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PURPOSE 
This Write Together Guidebook is designed to support families in helping their child grow as a 
confident and capable writer at home. 

At Bethany, we believe that every child can learn to write. Writing is a skill that develops over time 
through clear teaching, practice, and encouragement. 

This guide will help you to: 

• understand how writing is taught at Bethany  
• support your child’s individual writing goal  
• build confidence and enjoyment in writing at home  

Parent engagement is central to learning at Bethany. When families are actively involved, children 
make stronger progress. Through Write Together, families are partners in helping every child grow 
as a writer. 

PROCEDURE 
 
Click on the title to take you directly to that section. 

Section 1 

This section explains how your child learns the skill of writing at Bethany (Page 4) 

Section 2 

This section outlines the specific writing genres focussed on in each year level (Page 8). 

Section 3 

This section explains the writing goals assigned for your child to work towards (Page 9). 

Section 4 

This section features the Writing Menu featuring all the possible writing goals your child may have 
throughout their writing journey at Bethany (Page 10). 

Section 5 

This section explains how you can support writing at home (Page 13). 

Section 6 

This section outlines clear strategies to help you support your child achieve their writing goal 
(Pages 15 - 33). 
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SECTION 1 
HOW CHILDREN LEARN TO WRITE 

Writing is one of the most complex skills children learn. 
When your child writes, they are doing many things at once: 

• generating ideas  
• organising their thinking  
• selecting vocabulary  
• forming sentences  
• applying spelling and punctuation  
• considering audience and purpose  

Because of this, writing can feel challenging. 

At Bethany, we support students by breaking writing into clear, manageable steps, so they can 
focus on one aspect at a time and improve over time. 

The Bethany Writing Approach 

At school, your child learns to write through a structured process: 

• Talk it – Students develop and rehearse ideas through speaking  
• Spot it – Students study how authors write and identify effective techniques  
• Try it – Students apply a specific writing focus in their drafting  
• Shape it – Students revise and improve their writing with purpose  
• Reflect on it – Students recognise progress and set goals  

This approach ensures that writing is explicitly taught, practised, and improved over time. 

Why Talking Comes Before Writing 

Before writing, students engage in structured talk to: 

• explore ideas  
• rehearse vocabulary  
• organise their thinking  

If a student can clearly express an idea orally, they are more likely to write it successfully. 

Writing Takes Time 

Writing is developed over multiple lessons and across a cycle of learning. 

Students: 

• build ideas  
• study examples  
• draft writing  
• revise and reshape  
• reflect and improve  
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This means writing is not completed in one sitting. Students may return to the same piece of 
writing across several lessons. 

What Writing Looks Like at School 

You may notice your child: 

• talking before writing  
• analysing examples of writing  
• focusing on one goal at a time  
• revising and editing their work  
• developing writing over time  

These are all indicators of deep learning. 

HOW WRITING IS TAUGHT AT BETHANY 

Learning from Real Authors and Mentor Texts 

At Bethany, students learn to write by studying real authors. 

Each year level works with a carefully selected series of mentor texts across the year. Many of 
these texts are connected to students’ learning in Project-Based Learning (PBL), helping them see 
how writing is used in meaningful, real-world contexts. 

Teachers use these texts to help students notice: 

• how a piece of writing begins  
• how ideas are organised  
• how authors use words and sentences for effect  
• how different types of texts are structured  

Students don’t just read these texts—they study them closely and learn to identify what makes the 
writing effective. 

This helps children understand that writing is a craft they can learn, practise, and improve over 
time. 

Building Vocabulary Through Writing 

Vocabulary development is a key part of learning to write. 

At Bethany, vocabulary is not taught in isolation. It is developed through: 

• reading mentor texts  
• class discussions  
• oral rehearsal (talking before writing)  
• practising new words in writing  

Students are supported to: 

• learn new words connected to their topic or genre  
• experiment with using these words in speaking and writing  
• choose words that best match their purpose and audience  
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This means your child is not just writing more—they are learning to write with greater precision and 
impact. 

Learning from Exemplars 

Before students begin drafting a piece of writing, they are supported by exemplar texts. 

These are examples of writing that show different levels of quality. 

Students work with these texts to: 

• identify what makes the writing effective  
• notice key features of the genre  
• understand what success looks like  

Teachers guide students to deconstruct these examples by: 

• highlighting structure (e.g. beginning, middle, end)  
• identifying vocabulary choices  
• noticing sentence patterns, punctuation and writing techniques  

This helps students begin writing with a clear understanding of: 

• what they are trying to achieve 
• what quality writing looks like 

Using Success Criteria and Feedback 

Students are supported with clear success criteria, which are based on the rubrics used to assess 
their writing. 

These criteria help students understand: 

• what they are working towards  
• what successful writing looks like  
• what they need to improve  

Before their writing is formally assessed, students have the opportunity to: 

• draft their writing  
• receive feedback from their teacher  
• improve their work based on that feedback  

This happens during writing conferences, where the teacher works closely with the student to: 

• give specific, targeted feedback  
• connect feedback to their writing goal  
• guide the next steps for improvement  

Students are then able to revise their writing before final marking. 

This process ensures that assessment is not just about judging work—it is about supporting growth 
and improvement. 
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Planning and Structuring Writing 

Students use planning templates to support organisation and structure. 

These include: 

Narrative Structure 

• Orientation  
• Build-up  
• Complication  
• Evaluation  
• Resolution  

Persuasive Structure 

• Opinion  
• Reason  
• Example  
• Opinion  

Information Text Structures 

• Description  
• Sequence and Order  
• Compare and Contrast  
• Cause and Effect  
• Problem and Solution  

These frameworks support students in organising ideas clearly and writing with purpose. Over 
time, students become less reliant on these supports. 

Writing for Different Purposes 

Students learn to write across a range of genres, including: 

• narrative  
• persuasive  
• information  
• explanation  
• recount  
• procedural  

Each genre has distinct structures, language features, and purposes. 
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SECTION 2 
WRITING ACROSS YEAR LEVELS 

• Prep 
Recount, Information Text, Procedural Text  

• Year 1 
Recount/Narrative, Information Text  

• Year 2 
Narrative, Persuasive Text  

• Year 3 
Explanation Text, Information Text  

• Year 4 
Narrative, Information Text  

• Year 5 
Persuasive Text, Information Text  

• Year 6 
Narrative, Information Text  

Students spend extended time within each genre to develop deep understanding of structure, 
vocabulary, and purpose. 

How Writing Develops Over Time 

Students’ progress through stages of writing development: 

• Emergent – drawing, oral storytelling  
• Early – simple sentences  
• Developing – connected ideas  
• Expanding – structured writing  
• Independent – cohesive writing  
• Purposeful – writing with clarity, voice, and intent  

Each stage builds on the previous one. 
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SECTION 3 
YOUR CHILD’S WRITING GOAL 

At Bethany, every child works towards a personal writing goal. 

These goals come from our Writing Goal Menu—a set of clearly defined skills that support 
students to grow as writers over time. 

Students describe their goals using simple “I can…” statements, which helps them to: 

• understand what they are learning  
• focus on one area of writing at a time  
• talk about their progress  
• recognise their next step  

How the Writing Menu Works 

The Writing Menu is organised into four key areas: 

• Design – how ideas are planned, organised and developed  
• Purpose – why we write and the type of writing we are creating  
• Readability – how we make writing clear and easy to understand  
• Behaviours – the habits that support successful writing  

Your child will: 

• work on one goal at a time  
• practise this goal during writing lessons  
• receive feedback from their teacher  
• reflect on their progress and set their next goal  

Writing Conferences and Goal Setting 

Students regularly take part in writing conferences with their teacher. 

During these conferences, the teacher: 

• looks closely at your child’s writing  
• discusses their progress  
• provides specific feedback  
• supports your child to reflect on their learning  

Together, they decide whether your child has: 

• met their writing goal, or  
• needs more time to continue working on it  

If your child is ready, they will move on to a new goal. 

When your child’s writing goal changes, this will be shared with you through Seesaw, so you can 
follow their progress over time. 
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SECTION 4 
THE WRITING MENU 

The Writing Menu features all of the goals your child might focus on during their writing 
journey at Bethany.  

DESIGN - I can design my writing to communicate my ideas 

Early Years 

• I can talk about my idea  
• I can draw and plan my writing  
• I can choose a title or picture  
• I can use my writing goal  
• I can start my writing  
• I can fix my writing  
• I can make a change with help  
• I can publish and share my writing  

Years 3–6 

• I can orally plan what I will write  
• I can plan for the purpose and the audience  
• I can use structures such as titles and paragraphing  
• I can work on my writing goals  
• I can select and create images and graphics  
• I can draft my writing based on my plan  
• I can revise my draft 
• I can edit my draft based on feedforward 
• I can publish and share my writing 

PURPOSE - I can write for a purpose 

Early Years 

• I can write a story  
• I can share my opinion  
• I can tell facts about something  
• I can use headings to organise my information  
• I can play with words  
• I can think about who will read my writing  

Years 3–6 

• I can write narratives using a clear structure:  
o Orientation  
o Complication  
o Evaluation  
o Resolution  

• I can use narrative vocabulary, characters and settings to entertain  
• I can write persuasive texts using a clear structure:  

o Opinion  
o Reason  
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o Example  
o Opinion  

• I can use persuasive vocabulary and topics to persuade  
• I can write information texts using the patterns of:  

o Description  
o Sequence and Order  
o Compare and Contrast  
o Cause and Effect  
o Problem and Solution  

• I can use information text vocabulary, topics and structures (headings, index, table of 
contents) to inform  

• I can write poetic texts using features such as:  
o Rhyme  
o Repetition  
o Sound words  
o Imagery  

• I can use poetic devices to entertain or express ideas and feelings  
• I can think about who will read my writing and adjust my language to suit them  

READABILITY - I can write to be understood 

Early Years 

• I can use words the right way  
• I can use words I know  
• I can use words to link my ideas  
• I can use letters and sounds I know  
• I can use full stops and capital letters  
• I can check my writing makes sense  
• I can write neatly or use an iPad  

Years 3–6 

• I can use grammar rules to decide how to use words in my writing  
• I can use sentence structures to communicate ideas for my purpose and audience  
• I can use vocabulary to communicate ideas for my purpose and audience  
• I can use cohesive devices to link ideas  
• I can use spelling rules and patterns to spell words correctly  
• I can use punctuation rules to show how my writing should be read (or said)  
• I can reread and revise to improve meaning and clarity  
• I can use handwriting conventions or digital tools to communicate ideas in writing  

BEHAVIOURS THAT SUPPORT WRITING 

Early Years 

• I can think before I write  
• I can begin writing  
• I can stay in my writing spot  
• I can work quietly  
• I can be flexible  
• I can keep writing  
• I can build my writing stamina  
• I can read back my writing  
• I can use feedback to improve my writing  
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• I can check my goal  
• I can finish my writing  

Years 3–6 

• I can think before I write  
• I can begin writing  
• I can stay in my writing spot  
• I can work quietly  
• I can be flexible  
• I can keep writing  
• I can build my writing stamina  
• I can read back my writing  
• I can use feedback to improve my writing  
• I can check my goal  
• I can finish my writing 
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SECTION 5 
 
SUPPORTING WRITING AT HOME 
 
A Simple Writing Routine at Home 

You can support your child’s writing in just 5–10 minutes. 

1. Talk first 
Ask your child to explain their idea before they begin.  

• “Tell me what you’re going to write.”  
• “What happens first?”  

2. Write 
Let your child write independently. 
Give them time to think and write without interruption.  
 

3. Focus on their goal 
Ask about their current writing goal.  

• “What are you working on as a writer?”  
• “Show me where you used your goal.”  

4. Improve one thing 
Choose one small improvement together.  

• “Can you add one more detail?”  
• “Can you make this clearer?”  

This short routine helps your child practise writing in a focused and manageable way. 

Supporting Without Taking Over 

When supporting your child, it is important to guide—not do the work for them. 

Try to avoid: 

• correcting every mistake  
• rewriting your child’s sentences  
• focusing only on spelling and punctuation  

Instead, focus on: 

• your child’s ideas  
• their current writing goal  
• helping them improve one small part  

This builds confidence and independence over time. 
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Questions You Can Always Ask 

These questions can be used at any time to support your child’s writing: 

• “What are you working on as a writer?”  
• “Tell me your idea.”  
• “Who are you writing for?”  
• “What is your goal?”  
• “Show me where you used it.”  
• “What could you improve?”  

These simple questions encourage thinking and reflection. 

Following Your Child’s Progress 

Your child’s writing goal and progress will be shared with you through Seesaw. 

You can support your child by: 

• asking about the goal you see  
• encouraging them to explain their writing  
• using the prompts in this guide  

This helps you stay connected to your child’s learning. 

What Progress Looks Like 

As your child develops as a writer, you may notice: 

• more talking before writing  
• increased confidence getting started  
• writing that develops over time  
• revising and improving their work  
• focusing on one goal at a time  

These are all signs of strong writing development. 
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SECTION 6 
STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD TO ACHIEVE THEIR WRITING 
GOAL 

DESIGN - I can design my writing to communicate my ideas 

Prep – Year 2 

Goal: I can talk about my idea 

Strategy: Talk before writing 
Why: Talking helps children organise their ideas before they write. If they can say it, they are more 
likely to write it successfully. 

Model: 
Say your own idea out loud before writing. 
“I’m going to write about going to the park. First I went on the swings, then I went down the slide.” 

Support: 
Before your child writes, ask them to say their idea out loud. 

• “Tell me what you are going to write about.”  
• “What happens first? Then what happens?”  
• “Can you say the whole sentence before you write it?” 

If they get stuck, prompt them with simple questions and repeat their idea back to them so 
they can hear it clearly before writing.  

Goal: I can draw and plan my writing 

Strategy: Draw to plan ideas 
Why: Drawing helps children organise their thinking and supports them to visualise what they want 
to write. 

Model: 
Draw a quick picture and explain it. 
“I’m drawing the playground. This shows where my story starts.” 

Support: 
Encourage your child to draw before writing. 

• “Can you draw your idea first?”  
• “What is happening in your picture?”  
• “Tell me about each part of your drawing.” 

Point to different parts of their drawing and ask them to describe what is happening so they 
can turn those ideas into sentences.  
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Goal: I can choose a title or picture 

Strategy: Match title to writing 
Why: Choosing a title or picture helps children focus their writing and communicate their main idea. 

Model: 
“I’m calling my writing ‘My Day at the Park’ because that’s what it’s about.” 

Support: 
After writing, ask: 

• “What is your writing mostly about?”  
• “What could we call it?” 

Give two options if needed and let them choose. 
Encourage them to draw or choose a picture that matches their writing.  

Goal: I can use my writing goal 

Strategy: Focus on one goal 
Why: Focusing on one goal at a time helps children improve their writing step by step. 

Model: 
“My goal is to use full stops. I’m going to check each sentence.” 

Support: 
Ask your child about their goal before and after writing. 

• “What is your writing goal today?”  
• “Show me where you used your goal.”  
• “Let’s check one part together.” 

Keep the focus narrow—don’t correct everything, just support their current goal. 

Goal: I can start my writing 

Strategy: Get started straight away 
Why: Getting started quickly helps build confidence and reduces hesitation. 

Model: 
“I’m just going to start with my first sentence: I went to the park.” 

Support: 
If your child is stuck: 

• “Say your first sentence out loud, then write it.”  
• “You don’t have to get it perfect—just start.” 

Avoid over-helping—encourage independence. 
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Goal: I can fix my writing 

Strategy: Check and improve writing 
Why: Fixing writing helps children learn that writing can be improved. 

Model: 
“That doesn’t sound right. I’m going to fix it.” 

Support: 
After writing, ask: 

• “Does that make sense?”  
• “Can we fix one part together?” 

Focus on one small improvement, not everything.  

Goal: I can make a change with help 

Strategy: Improve with support 
Why: Guided changes help children learn how to improve their writing. 

Model: 
“I’m going to add one more word to make this better.” 

Support: 
Give one clear suggestion: 

• “Can you add one more detail?”  
• “Can you make this sentence clearer?” 

Let your child make the change themselves.  
 
Goal: I can publish and share my writing 

Strategy: Share writing with others 
Why: Sharing writing builds confidence and gives writing a purpose. 

Model: 
“I’m going to read my writing to you.” 

Support: 
Encourage your child to share their writing. 

• “Can you read your writing to me?”  
• “Let’s share this with someone else.” 

Celebrate effort, not just correctness.  
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Years 3 – 6 

Goal: I can orally plan what I will write 

Strategy: Say ideas before writing 
Why: Oral rehearsal helps students organise and clarify their ideas before drafting. 

Model: 
“I’m going to explain my whole idea before I write.” 

Support: 
Ask your child to explain their writing before they begin. 

• “Tell me your whole idea.”  
• “What will your introduction say?”  
• “What comes next?” 

Encourage them to speak in full sentences. 

Goal: I can plan for the purpose and the audience 

Strategy: Think about who and why 
Why: Understanding purpose and audience helps students make better choices in their writing. 

Model: 
“I’m writing to persuade, so I need strong reasons.” 

Support: 
Ask: 

• “Who are you writing for?”  
• “What do you want them to think, feel or learn?”  
• “What kind of writing is this?” 

Prompt them to adjust their ideas based on their audience.  

Goal: I can use structures such as titles and paragraphing 

Strategy: Organise writing clearly 
Why: Structure helps readers understand writing more easily. 

Model: 
“This is a new idea, so I’m starting a new paragraph.” 

Support: 
Ask: 

• “Where does your new idea start?”  
• “Should this be a new paragraph?”  
• “Does your title match your writing?”  
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Goal: I can work on my writing goals 

Strategy: Focus on improvement 
Why: Working on a goal helps students improve specific aspects of writing. 

Model: 
“My goal is to use better vocabulary, so I will check my word choices.” 

Support: 

• “What is your goal?”  
• “Show me where you used it.”  
• “Where could you improve it?”  

Goal: I can select and create images and graphics 

Strategy: Use visuals to support meaning 
Why: Images and graphics help clarify and enhance ideas. 

Support: 

• “Would a diagram help here?”  
• “What image supports your idea?”  

Goal: I can draft my writing based on my plan 

Strategy: Turn plan into writing 
Why: Drafting helps students develop ideas into full writing. 

Support: 

• “Does your writing follow your plan?”  
• “Have you included all your ideas?”  

Goal: I can revise my draft 

Strategy: Improve ideas and clarity 
Why: Revising strengthens meaning and quality of writing. 

Support: 

• “Can you add more detail?”  
• “Can you make this clearer?”  
• “Is anything missing?”  
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Goal: I can edit my draft based on feedforward 

Strategy: Use feedback to improve 
Why: Feedback helps students know exactly what to improve. 

Support: 

• “What feedback did your teacher give you?”  
• “What do you need to fix?”  
• “Can you show me the change you made?”  

Goal: I can publish and share my writing (2-6) 

Strategy: Present final work clearly 
Why: Publishing gives writing purpose and audience. 

Support: 

• “Is this your best version?”  
• “How will you present this?”  
• “Who can you share this with?” 

PURPOSE 

I can write for a purpose 

Prep – Year 2 

Goal: I can write a story 

Strategy: Tell and build a simple story 
Why: Story writing helps children organise ideas in a sequence and develop imagination. 

Model: 
“I’m going to tell a story about going to the beach. First we arrived, then we built a sandcastle, then 
we went home.” 

Support: 

• “Who is your story about?”  
• “Where does your story happen?”  
• “What happens first? Then what happens?”  
• “How does your story end?” 

Encourage your child to say each part before writing. Prompt them to add one more detail 
to make the story clearer.  
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Goal: I can share my opinion 

Strategy: Say what you think and give a reason 
Why: Opinion writing helps children express ideas clearly and begin to justify their thinking. 

Model: 
“I think dogs are the best pets because they are friendly.” 

Support: 

• “What do you think?”  
• “Why do you think that?”  
• “Can you tell me one reason?”  
• “Can you tell me another reason?” 

If your child gives a short answer, extend it:  
• “Tell me more.”  

Goal: I can tell facts about something 

Strategy: Share information clearly 
Why: Writing facts helps children organise what they know and communicate information. 

Model: 
“Cats have fur. Cats sleep a lot.” 

Support: 

• “What do you know about this?”  
• “Can you tell me three facts?”  
• “What else can you add?” 

Help your child stay on topic and add more information.  

Goal: I can use headings to organise my information 

Strategy: Group ideas under headings 
Why: Headings help organise ideas so the reader can understand the information easily. 

Model: 
“This part is about food, so I will write ‘Food’ as my heading.” 

Support: 

• “What is this part about?”  
• “What could we call this section?”  
• “Can we group your ideas?” 

Point to sections and help your child label them.  
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Goal: I can play with words 

Strategy: Experiment with language 
Why: Playing with words builds vocabulary and creativity. 

Model: 
“I’m going to say ‘big, huge, enormous’ to make it interesting.” 

Support: 

• “Can you think of a better word?”  
• “Can you make that sound more fun?”  
• “What word could make it more exciting?” 

Encourage trying different words without worrying about mistakes.  

Goal: I can think about who will read my writing 

Strategy: Consider the reader 
Why: Thinking about the reader helps children make their writing clearer and more meaningful. 

Model: 
“I’m writing this for my teacher, so I need to explain it clearly.” 

Support: 

• “Who are you writing for?”  
• “Will they understand this?”  
• “Do you need to explain more?”  

Years 3 – 6 

Goal: I can write narratives using a clear structure 

(Orientation, Complication, Evaluation, Resolution) 

Strategy: Follow narrative structure 
Why: A clear structure helps organise ideas and keeps the reader engaged. 

Model: 
“My orientation introduces the character and setting. Then I build the problem, show how it gets 
worse, and solve it at the end.” 

Support: 

• “Who is your character? Where are they?” (Orientation)  
• “What is the problem?” (Complication)  
• “How does the problem build or get worse?” (Evaluation)  
• “How is the problem solved?” (Resolution)  
• “Does your story have a clear ending?”  
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Goal: I can use narrative vocabulary, characters and settings to entertain 

Strategy: Add detail and description 
Why: Descriptive language makes stories more engaging and vivid. 

Model: 
“The cold, dark forest made the character feel nervous.” 

Support: 

• “Can you describe your setting?”  
• “What is your character feeling?”  
• “Can you make this more interesting for the reader?” 

Prompt for sensory details (what they see, hear, feel).  

Goal: I can write persuasive texts using a clear structure 

(Opinion, Reason, Example, Opinion) 

Strategy: Organise argument clearly 
Why: Structure helps make arguments logical and convincing. 

Model: 
“My opinion is… My reason is… For example… In conclusion…” 

Support: 

• “What is your opinion?”  
• “What is your reason?”  
• “Can you give an example?”  
• “Can you restate your opinion at the end?”  

Goal: I can use persuasive vocabulary and topics to persuade 

Strategy: Strengthen arguments with language 
Why: Persuasive vocabulary helps convince the reader. 

Model: 
“You should definitely… It is important because…” 

Support: 

• “Can you make this more convincing?”  
• “What words will persuade your reader?”  
• “Why should they agree with you?”  
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Goal: I can write information texts using the patterns of: 

(Description, Sequence and Order, Compare and Contrast, Cause and Effect, Problem and 
Solution) 

Strategy: Choose and use the right structure 
Why: Different structures help organise information clearly depending on purpose. 

Model: 
“I am explaining steps, so I will use sequence and order.” 

Support: 

• “Are you describing something?” (Description)  
• “Are you explaining steps?” (Sequence and Order)  
• “Are you comparing things?” (Compare and Contrast)  
• “Are you explaining why something happens?” (Cause and Effect)  
• “Are you explaining a problem and solution?” (Problem and Solution)  
• “Which structure fits your writing best?”  

Goal: I can use information text vocabulary, topics and structures (headings, index, 
table of contents) to inform 

Strategy: Use features to organise information 
Why: Features like headings and contents help readers find and understand information. 

Model: 
“I will use headings to organise my ideas and a contents page to show sections.” 

Support: 

• “Do you have headings for each section?”  
• “Could you add a contents page?”  
• “What would go in an index?”  
• “Are you using topic words?” 

Help your child organise writing into clear sections.  

Goal: I can write poetic texts using features such as: 

(Rhyme, Repetition, Sound words, Imagery) 

Strategy: Use poetic features 
Why: These features make writing more expressive and engaging. 

Model: 
“The wind whooshed and whispered through the trees.” 

Support: 

• “Can you use rhyme?”  
• “Can you repeat a phrase?”  
• “Can you add sound words?”  
• “Can you help the reader picture it?”  
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Goal: I can use poetic devices to entertain or express ideas and feelings 

Strategy: Use figurative language 
Why: Poetic devices help show feelings and create strong images. 

Model: 
“My heart was a racing drum.” 

Support: 

• “What feeling are you trying to show?”  
• “Can you use a simile or metaphor?”  
• “How can you show that feeling with words?”  

Goal: I can think about who will read my writing and adjust my language to suit 
them 

Strategy: Match language to audience 
Why: Adjusting language helps the reader understand and connect with the writing. 

Model: 
“If I’m writing for younger children, I will use simpler words.” 

Support: 

• “Who is your audience?”  
• “Will they understand your words?”  
• “Do you need to make it simpler or more detailed?”  
•  

READABILITY 

I can write to be understood 

Prep – Year 2 

Goal: I can use words the right way 

Strategy: Use words that make sense 
Why: Using words correctly helps others understand what your child is trying to say. 

Model: 
“I need to use the right word so my sentence makes sense.” 

Support: 

• “Does that word sound right?”  
• “Is that the best word for what you mean?”  
• “Can we say that another way?” 

If something sounds off, repeat the sentence correctly so your child hears the difference.  
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Goal: I can use words I know 

Strategy: Write familiar words 
Why: Using known words helps children write independently and with confidence. 

Model: 
“I can write words I already know.” 

Support: 

• “Write the words you know first.”  
• “What words do you already know how to spell?” 

Encourage your child to have a go rather than stopping for help.  

Goal: I can use words to link my ideas 

Strategy: Connect ideas with simple words 
Why: Linking words help writing flow and make ideas easier to follow. 

Model: 
“I went to the park and I played on the swings.” 

Support: 

• “Can you join these ideas?”  
• “Can you use ‘and’, ‘then’, or ‘because’?” 

Help your child connect one idea to the next.  

Goal: I can use letters and sounds I know 

Strategy: Use phonics to spell 
Why: Using sounds helps children attempt spelling independently. 

Model: 
“I can stretch the word to hear the sounds.” 

Support: 

• “Say the word slowly.”  
• “What sounds can you hear?”  
• “Write the sounds you know.” 

Encourage approximations—don’t correct every spelling.  
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Goal: I can use full stops and capital letters 

Strategy: Mark sentences clearly 
Why: Capital letters and full stops help readers know where sentences start and end. 

Model: 
“I need a capital letter at the start and a full stop at the end.” 

Support: 

• “Where does your sentence start?”  
• “Where does it stop?”  
• “Do you need a capital letter?” 

Check one or two sentences together, not the whole piece.  

Goal: I can check my writing makes sense 

Strategy: Read back writing 
Why: Reading back helps children notice mistakes and improve clarity. 

Model: 
“I’m going to read my sentence to see if it makes sense.” 

Support: 

• “Read your writing to me.”  
• “Does that sound right?”  
• “Does it make sense?” 

If something doesn’t make sense, ask your child to fix it.  

Goal: I can write neatly or use an iPad 

Strategy: Present writing clearly 
Why: Neat writing helps others read and understand ideas. 

Model: 
“I will write carefully so others can read it.” 

Support: 

• “Can you slow down and write neatly?”  
• “Can I read your writing easily?” 

Encourage correct letter formation and spacing.  
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Years 3 – 6 

Goal: I can use grammar rules to decide how to use words in my writing 

Strategy: Use correct grammar 
Why: Grammar helps writing make sense and sound correct. 

Model: 
“I need to use the correct tense in my sentence.” 

Support: 

• “Does that sound right?”  
• “Are you using the correct tense?”  
• “Can we fix this sentence?” 

Focus on one grammar point at a time (e.g. tense, plurals).  

Goal: I can use sentence structures to communicate ideas for my purpose and 
audience 

Strategy: Build clear sentences 
Why: Sentence structure affects clarity and meaning. 

Model: 
“I can vary my sentences to make my writing clearer.” 

Support: 

• “Can you make this sentence clearer?”  
• “Can you combine or break up this sentence?”  
• “Does this suit your audience?”  

Goal: I can use vocabulary to communicate ideas for my purpose and audience 

Strategy: Choose precise words 
Why: Strong vocabulary improves clarity and impact. 

Model: 
“I can choose a better word to explain my idea.” 

Support: 

• “Can you choose a more specific word?”  
• “Does this word match your purpose?”  
• “Can you make it more interesting?”  
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Goal: I can use cohesive devices to link ideas 

Strategy: Connect ideas smoothly 
Why: Cohesive devices help writing flow and make connections clear. 

Model: 
“I will use words like ‘however’, ‘because’, ‘then’ to connect ideas.” 

Support: 

• “How are your ideas connected?”  
• “Can you add a linking word?”  
• “Does your writing flow?”  

Goal: I can use spelling rules and patterns to spell words correctly 

Strategy: Apply spelling knowledge 
Why: Correct spelling helps the reader understand the writing easily. 

Model: 
“I will use spelling patterns to check this word.” 

Support: 

• “Does that look right?”  
• “Can you break the word into parts?”  
• “Do you know a rule for this word?” 

Encourage checking rather than correcting everything.  

Goal: I can use punctuation rules to show how my writing should be read (or said) 

Strategy: Use punctuation for meaning 
Why: Punctuation helps the reader understand how the writing should sound. 

Model: 
“I need a comma here to separate ideas.” 

Support: 

• “Where should you pause?”  
• “Do you need a full stop, comma, or question mark?”  
• “How should this sound when read aloud?”  
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Goal: I can reread and revise to improve meaning and clarity 

Strategy: Improve writing by revising 
Why: Revising helps make writing clearer and more effective. 

Model: 
“I will reread my writing and improve one part.” 

Support: 

• “Read this section again.”  
• “Is it clear?”  
• “Can you improve one part?” 

Focus on improving meaning, not just fixing errors.  

Goal: I can use handwriting conventions or digital tools to communicate ideas in 
writing 

Strategy: Present writing clearly 
Why: Clear presentation helps the reader understand ideas. 

Model: 
“I will make sure my writing is easy to read.” 

Support: 

• “Can I read your writing easily?”  
• “Is your spacing clear?”  
• “Does your digital work look organised?” 

BEHAVIOURS THAT SUPPORT WRITING 

Prep – Year 2 

Goal: I can think before I write 

Strategy: Pause and plan 
Why: Thinking first helps children organise their ideas and feel more confident starting. 

Model: 
“I’m going to think about what I want to write before I start.” 

Support: 

• “Tell me your idea first.”  
• “What are you going to write about?”  
• “What will you say first?”  
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Goal: I can begin writing 

Strategy: Start straight away 
Why: Getting started quickly builds confidence and independence. 

Model: 
“I’m just going to start with my first sentence.” 

Support: 

• “Just start—say it and write it.”  
• “You don’t need it to be perfect.” 

Avoid over-helping—encourage your child to begin independently.  

Goal: I can stay in my writing spot 

Strategy: Stay focused 
Why: Staying in one place helps children concentrate and complete their work. 

Model: 
“I will stay here until I finish my writing.” 

Support: 

• “Stay in your writing spot.”  
• “Let’s finish this first.” 

Set a short, clear time expectation if needed.  

Goal: I can work quietly 

Strategy: Minimise distractions 
Why: A quiet environment helps children think and write more effectively. 

Model: 
“I am working quietly so I can concentrate.” 

Support: 

• “Let’s keep this a quiet writing time.”  
• “Can you focus on your writing?”  

Goal: I can be flexible 

Strategy: Try different ideas 
Why: Being flexible helps children accept feedback and try new approaches. 

Model: 
“I can try a different way if something isn’t working.” 

Support: 

• “Let’s try it another way.”  
• “What else could you do?” 

Encourage a growth mindset without using that language explicitly.  
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Goal: I can keep writing 

Strategy: Keep going 
Why: Continuing to write helps build fluency and confidence. 

Model: 
“I’m going to keep going even if it’s tricky.” 

Support: 

• “Keep going—you’re not finished yet.”  
• “What else can you add?”  

Goal: I can build my writing stamina 

Strategy: Write for longer 
Why: Stamina helps children write for extended periods over time. 

Model: 
“I’m going to keep writing for a little longer.” 

Support: 

• “Let’s keep writing for one more minute.”  
• “Can you add one more sentence?”  

Goal: I can read back my writing 

Strategy: Check by reading 
Why: Reading back helps children notice mistakes and improve meaning. 

Model: 
“I’m going to read my writing to check it.” 

Support: 

• “Read your writing to me.”  
• “Does that sound right?”  
• “Does it make sense?”  

Goal: I can use feedback to improve my writing 

Strategy: Act on feedback 
Why: Feedback helps children know what to improve. 

Model: 
“I will use the feedback to fix my writing.” 

Support: 

• “What did your teacher say?”  
• “What can you change?” 

Focus on one piece of feedback only.  
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Goal: I can check my goal 

Strategy: Monitor progress 
Why: Checking goals helps children stay focused on what they are learning. 

Model: 
“I will check if I used my goal.” 

Support: 

• “What is your goal?”  
• “Did you use it?”  
• “Show me where you used it.”  

Goal: I can finish my writing 

Strategy: Complete the task 
Why: Finishing builds responsibility and confidence. 

Model: 
“I will finish my writing before I stop.” 

Support: 

• “Let’s finish this piece.”  
• “What do you still need to do?”  

Years 3 – 6 

Goal: I can think before I write (3-6) 

Strategy: Plan ideas 
Why: Planning improves clarity and organisation. 

Support: 

• “Explain your idea before you start.”  
• “What is your plan?”  

Goal: I can begin writing (3-6) 

Strategy: Start independently 
Why: Starting quickly builds momentum. 

Support: 

• “Get started with your first idea.”  
• “Don’t wait—just begin.”  
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Goal: I can stay in my writing spot (3-6) 

Strategy: Maintain focus 
Why: Focus supports productivity and quality. 

Support: 

• “Stay focused until you reach a stopping point.”  

Goal: I can work quietly (3-6) 

Strategy: Reduce distractions 
Why: Quiet supports thinking and writing quality. 

Support: 

• “Use this as focused writing time.”  

Goal: I can be flexible (3-6) 

Strategy: Adapt and improve 
Why: Flexibility supports growth and improvement. 

Support: 

• “What could you try instead?”  
• “Can you improve this another way?”  

Goal: I can keep writing (3-6) 

Strategy: Extend ideas 
Why: Writing more develops fluency. 

Support: 

• “What else can you add?”  
• “Keep developing your ideas.”  

Goal: I can build my writing stamina (3-6) 

Strategy: Sustain effort 
Why: Longer writing builds independence and depth. 

Support: 

• “Keep writing for a set time.”  
• “Push yourself to add more detail.”  
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Goal: I can read back my writing (3-6) 

Strategy: Self-check 
Why: Reading back improves clarity and accuracy. 

Support: 

• “Read it back and check for meaning.”  
• “Does it flow?”  

Goal: I can use feedback to improve my writing (3-6) 

Strategy: Apply feedback 
Why: Feedback drives improvement. 

Support: 

• “What feedback are you working on?”  
• “Have you applied it?”  

Goal: I can check my goal (3-6) 

Strategy: Reflect on learning 
Why: Checking goals keeps learning focused. 

Support: 

• “How have you used your goal?”  
• “What still needs improvement?”  

Goal: I can finish my writing (3-6) 

Strategy: Complete and review 
Why: Completing writing ensures full development of ideas. 

Support: 

• “Have you completed all parts?”  
• “Is this your best version 


