










Title: A Harmonious Awakening ©Frances Belle Parker 2022

This design has been created to be a harmonious, reverent work honouring the life, faith and influence of Saint Clare and Saint Francis. 
It is they who stand in the centre of this work, surrounded by their followers. But as per the humble lives of both Saints, they are not 
elevated above other elements in the work.
Surrounding Saint Clare and Saint Francis there is a radiating glow from the sun. This represents warmth, hope and aspiration for the 
future. It’s designed to feel like a sunrise – an awakening and the start of new life.
Running across the work are green rolling hills of an undulating landscape, putting our natural surrounds, and particularly the 
surrounds of Bishop Druitt College at the forefront. Saint Francis loved the natural environment and this is to honour him. He also, it is 
said, to have had the ability to preach to animals and many different animals including emus, kangaroos, and dingoes from our lands 
have been included at peace. The eagle represents a sense of us always being watched and guided through our life. The markings that 
run across the work represent our shared journeys in this life, across this land.
At the base of the work the ocean has been included as it is very important in grounding our environment. It is also a totem to the 
Gumbaynggirr people, the Traditional Owners of the land on which the school sits. Dolphins are depicted swimming amongst the 
waves as the great protectors they can be.
The sky is given great importance in this work. Five stars shine brighter than the others to represent our ancestors watching over us, 
guiding us and showing a strength of faith. The soft blue bloodlines in the sky are subtle but they are there, showing our connection to 
place and the importance of knowing and understanding your personal connection.



Across the work runs a red strip that represents earth and the grounding this presents. White crosses are included here to pay 

respect to all those who have gone before us as well as our shared journey in faith.

There are two door designs that lead into the chapel that complement the main design. These doors have been designed to pay 

homage to Saint Clare and Saint Francis, who stand welcoming all to enter. St Clare, adorned in purple has small figures on either 

side of her. These figures are also purple showing that they are under her wing and protection. She loves and cares for all people 

equally. There is a strong sense of inclusion, love and positivity that emanates from this Holy Saint.

The other door features Saint Francis and he is adorned in predominantly blue robes. Coming towards him are an emu, a kangaroo 

and a dingo - animals coming to him in unison and in peace.

A bold halo design surrounds both Saint Francis and Saint Clare, indicating their sacred roles and unflinching devotion. Grounding 

both Saints is a black outline that ties them to the lands and people they love and care for. This too reflects their humility and 

devotion. Similarly, colours of the background are splashed through their robes, to show their connection to the lands. 



Frances Belle Parker

Award Winning Religious Artist

Frances Belle Parker is a highly respected and award-winning religious artist from the Anglican Diocese of 

Grafton. Frances has created the religious artwork for the windows and doors of the Chapel of St Francis 

and St Clare after consultation with students and staff of Bishop Druitt College.

Frances came to prominence after winning the prestigious national Blake Religious Art Prize in 2000 

making her the youngest ever winner and the first Indigenous recipient in the prize’s history. Since then, 

Frances has been a practicing artist for over 23 years, exhibiting her work both nationally and 

internationally, and undertaking art residencies in China and Andorra.

Frances’ strong connection to the Anglican Diocese of Grafton is evident in her impressive painting on 

display in the Baptistry of Christ Church Cathedral Grafton. Her mother, Rev Aunty Lenore Parker, was the 

first Aboriginal Priest of the Diocese, and her grandmother Jessie Randall (née Laurie), was a proud Yaegl 

woman who married Wallace Randall (Whaddy) a proud Gumbaynggirr man.

Frances' significant commissions include  the digital work ‘Angwirri’ which was exhibited on the sails of 

the Sydney Opera House on 26 January 2021 and artwork for the Woolgoolga to Ballina Pacific Motorway 

Aboriginal Art Trail. She has also created public artwork throughout the Northern Beaches of Sydney.



Details of the proposed renovations are currently on 
display in the Foyer of Bishop Druitt College.


