PREPARATORY 2020
AND BEYOND
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Dear Parents/Guardians
Preparatory at Coomera Anglican College
Any builder knows that the most important stage of the building process is to lay a
solid foundation upon which to build. Without a firm foundation whatever is built,
no matter how grand, will eventually crumble. So, too, it is with education.
The Preparatory Year at Coomera Anglican College is the first year of formal
schooling in the Primary Campus. Children in Preparatory engage with the
Australian Curriculum ensuring an intellectually challenging learning experience,
with students emerging as articulate, confident and independent learners who
increasingly take responsibility for their own learning. With a focus on individual
excellence, and the foundational skills of early literacy and numeracy, the holistic
development of children remains a priority at Coomera Anglican College.
To ensure that the year is a valuable learning experience, we aim to meet the
individual needs of each child within the Preparatory area. Although chronological
age does not necessarily predetermine academic readiness, experience has shown
that children of the preparatory age tend to respond enthusiastically to a structured
programme where the skills of reading, writing and numeracy are developed.
In the Preparatory Year, students are encouraged to cooperate and collaborate, solve
problems, negotiate and think critically. They learn persistence and concentration,
the value of curiosity, self-confidence, coordination, healthy attitudes and Christian
values. The development of both fine and gross motor skills is assisted through the
Perceptual Motor Programme and the Health and Physical Education Programme.
At Coomera Anglican College we are fully committed to educating the whole
child. We recognise that all students are unique and, as a result, our programmes
are structured to cater for each individual.
I look forward to you and your child becoming a part of the Coomera Anglican
College Preparatory Programme and community.
Yours sincerely

Lisa Kraft
HEAD OF PRIMARY

THE PRIMARY CAMPUS
The Primary Campus at Coomera Anglican College is home to
approximately 770 boys and girls from Preparatory to Year 6. Each
year level is comprised of four classes. Catering for the individual
needs of our students within an engaged educational atmosphere
remains of the highest priority for staff in the Primary Campus. We
have year level specific classrooms and outdoor areas, as well as
small group Assemblies and Worship times. Gradual integration into
the wider College community allows for the steady development of
confidence and independence in our youngest learners. Continuous
Learning staff in the Primary Campus are able to further fulfil the
more specific learning needs of our students.
Literacy and Numeracy are areas of paramount importance to us at
Coomera Anglican College and we make every effort to give our
students the best possible foundational education in the Preparatory
year. This, coupled with Specialist Subjects such as Pod lessons,
Chinese, Music, Drama, Visual Arts, Health and Physical Education
and Religious and Values Education, combine with wonderfully
diverse cocurricular and instrumental music programmes, allowing
our students to take advantage of a rich, rigorous and holistic
educational experience.
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The
Preparatory
Year
The
Coomera
Anglican
College
Preparatory year is special for both
students and parents.

emphasis on literacy and numeracy,
communication and perceptual motor
development within games and activities.

We acknowledge that early childhood is of
paramount importance. It is a time when
energy and enthusiasm is encouraged
and developed in an effort to achieve the
maximum engagement of each student.

Contemporary research tells us that
students who engage in early literacy
before Year 1 are significantly more
successful readers than those who do not.

Preparatory students form a part of our
whole College community and as such
become involved in all College activities
at a level appropriate to their age and stage
of development:
• College sport carnivals
• Worships and Assemblies
• Excursions, festivals and theme days
The importance of play is a significant
factor in the organisation of all the
planned experiences and there is particular
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In our Preparatory classes, student’s needs
are catered for through the arrangement
of small group activities designed to
challenge and support the learning needs
of each individual. We acknowledge
that children grow at different rates and
we tailor our Teaching and Learning
Programme according to need and
readiness.

Our Preparatory Programme provides
experiences that will:
• enhance social, emotional and moral
development;
• increase the intellectual development
of each student through the provision
of opportunities for them to look,
listen and manipulate materials of
interest;
• further each student’s growth in fine
and gross motor skills in meaningful
ways;
• forge a bond between the home
and the College and in doing so,
acknowledge the role of parents in
their child’s educational process.
As well as the highly capable Preparatory
staff, Coomera Anglican College
provides:
•

•

•
•
•

open plan classrooms equipped with
interactive whiteboards and outdoor
play areas designed especially for
Preparatory; specialist sport, music,
drama and technology areas;
a range of learning materials, toys and
games geared to develop and enhance
a student’s imagination, creativity,
fine and gross motor skills; active
involvement in your child’s education
both in and out of the classroom;
high quality excursions and visiting
educational performance groups;
involvement in a range of activities as
part of the whole College Community;
specialist instruction in the areas
of Music, Drama, Visual Arts,
Health and Physical Education
(including a Perceptual Motor

•

Programme), Chinese, Pod lessons
and Religious and Values Education.
Our Preparatory students participate
in small group swim instruction.
carefully planned academic and
cocurricular programmes based on
contemporary educational research.

ACADEMIC
Students will work in these areas from the
Australian Curriculum:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mathematics
English
Science
Humanities and Social Sciences
(HaSS)
Technology
Visual Arts
Health and Physical Education (with
specialist teacher)
Music (with specialist teacher)
Visual Arts (with specialist teacher)
Chinese (with specialist teacher)
Pod (with specialist teacher)
Religious and Values Education
(RaVE) (with specialist teacher)

Religious and Values Education is an
integral part of the Coomera Anglican
College Programme. As well as our
formal lessons and worship time, students
are encouraged to model Christian values
in their day-to-day lives.
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LITERACY IN
PREPARATORY
The skills of successful literacy are
essential for effective participation
in life. The experiences of children
during their early years, both
before and during the first years of
their education, have a significant
influence on the development of these
literacy abilities. Strong partnerships
and understandings between parents
and teachers in the Preparatory
Year ensure that student’s learning
is optimised through the combined
experience of all educators working
together on the same supportive team.
In the Preparatory setting, teachers
develop
student
understanding
by providing an environment that
encourages students to engage in
appropriate and meaningful literacy
experiences through play and by
consciously
modelling
literate
behaviours.
At Coomera Anglican College we
offer a rich literacy programme.
Students are immersed in an
environment where a love of reading
is cultivated. Students develop the
knowledge and skills to understand,
analyse and evaluate information.
They use textual cues to make
meaning, express thoughts and
opinions and participate in quality
activities to develop strong reading,
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Early
Experience

e

writing, speaking and listening skills.
Literacy learning begins at birth.
Through observing and interacting
with
others,
using
literacy
understandings for real purposes,
children learn about how visual and
auditory symbols are combined to
express meanings. They develop and
refine their understandings as they
engage in a number of play and reallife experiences within their families
and communities.
Literacy
development
is
influenced by social and cultural
contexts.
Differences in the
understanding developed within
these contexts should not be
viewed as deficits or advantages
but as different sets of experiences
upon which teachers can build.
In the early childhood curriculum,
learning experiences that promote
literacy are embedded in the context
of play and interaction and for this
reason may seem ‘hidden’ to some
observers. For example, students
who are writing on a notepad while
‘listening on the telephone’, sharing
biscuits among a group, or telling a
story are all engaging in behaviours
that contribute to the development
of literacy, albeit not immediately
obvious to the person observing the
play.
In Preparatory, students participate in
a wide variety of integrated learning
experiences. For example, a student
who is playing with dough may be

counting the number of ‘cakes’ they
have made and describing how they
have made them. There are several
other aspects of learning that might
take place simultaneously – for
example, making friends, using
home language, feeling a sense of
achievement and manipulating the
dough.
Literacy
experiences
permeate
a number of different learning
environments – for example, the
outdoor environment (Can you climb
to the top?), the sandpit (This hose
is too short!), the swing (Ten more
swings for you, let’s count) and at
rest time (Let’s listen to this story
while we rest).
The teacher plays an important role
in focusing children’s attention on
the literacy learning during play and
other experiences just as they may
focus on the social interactions or
problem-solving strategies. Students
are motivated to engage in literacy
and numeracy behaviours when they
have an authentic purpose for doing
so. Learning experiences that are
presented in meaningful contexts
will most effectively develop an
appreciation of the usefulness of
literacy skills.
During the Preparatory Year, teachers
build on these experiences with more
formal learning tasks that result in
students progressing to story writing,
reading and mathematics before
reaching Year 1.

9

10

COCURRICULAR
The Cocurricular Programme is another
important facet of College life. Activities
such as Chess Club, Running Club, Art
and Craft and various musical ensembles
are coordinated by teachers before
College, at lunch time and after College.
In addition to club activities other
activities such as tennis, instrumental
tuition and Auskick are available at the
College.

Our Parent Portal, the Hive is an online
platform to connect, communicate,
and collaborate with parents, teachers,
students and our College community. It
will provide you with access to relevant
information that is personalised to you.
This might include access to the College
calendar, College news and class and
cocurricular information. The Hive feeds
directly into the College App and parents
can receive push notifications based on
relevant information.

Cocurricular involvement for Preparatory
students is optional and will begin in
Semester 2, as the first priority is that they
settle into life at the College.

COMMUNICATION
Communication is a critical factor in
the success of our College. Student
diaries are designed for parent/teacher
communication and are monitored
closely. There is also a Parent Information
Evening for each year level to ensure that
parents are clear about the programmes
and opportunities available.
Samples of student’s work are collated
and shared via Student Growth Portfolios.
This provides parents with a snapshot of
their child’s progress throughout the year.
In addition, Parent/Teacher Interviews are
offered during the year.
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College
Hours

Preparatory class begins at 8.30am each
day and it is important that students
arrive on time. The Preparatory day
ends at 3.10pm. Some students may
need additional time to transition to
the five days per week programme, so
in the first term, new curriculum work
will not be planned for Wednesdays and
students may be kept at home if you feel
they need a rest. The Term 1 Wednesday
programmes will include revision of
concepts taught and educational play
activities.
In Terms 2 - 4, students are expected to
attend five days per week and the day will
continue to begin at 8.30am and finish at
3.10pm.
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OUTSIDE SCHOOL
HOURS CARE
This is available for working parents
from 7.00am to 8.30am before College
and after College from 3.10pm until
6.00pm. If at all possible, it is not ideal
for students in Preparatory to attend
Outside School Hours Care as their day
is already very full and it is preferable
that these students use this time to rest if
possible.

STUDENT
PROTECTION
Coomera Anglican College recognises,
acknowledges, values and respects the
uniqueness and rights of each student. We
are committed to ensuring the safety and
wellbeing, and protection from harm of
students in our care. Coomera Anglican
College is committed to responding to
allegations of student harm resulting
from the conduct or actions of any person
including that of employees.

This commitment includes the provision
of a safe and supportive living and
learning environment for all students and
requires all employees, volunteers and
visitors to model and encourage behaviour
that upholds the dignity and protection of
students from harm.
In support of this commitment, Coomera
Anglican College is dedicated to student
protection by having relevant policies,
procedures and training in place to
effectively address the safety and
wellbeing, and protection from harm of
students in our care.
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UNIFORMS
All students wear the College uniform proudly.
Preparatory students must wear their uniform each day,
including their hat, to and from the College and in the
playground. Grooming should also be consistent with
Coomera Anglican College expectations which are
outlined in the College Handbook.
Preparatory students wear a version of the College
sports uniform to allow them to transition easily to
Sport activities. They will wear their sport shoes to the
College each day.
Sports shoes may be coloured, however, please avoid
bright fluorescent coloured shoes. Black is not an
acceptable sports shoe colour and shoes with black soles
are not permitted as they damage the sports centre floor.
Sports shoes will be preferably velcro and should provide
suitable foot support. Slip on style sports shoes, Dunlop
volley, canvas, deck or skate styles are not permitted at
the College.
The uniform requirement for Preparatory is listed on the
next page.
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College
Uniforms
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CURRENT PREPARATORY UNIFORM PRICE LIST
Please note: prices correct at time of printing. Our suppliers may increase prices
slightly at any time.
Compulsory Items

Size

Preparatory Stationery (will be delivered to class)

Price
TBC

College Yard Hat

XS (53cm); S (56cm)

$18.00

College Polo Shirt

Size 4 (Chest -72cm)

$35.00

College Polo Shirt

Size 6 (Chest-76cm)

$35.00

Unisex College Sport Shorts

Size 4 (Waist 50cm)

$25.00

Unisex College Sport Shorts

Size 6 (Waist 54cm)

$25.00

CAC White Sport Socks with Navy Sole

Sizes 8-12 and 13-3

$8.00

House Shirt - Morris, Lane, Smith, Gibbs

Size 6 or Size 8

$30.00

Homework Folio

One Size

$17.50

Book Bag with College Logo

One Size

$15.00

Backpack with College Logo

Small - 23L

$55.00

Swim bag / Sports bag

One Size

$22.00

Swimshirt

XXS or XS

$38.00

Girls Navy Swim Briefs

Size 4 or Size 6

$20.00

Boys Swimmers

Size 4 or Size 6

$50.00

Lycra Swimcap – Morris, Lane, Smith, Gibbs

S, M, L

$13.00

Silicone Swimcap – Morris, Lane, Smith, Gibbs

One Size

$12.00

Swimming Term 4 (purchase in Term 3)
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Winter Uniform
New Preparatory Tracksuit Jacket

Size 4 or Size 6

$60.00

New Preparatory Tracksuit Pants

Size 4 or Size 6

$55.00

College Pullover

Size 4 or Size 6

$68.00

Art Smock

Size S

$22.00

Hair Ribbon - Navy

Per Mtr

$1.00

Navy Hair Elastics - 4 Pack

Each

$3.50

Hair Scrunchie - Navy

Each

$4.50

Head Band Plastic - Navy

Each

$4.00

Hair Clips - Navy (Pack of 4)

Each

$3.50

College Sunglasses

S, M or L

$15.00

Optional Miscellaneous Items

College Cacaburra (College Mascot)
College Towel with Student Name

$16.00
By Order

$65.00
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THE PREPARATORY TO YEAR 12 CAMPUS
Preparatory students work closely with
students from all levels of the College.
They are integrated well into College life
and have a close association with other
students from Years 1-6.
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Students in Preparatory also have
guided positive contact with students
in the Secondary Campus. A group of
Secondary Students are in regular contact
with the Primary Campus fostering
the development of strong pastoral
relationships allowing older students to
act as positive role models.

READINESS FOR
PREPARATORY
At times we may recommend that you
delay your child’s entry to Preparatory for
a further year before entering Coomera
Anglican College. If there is some doubt
as to whether your child is ready to take
the step into our Preparatory year, you
may still receive an offer of enrolment
and be asked to accept it on the basis
that a decision will be determined later
in the year to defer entry if necessary. In
this case, your enrolment offer confirms
a place in the Preparatory class for the
following year. Please note that all offers
of enrolment are subject to a final school
readiness assessment.
Assessments
The first year of your child’s formal
education is likely to set the scene for
their future educational journey and it is
important that your child has a positive
experience during their first year at the
College. Children develop and mature at
different rates, and all children applying
to enter Preparatory will be assessed by
College staff using a school readiness
tool. The school readiness assessment
will be held in the middle of the year, prior
to commencement.

At Orientation children who have accepted
an offer of enrolment will be able to come
to the College and participate in a variety
of guided activities to help teachers plan
for their educational and social needs.
You can be assured that as much as
possible has been done to ensure that
your child has a positive first year at the
College. Your child will be in a class
group of children who are at a similar
level of maturity and readiness to learn.
Children who are ready for school usually
create minimal disruptions in the class
allowing your child to learn and staff to
devote equal time to all students.
Sight and Hearing Tests
It is recommended that you have your
child’s hearing and sight tested prior
to starting at the College. This testing
helps to avoid academic problems from
developing as a result of difficulties in
these areas. If any abnormalities are
reported by a specialist, please send a
copy of the medical report to the College
for your child’s file.
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Is your child
ready
for school?
Many parents ask this question and it is
a very important one. As you are aware
children entering Coomera Anglican
College’s Preparatory year must turn
five by 30 June. Some indicators for the
development at around four years of age
are included below. Please remember that
these are only indicators and each child
is unique. There may be some things that
you can do to assist in your child to be
ready for Preparatory. Your child may
not be able to do all of these things now,
however, do not be concerned as they may
develop these skills before they begin
Preparatory.

Fine Movements
•
•
•
•
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Makes shapes and representations of
objects out of playdough and clay.
Confidently uses media such as
crayons, textas or paint.
Can thread pasta and wooden beads
on a shoelace to make a necklace.
Can draw a person with a head and

•
•

some indication of one or two other
features or parts.
Enjoys building houses, towers or
bridges with blocks and construction
materials.
Most importantly writing their name,
cutting, and colouring.

Large Movements
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Can jump and land with two feet
together.
Can kick a large stationary ball in a
stipulated direction.
Can drop, bounce and catch a small
ball, using both hands.
Confidently
climbs
ladders,
playground equipment, steps.
Can walk along a line, alternating
feet, placing one foot in front of the
other.
Can cross legs when sitting on the
floor.
Can balance for a short time on either
leg.

Personal, Social and Emotional
Development
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Separates more easily from familiar
adult.
Demonstrates a maturational level
that supports the child in dealing
with the change in environment and
structure of Preparatory.
Knows and can tell own name and
age.
Likes to do things for self and is
confident in familiar situations.
Enjoys playing with other children
and usually plays cooperatively.
Helps to clean up when asked.
Enjoys dramatic and role play.

Listening, Speaking and
Understanding
•

•

Constantly asks ‘Why?’, ‘When?’,
‘How?’, and can answer ‘Who?’,
‘Whose?’, ‘Why?’, and ‘How
Many?’.
Can repeat or sing several songs and

•
•
•

•

nursery rhymes.
Can name colours and some shapes
and match them accurately.
Can count by rote and is beginning
to count and touch a corresponding
object correctly.
Can
follow
more
complex
instructions, for example, ‘Get your
coat and put it on the peg, then come
to me’.
Listens and participates appropriately
in group sessions.

Organisational
•
•
•
•
•

Being independent in the toileting
process as much as possible.
Preparing your child to open food
packaging independently.
Introducing your child to concepts of
print and page turning in a book.
Providing a balanced lunchbox for
your child daily.
Exposing your child to basic numbers
and mathematical ideas.
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ENROLMENT PROCESS FOR PREPARATORY
March:
Parents of all registered children are encouraged to attend a Parent Information Evening
at the College.
Assessment interview bookings will be arranged for children who have been offered a
conditional place in Preparatory and will occur in the middle of the year or when the
child turns four years of age.
The process of issuing written conditional offers of enrolment has begun and will
continue throughout the year.
Please Note: You will be advised if staff have concerns about your child entering
Preparatory. Children are not guaranteed progression to Preparatory until after their
school readiness assessment.
April – September:
If initial offers are not accepted or families defer enrolment, families on the waiting list
will be interviewed and school readiness assessments conducted throughout the year
until all places are filled.
October/November:
All enrolled children attend an Orientation session in Preparatory rooms.
During the student orientation session, parents are encouraged to attend a Preparatory
Parents Information session.
Information about your child’s first day and College communication is distributed.
Appointment times are available for the fitting and purchasing of uniforms and the
ordering of stationery packs.
January:
You will receive information for the start of the year including a date and starting time
for the new student induction day. This is usually held the day before the whole College
commences Term 1. You will be notified of your child’s class on the new student
induction day.
Assessment Interviews
If your child is asked to attend an assessment interview, you will need to bring your
child to the Primary Campus Administration office in Billinghurst Crescent. Our staff
will meet you and your child at the office, and they will explain the assessment process.
A College staff member will work with your child in a nearby classroom.
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If you have another child already attending the College, you will receive priority on our
waiting list. All other families will be contacted for an assessment interview in order of
date of application according to available places.
Confirmation of Enrolment
Offers of enrolment are made in writing via email correspondence with an invoice
for a Confirmation of Enrolment Deposit of $400 (non-refundable) per student. This
payment, together with a completed Confirmation of Enrolment form, signed Enrolment
Contract, a copy of the child’s birth certificate, updated immunisation statement and
Student Medical Forms must be returned by the due date, and will be your acceptance
of a place at the College. You will then receive a receipt and letter of confirmation via
email.
If a family and College staff agree to defer entry following the student assessment, your
confirmation of enrolment payment will automatically confirm enrolment for the new
entry year.

IF YOU LIVE INTERSTATE OR OVERSEAS…….
If you have applied from interstate or overseas and are not able to attend an interview,
you are still able to receive an offer of enrolment ahead of your arrival. Long distance
offers can be made based on the age of your child and a referral/assessment from a
previous pre-school or childcare centre. You will still be required to attend an assessment
interview upon your arrival to the area so that you can become familiar with College
staff and the Primary Campus.

YOUR CONTACT DETAILS
As you can see, it is most important that we are able to contact you, so please make
sure you have provided us with the best email address and contact details for you and
remember to advise us of any change to your contact details.
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Awakening
the desire
to learn.
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