take responsibility for the loss or damage to a phone; therefore, it is strongly
advised that if students bring their device/s to school, they lock their lockers with the combination
lock provided at all times. Cobram AGS accepts no responsibility for replacing lost, stolen or damaged
mobile phones.

7. Ifastudentis in breach of the conditions of this policy the following steps will be applied.

a. Onthe first instance a student is in breach of the policy they will be issued a verbal warning
and asked to lock their phone in their locker.

b. A second breach of the policy will result in the phone being confiscated from the student for
the remainder of that day. The student will be able to retrieve their phone at the Front Office
at 3:05pm.

c. On the third instance a student is in breach of the policy their mobile phone will be
confiscated, the student’s parent/carer will be notified that their child has breached the
school expectations, and that the device will need to be picked up from the Front Office by
the parent/guardian in office hours.

8. Repeated infringements may result in detentions or suspension from the School.

9. Itshould be noted that it is a criminal offence to use mobile phones (or any technology) to threaten,
harass, invade a person’s privacy or offend another person. Serious consequences will ensue in such
situations, and this may include involving relevant authorities.

10. It is the responsibility of students who bring mobile phones to School activities to adhere to the
expectations outlined in this document.
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Review Document Availability Policy Delivery

Frequency
1 Year Staff School Website
2 Years O | Student Staff Intranet
3 Years O | Parents Student Handbook O
As Required Prospectus O
NA O
Version Control
Version Date Summary of Changes
3.0 20/06/2024 New format
Iltem 3, insert word generally
Iltem 4, new item regarding teacher discretion
Item 5, reword
4.0 20/06/2025 Reference to AngliSchools, annual review.
5.0 13/08/2026 Annual review. Review at the end of 2026 to incorporate

new Mobile phone and personal electronic device restrictions.
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