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| dislike reports, but | do not mind short stories. | hope that, with me, you will enjoy
looking at the picture of the past school year as | can most honestly paint it.

The great English novelist, E.M Forster once wrote the words, "only connect": the idea
here being that in education, as in literature, one thing always leads to another. That is
the aim and style of this report.

I met the building and the Infants' teacher first, so that is where | begin.

Hanging hessian to divide an office from a storeroom is not the usual type of introductory
activity, but that was the first staff meeting and was typical of the pleasing and
cooperative working relationship for both teachers throughout the year. Of course, as the
School grows, work on this important relationship will be part of a full-time administration
job for the principal. It is necessary and truly a joy when professionals can work together
in the important job of teaching. It is possibly because of the challenge of developing the
School's identity out of temporary facilities which enabled the teachers to work
sympathetically together.

Only some screens have visually protected the classes from each other; we have
experienced the severe handicap of noise from the necessary multi-grade and group
teaching. Neither teacher had been confronted with more than a single grade either, albeit
with higher numbers, and the challenge has all but been overwhelming.

Such problems are not entirely unique to Bethania, however, (St Paul's, Enfield began
similarly), and no criticism is intended toward the stalwart congregation for beginning the
School when and where it did. | only thank God that He gave the staff

health and endurance in the circumstances.

The psychological effect from using borrowed facilities per favour of the congregation
auxiliaries has been a further difficulty. Where called and paid professional staff are using
facilities with Sunday School, youth group, and storage needs of the congregation, and
responsibility for those multi-purpose facilities is grey, the problem is frustrating to staff.

For education is not just a schoolroom and qualifications. It is an environment; a complete
learning situation: where a piece of paper blowing around, an open gate, a flower growing,
the neatness of chairs, a smile, a tree in the yard are all within the responsibility of an
educator to use as learning opportunities.




Where the same environment is used by those who do not fully understand such subtle
implications and examples which affect children, some very important efforts of
education are frustrated. A formal learning environment must be respected as such.

I must thank the congregation for forgoing the use of the hall for the establishment of the
School, and look forward to handing it back before too long.

To be part of the planning of the new school complex has been both rewarding and trying.
Rewarding because of the rare opportunity for a principal and staff to guide a design with
professional planners to meet a number of educational needs lacking in many schools. |
think of the induction loops, placement of doors, and general use of floor space. Trying,
because of tens of hours involved in submitting plans, estimates and rationales for the
Schools' Commission, and general liaison work. However, much of this lies very much
under the responsibility of the Principal in my case.

Again in January, the Schools Commission alighted on our shoulders - like some giant
guardian eagle - and has settled in quite well. It just has feeding problems - in size and
time. Its first meal was a detailed request for a subsidy review. While it has yet to lay the
golden egg, we could not economically exist without its staple supply of recurrent, capital
and library grants amounting to over $30, 000 this year. The staff also spent many hours
preparing a diet for an innovations grant for video equipment, without success.

Feeding it the right information is the largest task of administrative bookwork, from
requests for changes in grant levels to detailed submissions for new building projects up
to 1980, as well as interviews, delegations and other liaison. Some statistical reports rival
the red tape of the State system. The officers, however, are courteous, helpful, sincere
and sympathetic.

Finance and education have always had an unfortunate but inevitable relationship
whether indirectly in the State system or locally in private education. However, the
School's first job is to teach, and finance must be subservient to education within the
bounds of a sensible budget.

The Parents and Friends Association has made some fine donations toward office,
sporting, mathematics, reading and audio equipment: over $1,500.

The fair was the highlight of a number of fundraising activities including street stalls and
individual efforts. But interest must not be allowed to become solely financial.

The monthly meetings are also information evenings where questions of School
procedure such as the rental scheme and class photographs, can be and were discussed.




The teachers have also taken turns to present subject talks about handwriting,
mathematics, social studies and music, which were well received.

Finance and education seem to be happily united in the use of the Lutheran Laymen's
League banking agency opened in September. Learning to care for their money, the
children have also been indirectly helping in the new School project. Their deposits are
earmarked as matching finance for project loans. Out of a total of $62, 000 earmarked in
this way, the children already have added $1,300. Over half of the children have accounts
and | hope this number will grow, as the opportunity for children to learn to save even a
little a week has been made available to all.

A philosophy which puts the home first in education, aims to keep the parents well-
informed of their vicarious activities. Twenty-six newsletters -which are also intended as a
brief history, and for wider publicity-were published. Many times | questioned the time
and mental effort involved, but always decided in their favour. Where there is information,
there is less fear, and with less fear, less misunderstanding.

Within the congregation itself, communication between School and parishioners has
surely been helped by the activities of the staff. They were active in choir, organ,
Beenleigh Nursing Home, Bible study and numerous meetings.

| am happy to report that the rapport between staff, parents and community is
approaching good. This is due to three main factors: the common Christian tie between
those connected with the School, the unusually active and close relation of Board

to School and community, and the speed of parents and teachers acting to avert widening
problems.

It is worthwhile at this stage to point out that the responsibility for any information and
communication connected with a school rests with the principal who channels it or
deals with it.

Despite the very close working relationship that the teachers want and have with parents,
it is ethical for all problems, notifications and arrangements be directed in this way. While
this has generally been done, there have been some notable exceptions. In a bigger
school, the situation can become serious. | think of notifications of absences, changes of
address, phone numbers and transport arrangements. Much of this information is
confidential, or at the very least part of courtesy. More and more, also, schools are
attended by children of broken families ana the problem of unauthorised school entry is a
real one. For this reason, too, all callers at the School at other than the usual times, notify
the principal.

Looking to further avenues of communication over the past year: Mrs Fels’ articles for the
“Albert News” and Pastor Scholz’ articles for “The Lutheran” have benefitted an




increasingly wider community. The local articles have brought several enquiries for
enrolment.

| have conducted a number of interviews relating to enrolment applications during the
year. These give me the opportunity to discuss the aims and nature of the School, and to
search out reasons parents have for applying for their children's enrolment.

Two main reasons stand out: the comprehensive nature of Christian education as
opposed to the State system, and the related feature of standards. For where all is
intended to God's glory out of thankfulness for what he has done for us, the general
attitude and output must be different to that found in a non-Christian environment not
withstanding competitiveness. Or to put it another way, all we do is intended

to be wrapped in God's Word and digested with that source of intellectual and spiritual
challenge.

Standards in art, music and handwriting are high, while lower tangible results in other
subjects belie the constant effort and concentration on basics which are applied. It must
be continually noted that we are battling, with all teachers, against the subtle forces of
television which break down skills of listening, language and just plain imaginative play. (At
least, parents should be trying to watch programmes with children, and discussing them -
particularly during vacation periods.)

Every student contributed to at least one of three editions of “Owls”, a broadsheet of
verse or prose excerpts. These were judged and awards were made to Richard Cathie and
Jason Oppermann. Congratulations!

Amongst the seniors | worked often with verse in order to develop concise thoughts and
careful sentence structure - but, of course, in teaching results are often so slow.

Historical work in social studies and environmental work in science is greatly aided by our
locality and | look forward to development in these areas.

In mathematics, a very concentrated effort was made to develop basic tables and
measurement concepts. Time and metrication are weak. One wonders how digital watches
can ever help with the concept of time for boys and girls in the future.

Reading is developing because it is being reinforced in devotions and Bible study. Our
library has grown by some two hundred books this year, and another three hundred,
including more religious books, will be ready for the new year. A big task

ahead is the cataloguing and borrowing system, begun but not completed.

Our concert and its practjces condensed a number of skills and provided pressurized
learning situations which do no harm except to teachers at the end of the year.




Few of the boys could play cricket at the beginning of the year, but have progressed well,
while volleyball and softball have been added to our activities.

The playground is every bit a classroom, and many aspects of social interaction such as
fair play, cooperation, sympathy and helpfulness as well as forgiveness were developed.
Cubby house building, the Adventure Playground, and supervised tree climbing also
served to keep us fit.

Our own standards will evolve as evaluation and reporting develops, the number of upper
school intakes decrease, subject materials are selected for a three-four year period and
there is some continuity of staff.

Enrolment applications are at least some tangible evidence of the School's success. There
are already twenty-six enquiries for 1979 and over twelve for each other year to 1982 with
half a dozen for 1983. So many enquiries, including the question of possible secondary
continuation, meant the preparation of a development plan.

A master-plan of facilities and a detailed development plan which was distributed to
parents and applicants was prepared, projected to 1986.

Part of a projected handbook was prepared, viz history and enrolment procedure, but
much more needs to be done if this is to be ready early next year.

Various designs for a School badge were painstakingly prepared and presented. One of
our past parents, Mr C. Murphy has prepared what will probably become the one that
most simply and strikingly reflects our history and philosophy.

Related to this was a draft of a possible School hymn which will verbally reflect the nature
of the School. This was first sung at our final chapel service on the evening of December
8, to the tune, "Klemzig", thought to be connected with Bethania.

As in the case of communication, so our worship programme has sought to reflect the
idea of the close family-school relationship. Parents were specially invited to five services
throughout the year: the installation of staff in early February, and Easter celebration, the
annual School service and a Reformation celebration in October as well as the final
chapel service. While attendance at several of these was disappointing, the closing
service was attended by all but two families, and many expressed their appreciation at
being present.

One of the hardest but most rewarding learning experiences in our schools is the
discipline of formal worship - which needs to be learnt - developing the public avenue of
humble acceptance of and loving reciprocation to our Lord and Saviour.




Our Thursday morning chapel services with Pastor Scholz began after Easter, with parents
and parishioners welcome to attend. Some have come.

The day of the School service had several highlights. One was the worship service in which
all children participated; another was the fact that the staff catered for twelve guests; it
was also the day of the opening of the School flat by Mr Bruno Matuschka, Principal of
Grace Primary, Redcliffe. His words were supported by Maurice Schuller, Principal of
Concordia Primary, Toowoomba. A practical flat later intended for use by single female
teachers, it is a temporary residence for the Principal, and much appreciated.

(I shall miss the help of these two mentors, Mr Schuller and Mr Matuschka, as they leave
Queensland to add their experience in the Lutheran System to schools in Victoria and
South Australia.)

Those who did elephants' shares of work on the flat as well as those who helped a little
are to be thanked. Another example of this type of voluntary service is that of Mr and Mrs
C. Fels. I was their guest for ten months and they made it possible for me to concentrate
on school work without having to housekeep as well.

A number of ladies - and earlier Mr Prenzler - gave a day a week to help in the classroom
or with ancillary duties. Mrs Jo Smith helped with some secretarial work as did Mrs Fels,
who has done much to promote the School. Both teachers appreciated such quiet,
unassuming and patient help.

Pastor Scholz, too has contributed more than most ministers in a similar situation,
particularly with budget work, and as chairman of the Board, has taken much on his
shoulders. As the School grows and others are able to learn the procedures of such
administration, they will surely help to free the pastor for more spiritual matters.

Mention must also be made of Mrs Ludwig’s cleaning help, and that of other parents in the
third term. A towel cleaning roster was introduced in the third term, and is working
successfully.

Moving away from the school itself, both staff and children have attended various
activities. On behalf of the School, | attended the opening of Martin Luther School in
Toowoomba in February and St Peter's in June for the opening by the Premier of their
second stage buildings.

For the wider Lutheran Church scene in Queensland | presented various study talks at
Sunday School seminars at Maclaggan, Ipswich and Beenleigh. | attended the annual
Lutheran Primary Principals' Conference in Adelaide in March. (Thanks to Mrs M. Schulz
who taught that week, and also later in the year when | hurt my pride by having to have a
school-day in bed!)




The State district principals in the area invited me to attend their monthly meetings at
Beenleigh and Springwood, and | have appreciated the stimulus of this wider association.
In May both Miss Stein and | attended the week-long conference of Australian Lutheran
primary teachers in Toowoomba: sessions of fellowship spiritual growth and intellectual
repartee.

We both tuned up at Grace Primary, Redcliffe, in September for an in-service music
seminar and round table conference on the inter-school sports day.

Hosting -the Junior sports on September 14 with over two hundred children attending
from Redcliffe and Indooroopilly, was a responsibility, an effort and a success. Have you
ever tried to mark eighty metre straight lines without string with a blocked machine which
decides to unclog itself at certain intervals? A movie film of Miss Stein filling the marker
with lime and your principal running off before she finished so there would be some
mixture left, would have made quite a funny picture. Credit is due to Miss Stein for her
share of the planning, her leadership on the day and her presence of mind at a crucial
time of the cup presentations.

At the same time, Year fours who had been billeted - some for their first time - with St
Peters families, were boarding busses heading for the senior events in Toowoomba. We
neither won nor disgraced ourselves.

Trips away from the School have not been frequent, but neither have they upset greatly
our routine.

In March, we joined many thousands of Brisbaners in greeting Queen Elizabeth Il at the
opening of the Jubilee Fountain. A first and memorable experience for the children will be
the huge regatta on the River which displayed all the ceremony and glory of royalty.

In May, several pupils took the opportunity of attending part of a children's music
convention in Toowoomba. They seem very much to have enjoyed it.

Soon after the August vacation, threes and fours sang at a zone women's rally at Alberton
where | spoke about Lutheran education. Reactions varied and showed that many adults
just do not understand education in the fullest sense: in the constant light of God's Word.

Many children had never visited a geriatric institution until we caught the train on Monday
November 28 to Trinder Park Lutheran Rest Home for an Advent celebration with the

old people. While Pastor Stolz won the children's admiration, the children won the hearts
of the inmates and visitors, especially with their 'ad lib' action songs.

Closer at hand, we hardly realize what an asset our own land is for educational excursions.
Visits through the bush were used for art and science (and endurance trials!!), but the
potential for camping and bushcraft is just begging for development.




People also visited us. Sister Joyce Aird of the School Health Services spent an
entertaining week in February. Mr and Mrs G. Morrow and family, Lutheran Bible
translators caravanned in the yard and shared their enthusiasm for their important work.
In June, Pastor T.W. Koch of the Tract Mission in Adelaide related our study of Indonesia to
the mission work of the Church there. Threes and fours are still admiring the stamps left
there.

Woodridge postmaster and parent, Keith McLennan were posted to the School during
National Stamp Week. They certainly fired our interest in stamps by enveloping us in their
interest. It was a fascinating hour.

Even a first for the teachers was a closeup view of firefighting equipment. Beenleigh
Emergency Fire Service officers visited us during Fire Prevention Week. Of course, the
children would not let them leave without testing the siren.

Some people will not be with us next year, even though we have no graduating class until
1980. Miss Stein is returning to home duties in New South Wales. She has spent a
rewarding year. After the farewells had died down, she left quietly with words which
meant a lot to a principal: “Thank you for giving me the chance to be a teacher in my own
right”.

Some families have transferred to other areas. These gaps make more of an impression on
a smaller school than on a larger, and while we have had several enquiries to fill their
places, only the new year will tell our final numbers. At this stage, there are fifty-three
definite, six probably and several others possible.

To those leaving, on behalf of the School, Goodbye and God bless your association with
us.

At least twenty new children and a new staff member are joining us. There will be much
settling in. The enthusiasm and initial confusion of a graduate teacher will need careful
reconciling and understanding and guidance, especially as we begin again in temporary
facilities.

But | am happy and grateful for many things: particularly health and the confidence of
parents. Confidence can only breed incentive and this is the most a young principal can
hope for. As the Australian playwright, John Ireland, puts it, we must not only survive, we
must progress. With God's help and in His name, we will.

Andrew P. Koch
December 1977




