
COnn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
COURAGEOUSLY REIMAGINING OUR  

CHRIST-LED COMMUNITY 

READ TOGETHER GUIDEBOOK FOR 
FAMILIES 
 
BETHANY LUTHERAN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Where love and learning transforms lives 
 

 



BETHANY LUTHERAN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
2 

  



BETHANY LUTHERAN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
3 

PURPOSE 

Read Together is an essential part of homework. Reading together each day builds fluency, 
vocabulary, and understanding. Families can use this guidebook to ask helpful questions that will 
build their child’s understanding of what they read and to support each child achieving their reading 
goal. 

Parent engagement is central to learning at Bethany. Research shows that when families are 
actively engaged in their child’s learning, their child’s outcomes improve to the equivalence of six 
month extra progress every year. Through Read Together families are partners in helping every 
child flourish. 

 

PROCEDURE 
 
1. Daily Time Guide 
Prep and Year 1 
Invest 5 minutes each night listening to your child read aloud to you.  
Select at least 1 – 2 nights per week to ask questions about the book your child is reading. Spend 
10 – 20 minutes on this task. See below for suitable questions. 
 
Years 2 – 4  
Invest 10 minutes each night listening to your child read aloud to you. This may be a whole book or 
a chapter from a book. 
Select at least 1 – 2 nights per week to ask questions about the book your child is reading. Spend 
10 – 20 minutes on this task. See below for suitable questions. 
 
Years 5 – 6  
Create time for your child to read for at least 10 minutes each night. 
Select at least 1 – 2 nights per week to ask questions about the book your child is reading. Spend 
10 – 20 minutes on this task. See below for suitable questions. 
 

2. Home Readers 
Your child will bring home a select number of home readers each week until they reach an 
independent reading level. When your child no longer brings home readers, encourage them to 
read chapter books in areas of interest from the library. 
 

3. Listening to Reading 
Find a quiet, comfy spot where you and your child can enjoy reading together without distractions. 
Keep the session short, calm, and positive — it’s about connection as much as learning. 
 
It is far more beneficial for your child to read aloud to you rather than read to themselves. 
 
If your child no longer brings home readers, they can read books of their choice to themselves. 

 
4. Helping your Child Read Aloud  
 
When your child gets stuck on a word, pause and give them a moment to use their sounds. You 
can gently remind them to: 
 

• Say each sound in the word and then blend them together (for example, /c/-/a/-/t/ → cat). 
 

• Look for letter patterns they know, like sh, ch, th, or ing. 
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• Break bigger words into smaller parts, like sun-shine or play-ground. 
 

• Go back and reread the sentence to see what makes sense. 
 

• Some words can’t be sounded out easily — these are called sight words (for example the, 
was, said). If your child doesn’t know one, just tell them what it is and keep reading 
together. 

 
Keep reading time calm and positive. Praise your child for trying, using their sounds, and sticking 
with it — that’s how confident readers grow. 
 

5. Helping your Child Develop their Understanding 
 
When your child reads out loud, it’s important that the words sound smooth and fluent — but that’s 
only half of reading. The other half is understanding what those words mean. 
 
Fluent reading and strong understanding work together — one helps your child say the words, and 
the other helps them make sense of the message. 
 
Select at least 1 – 2 nights per week to ask questions about the book your child is reading. Spend 
10 – 20 minutes on this task.  
 
Pick one or two tasks from each activity to do with your child. 
 
Activity 1: Predicting and Talking About the Book 
 
Before reading: 
 

• Look at the front cover together and read the title. 
 

• Ask: What do you think this book might be about? What makes you think that? 
 

• Flip through the pictures and talk about what might happen. 
 

• Ask: Why do you think the author wrote this book — for fun or to teach us something? 
 

• Talk about the topic: What do you already know about this? 
 

• Has your child read other books like this before? 
 

• Write down any tricky or new words on a sticky note and talk about what they mean. 
 
Activity 2: Exploring Vocabulary 
 
Before or during reading: 
 

• Go through the book and find any words your child can’t read or doesn’t understand. 
 

• Help them sound out the word and explain what it means in simple language. 
 
Activity 3: Talking About Punctuation 
 
Point out punctuation marks like full stops, question marks, or exclamation marks. 
 
Ask: What do we do when we see these when reading aloud? (e.g., pause, raise your voice, sound 
excited). 
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Activity 4: Reading Together 
 
Read the book together (called choral reading) to help your child practise fluency. 
 
Then let your child read the book aloud to you. 
 
If they get stuck, use the strategies in the ‘Helping your child read aloud’ section. 
 
Activity 5: Talking About What You Read (Comprehension) 
 
After reading, talk about what happened or what the book taught you. 
Try questions like: 
 

• What happened at the beginning, middle, and end? 
 

• What were two facts you learned (non-fiction)? or What happened to the main character 
(fiction)? 

 

• Why do you think that happened? or What do you think the character learned? 
 

• What was the most important part? Why? 
 

• What part did you like best? Why? 
 

• What did this story remind you of — something from your life, another book, or something 
you’ve seen? 

 

• What surprised you? 
 

• What new information did you learn? 
 

• What questions do you still have after reading? 
 
Activity 6: Recount Activity 
 
For fiction: talk about what happened at the beginning, middle, and end. 
 
For non-fiction: talk about what information is in each section. 
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