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SUMMARY

Bethany Lutheran Primary School welcomes collaborative partnerships that support
students’ learning and wellbeing. Where families engage private allied health professionals,
the school may approve therapy sessions to occur onsite during school hours, provided all
safety and procedural requirements are met.

This guidebook explains how onsite allied health therapy works at Bethany, including the
roles and responsibilities of parents, therapists, and the school. It outlines the steps required
for approval, scheduling, communication, and review, and clarifies how therapy at school is
designed to support learning and wellbeing while maintaining safe, predictable school
routines.

PURPOSE

Bethany Lutheran Primary School values strong partnerships with families to support each
child’s learning, wellbeing, and development. This guidebook explains how parent-engaged
allied health therapy may occur onsite during school hours and outlines the shared
responsibilities of parents, therapists, and the school.

While allied health professionals are privately engaged by families, Bethany may grant
permission for therapy to occur onsite where this supports personalised learning and student
wellbeing, and where all school procedures are met

What Onsite Allied Health Means at Bethany

o Allied health therapists are not employees of the school.

e Therapy sessions occur during school hours with parental approval and school
authorisation.

o Therapy at school is designed to support classroom learning, not replace teaching or
instruction.

o Student safety, wellbeing, and learning routines remain the school’s priority.

SYSTEM

Flow Chart.docx

Step 1: Parent Request

o Parents engage a private allied health professional (e.g. speech pathologist,
occupational therapist, psychologist).

o Parents request permission for therapy to occur onsite during school hours.

o Parents forward the Bethany Onsite Allied Health Information Letter to their therapist.
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Step 2: Therapist Compliance

Before any onsite sessions can occur, therapists must complete all required compliance
annually, including:

Valuing Safe Communities Training

Child Protection Training

A current Blue Card (with date of birth) or current AHPRA registration
Reading required school policies and guidebooks

Signing the Onsite Access Agreement

All documentation must be emailed to: connect@bethany.qld.edu.au
Subject: Onsite Allied Health — Student Name

Onsite therapy cannot commence until all requirements are approved by the school.

Step 3: School Approval

o The school reviews therapist documentation for safety and compliance.
o Onsite therapy may commence from Week 2, Term 1 onwards (no Week 1 sessions).

Step 4: Scheduling Therapy Sessions

e Once approved, the therapist contacts the classroom teacher via email, with parents
included, to propose a suitable time.
o Therapy sessions are scheduled to:
o Minimise disruption to learning
o Support student wellbeing and regulation
o Align with classroom and specialist timetables

Important:

e Therapy times cannot be changed without 24 hours’ notice via email to the
classroom teacher.
o Consistent session times help reduce anxiety and support predictability for students.

Step 5: Onsite Attendance
For every visit, therapists must:

e Sign in at Administration upon arrival
o Wear identification while onsite
» Sign out when leaving the school

Students remain under school supervision outside therapy sessions.
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Step 6: Therapy Sessions

e Therapy occurs in approved spaces only.
o Therapists work directly with the student for the agreed purpose.
o Therapists do not supervise other students or provide classroom instruction.

Step 7: Communication and Collaboration

Clear communication supports smooth scheduling and minimises disruption to student
learning and wellbeing.

Responsibilities:

o Allied health therapists are employed by parents, not the school. As such, we ask
parents to inform therapists of any school events (e.g. carnivals, excursions, special
days, assessments) that may clash with agreed therapy times.

o Therapists are encouraged to regularly check the Bethany School Calendar found on
the school website to be aware of upcoming events that may impact scheduled
sessions.

If a clash occurs:

e Parents and therapists are asked to communicate via email, with the classroom
teacher included, to discuss whether an alternative time is possible.

Communication between therapists and school staff occurs via email, with parents included.
We encourage therapists to share:

o Student goals
e Progress updates
o Practical strategies that may support learning at school

Educational decisions and classroom planning remain the responsibility of the school.

Step 8: Review of Onsite Access
The school may review onsite therapy access if:

e Procedures are not followed
o Student wellbeing is impacted
e Learning disruption occurs
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How Information Is Used at School
Information shared by allied health professionals may help the school:
e Understand how a child learns and participates at school
e Implement reasonable adjustments to support access and engagement
» Align classroom strategies with student needs
The school records relevant communication in its student management system to ensure
continuity of care and accountability.

Key Points for Parents

v You choose and employ the therapist

v The school approves onsite access for safety and wellbeing
Vv Al compliance must be completed before sessions begin
v/ Communication includes parents, teachers, and therapists

RESOURCES AND LINKS

Therapist Compliance links
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Parent & Therapist Flow Chart - Onsite Allied Health Therapy at Bethany

B Parents / Carers — engage and manage the therapist

B Allied Health Therapist — provides therapy
Bethany Lutheran Primary School — approves and supports onsite access
Student

FLOW CHART
M rarent engages a private Allied Health Therapist

v
M rarent requests permission for therapy to occur onsite

v
B rarent forwards Bethany Onsite Allied Health Information Letter
to the Therapist

v
[ | Therapist completes all required school compliance:
* Valuing Safe Communities Training
* Blue Card (with DOB) OR AHPRA registration
* Reads school policies and guidebooks
* Signs Onsite Access Agreement

v
- Therapist emails documentation to:
connect@bethany.gld.edu.au
(Subject: Onsite Allied Health - Student Name)

v
School reviews documentation

X Not approved yet
- More information required
- Therapy cannot begin

L Approved
v
School confirms onsite access
* Approval is student-specific
* Therapy may begin from Week 2 onwards

v

e Therapist contacts Classroom Teacher
(Parents included in email)
to request a suitable therapy time

v
School confirms agreed therapy time
(based on learning priorities and wellbeing)

v
Therapy Sessions Begin
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